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commentary

from other pens...

New light shed
on old capitol feud

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON—In 1853, anArmy engineer begankeepingashort-
handjournal that preserved aprivaterecord of theexpansion of theU.S.
Capitol and the design of the dome that becameits enduring symbol.

Theseweretheyearsjust before the nation’s plungeinto Civil War,
and Capt. Montgomery C. Meigs set out ahighly personal account of
theinternal politics, bruised egosand personal rancor that marked the
construction process.

ButasMeigs penflew acrossthe pages, hisshorthand system unin-
tentionally turned the pages of hisjournal into avirtual time capsule,
onethat would tantalize historians for more than a.century.

Meigs, wholater roseto becomequartermaster general of theUnion
Army, kept hisjournalsin an early form of Pitman shorthand. It soon
became obsol ete, defying effortsto transcribeit.

Becauseno onecouldread them, Meigs' journalslay unused decade
after decade at the Library of Congress— until the Senate Historical
Officefound away to crack the code.

In1991, William D. Mohr, who had retired from a23-year career as
reporter of debatesfor the Senate, agreed to begin the task of tranglat-
ingthejournals, firstinto modern shorthand, theninto standard English.

They lay out apreviously hidden account of the highly personal feud
between Meigs, who was appointed to oversee construction, and Tho-
masU. Walter, thearchitect who drew the plansfor the Capitol’sdome
and new House and Senate wings.

“Itreadslikeanovel,” saysWendy Wolf, the historian who prepared
thejournalsfor publication. “I1tisamorassof backbitingandintrigue.”

“Thisissomeonefrom morethan acentury ago speakingto usabout
the building of the largest single addition to the Capitol,” says histo-
rian DonaldA. Ritchie. “It unlocksalot of mysteries.”

Meigs diariesweredeliveredinmonthly packetsasMohr trand ated
each section. One of the early beneficiarieswasWilliam C. Allen, ar-
chitectural historian in the Office of Architect of the Capitol.

Using Meigs' journals as part of his source material, Allen wrote a
monumental bicentennial history of the Capitol scheduled to be pub-
lished thisfall by the Government Printing Office.

Allen says the relationship between engineer and architect soured
when Meigsassumed control of theinterior decoration of the Capitol,
then grew jealous of the applause Walter received when he displayed
hisdesignsfor anew and soaring dome.

M eigsbegan sketching hisowndomedesigns. Oneproposal included
flying buttresses. “I can makealittle greater height and amore grace-
ful outline,” hewrote, and was distressed when few agreed.

Atonepoint, Meigshad engraved copper platesinsertedinthefresh
mortar under marbleblocks. Intended as messagesto future archeol o-
gists, they named him as*engineer in charge” of the extension.

Walter'sview of al thishaslong been on therecord.

“l amunder, probably, themost tyrannical, despotic, vainand unscru-
pulous man the world ever saw,” Walter said in aletter. “He seeksto
rob me of everything he can to pamper hisown vanity.”

Meigs journal ispeppered withfamousnames. Jefferson Davis, the
U.S. secretary of war with whom Meigs first worked, became presi-
dent of the Confederacy.

After trying to carry hisdispute with the architect first to Floyd and
then to President Buchanan, Meigsreceived ordersin 1859 banishing
himtoamilitary postintheDry Tortugas, islandsoff theFloridaK eys.

War wasat hand when Meigsreturned to the Capitol in 1861 and he
soon left to help equip thefederal armies.

“History would remember Meigs' high aspirationsfor the Capitol,”
Allenwrites, “ hisadministrative prowess, hisamazing energy and his
unshakabl e honesty.”

EDITOR SNOTE — Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White
House, Congress and Washington's history for more than 30 years.
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Bundle of joy prowdes some funny memories

He cameinto our lives about three weeks after
weweremarried. We' dthought alot about what it
would be like when he actually arrived. Never
could we haveimagined what wewereinfor.

When we got our little bundle of joy home, we
realized we had nowherefor himto sleep. Decid-
ing alargebox would do, weput hisblanket inthe
bottoma ongwithasmall stuffed animal that used
to belong to my husband, Levi.

We had known he would be getting up in the
night but were not prepared for the production of
itall. Oneof uswould wakewhen hecried, goto
him, pick himup and after all thenecessitieswere
takencareof, hold himuntil hewent back tosleep.
As he got older, this was not good enough. He
would not go back tosleepasquickly, forcingone
of usto hold him longer.

Yes, welook back on thoselong nightsfondly.
We even laugh about the morning when | thought
itwouldbenicefor himtolay inbedwithmewhile
Levi wasintheshower. Of course, | wasn'tlaugh-
ing when | felt thewarmth on my leg and saw the
big puddie on the bed, but it's pretty funny now.

We couldn’t get mad; hewasjust alittle puppy.
And, whenyougottago, yougottago. Baxter, now
that he is older, doesn’t have accidents like that
anymore.

debra
turner

® just beginning

Baxter’sreal mother isaGerman shorthair and
hisfather ablack lab. Considering hisfather lived
onfarmacouple milesover, therereally wasn't a
question of whether or not they could keep him.

Hismom didn’t seem too sad to see him go, but
wetakehimback tovisit sothey cankeepintouch.
Baxter looksalot like hisfather but ismore slen-
der likehismother, eventhough hetowersover her.
And who knowswhere he got hiscrazy personal -
ity.

When Baxter wasstill pretty little, hewasscared
of most everything. Hewasscared of theball with
thebellsinsideandthesqueaky toy our nieceHaley
got him. Wewouldfindhimcryingat thedoor when
the little neighbor dogs wandered into our yard.
Sometimeswewouldn’tevenknow what it wasthat
scared him so. As he’sgotten older, he has almost
mastered the art of pretending he’'s not scared.
However, just the other day he came running into

theroomwith hislip quivering.

He's gotten so much bigger than | thought he
would. Wehavetowatchwhereweset water glasses
becausewith oneswift movement of thetail, hecan
send it sailing throught the air. 1t doesn’t seem to
bother him one bit. He just looks back like “what
wasthat?’ He can also see into the trash can. He
doesn’'tusually getintoit, but sometimeswhenitis
full, he sneaksalittle something out to snack on.

Frisbee isour little one's passion. He takes his
frisbeewithhimeverywhere, and | domeanevery-
where. Hepropsit up against hisbowl whenheeats,
hecan't leaveit behind if we go somewhereinthe
car andyou can bet hesleepswithit. If it getsstuck
inatree, hewill sit underneath looking up until we
cangetitout.

He'll play frisbee in any kind of weather. Of
course, whenit hails, hehasto stop sohecan eat a
few icepelletsoff theground. That’ swhat hethinks
hail is, ice cubesfalling from the sky.

Baxter lovessnow. Helikestorun, pounceonhis
frisbeeand slideuntil itisburiedinthesnow. Then
hedigsit out, shakesit off and isready togo again.

Whennoonehastimetothrow thefrisbeefor him,
hewill sit for hours behind atreejust waiting. He
doesn’'t mindhow longittakesjust, aslongassome-
one comesout to throw it at least oncein awhile.

A cold war in Washington? And how!

Isitisolationist to develop amissileshield?

Isthat anything liketheright to carry law?

Maybebothareabout protecting oursel vesfrom
ruffians.

Let’'sseehere, youcan'tfindthe“1’ll takeyour
guns” Indians anywhere, since the election of
2000. It seemsthey have been replaced by thetax
refund Indians, so elections do matter. What had
been arisky scheme (tax cuts) for thehang around
thefort Indiansnow wasnot sorisky out wherethe
busesdon’t run.

Maybe yes maybe no, both tribes may be puff-
ing on the peace pipe but they are not inhaling.
Sincethelast tribal council (election) it seemsthe
northeastern I ndiansareonthewar path sayingwe
don’'t care what the chic’sin the sticks thinks we
arethe balance of power. Sowhy doesn't that big
Chief in the White Teepee smoke the peace pipe
withus?But whenthat didn’t happen oneof those
Indianschangedtribesand whenthat happenedthe
war paint came out and thewar dance hasjust be-
gun.

The way they are acting in Washington you
wouldthink wewereinanother coldwar. Well you
ain't seen nothing yet, wait till thebig Chief inthe
White Teepee, tries to name his Indian to the su-
preme council (Supreme Court). Wonder if they
wouldforget about the pricegouging energy com-
panies? Right they will forget everything.

Frustrated with

Dear Editor:

| amafrustrated, angry and disheartened farmer
because of thethingsthat aretaking placein agri-
culture today. Rural and family values are the
backboneof our nation. Thefamily farmmust not
be substituted by corporate agriculture.

What ishappening inthefarm sector today isa
pre-planned political move by thelarge corpora-
tions, namely Cargill, Conagra, and ADM who
havethemoney andthepolitical clout and muscle
to influence elections and thus run this country.
Thesevertically integratedfood clustersarework-
ing to get the single most important necessities of
lifeunder their control, namely food. Our govern-
ment is so influenced by this power machine that
they arealowingthistotakeplacewithvery little
being doneto stopit. Eventhevery machinery it
hasto protect thefamily farmisnot being usedto
stop the concentration that is taking placein the
agriculture sector. Our anti-trust lawsare not be-
ing enforced to prevent some of thehugemergers
fromtaking place.

Thesehugefood clustersaregettingunder their
control most of thenecessary inputsthat thefarmer
needs, namely seed, chemicals, fertilizer, etc. Not
only do they control the inputs; they arethe only
marketswe havefor our products. It doesn’t take
agenius to figure out who is going to make the
lion’sshareof theprofitinthispicture. Thefarmer
will benothing morethanininstrument toenhance

wayne
gattshall

® waynne’s world

That's where the rubber meets the road. Since
theworld currency crisisbackin 1997 wehavetwo
Americas. Look at the election night map of the
United States, oneisred (east and west coast) and
theotherisgreen, thegreat middieAmerica. From
thelooks of Congressyou would think the south-
ernstateshadwontheCivil War. Infact theredand
greenpart of thecountry aresofar apart they can’t
understand each other’slanguage. Theredssay its
global warming, stupid.

Butthereareplacesinthegreenpart of America
that say the question of global warmingisthesur-
real mutteringsof anativeAmericanreligion. Then
the reds say wait a minute, you messiahs of the
Jerusalem Syndromearedesecrating theconstitu-
tion.

Thetruthisif therewastheseparation of church
andstatebothtribeswould beinthed ammer. They
say the other tribe is manifestations of evil, evil,
genuineevil. Sofightlikethedevil becauseif we
|lose the other guy makesall therules.

It is"give me power or give me death.” It con-
sumed one U.S. presidency and two U.S. House
speakers. But all of thisdoesn’t mean acow chip.

Someone should ask why are all the Kyoto pro-
testersintheEuropean Unionusing English?That's
simplebecauseitisshownonU.S. television. The
environsdon’tlikethebig Chief intheWhite Tee-
pee. All hewantsto do isto buy moretomahawks,
(missiledefense) and they want himto go after the
price gougers.

You know there may be price gougers, but re-
member al the talk of a Exxon Mobil oil merger
back in 1998? Then oil was $10 abarrel and the
perpetratorssaidweneed moremarket power inthis
new world order.

Market power, does that mean no competition
when corporations merge with their competitors?
Yesit redly does, nearly every day another food
processor is merging with each other. Beef with
chicken, beef with pork, or al threeinto one con-
sortium. They say just givethem Pepsi or Coke, they
taste the same.

Sosomeintheir delusional stateof mind say low
food pricesisbetter than atax cut, and higher gas
andfood pricesisatax bracket creeponthepeople.
OK, so now we have the highest gas and diesel
pricesin history. Just something to think about!

© 2001 Wayne Gattshall wayneg@goodland-
.ixks.com

changes taking place in farming

from our
readers

® to the editor

their profits. Thefarmer of thefuturewill not need
a college education because the big corporations
will supply al thetechnol ogy and thecontractsthey
holdwill dictatewhat inputsthefarmer will useand
what grades and quality will be delivered to their
destinationwith all specsof thecontract met. You
had better havetheir insurance so that in case of a
disaster or any reason that you cannot deliver the
desired quality or quantity you might still bein
businessto fulfill the next contract for them. The
few who try to operate outside these contractual

agreementswill be squeezed out because, remem-
ber, they control thepricesoyou'’ | get avery mea-
ger price. Government paymentsarebeing phased
out and President Bush’snew tax cut packagewill

not allow for much assistance from the tax piein
thefuture.

One of our biggest farm organizations, which
claim to be for us, has not taken alead in thisen-
deavor to save the family farm because they too,
areapart of thiscorporateladder with connections
to thismoney machine.

Evenour stateuniversitieswith hugegrantsfrom

corporate America, are being used to further re-
search to benefit corporate America’s vertical
movement, forgetting the very reasons the land
grant universitieswereinstitutedin thefirst place.
Many of their instructorsareteaching thelessontc
dance to the drumbeat of corporate America,
namely, that you had better gear upfor thisnew pic-
turefor agriculture or get out.

Russiatoday isgoing toward more freedom anc
independence for their farmers with more incen-
tivesfor labor. We, inthiscountry, aregravitating
tothecorporatefarmsthat havefailedinRussia. I
thiswhat wereally want in America?

Our rural communitiesarewithering away. The
current trends in agriculture can only hasten this
decline. We need to try to support our local busi-
nessesand avoidtheWal -marts, who arethedown:-
fall of small businesson Main Street.

Farmer friends, we are over abarrel. What are
we going to do about it? We may betoo late! We
must not godownwithout adiligent fight. Wemust
contact our representatives in Congress, our na-
tional leaders, Secretary of Agriculture, Ann
Veneman, andyes, even President Bush, our church
|eaders, and anyonewho might beabl etoinfluence
thisvery negativepicturefor rural Americaandthe
American way of life. Our rural way of lifeisat
stake. Becomeinvolved and voiceyour concerns.

Robert Farrell

Hill City



