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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 8:17 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:24 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:17 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil Temperature 70 degrees
* Humidity 54 percent
« Sky sunny
+ Winds southwest 16 mph
* Barometer 26.33 inches

and steady
* Record High 104° (1921)
* Record Low 46° (1924)

Last 24 Hours*

High 92°
Low 61°
Precipitation 2.14 inches

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Partly cloudy with a 20
percent chance of widely scattered
thunderstorms, low 65, south wind
15-25 mph. Tomorrow; Mostly sunny,
high 90-95, low mid 60s, south wind
15-25 mph.

Extended Forecast
Wednesday: chance of thunder-
storms, high 80s. Thursday and Fri-
day: chance of thunderstorms, high
80s, low 60.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.63 bushel
Posted county price — $2.47
Corn — $1.84 bushel
Posted county price — $1.62
Loan deficiency payment — 37¢
Milo — $2.92 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.34 bushel
Posted county price — $4.22
Loan deficiency payment — 70¢
Millet — $5.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $7.70 cwt.
Oil new crop — $6.45 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $2.04
Confection current — $15/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $16 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Patients’ bill
may change

WASHINGTON — House Re-
publicanleaderspredict that apa-
tients' rights bill passed in the
Democratic-run Senate last week
will fail in their chamber and that
aGOPversionisonethat President
Bush could sign.

Speaker DennisHastert, R-111.,
said Sunday he and other Repub-
licanswouldnottry toblock avote
on a House bill similar to the
Senate's, but heofferedmorehope
foraGOPplanthat “will bemuch
more balanced.”

The Senate version, approved
59-36 Friday with nine Republi-
cansinsupport, wouldincreasethe
number of Americans without
healthinsurancecoveragebecause
employers might drop for fear of
lawsuits over medical decisions,
Hastert contended.

The Senate bill promises new
health careprotectionsfor millions
of Americans.
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CHANGE

Demanding but dedicated director retires

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Peoplechooselotsof differentwords
whendescribing Larry Keirns, theman
who hastirelessly pushed the North-
west KansasTechnical Collegeandits
staff towards success.

People may call him demanding,
stubborn, domineeringand other not so
flattering things. But they also use
wordslikepassionate, dedicated, hard-
working, caring and motivated when
talking about amanwho madeimprov-
ing education and building an institu-
tion hislife’'swork.

In the 35 years that Keirns, 63, has
run the college, which opened asavo-
cational-technical school at 1209
Harrison Ave. 37 years ago, his name
has become synonymous with the in-
stitution. Anyone who knows him or
knowsof himwon’t hesitateto say that
thecollegeisclosetoKeirns' heart.

It'slikeoneof hischildren. He' snur-
tured it from its infancy, watched it
grow, putlotsof timeand money intoit
and stayed awake nights worrying
about it.

Mark Smith, chairman of the
college’'shoard, saidthepanel, with 24
membersfrom across northwest Kan-
sas, meets in Goodland on one Satur-
day night each month. In 35 years, he
said, Keirns has never missed aboard
meeting (thoughtheboard rescheduled
asessiononcebecauseK eirnswastak-
ing atriptoAustralia).

In all those years, Smith added,
Keirns has never used all of the vaca-
tion daysthat he had coming.

“His heart and soul was in that
school,” Smith said.

But asall parentsknow, therecomes
atimewhenyouhaveto say good-bye.

Keirnsdidthat Friday, walkingaway
from aplacethat has hisnamewritten
al overit. Theboard decidedearlier this
year to namethe college’ snew student
fitnesscenter after Keirns, ensuringthe
namewon'’t beforgotten after theman
isgone.

Friends, family, faculty, staff and
board members traveled from across
Kansas and the country to gather on
Saturday at the Veterans of Foreign
Warshall inGoodland, helping Keirns
celebratethe end of hiscareer.

A questiononmany of their lipswas:
Will hebe ableto stay away?
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Larry Keirns, former president of the Northwest Kansas Technical Col-
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lege, and others celebrated the opening of the college’s new student fit-
ness center in April. The center was named after Keirns, who retired Fri-

day after 35 years on the job.

Photo by Eric Yonkey/The Goodland Daily News

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News
Larry Keirns, former president of
the Northwest Kansas Technical
College, saideverythingimaginable
happenedinthe35yearsthat hewas
incharge—fromnatural disasterson
campus to the student population
morethan quadrupling.
Keirns,whoretired onFriday, said
a tornado damaged three of the
college’'s buildingsin 1968, afire
gutted theelectronicsdepartment in
1987 and a snow storm in October

President reflects
on changing times

1997 collapsed the student union
roof.

“1’ve had everything in theworld
happen herein 35 years,” he said,
addingthat not all of it hasbeen bad.

Thecollege' scampus, Keirnssaid,
has expanded from two buildingsto
24 and student enrollment hasgrown
from 105 to 593. He said he has
watched 7,276 students graduate
from the college, which opened asa
vocational -technical school in 1964,

See COLLEGE, Page 7

Thosewho know himbest say itwill
betough, but Keirnscan let go.

“Oneof Larry’sbeliefsisthat change
isgood,” Smith said. “Hewantsto get
younger leadership in there and let
them haveahand atimproving thecol-
lege. Hejust thinksit'stime.”

KenClouse, 51, theformer president
of theNortheast KansasTechnical Col-

lege in Atchison, will take over on
Monday, after spending afew daysin
June learning the ropes from Keirns.

Clouse'swife, JoAnn, will managethe

collegebookstore, justat Keirns' wife,
EttaMae, did for morethan 30 years.
Glenn“Skip” Sharp, oneof Keirns
college buddiesat what isnow Empo-
riaStateUniversity, said Keirnshelped

Theannual- ShermanCounty,Free-
dom Festrwhichawidl, highlight
Wednésday’sindependenceDay cel-
ehration, i sexpected to bethgbiggest
fireworks show between Hays and
Denvéar:

The eveningwill|begin at 5 p.m.
with a barbecue prepared by S& T
Telephone’employges. Donations
will beaccepted forthe hamburgers
and hot dogs, with the money being
split between Pioneer Park and the
Sherman County Historical
Society’sHandy House.

The Sherman County
Homeowned Carnival will have
ridesfrom5-9p.m. Therideswill be
attheregular prices, and any leftover
tickets will be usable at the North-
west Kansas Free Fair in August.

After thebarbecue, therewill bea
free watermel on feed sponsored by
the Goodland Rotary Club.

There will be live entertainment
from6-9p.m. at Bill Grey Memorial
Park infront of thegrandstand pavil -
ion. People are encouraged to bring
theirlawnchairstolistentothelocal

talent.

There will be concession stands
wherefountaindrinksand sno-cones
will beavailable.

About 9:30 p.m. or when fully
dark, assumingthewindisright, the

Festival offers food, fireworks

Whilemost of uswill becel ebrat-
ing Independence Day onWednes-
day, shooting fireworks, going to
the lake, laying back in the yard,
some will haveto work so the rest
of us can buy beer, gasand grocer-
ies.

Others, like police officers and
emergency dispatchers, will be on
duty asalways. Farmersand eleva-
tor workers will be sweating
through thewheat harvest.

Numerous businesses in the
Goodlandareawill remainopenfor
the Fourth of July holiday, with
most running regular business
hours. Wal-mart, Goodland
Greenline, Orschelins, and restau-

Stores close for holiday

rants such as Pizza Hut,
McDonalds, and Wendy’swill be
running normal business hours.
Goodland Greenline will remain
open late because of harvest, as
will area€elevators.

Gasdtationssuchasthe Cowboy
L oop, Presto, and Conoco, will all
runnormal businesshoursaswell.

City, state, federal and county
officeswill beclosed, aswill banks
andfinancial institutionsand most
downtown businesses. ChinaGar-
dens, Miller Electronics and Dan
Brenner Fordwill all be closed.

The Goodland Daily News of -
fice will be closed and there will
be no paper on Wednesday.

fireworkswill begin. Thefireworks
display is being done by former
Goodlandite Joe Diaz, who has
promised aneven better display than
last year.

The fireworks are sponsored by
the Goodland Area Chamber of
Commerce, and donations will be
accepted.

andaerial displays, peopleareencour-

Toenjoy thenew electronicground
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Larry Keirns the day before retirement

aged to be in the grandstand area.
Lawn chairs and blankets should be
behindthefenceinfront of thegrand-
stand for good viewing.

A cautionfromtheorganizersisthat
there cannot be any personal fire-
workson thefairgrounds.
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him get ajob at the technical college
and later made him hisassistant direc-
tor. Sharp, whoheldthepositionfor 30
years, said he's sure Keirns will miss
the college, and will be concerned
about its future, but thinks he will be
ableto moveon.

“| think Larry has reached a point
where he has really accomplished the
thingshewantedto,” Sharp, now dean
of students at Colby Community Col-
lege, said. Thoseincludecollegestatus
for the former vocational-technical
school, thenew fitnesscenter, growing
programs and the recently received
national accreditation as a technical

Larry Keirns in the early years of his career

college.

Sharp said he imagines the retirec
president will feel apangof regretwhen
the first day of school comes and he
isn’t there to watch the new students
marchin.Andagainwhenitcomestime
for the annual Christmas dinner with
theboard, and when the new president
ishanding out diplomasto graduates.

“He will miss it most when those
times come,” Sharp, who admitted tc
feeling the same, said, “but it will get
easier.”

Keirnssaidhe' swell awarethat most

See KEIRNS, Page 7

Storms flood streets,
briefly shut lights off

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

Thunderstorms last night brought
highwindsandrainto Sherman County
and surrounding areas.

The National Weather Service in
Goodland said the town received the
highest rainfall in the area with 2.14
inches. Sherman County receivedvary-
ingamountsof rainfall, withonly about
athirdof aninchfallingfour mileswest
of Brewster. Reportsfromsurrounding
areasincludethree quartersof aninch
in Sharon Springs and 1.22 inchesin
Wray, Colo.

The weather service said the most
severe thunderstorms occurred in
YumaandK it Carson countiesof Colo-
rado and Sherman and Wallace coun-
tiesinKansas.

Rainfall began at about 9 p.m. and
was followed by high winds, with a
peak of 83 m.p.h. 12 miles west of
Goodland at 9:25 p.m..

St. Francishad 65 m.p.h. winds, and
Colby had 60 m.p.h. winds. Therewas
.05 of aninch of rainin Colby, and no
rainreported in St. Francis.

Theservicesaidthemainproblemin
Goodland was caused by flooding.
Public Works Director Ed Wolak said
therewerestreetsfloodedin Goodland

and power outages in isolated areas
throughout the city. Wolak said the
wind caused power lines to clash to-
gether, opening breakersand causing e
two- to three-minute power outage
about 11 p.m.. Wolak said there were
brief power outages during the storm
and oneoutagethat |asted about anhour
following the storm.

City employees cleaned up tree
branchesintheparksthismorning, said
Wolak. People who have branches in
their yards need to call 899-4530 for
pick up, he said, as branches are not
picked up with theregular trash.

KenGriffith, rural firechief, said his
men were called out to the junction of
County Roads72and 19for agrassfire
caused by lightening. Therain put out
thefirebeforefirefightersarrived, how-
ever.

Lighteningstruck a123-year-oldash
tree east of Ruleton, said farmer Ben
Duell. Duell said the tree on his son
Dan’sfarmwas splitintwo.

Tom Stewart, operationsmanager at
Mueller Grain, said the weather coul o
stall the wheat harvest up to two days
in areasreceiving over aninch of rain.
Hesaidinareaswiththreequartersinch
or less, farmersmay be ableto resume
harvest this afternoon.



