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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 8:17 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:27 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:16 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 76 degrees
+ Humidity 19 percent
« Sky sunny
+ Winds southwest 15 mph
* Barometer 29.97 inches

and rising

* Record High 106° (1973)
* Record Low 48° (1924)

Last 24 Hours*

High 93°
Low 66°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Mostly clear, low 70,
south wind 10-15 mph. Tomorrow:
Mostly sunny, high 102-107, low 65,
south wind 10-15 mph.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: dry, high 101-106. Mon-
day and Tuesday: chance of thun-
derstorms, high 95-105, low 60s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.67 bushel
Posted county price — $2.48
Corn — $1.92 bushel
Posted county price — $1.74
Loan deficiency payment — 25¢
Milo — $3.07 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.41 bushel
Posted county price — $4.31
Loan deficiency payment — 61¢
Millet — $5.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $7.95 cw.
Oil new crop — $6.65 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $1.96
Confection current — $15/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $16 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Former agent
says he spied

ALEXANDRIA,Va.—Former
FBI agent Robert Hanssen pl eaded
guilty today to spying for Russia,
striking a plea-bargain with the
government that averts atrial in
oneof America’ smost seriouses-
pionage cases.

Appearing in green coveralls
andashirtwith’ prisoner’ stamped
ontheback, Hanssen, 57,toldU.S.
District Judge Claude Hilton that
he spied for Moscow.

When asked how he pleaded,
Hanssenreplied: “ Guilty.” Asked
whether heunderstoodthecharges
against him in the agreement that
he had entered into with the gov-
ernment, he replied, “Yes, |I've
goneover itindetail, sir.”

Deputy Attorney General Larry
Thompsonsaiditwasdifficultfor
the government to accept a plea
deal. But hesaid officialsdecided
such adeal wasinthenation’sin-
terests.

Japanese
to walk
INto city

Trans-America 2001
strolls into Goodland

Trans-AmericaWalk 2001iscoming
to Goodland thisweekend, as 13 Japa-
nese walkers plan to stroll into town
Saturday night, staying hereat night for
ninedayswhilethey maketheir way to
Denver.

The walkers, 18 to 29, began their
six-month, 3,200-mile journey from
MountVernon, Va.,to San Franciscoon
March 30. The team walks about 20
milesaday, no matter theweather, and
staysin hotelsor people’'shomes.

Judy Siruta, Comfort Inn general
manager, saidthewalkersareexpected
to arrive between 10:30 and 11 p.m.
Saturday and stay here overnight until
Sunday, July 15.

The annual program, designed to
bridge the cultural gap between Japan
andtheU.S,, started 37 yearsago, when
five students from Waseda University
inJapan becamethefirst Japaneseciti-
zenstowalk acrossthe U.S.

The purpose of the walk — spon-
sored by theJapanWal kingAssociation
and Yomiuri Shimbun, a Japanese
Newspaper — isto help the walkers
understand American cultureand give
Americans they meet the opportunity
to understand Japanese culture.

Sirutasaid the publiciswelcometo
talk to the walkersat the Comfort Inn.
The team also allows people to walk
with them.

Siruta said the hotel and the Good-
land Area Chamber of Commerce are
planning atour of Goodland for the
walkers and hope to have them attend
a Rotary meeting. Participantsin the
walk are divided into two or three
groupsthat alternate between walking
and doing community activities.

Theteamplanstoendthewalkin San
Franciscoon Sept. 8for aceremony for
the 50th anniversary of the San Fran-
ciscoPeaceTreaty, marking Japan’sof-
ficia return to the international com-
munity following World War I1.

Firms pay
to lobby

TOPEKA (AP) — A large tobacco
company and ahorse racing group to-
gether spent more than $17,000 on
communications and media advertis-
inginlobbyingthelL egidatureinApril,
asmembersweretrying to finishtheir
businessfor theyear.

Theexpenditures stood out because
more than three-quarters of what lob-
byists spent from Jan. 1 through April
30 covered the cost of meals, snacks
anddrinksprovidedtolegidators, their
staff and other stateofficials.Also, lob-

See LOBBY, Page 9

Harvest life
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Fred Hall got a view of his family’s wheat field from inside the combine while harvesting southwest of Goodland.
Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

Lifelong farmer watches harvest change

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

Bill Gannon, alifelong farmer, and
hisfamily raisedryland wheat andir-
rigated corn on their farm southwest
of Goodland.

His son-in-law, Fred Hall, said
Gannonwasraised onafarmin Spur,
Texas, whereheand hisbrother were
custom cutters. In Kansas cutting
wheat, hemet hiswifeGeraldine. Hall
said Gannoncutwheat for Geraldine's
parents, and one year he decided not
to go back to Texas.

Gannonsaid Geral dine’ sgrandpar-
ents homesteaded the land in 1883.
She grew up on the farm, where the
couple havelived sincethey married
54yearsago, withtheexceptionof the
threeyearsthey lived intown.

Gannonsaidthecouplemovedinto
town after their children had goneto
collegeandbegan buildingahousein
Goodland in 1979. They decided the
city wasn't for them, though, and
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Bill Gannon drove the semi-truck, Fred Hall the combine, and Matt Hall

the grain cart as they harvested wheat Tuesday afternoon on their

family’s farm.

moved the new house to the farm
when it was completed in 1980.

Hall said he'sacity boy but fell in
lovewiththefarmthefirsttimehesaw

itwhilevisiting. Hesaidhe'slived on
the farm since he married Gannon’s
daughter Sharon 27 yearsago.

Gannon has seen many changes
over theyears. He said he had one of
thefirst four water rightsin Sherman
County in 1954, allowing himtoirri-
gate. Theamount of land hefarmshas
been reduced, said Gannon, and he
gaveup hiscattleherdin 1989 because
of hishealth. Gannon now hasfeeder
cattle, which he pastures until they
reach about 700 pounds, andthenthey
goto afeedyard to befinished.

Hall said Gannon remembers har-
vesting wheat by hand using horses.
Thecombinethefamily now useshas
a Green Star Yield Monitor with a
Global Positioning System.

Hall said the computer maps the
fieldand cantell themwherethey are
to within 10 inches. It marks weeds,
hesaid, sothey cantransfer theinfor-

See HARVEST, Page 9

Truck stop closing latest change In fuel business in town
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The gas pumps atthe closed Coastal Mart at 8th and Caldwell are wrapped

7 Y

in trash sacks to ensure that no one tries to use them.
Photo by Lester Bolen/The Goodland Daily News

By Lester Bolen
The Goodland Daily News

It’'sgetting harder tobuy gasin Good-
land, withtheclosing over thelast few
months of four outlets and now this
week, the closing of the New Trail
Truck Stop south of 1-70.

There is no shortage of outlets, but
the businesshas changed quickly over
thelast few months.

New Trail wasowned by New Wave
Corp. out of Californiaand was last
managed by Carl Winston. It closed
down at the beginning of the week.

“Themost important thing that hap-
penswhen businesses closeistheloss
of jobs in Goodland,” Ron Harding
from the Chamber of Commerce said.

WithNew Trail, hesaid, 38jobswere
lost. Most of itsbusi ness, however, has
simply shifted to other nearby stores
and restaurants.

Hardingsaidthat theNew Trail filed
for bankruptcy andthecourtsarestart-
ingtheprocessof sellingthetruck stop
andtheadjacentAppleTrail restaurant.

Theclosingof theAppleTrail leaves
Goodlandwithonelessrestaurant, too,
andAppleTrail wasalso oneof thefew

that served breakfast.

The Buffalo Inn Restaurant, one of
the establishments that does serve
breakfast, has experienced somewhat
of anincreasein business, said Qwen
Kraushaar, an employeeat theinn.

The biggest beneficiary of the New
Trail closing, though, apparently has
been the Total Truck Stop, located
acrossK-27 tothewest.

“We've been very busy with a defi-
niteincreasein touristsand truckers,”
said Marie Enfield, manager at Total.
“Wehavesoldalot morefood, gasand
everything else.”

“Thetoughest part inthe New Trail
situationisthat thereisalot of things
that need to be updated and improved
beforeitisready tobeoperableagain,”
Harding said. “ Purchasingtheproperty
is going to require considerable capi-
tal investment to not only buy thetruck
stop, but alsoto upgradeit.

“New Trail bringsin alot of trucks,
though, and we are hoping the matter
can beresolved.”

Other fuel outlets have closed for a
variety of reasons, leaving few in or
near downtown.

TheConocoat BusinessU.S. 24 and
[-70, owned by CraigAustin, closedin
May.
McB’s Corner at 17th and Cherry
went out of the gasoline businessin
May, but isopen for other business.

Earlier intheyear, the Coastal Mart
at 17thand Caldwell closedwhenitwas
hit by acar. The operator, VistaCorp.,
never reopenedit, and the firm’s store
at Eighth and Caldwell hashad no gas
since the same week.

HardingsaidVistadidn’twanttoin-
vestthemoney neededtoupgradetanks
and pumpsat itsstores. Hesaid that the
Coastal fuel customers have had to go
elsewhere and that it is not as conve-
nient for consumers, but hethinksthat
the store’s fuel businessis staying in
Goodland. Cowboy Loop isabout the
only gasolineoutlet eft intown, other
thanthosealong K-27, wherethereare
at least five,

“I don'’ tthink that Goodlandwill lose
much business because of the clos-
ings,” hesaid. “Thepeople ... will go
toanother placetoget theregas. Weare
most concerned about theloss of jobs.
Every jobin Goodland isimportant.”



