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commentary

from other pens...

Teachers must be paid
like other professionals

TheTopeka Capital-Jour nal on teachers:

There are some legislators who are openly hostile to public educa-
tion, and who would probably just as soon starveit.

Most of us, however, realize that education can be the difference
between alifeand alifewell-lived.

And that the public education systemisstill the backbone of educa-
tioninAmerica

But even when it comesto private schools, the question isthe same:
When arewegoing to start paying teachersliketheinval uable profes-
sionalsthey are?

The answer: Hopefully before too many more of themretire, leave
thestateor s mply exittheprofessioninanunderstandableeffort tomake
aliving. ...

The Kansas Legislature certainly didn't help. Lawmakers, more
worried about their own political reputations, failed to addresstheis-
sueof teacher recruitment and retentionin Kansasthisyear. Theresult
isthat local school districtsmay beforcedtoraiselocal property taxes
just to keep up — if they have any room to do so under the law, and
somedistrictsdo not. ...

Accountability isthebuzzwordin educationtoday. Everyoneislook-
ing for waysto hold schools— read: teachers — accountable for the
performanceof their students. Thestateislooking at raising standards
for teachers by the 2003-04 school year.

When will we hold oursel ves accountabl e for paying teachers what
they’ reworth?

TheGarden City Telegram on Timothy M cVeigh:

Don't think for asecond that it won't happen again.

Timothy McVeigh'sexecution (June 11) may have closed achapter
inAmericanterrorism, but therewill beothersthat arefar moreviolent
and deadly. You can count onit.

McVeigh's legacy as a martyr was immortalized by his cam de-
meanor at the time of his death. By most accounts, he took his last
breaths, then died with eyes wide open. There was no struggling, no
desperate pleafor mercy. ...

For the families of the victims of the Oklahoma City tragedy,
McVeigh'sexecution bringslittle solace. ...

McVeigh not only stripped a nation of its sense of security, but it
showed other aspiring anarchists that one person can forever change
the course of history. Inthat, he achieved hisgoal s of making the gov-
ernment pay for what hebelieved very strongly weregrossmisdeedsat
places named Waco and Ruby Ridge.

To reasonable people, McVeighisamonster; to others, heisahero
whose namewill bevirtually deified in the annal s of mass murder. ...

Someone will come along who wants to claim that mantle as their
own, and modern technology will makeit possible. It'sjust amatter of
time.

Nexttimeit couldbeaschool, or acrowded sportsvenue, or achurch.
It could be another fertilizer bomb, or plastic explosive, or even, God
forbid, some sort of nuclear device.

McVeighexposed our vulnerability. All wecando now isbeready to
deal with whatever comes next.
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OK, THATC A |
START — NOW, LETS
WORK ON THE
EMPHASIS ...

Death reminds us that our time is fleeting

| don’t know about you, but my calendar says
another month ishalf gone.

Where doesthetime go?

Death iscoming, and we' reinvolvedin trivial
things, pretending that it will never happento us.
Butitwill. Eventualy wewill al die.

Yet we put off doing and saying the things that
will make others— and ourselves— happy.

My family recently had atragedy — the unex-
pected death of three members.

A few short momentserased themforever from
theearth - though not fromour hearts. Wereel with
thenews, God’s" shock system” making usnumb
and unbelieving. Wereach back inthought for all
the happy memories, the good times, the smiles
and hugs that we would never share with them
again.

But of coursetherearealsothefeelingsof guilt
when we remember the things we didn’t do, the
things we wish we' d have said more often, the
times when we ignored or were too involved in
other things. Tragedy hasaway of puttingusall in
our places.

Werealizethat our liveswill get back tonormal,
and lifewill go on.

State law lifts

Oneof theleast understood changesin Kansas
law in recent years has been the movement to al-
low the names of older juveniles charged with
crimesto be made public.

Reversing atrend which became the standard
for most of the 20th century, the Legislature de-
cided that kids tempted to do bad things might
think twice if they knew that everyone in town
would read about it in the newspaper.

This was a conscious decision, made because
juvenilecrimeratesweresoaring and peoplewere
just not sympatheticto thosekidswhowerecaus-
ing the problem.

Thethingis, many peopleinthe system — po-
lice, sheriffs, prosecutors, other officials, parents,
juveniles— seem to be unaware of the change.

Maybeit’sthat theideaof juvenile casesbeing
sealed becamesoingrainedthat noonenaticedthe
change. Maybe some peopledon’t agree.

A lot of people havetheideatoday, years after
thechange, that anyoneunder 18isentitledtopri-
vate handling in the courts. But the Legislature
decided that secrecy was, in effect, encouraging
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We can never replacetheloss, but wealso can't
livewith the constant pain. Thedisbelief that was
followed by numbnesswill giveway toacceptance.
Wewill kick and scream against it, but eventually,
we will either accept the loss or die ourselves.
There'sapart of usthat will never bethe same, a
holeof grief whichwill never befilled, but wewill
goon.

We will feel mortified when we begin to laugh
again. Wewill feel we' ve betrayed them whenthe
first day goes by without remembering and hurt-
ing. Whenwe mix up the family stories by put-
tinginthewrong names, we' || beembarrassed. We
will feel guilty whentheir facesbegintoblurinour
memory.

Thesethingswill happen at sometimeor other.
They are part of the coping mechanism that God
has graciously built into our bodies and minds.

Continual livingwiththefirst stunning hurt woulc
beabsolutely unbearable. The shock hasto lessen
orwewill bethrowing ourselvesintothegravewitt
thelost ones.

God'sWord saysthat weareto givethanksinall
things. We can already give thanks for their lives
and their love, but our hearts reject giving thanks
for their loss. All we can doisthank God for shar-
ingthemwithus. They weregiftstousto enjoy anc
mold — and be changed by.

Wewouldnot hurt at their lossif wehadn’tlovec
them. Andthat lovewasso preciousthat itiswortl
the pain. Wewould not giveup the painif it mean
missing thelove.

Maybe someday we will understand this heart-
break, but right now, we' restill asking, “Why?” Anc
all we can do islove even more the oneswho are
left; who knows when we will separated? We are
not guaranteed even the next moment.

| have wondered what the readers think of my
writing, and with the help of the Goodland Daily
Newsand nwkansas.comthey have established ar
e-mail boxfor me. If you haveanythoughtsonwha
| write or suggestions please write to me a
<lornagt@nwkansas.com>
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juvenile crime. Members viewed publicity asa
deterrent.

Many newspapersactually are not aware of the
change, andwhenthey seek information, they run
intolaw officersand county attorneyswho arenot
informed.

The Legislature actually made two changes.
First, it made open therecords of anyone 16 or 17
chargedwithanoffenseinjuvenilecourt. Still frus-
tratedwithjuvenilecrime, theL egid aturechanged
thelaw again, allowing county attorneystorelease
names and detailsin casesinvolving kids 14 and
15.

Butyearslater, it’spossibletowal k intoacourt-
house, policestationor sheriff’sofficeand betold
you cannot seerecordsin these cases. Sometimes

you havetogotothecounty attorney or judgeto see
them, and carry acopy of thelaw.

Isitright toreveal juvenile’'snames?

| think so. | think publicity isadeterrent to alof
of juvenilecrime. I’ veheard fromenoughjuveniles
stung by having their name in the papers to think
that it can work.

And | think any teen big enough, tough enougt
and mean enough to be out committing a felony
ought to haveto face the opinions of his peers, his
community and his county. It'sonly fair. Some of
thesekidshavecommitted murder, assault, rapeanc
robbery, after all. They aren’t just misguided;
they're mean.

And those who are just starting down this roac
may think twice when they find out that the entire
townwill know what they did. I’ ve seenit happen

That’ sprobably mean, but juvenilecrimeismean
Just ask thevictims.

But right or wrong, in Kansas and in agrowing
number of states, cases of older juveniles are nc
longer handled behind closed doors. That’sthelaw
Andthat'stheway it needsto be.

U.S. to share missile defense?

President Bush could utterly disarm his critics
by offering to negotiate amissile-defense sharing
arrangement with Russiaand China.

Demoacratsat homeandalliesabroad areopposed
toBush’snational missile-defenseproposa mainly
becauseheseemsbent on unilaterally abandoning
the1972Anti-BallisticMissileTreaty, muchashe
dumpedthe 1997 Kyoto Protocol onglobal warm-
ing.

DemocratssuchasSen. Carl Levin, Mich., chair-
man of the Armed Services Committee, are also
opposedtorushing toward deployment of asystem
that has not proved to work and might be enor-
mously expensive.

However, if BushofferedtorenegotiatetheABM
Treaty with Russia and to share missile-defense
systemswiththat nationandeventually withChina,
hecouldsubstantialy quiet hiscriticsandgaintheir
support for speeded-up research.

A careful reading of statementsby such adversar-
iesasLevinand SenateForeign RelationsChairman
JosephBiden, D-Del., suggeststhey wouldgoalong
with anegotiated missile-defense arrangement.

Levinsaidhefavors*robust researchand devel -
opment” of defensive systems, particularly those
designed to destroy missilesin their early boost
phase to counteract threats from potentially
troublesomenationssuchasNorth K oreaand Iran.

Hehasarguedthat“ it makessensetotry tomodify
the ABM treaty to permit development of limited
NMD systemswhile preserving strategic stability
and acooperativerelationship with Russia.”

Similarly, Biden said last year that “a coopera-
tivemissiledefense could knit Russiainto a\West-
ern defense framework. ... It might just pave the
way for aworldwide shift from puredeterrenceto
amix of offense and defense.”

Infact. in somespeeches Bush hassounded asif

morton
kondracke
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heiswilling to talk with Russia and China about
missile defense, though he’s made it clear he
wouldn’t give them aveto on U.S. plans, asthe
Democrats seem inclined to do.

At other times, however, administration officials
— Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld for one —
have suggested we would rush to deploy missile de-
fensesassoonaspossible, regardlessof anyoneelse's
views, breaking out of theABM Treaty eventhough
Americaisn’t ready to conduct testsin space yet.

Critics can't figure out whether shifting admin-
istration statementsrepresent conflict betweenthe
hawkish Rumsfeld and moderate Secretary of State
Colin Powell or agood cop/bad cop act designed
to make Bush look likeacentrist.

L acking certainty, they’ veassumedtheworst —
that Bushislike atennisball being knocked back
andforth between histop advisersandthat hecould
as easily end up siding with the unilateralist
Rumsfeld aswith the diplomatic Powell.

Even though Bush has described missile defense
as being designed mainly as protection against at-
tacksfrom “rogue’ states such asNorth Koreaand
Irag, Democratsand overseasalliesworry heintends
todevelopasystemdirected against Chinaand Rus-
sia, which would encourage anew armsrace.

Suchasystemwould behuge, costly and, itscrit-
icssay, ineffectivebecause Russiawouldmaintain
itsmissilearsenal and Chinawould develop oneto
overcomeit.

Bush couldstrikethroughthefog of suspicion by

telling Russia, Chinaand U.S. dliesthat they’ d be
defended by the system under terms to be negoti-
ated in asuccessor tothe ABM Treaty.

When Bush first unveiled his new nuclear strat-
egy in hisMay 1 speech at the National Defense
University, he promised to “consult closely” with
aliesand said hewas“not presenting ... unilatera
decisionsalready made.”

He added, “WEe'll also need to reach out to other
interested states, including Chinaand Russia.” Rus-
siaand the United States, hesaid, “ should work to-
gether to devel op anew foundation for world peace
and security inthe 21st century.”

Hedid not offer to “work together” with China,
presumably becausesomeintheadministrationare
convincedthat theUnited Statesand Chinaaredes-
tined to become strategic adversaries later in this
century.

Nevertheless, the offer should have been made
(and still could be) as a carrot to encourage better
behavior by China. It would cost the United States
nothing. Andif Chinapursued ahostile path, nego-
tiations could be broken off.

Lately, Bush has reversed some other early
unilateralist positions, taking Powell’s side by
agreeingtokeep U.S. troopsintheBalkans, negoti-
ate with North Korea and take an active part in
Middle East diplomacy.

In Europe last week, he also agreed to interna-
tional cooperation on global warming while con-
tinuing to reject the Kyoto agreement, which even
our alieshaven't ratified.

A missile offer to Russia and China could help
convincecriticsthat wedo not plantogoit alonein
foreign policy, but to maintain the traditional U.S.
role of world leader.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call. the newspaper of Capitol Hill.



