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commentary
from other pens...

Cuban exiles seek
Indictment of Castro

By George Gedda

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The Cuban-American Nation Foundation is
thinking big.

Thenation’s premier anti-Castro group wantsthe Bush administra-
tionto conveneagrandjury to determinewhether murder indictments
should be handed down against President Fidel Castrointhe shooting
down of two Miami-based planes north of Cubain February 1996.

Theattack by MiG jet fighterskilled four Cuban-Americans, three
of whom were American citizens. Cubainsisted the planes were shot
down over Cuban air space but independent investigators sided with
the U.S. view that the attack happened ininternational air space.

Official discussionshave been held on theindictment issue, and the
Foundation appearsto havethe administration’s ear.

“Thisisasimplematter of justice,” saysDennisHays, aFoundation
vice president. “Welook to the administration to act appropriately.”

Attorney General John Ashcroft discussed theissue thisweek dur-
ing aluncheon meeting in Miami with Cuban-American |eaders, who
urged that Castro be indicted. Ashcroft asked a number of questions
during the meeting but participants said he remained noncommittal.

The Foundation’s quest for an indictment appearsto be along shot.
Government official sand other expertssay the sovereignimmunity of
heads of stateisawell-established principle.

If theUnited StatesindictsCastro, it woul d set aprecedent that could
beusedtoindict American presidents. Onegovernment official known
for hisstrong anti-Castro viewssaid any attempt toindict Castrowould
be aserious mistake.

Wayne Smith, aformer career diplomat who supports areturn to
normal relations with Cuba, said it would be very difficult to indict
Castro. Without defending the 1996 attack, he noted the Cuban-Ameri-
can fliershad been warned to keep their distance from theisland.

Smith added, “ Thereisno tape of Castro giving theorder tofire.”

Itishardtooverestimatethe Foundation’sinfluenceherethesedays.

Cuban-American votesfor GeorgeW. Bushin Floridalast fall con-
tributedtoAl Gore’' sdefeat intheel ection. With Cuban-American sup-
port, Bush chose Cuban-born Otto Rei chto head the State Department’s
Latin Americabureau, he faces atough Senate confirmation fight.

Therecenttrial inMiami of five Cuban agentshasgiventhe Founda-
tion encouragement that anindictment of Castro may bewithinreach.
All were convicted on spy charges.

Oneof thefive, Gerardo Hernandez, facesuptolifein prisonfor his
rolein the deaths of the Cuban-Americanfliers.

Prosecutors said Hernandez knew about the alleged plot because he
warned two agents who infiltrated the group not to fly during afour-
day period that encompassed thefatal flights.

Former U.S. Attorney Kendall Coffey, aDemocrat, told The Miami
Herald that Hernandez' conviction “makesit lessunthinkable” that a
South Floridagrand jury may someday return a Castro i ndictment.

Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., saysjustice in the deaths of the Cuban-
American fliers will not be done “unless the criminal conspiracy is
traced up the chain of command to its ultimate source. Thischain al-
most certainly leadsto Fidel Castro.”

Cuba seesitself asthe victim of aggression emanating from South
Florida. In aletter published last week in the Cuban media, the con-
victed Cubans said their mission was not to harm Americans but to
exposeallegedterrorist plansby Cuban-Americansagainst theisland.

Cuban-American anti-Castro groups “want to continue to update a
long-standing history of invasions, sabotages, biological aggressions
and other similar actions,” thefive said.

Without referring to thefour dead Cuban-Americans, theletter said
3,478 peoplehad died over theyearsasaresult of these* aggressions.”

EDITOR SNOTE — George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Presssince 1968.
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What's a good Catholic to do?

Last week, the nation’s Roman Catholic bish-
ops voted to forbid its Catholic-affiliated hospi-
talsfrom performing tubal ligationsand vasecto-
mies. They declared sterilizationsto be*intrinsi-
caly evil.”

The directive would also prevent rape victims
fromreceivingthemorning-after pill, unlesstests
confirmedthat fertili zationhad not yet takenplace.
In other words, the hospital will give her the pill
only if shedoesn’t needit.

(Alsoat theconference, thebishopsdeclinedto
endorse the practice of holding hands during the
Lord’s Prayer. One bishop was concerned about
“inappropriatetouching.”)

These decisionsfollow up on the Vatican'sre-
affirmation last December, on the eve of World
AlIDSDay, that the Churchwasopposedtotheuse
of condomseven to check the spread of AIDS.

Onecan'thelpbutwonder if theCatholicChurch
has been taken over by sociological researchers
conducting a massive experiment on faith. They
seem to betesting how far good Catholics can be
pushed beforethey run screamingintothenearest
Unitarian service.

| grew up Catholic. My parentsare still Catho-
lics. My auntisaCatholic nun. | lovetheritual of
theMass, thefamiliarity of theprayers. Buttofol-
low Catholicdoctrineintoday’sworld demandsa

suspensionof common sensethat surely challenges
even the most devout followers.

| wanted to understand the basis on which the
bishopshad cometo their decision about steriliza-
tion. So | read through the* Ethical and Religious
Directives for Catholic Health Care Services,
Fourth Edition, National Conferenceof Bishops.”
| found few references to the Bible but plenty to
Encyclical Lettersissued by variousinfallible
popes, the same folks who declared the Crusades
were God'swill and the sun orbited Earth.

“Itisnecessary that each and every marriageact
remain ordered per seto the procreation of human
life,” thebishops document says. Eachand every.

Thus, they are opposed to sterilization and all
artificial birth control. Yet it says “natura” birth
control, suchastherhythmmethod, ismoral. | don’t
getthelogic. If eachand every marriageactremains
ordered to the creation of human life, thenwhy is
it OK to have sex when you purposely havetimed

it so you do not procreate?

Thebishopsrefer frequently in the document to
whatisandisnot “ consistent with human dignity.”
| am not clear on how reducing the poor in Africe
and other developing countries to AIDS-ridden,
scavenging creaturesbreeding themsel vesinto ex-
tinctionisconsistent with human dignity. | am not
clear on how ignoring the needs of amother of six
whoisalready at thebreaking point, financially anc
emotionally, is consi stent with human dignity.

“Thelawsof Christaredifficult toaccept,” atop
Vaticanofficial saidrecently,” andthereiscompas-
sionand understanding for thosewho areweak, but
no exceptionsto moral laws can be made.”

These aren’t the laws of Christ. Christ walked
among the people. Hewitnessed their suffering up
close, not from a palace in Rome. These “moral
laws’ are the laws of men who believe they speak
for Christ, and Catholics are supposed to accept
thelr interpretation without question.

Atwhat point will agood Catholic’sfaithinthe
interpreters giveway to theinterpreter within, the
one that understands that compassion and dignity
arenot rooted in man-maderulesbut in God-given
conscience?

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfgate.com.

Trolling for trouble

You seetheadsontelevision with someYuppie
weenieinahigh-priced Statusmobiletakingacor-
ner inafour-wheel drift at 130 mph. You wonder
who'’ d bedumb enoughtotry that until youhit the
highway and find out the answer. They’ re dipsy-
doodlingthroughtrafficat twicethespeed of sense
andturningyour relaxingdriveintoateethgrinder.
What thesegoofsaremoreor lesssayingis* Outta
my way sucker, and let the big fish through.” Of
course, thenatural responseistoteachthemales-
son by driving likeanidiot too, but think about it.
Atthat speed, theroad’sgoing to go by pretty fast
when you look down through the floorboards of
your K-car. Instead stay calm and think about the
truth. That guy that just blasted past you is mak-
ing paymentsona$60,000 car, and heneedsto get
towork early sohe'll get apromotion so next year
he can make payments on an $80,000 car. That's
treadingwater inasaucepan: Youwon'tdrown, but
you're still cooked. You, on the other hand, have
thesweetlife. If you' relateforwork, someonewill
cover for you. And there’'s no promotion coming
your way, so you don’'t need to risk your life. Just
slow down, turnuptheradioif it works, and don’t
let that big fish inthe small car bother you. Right
now he'sjusttheonewhogot away. Butinthelong
run, you' rethe onewho got away.

THE EXCITEMENT NEVER ENDS

When we were teen-agers, welived for excite-
ment. Wedrovethefamily car into the swimming
pool ... tiedthecat tothedog ... hid granny’sden-
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turesindad’ spantspocket. It’slucky westayed out
of jail longenoughtogrow up. But now that we're
middle aged, we' re not really looking for excite-
ment. We' remarried now, andif something excit-
ing happensit means we have to come up with a
really good lie, and we don’t have agood enough
memory to pull it off. You see, therearetwokinds
of excitement— good excitement and bad excite-
ment. Good excitement is for young people at a
drive-in. Bad excitement isfor guyslikeusinthe
form of finding most of your hair inthe sink trap
or clipping your fingernails with atable saw or
assuming that the exotic dancer issmiling at you.
So avoid excitement. Your heart can’t takeit. And
neither can your wallet.
MORE EXPECTED LIFE LESSONS

Here arefew morelife lessons that have come
asatotal surpriseto me:

— It'simportant how your car smells.

— Exploding cakes are not universally appre-
ciated.

— Strippersgenerally have no sense of humor.

—A personwho’salready had four drinksneeds
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independent advice before having another one.

— Apologies don't cover behavior that creates
permanent change.

LIVINGIN THE PRESENT

| haveaspecial occasioncomingupwherel have
to pick up agift for my wifeand, based on past ex-
perience, thisisjust one more opportunity to fail.
It'snot that my wife has everything she needs. It's
morethat | amtotally ignorant of what’smissingin
her life, and she feels that divulging any hintsin-
validatesthe gift. That communication gap iswhy
shenow hasahydrauliclipstick applicator and asee-
through nightiewith happy facesonit, both unused.
And| can'tgothedinner andflowersroute. It' |l just
remind her of the guys she used to date before she
met me. Sol’ msitting heretryingtoremember what
she'ssaidtomeover thepast few weeksincasethere
was a hint in there somewhere. I'm pathetic. My
only hope isthat she knows that and has already
factoreditinto her expectation level.

QUOTE OFTHEDAY: “A man'slifeisinthree
stages— youth, middleage, and‘ youlook good."”
- Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision series seen inthe U.S. on PBSand in
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author of
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talks
Cars: ALoveSory.”
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