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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Court erodes rights
to expand drug fight

The Supreme Court, the drug bureaucracy, the nation’spoliceand a
lot of other good peopl econtinueto erodethe protectionsof the Fourth
Amendment prohibiting unreasonable search and seizure.

Theresult isthat weall havelessfreedom, but we seldom notice, at
least not at first. And vandalism to the Bill of Rightsisalwaysdonein
the name of ahigher good.

In recent years, the high court has weakened the congtitutional re-
quirement that police have “probable cause” to stop people or search
their carswhen looking for evidence of acrime.

Sometimes, thistakestheformof “ check lanes’ approved by thecourt
tolook for drugsor drunk drivers. In these operations, typically more
than half of the criminal violationsfound are not related to the stated
purpose, tofindillegal drugs, say, or screen for drunk driving.

Once officers notice another crime, though, they are allowed to ar-
rest the personinvolved.

Other practices which eat away at the Fourth Amendment include
use of screening profiles, which amount to little more than educated
guessing, to stop people, usually for drug offenses, and drug-sniffing
dogs used to check cars after they are stopped.

What it amountsto isthat in the name of catching drug runners, po-
licewant to be ableto stop anyonethey suspect may havedrugs, or al-
ternately, to stop everyone and seeif anyone hasdrugs.

Check lanes alow officersto stop everyoneto check carsfor drugs
or drunk driving. In Kansas, courts have ruled that the lanes must be
announcedintimeto havenatice publishedinanewspaper, apparently
onthetheory that anyonestupid enough (or drunk enough) todriveinto
apublicly announced operation deserveswhatever they get. And plenty
of driversarethat stupid.

Arrestingdrunk driversand seizingillegal drugssoundlikelaudable
enterprises, after al, and theneed for the FourthAmendment i sdistant.
Butitwaswritten because, without it, everyone suffered fromabuse of
police power.

“Theright of the peopl eto besecureintheir persons, houses, papers,
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be
violated,” the amendment says.

“Thepeople,” not just criminals.

But theBill of Rightsisafunny thing. Everyonestandsbehind hisor
her ownfavoriterights— gun ownersbehind the Second A mendment,
printers, publishers and preachers behind the First, defense lawyers
behindtheFifth. Most of us, it seems, neither careabout nor understand
theothers.

But if any of us areto have rights, we al must have them, and the
entire Bill of Rights must be defended. These basic rightsare too pre-
ciousto let dlip away, even if than meansafew criminalswill gofree.

TheFourthAmendmentisjust asimportant asthe Second or theFirst,
and all wholove Liberty need to remember that, and defend them.

Orwewill livetoregret it. — Steve Haynes

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and welcomes | etters
from readers. Letters should be typewritten if possible, and
should include a telephone number and, most importantly, a
signature. Unsigned letters will not be published. Form letters
will berejected, aswill letters deemed to be of no publicinter-
est or considered offensive. We reserve theright to edit letters
for length and good taste. We encourage letters, with phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <daily @nwkansas.com>.
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AS 1T TURNCD O\JT.., MY
5% - ERIENDS INTHE GOP
A2 GOT OVER THEIR ANGER
TOWARDS MY DECISION
10 HALT THE VIEQUES
BONBINGS. \COK, THEY

GAVE ME THIS NIETY

)\ SHIRT TUAT SAY=

"WELL FIND ANOTHER
LOCATION” R|GHT ON
TUE FRONT/

Winds take silent pet out of our life

Spikeleft uslast week and after all wehad done
for him.

He cameto usan orphan. Alonein theworld.

Wetook himinand gavehimanicehomeonthe
back porch.

Wetalked tohimevery day and petted himvery
carefully, knowingthat hehad aprickly natureand
an uncertain future.

Thenthewindscameand Spiketook off for the
neighbors' or hid in bushes or sailed over the
housesand back out to the country, wherehewas
born and raised.

If youseehim, tell himwestill lovehimandhave
aplacefor himonthe porch.

Spikeis about 9 inches tall, slender and dark
gray-brown with six-inch thorns. He is alocust
branch.

Why are we keeping awild locust branch asa
pet, you ask. sn’t that alittle dangerous?

WEell, he was pretty tameif you didn’t get him
all riledup.Andlikescissors, youshould never run

8§ cynthia
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with alocust branch.

Histhornswerealittlelikethecat’sclaws— used
mostly tohangon. Hedidn'tever planto causeany
damage and he never drew blood.

Steve brought the little thorn-carrier home a
couple of months ago after walking the doginthe
country.

Hesaid that hehad anew pet for me. Just what |
needed, | thought, something el setofeed and clean
up after. But | was wrong, Spike needed nothing
but a spot on the back porch.

I named him myself. | called him that because
he was so obviously armored. Femalesmay be as

lethal asmales, but they usually camouflageit bet-
ter.

And, yes, wetalked to Spike. Lotsof peopletalk
toplants.

Of course, | dsotalk tothetable, call for my miss-
ing car keysto comeout of hiding and discusssup-
per withtherefrigerator. Sincel’ veyetto haveany
of thesethingstalk back, | consider themall excel-
lent conversationalists.

Spike was an excellent conversationalist. We
couldcarry ondiscussionsall day and henever dis-
agreedwithme— obviously anexcellent compan-
ion, andhemadeagood guardwith all thosespines.

But, thewind came and Spike | eft.

Maybel can get Stevetowalk thedogandfind
poor orphaned cactusthat needsahomeon theback
porch.

It might not bequiteasoriginal asal ocust branch
but it would keep me from missing thekids.

[t 1l remind meof havingthemaround whenthey
wereteens.

Daily efforts as enjoyable as lifetime dream

WASHINGTON — During a contentious Q-
and-A sessionat theNew School inNew York City,
where | was speaking recently, awoman lobbed a
verbal grenadeontothestage. “ Wouldyou goback
to Pennsylvania and run for office? And if so,
would you run asaDemocrat or aRepublican?’

Foramoment | wasuncharacteristically speech-
less. | paused before giving what | thought wasa
pretty smart responsetothetwo-part query.“ | don’t
know, and | don’t know.”

The media buzz triggered by my double-bar-
reled answer indicatesthe need for afuller airing
of my ambitionsat age 55.

When| wasakid| dreamed of leadingacavalry
chargeacrosstheplainsof Russia. My saber raised
high, my horse galloping, | was single-handedly
defeating the Communist enemy.

Asafantasy, it'sstill hard to beat.

When | grew older, my heart stirred to other
notions of glory.

AsaPhiladel phiahigh-schooler | wanted to be
aU.S. senator. | read “ Adviseand Consent” with
fascination. OnabandtriptoWashington| thrilled
at the sight of Hubert Humphrey standing before
aCapitol elevator. When the Democratshad their
conventioninAtlantic City, | waited inthe crowd
to see and shakethe hands of thefuture anti-Viet-
nam War hero Eugene M cCarthy.

chris
matthews
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| had caught the Senate bug whilestill in grade
school, watching Republican Hugh Scott win his
upsetin1958, beginning hislong career asthedis-
tinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania. In my
first national election, | voted for his Democratic
colleague, thegreat liberal reformer Joseph Clark.

Butincollege, | watched the power of Philadel-
phia Inquirer columnist Joe McGinniss. Three
mornings a week, he jolted the city’s breakfast
tables and car pools with his 800 words of am.
audacity. Radio talk-show hosts would open by
asking listeners, “ So, what do you think of
McGinniss?’

Ingrad school, | madeahabit of catching CBS'
Eric Sevareiddeliver hisbig-picturereflectionson
theVietnam debate. One of Edward R. Murrow’s
boys from World War |1, he spoke with the crisp
authority of someonewho’ dbeenthere. | could not
think of anythinggrander, morevital totheRepub-
lic, thanto beaTV newscommentator.

Judging by my career, those dreams have been
powerful. Coming homefrom Africain the Peace
Corps three decades ago, | came straight here to
learn about politics and government. | worked for
theestimable Edmund M uskie, wrote speechesfor
President Carter, and served Speaker of the House
Tip O’ Neill in his daily philosophic battles with
President Reagan.

A decade and a half ago | made my insider’s
knowledgemy ammoinexposingthepolitical sys-
temtonewspaper readers. |’ vetriedtodothesame,
atad moreraucously, on TV with “Hardball.”

Today, | lovewhat | do. Unlike the el ected offi-
cia, | gettotell thewholetruth, not just oneside of
it. Unlikethe politician, | can argue positionshon-
estly and without fear that | might offend aloyal
constituent group. Name a politician, president or
senator — Republican or Democrat — who can
honestly claim the same.

| get to write and speak both freely and passion-
ately inafree country, and | get peopleto listen to
me. Short of drivingthenext Joe Stalin off themap,
| can’t think of abetter thing to do with my life.

ChrisMatthews, a nationally syndi cated colum-
nist for the San Francisco Chronicle, is host of
“Hardball” onCNBCand MSNBC cablechannels,
The 1999 edition of “ Hardball” was published by
Touchstone Books.

Buyers need to watch for previously wrecked vehicles

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

Last month | purchased aused car from alocal
dealer. | wasabletodriveit for oneweek beforeit
literally startedfallingapart onme. Thedealer did
not want to work with me regarding the repairs,
soinfrustration, | took it to another dealer. That
dealer found so many problems with the car that
the cost of therepairsamost exceedswhat | paid
forthecar! Attorney General Stovall, | just want
to give the car back to the dealer and walk away.
Canyou help?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

My Consumer Protection divisioninvestigated
the history of your vehicle and discovered that it
had been previously wrecked and rebuilt. It be-
came especially apparent that major body work
had been performed when wediscovered that the
driver’s side door came off a different year car.
Nowhereinyour paperwork wasit disclosedtoyou
that thisvehiclehad beenwrecked. Furthermore,
the car was al so experiencing major mechanical
problems, such as coolant leaks from the head
gaskets, afaulty fuel pump, and broken motor
mounts.

Atfirstthecar dealer wasadamant about either
fixing the car or putting you into another car of
equal or greater value. If youtraded up, youwould
haveto pay for the difference. Not surprisingly,
you had lost confidence in this particular dealer-
ship and wanted to give the car back and havethe
loan canceled. The Kansas Consumer Protection
Act (KCPA) statesthat failing to discloseamate-
rial factisadeceptiveact or practice. Wecontacted
the dealership and informed it that by failing to
disclosethat thiscar had been previously wrecked

and rebuilt wasaviolation of the KCPA. Further-
more, themechani cal condition of thecar, coupled
withthedealer’spreviousunwillingnessto repair
the car, also violated the KCPA. The KCPA re-
quiresthat every supplier honor theimplied war-
rantiesof merchantability and fitnessfor aparticu-
lar purposefor any product soldin Kansas. It was
obvious that this car did not meet these implied
warranties, asyou were only ableto drive the car
for aweek.

After weinformed thedeal ership of theseviola
tions, and to avoid alawsuit, it agreed to buy the
car back, whichincluded paying off the |loan and
reimbursing you for the two payments you had
made on theloan.

Althoughdealershipsarerequiredby lawtodis-
close material facts, such aspreviousdamagetoa
vehicle, the best way to protect yourself from ex-
pensive surprisesisto have any car you are con-
sidering purchasing checked over by a qualified
mechanic whom you trust. Also, consider having
atitle history run on the car to check for any
“branded” titles, suchassal vageor previously non-
highway. Thiswould indicate that the car at one
point had sustained severe damage.

If you have had any problemswith thepurchase
of avehicle, please contact my Consumer Protec-
tiondivision at 1-800-432-2310.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someofthedetailshave
been changed, the casesappearing inthiscolumn
arebasedonactual complaints. For further infor-
mation or to file a complaint, please write Attor-
ney General Carla J. Sovall, Consumer Protec-

tion Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka,
Kansas 66612, or call the toll-free Consumer
Hotline, 1-800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, num
ber and subject of your inquiry with the reception-
ist and an agent will returnyour call promptly.
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