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Today
* Sunset, 8:17 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5.25 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:17 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 68 degrees
+ Humidity 32 percent
+ Sky mostly sunny
+ Winds northeast 8 mph
+ Barometer 30.18 inches

and falling

* Record High 107° (1969)
* Record Low 45° (1924)

Last 24 Hours*

High 90°
Low 66°
Precipitation trace

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, 50 percent
chance of thunderstorms, low 60-65,
south wind 10-20 mph. Tomorrow:
Mostly sunny, high 95, low 60-65,
southeast wind 10-20 mph.

Extended Forecast
Thursday through Saturday:
chance of thunderstorms, high 90s,
low 60s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.66 bushel
Posted county price — $2.47
Corn — $1.88 hushel
Posted county price — $1.68
Loan deficiency payment — 31¢
Milo — $2.99 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.38 bushel
Posted county price — $4.27
Loan deficiency payment — 65¢
Millet — $5.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $7.80 cw.
Oil new crop — $6.60 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $2.04
Confection current — $15/$7cwt.
Pinto beans — $16 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Freed hostages
say couple OK

MANILA, Philippines— Two
Filipinos, freed today by Muslim
guerrillas, saidaU.S. coupleheld
hostage with them for more than
five weeks were OK but a third
American disappeared at thetime
therebel s claimed they beheaded
him.

Military spokesman Brig. Gen.
EdilbertoAdansaid LuisBautista
I11 and Lalaine Chuatold military
officialsthey werewithMartinand
GraciaBurnhamof Wichita, Kan-
sas, asrecently asthree daysago.

Both hostages corroborated
statements by captives freed ear-
lier that athird American, Guil-
lermo Sobero of Corona, Califor-
nia, waslast seenthenight of June
11, when Abu Sayyaf rebels
claimed to have beheaded him.

“Mr. Sobero was hogtied at the
back andhehasnot beenseensince
then,” Adan quoted Chua and
Bautistaas saying.

Businesses say road work hurts

Project costs
customers

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

With K-27 closed for construction
north of town, some Goodland busi-
nesses say they seelesstraffic.

The construction involves 18 miles
of K-27 gtartingjust north of Goodland,
including repair and replacement of
bridges and the widening of the road.
Itwill beclosedforthenextfourtofive
months.

Goodland Wal-mart reports a de-
crease of 5 percent in customer count
and salessincethehighway closedthis
spring. While there are gravel roads
peoplecanusetogettotown, Manager
Scott Schroller said he expectsto lose
even more customers during wheat
harvest.

“Customers have already told me
they do not want to share a (county)
road with acombine,” Schroller said.
“ Asabusiness person, when you have
the roads closed, there is nothing you
can do. You can’t go out and help the
road crew to finish the job faster. The
road crew isdoing their job.”

With K-27 closed until November,
Schroller said, heisdoing what he can
to draw in customersfrom other com-
munitiestomakeupfor thelossof cus-
tomersfrom St. Francis. Todraw more
customersfromBurlington, Goodland
Wal-mart is now accepting the Colo-
rado Quest Card, which has replaced
thefood stamp program in Col orado.

Schroller said one Col orado newspa-
per refusedtorunanad|etting custom-
ers know that Goodland Wal-mart is
accepting Quest because Burlington
businesses might lose customers. A
newspaper fromwest of Burlingtonran
theadfor free, however, said Schroller.

Themanager saidhehasn’thadtocut
any staff. Hesaid heistryingtorunflat
withlast year—if helosesoneworker,
he hires onereplacement.

Hesaid heisjust trying to consider
what customerswantinorder for Good-
landWal-marttodothebestit canwith
the highway closed.

Edith Blume, manager of Presto
Convenience Store, said she has no-
ticed the reduced truck traffic as the
cattletrucksand otherswhotraveledon
K-27 north of Goodland have had to
take alternate routes to avoid the de-
tours.

Blumesaid shehasbeenin Goodland
nearly threeyearsand hasexperienced
road construction every summer. She
said that three years ago the construc-
tionwason Interstate 70, last year the
constructionwasdoneright infront of
her store at 2417 Commerce, and this
year thework isonK-27 north of Good-
land.

Operator Maurice Mullin (leftinabove photo) and Laborer Enrique de Leon

ran the paving machine on K-27 south of Goodland as another worker

Blumesaid sheisjust alittletired of
it and hopes the construction is done
soon.

Not all businesses have had losses.
General Manager Judy Siruta said
Comfort Innhasbeenfull nearly every
night. She said customers have made
reservations without knowing about
theconstruction, and Comfort Innem-

ployees have pointed out alternate
routesfor them.

McDona d’sAssistant Manager Paul
Simons said sales have been about the
same month-to-month thisyear asin
2000. Simons doesn’t feel they have
been affected by theconstructiononK -
27 and that M cDonal ds depends more
on|-70than on K-27 for customers.

watched Thursday afternoon. Abox bridge (below) is being widened on

K-27 north of Goodland.

Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

Construction should
create a safer highway

Construction on K- 27 north of
Goodland has inconvenienced travel-
ersand cost businessesmoney, but state
officials say the work will produce
long-term benefits.

Donna Binning, construction engi-
neer at the Kansas Department of
Transportation,, said the construction
will increase safety by having wider
shoulderson K-27.

“There will be fewer no-passing
zonesandincreased smoothnessof the
pavement,” shesaid.

Construction, whichbeganonMarch
15and covers18 miles, isprogressing
ahead of schedule, said Binning.

Work will be doneon three bridges,
with one being widened and overlaid,
onehavingonly minor repairs, andone
being replaced said Chriss McDiffett,
district engineer for the department in
Norton. He said thewhole road would
bewidened, giving it a24 foot surface
for driving lanes, three feet of paved
shoulders, and six feet of grass shoul-
dersoneachside. Therailroad overpass
will also berepaired.

City debates state changes In traffic laws

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

TheGoodland City Commissiondis-
cussed the wisdom of some of the
changesinvolvingteen-agersMonday,
but eventually adopted the 2001 ver-
sion of the state traffic and criminal
laws.

Over dissent from Mayor Tom Rohr
at aregular meeting, the commission
approved ordinancesadoptingthestate
“ Standard Traffic Ordinancesfor Kan-
sas Cities” and “Uniform Public Of-
fense Code.”

Rohr said he does not approve of

changesinthelaws.

“They discriminate against young
adults,” said Rohr, “ setting them up to
befailures. | think they gotoo far.”

Of the law increasing the penalties
for drunk driving, Rohr said, “After
taking away their driving privileges,
how dothey expect themtoholdjobs?’

Changesin “The Uniform Public
OffenseCode” consolidatecereal malt
and liquor violations, prohibit anyone
under the age of 18 from getting atat-
too or body piercing, and makeitille-
gal to dispense what is commonly
known as*“the date-rapedrug.”

Five Colorado youths accused of
stealing three vehiclesin Goodland
last week and drivingonetoLimon,
Colo.,arebeingchargedinColorado
for auto theft and drug possession,
but won't be charged with anything
here.

Goodland police recovered three
stolenvehiclesearly Friday morning,
two taken from Goodland and one
fromAurora, Colo. PoliceChief Ray

Accused car thieves face
no charges in Goodland

Smeesaidthesteering columnsonall
of the cars had been damaged. He
saidtheteen-agerslikely dumpedthe
car fromAurorahere.

That morning, Limon PoliceChief
Lynn Yowell called the Goodland
Police Department to say officers
hadrecoveredtwo stolenvehiclesin
Limon, one a blue 1992 Plymouth

See THEFT, Page 7

“1f they can sign up for military ser-
viceat 160r 17,” Rohrasked, “but can’t
get atattoo until 18 or buy alcohol un-
til 21, when arethey adults?’

Other commissioners agreed with
some of Rohr’sthoughts but said they
had no option but to approve the ordi-
nances.

“If they are not approved, the city
would lose revenue,” said City Man-
ager Ron Pickman. “There's your op-
tion.” Theordinancespassed 4to 1.

In other business, the commission:

» Approved a franchise ordinance
with S& T Communicationsfor acable

television system.

» Re-adopted the old rule for grave
markers. No base moldings at ground
level will beallowed ongravestonesat
thecity cemetery.

» Approved purchase of 298 acres
around the airport for $236,065. The
landwill beusedtoexpandtheairport.

« Approved purchase of a2001 four-
wheel-driveextended cab pickupfrom
Dan Brenner Ford for $24,880. The
pickupwill replace an old one used by
the electric department.

* Set 2002 budget workshops for 5
p.m. Monday through next Wednesday.

Repairs will also be done on the
boxes, said Binning, who called the
boxes*little bridges.”

Boxesarebox-shaped structuresfor
drainage under roads, she said. When
drainage is needed under roads, the
options are culverts, boxes, and
bridges. Culverts have only atwo to
three foot opening and are used when
littledrainageisneeded. Boxes, at three
to twenty feet in diameter, provide
muchgreater drainagethan culvertsdo
and are often more cost-effective, said
Binning. Whenalargedrainageareais
needed, then abridgeisused.

Theentire contract will not be com-
plete until sometime next year, but the
highway will re-open in November
whentheroadway iscompletesaid Bin-
ning.

Next spring, atop lift of finer mate-
rial will be applied to seal the asphalt,
said Binning. However, it will not be
necessary toclosetheroadforthis. The
highway will be under a pilot car for
two to threeweeks, causing delaysfor
travelersup to 15 minutes.

Holiday halts
trash pickup

Because of the Independence
Day holiday, therewill benotrash
pickup in Goodland Wednesday.

Thosewhonormally havetrash
pickup that day will have their
pickup Thursday. Goodland city
crewswill start early on Thursday
morning to complete all pickups.

The Sherman County transfer
stationwill be closed on Wednes-
day. The Goodland Daily News
officea sowill beclosedandthere
will be no paper.

Fast-moving harvest slowed by rain

By Lester Bolen
The Goodland Daily News

Rain Sunday and Monday halted
combinesfor awhile in parts of Sher-
man County, but farmersandgrainmen
say wheat harvest is going along
smoothly.

“Prior totherain delay, thingswere
going good,” said Lynn Hoelting, the
general manager at Mueller Grain. Ar-
eas around Goodland have received
betweentwoandthreeinchesof rainin
the last few days. The heavy rain wet
theground, makingithardtoroll heavy
combinesontofields.

TheNationa Weather Serviceoffice

in Goodland reported that Sherman
County isabout twoinchesabovenor-
mal for rainfall for themonth, but about
1.54inchesbelow normal for theyear.

Thebest part about the 2001 harvest
has been the quality of the wheat,
Hoelting said, especially compared to
recent years.

“We' ve had numerous pleasant sur-
prisesthisyear comparedtodisasters.”
he said. Wheat that has been brought
intotheareael evatorshasaveragedtest
weightsof about 60 poundsand 12-15
percent moisture or less.

Beforetherain, harvest had beenin
full swina. with farmerscuttina wheat

that ripened early. Some wheat is not
yetripebut will besoonif temperatures
continueto reach 100 degrees.

Gay Nell Helweg, manager of the
Goodland Harvest Information Office,
said harvestwasbehindlast year but the
rain last week didn’t have much to dc
with the harvest being later. Helweg
said the harvest is better this year but
in her mind that's because it couldn’t
get much worse than last year, when
drought and hot winds seared the
wheat.

“Harvestwashorriblelast year,” she
said. “Thisyear hasdefinitely beenan
improvement.”



