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DAY CARE, from Page 1

building, we need to ask the hospi-
tal for $5,000.”

Board member Artie Showalter
said shefeltit wasanimportant step
for boththehospital and thecommu-
nity and made the motion to donate
$5,000 to the Topside Tots.

Member PeteWhalen called it an
investment in the future when he
seconded the motion.

“lamall infavor of aday carecen-
ter,” Hoelting said, “but | amnot sure
the hospital ought to be the one do-
nating.”

Board member Larry McCants
said he had to abstain because his
bank wasworking withthegroupto
help finance the project. He said he
wasinfavor of theproject, but could
not vote on the matter because of a
conflict of interest. When a hand
votewascalledfor, McCantsleftthe
room, leaving only seven board
membersto vote.

Board members Steve Evert and
Irvinsaidthey agreedwithHoelting
that it wasagood project, but did not
feel it was proper for the hospital to
spend the money considering itsfi-
nancial condition.

Dr. Bongers, a board member of
both the hospital and the day care
group, said the hospital would find

Day care to open without hospital’s cash

itdifficulttogrow andattract young
people without having a day care
center.

“I believethisisasmall amount to
invest to helpthehospital grow,” he
said.

Hospital Human Resource Direc-
tor DaleSchieldssaidthat theneedfor
day carehasmadeit difficulttorecruit
employeesfor the hospital, and that
it is a constant question from those
being interviewed for positions.

Penny Nemecheck, board secre-
tary who helped write a $43,000
grant for the day care center, said
they haveawaiting list of 15for the
center, includingfivecurrent hospi-
tal employeesaswell asseveral from
theschool district andthevocational
college.

Elliott said the problem is that
whilethe grant can be used to open
and operate the day care center, it
cannot be used to purchase abuild-
ing.

With McCants present, the vote
had been split 3-2with JoyceMoore
trying to decide which way to vote
and Hoelting thinking he may have
to break atieif she voted against.
McCants’ abstentionwould count as
ano vote under parliamentary pro-
cedure, but he madeit an odd num-
ber by leaving the room before the
hand vote.

“1 am having a hard time decid-
ing,” shesaid. “I really want to see
day carein Goodland, but | amalso
worried about thehospital finances.

“Whereistherest of thecommu-
nity support? | am afraid there will
not beenough support for theproject
and we couldlook foolish spending
money thisway.”

Nemecheck said many people
haveindicated support, but much of
itisin-kindrather thanupfront cash.
Shesaidtheschool district waslook-
ing at selling mealsto the center so
they would not havetoinstall acom-
mercial kitchen. (The school board
decided Monday night tolet theday
care pick up lunches.)

“1 understandthehospital finances
aretight,” Dr. Bongerssaid, “but this
is away to help us find the good
peopleweneedtobringthepeopl eto
us for services. In the past we have
spent much morefor lessreturn.”

When Hoelting asked for a hand
vote, Showalter, Whalen and
Bongersraised their handsin favor,
and Mooremadeitamajority, saying
“I redly want to seeday caresucceed,
and | hopel don’t regret this.”

Irvin and Evert voted no, and
Hoelting did not vote becausethere
wasnot atie. Board member Dennis
Shank wasabsent, and M cCantswas
out of theroom.

Catfish prices drop in United States

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — The
nation’s catfish industry isgearing up
for apotential legal battle over theim-
port of fishfrom Viethamthat produc-
ers say is netting up to 10 percent of
their business.

Hugh Warren, executivevicepresi-
dent of Catfish Farmers of America,
saidpricesaredroppingfor U.S.-raised
catfish and the Vietnamese fish isto
blame.

Producers say asmuch as 1 million
pounds of Vietnamese catfish isim-
ported into the United States each
month.

U.S. Reps. Ronnie Showsand Ben-
nie Thompson, both Mississippi
Democrats, want the Bush adminis-
trationto requirecountry-of-originla-

belson catfish, particularly that com-
ing into the country from Vietnam.
They said the Vietnamese package
their catfishtoimitateU.S. brandsand
logos.

Warren said growers are optimistic
President Bush will support the new
labeling. If Bushdoesn't, Warrensaid
theindustry mustlook at other ways—
including alawsuit—to halt theprice
declinebeforedomestic producersare
hurt.

“Wearenot ready to concedethat we
cannot make somevery positive steps
towardresolvingthelabelingand nam-
ing issue,” Warren said. “We do have
somelegal optionsavailabletousinthe
event that we are unsuccessful in get-
ting an agreement.”

CatfishisbigbusinessinMississippi
and el sewherein the South.

Mississippi has roughly 110,000
acres of pondsand produced 600 mil-
lionpoundsof catfishlast year — about
70percent of thenation’stotal produc-
tion.

Mississippi had $300 millionin cat-
fish sales last year, according to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. The
nation’s producers, who were paid a
high of about 77 cents per pound in
April 2000, had to accept 70 cents per
pound six monthslater andthepriceis
till falling, Warren said.

Producers also complain that Viet-
nam’s costs are low because of cheap
labor and weak environmental and
food regulations.

Board approves education policy

HOSPITAL, from Page 1

Vignery had reviewed the draft and
said it would be within the law and
cover the needs of the hospital.

Board member Pete Whalen moved
to approve the policy, saying it wasa
good step, and that if changesneed to
be made later it can be amended. The
board unanimously approved the mo-
tion.

Turning to arequest for assistance
from Alan David, an emergency
medical technician seekingtotakean
advanced program, Jolly said the to-
tal of therequest was$27,850, and he
hoped the hospital would agreeto pay
one-third withthe Northwest Kansas
AreaFoundationtaking another third
and Sherman County taking thefinal
third.

The costs includes $4,695 for the
cost of thecourse, $2,970for meal sand
rent expense and $20,216 for family
expenses while he was attending the
nine-month course.

Board member Larry McCantssaid
he was uncomfortable paying for
things other than the actual cost of
training and related costs.

He suggested that the board tell
David they would possibly have
about $2,500 availableto help repay
the cost of the course after it was
completed.

Lynn Hoelting, who was acting as
chairman because of the absence of
Doug Irvin, said therequest did not fit
the criteria of the new policy, and felt
David would have to find outside fi-

nancing.

Human Resource Director Dale
Schields said David was applying for
aloan to cover the cost, but was hav-
ing sometroublegetting all theproper
signatures.

He said he did not know what the
status was at that time. Jolly said he
had not talked to David about the re-
quest.

M cCants made a motion to have
Jolly notify Davidthat therequest does
not fit the new policy.

Looking at the financial figuresfor
May, Andy Laue, chief financial of-
ficer, saidit wasnot agreat monthwith
alossof $42,450, which bringstheto-
tal afor the year $96,993. The one
bright spot isthat thisislessthan half
of the loss at this time last year
($212,046).

However, the year-to-date loss is
about $22,000 greater thanexpectedin
the budget, which had anticipated a
lossof $74,970.

Oneareaof theexpenseswhichwas
ahead of budget was purchased ser-
vices, whichincludesthemobileMRI
machine, mobilenuclear medicineand
currently the mobile mammogram
machine.

Lauesaidtherecontinuestobesome
problemswithacoupleof departments
being ahead of wherethey should bein
labor costs.

“We are talking to the department
heads and trying to develop a bench-
mark to bring thesewithin proper lim-
its,” hesaid.

The revenue for May was up by

$42,000and thehospital wasbusy, but
theexpenseswereal so up by $46,000.
The loss of $42,450 was $29,038
greater than expected in the budget,
which had planned on a loss of
$13,412.

In other business, the board:

« Approved revisions to the policy
manuals for medical records and res-
piratory therapy.

* Agreedto suspendthecapital cam-
paign until the goals have been re-
viewed. It was al so suggested that the
hospital needsafull-timedevel opment
person to reach the goals.

« Jolly told the board the new mam-
mography machineisawaiting certifi-
cation, andthat may takeseveral weeks
yet.

 Heard a presentation from Jason
Scheopner on the compliance plan,
whichisdesignedtoreducefraud anc
abuse of federal health-care pro-
grams. Hesaid thefirst portion of the
program has been established to pre-
vent violations of the federal laws,
detect violations, and document the
hospital’seffortsincaseaviolationis
not detected.

* Held a 10 minute executive ses-
siondealing with personnel, and took
no actionwhenreturning to open ses-
sion.

« Set ajoint conferencewiththestaff
for 7 p.m. Thursday, July 26, at Sugar
Hills Country Club.

* Set 6:30 p.m. Monday, July 23, as
the date for the next meeting in the
hospital conference room.

Themeetingadjournedat 10:45p.m.

Work on new science rooms coming along

REMODELING, from Page 1

the crew should be done with the
demoalitionwork thisweek, haulingthe
old material to thedump.

Theclassroomsand hallway will get
new ceilings, floorsand walls. Miller
said the windows, which practically
cover onewall of each classroom, will
be reduced and two storage/prepara-
tion rooms will divide the three east
science classrooms.

Selby saidif thereisenough money,
the board is considering installing a
central air conditioning system, elimi-
nating heat problemsat the start of the
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school year. B& B Electricestimatedit
would cost $4,800towirethebuilding
for the system, which could cost over
$10,000.

Thefurnitureand|ab stationsshould
arrive the last week in August, Selby

said, adding that the district wants the
remodeling to be finished by Aug. 15,
but that’ sprobably not goingtohappen.

School starts on Aug. 28, and the
superintendent said the remodeling
may even go past that time.

Custom cutters scramble for work

WICHITA (AP) — With an antici-
pated 1 million acres of wheat aban-
doned in Kansas, custom cutters are
scramblingtofindwork asthe harvest
movesintofull swinginnorthernKan-
sas.

Harvestersaresittingidleatthestate

harvest officein Colby or driving the
country trying to find someone that
needstheir wheat cut, said Roger Hale,
the harvest coordinator for the area.

Each of the officesintheregion has
at least six harvest crews looking for
acresto cut, hesaid.
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