The Goodland Daily News / Friday, July 6, 2001 9

Farmers Car Wash in Goodland.

The work never ends

Two workers for Brownridge Harvesting of Arcole, Saskatchewan, cleaned their wheat header at the
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School board ready to get organized

The Goodland School Board plans
to organize for the year on Monday,
adopting a school calendar, setting
lunch pricesand approving textbooks.

Thedistrict’snew fiscal year started
on Sunday andtheboardwill devoteits

Lobbyists are
spending less
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byists have been spending less this
year, in large part because of adisclo-
surelaw enacted |ast year.

Philip Morris Management spent
more than $10,600 on communica-
tionsin April. The company is best
known for manufacturing cigarettes,
such astheMarlboro brand, but it also
has other interests, including beer
brewing. Legislators considered in-
creasing tobacco and alcohol excise
taxes to help raise money for public
schoolsand universities.

The Kansas Quarter Horse Racing
A ssoci ati on spent morethan $6,8000n
mediaadvertisinginApril, promoting
a proposal to allow electronic gam-
bling machines at dog and horse rac-
ing tracks.

L obbyists reported spending about
$408,000 during thefirst four months
of theyear, according to areport com-
piled by the state Governmental Eth-
icsCommission. That’sabout 3.8 per-
cent lessthan the $424,000 spent dur-
ing the same period in 2000.

PhilipMorris’ spending oncommu-
nications put it among the top 10
spenders for the year and made the
company theleader for April. Commu-
nications covers contacts, such as
newsl etters, by agroup or company to
members, employeesor others, to get
them to pressurelegislators.

PhilipMorrislobbyist John Botten-
berg said the company keeps alist of
retail ers, smokersand otherswhohave
told it that they want to be kept in-
formed about |egislative issues. The
company then contactsthemwhenis-
suesarise, hesaid.

That's not an uncommon tactic. An-
other tobacco company, R.J. Reynolds,
does the same thing and spent nearly
$4,900 in March on communications.
Lobbyist Ron Hein said it also waslob-
byingagainstanincreaseintobaccotaxes.

Thecompany’seffortspushed com-
muni cationsspending throughApril to
nearly $35,000. L obbyists reported
spending about $37,000inall of 2000.
Legislators did not approve any to-
bacco or a cohol tax increases.

L obbyistsreport spending onnews-
paper, radio or television advertising
under mass media and, thanksin part
to the horse group’s campaign, this
year’ sspendingonmassmediaisabout
$17,000, compared to only $1,800in
all of 2000.

Jonathan Small, alobbyist for the
group, said it bought two adsin news-
papersacrossthestatein April to pro-
mote its views. However, legislators
didn’t approve any proposals to ex-
pand gambling.

L obbyistsreported spending nearly
$311,000 through April on food and
beverages.

first regular meeting of the month to
organizingfor theyear. Memberswill
elect board officers, make appoint-
ments to boards and committees and
select an official newspaper, a board
attorney and banks to hold district

money.

Beforeworking through alist of 26
items, theboardwill hear areport from
Superintendent Marvin Selby. After,
members may go behind closed doors
totalk about personnel matters.

Family farm continues on
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mationtothesamesystemontheirtrac-
tor and know whereto spray.

The yield monitor tracks the
yields and moisture throughout the
field.

Thisletsthemto know wheretheir
fields are most productive, said
Hall.

Hall said their harvest has been
pretty good this year despite some of
their wheat being damaged by hail in
May.

Hall’ssonMatt hasbeendrivingthe
grain cart during harvest since hewas
12 yearsold.

“1 haven't had to break Matt of bad
habitshelearned from someoneelse,”
said Hall, “He doesit just theway we

would doit.”

Why hasGannonfarmedall hislife?

“I"'mjusttryingtomakealiving,” he
say’s.

Gannon said he might retire when
Hall and his sons Matt and Jarod take
over thefarm.

Hall said his father-in-law jokes,
“Nobody’smadeenoughmoney yet tc
leave, sowe' reall till here.”

Drug dealers help to catch others

WICHITA (AP)—Drugdealersare
indirectly supportingtheefforttocatch
other drugdealers, thankstoforfeiture
laws.

The Wichita Police Department’s
narcoticsseizurefund hasgrownfrom
about $60,000 morethan 10 yearsago
toabout $800,000— evenreaching $1
million at times.

That money paysfor effortstocatch
other dealersand takesthe costly bur-
den of new equipment off taxpayers
and putsitonto criminals, policesaid.

“It'sanexcellenttool,” said Deputy
PoliceChief Tom Stolz.“ It'sabig part
of what we use to get better resources
for our officers.”

Statelawswerechanged sevenyears
ago to give authorities more freedom
to pursue forfeitures, said Assistant
District Attorney Jennifer Hudson,
who handles most forfeiture casesfor
Sedgwick County.

The laws were designed to deter
crime by depriving criminals of the
profits of their illegal activities, but
authoritieshavea sofound themtobe
an excellent source of funding.

The Sedgwick County district attor-
ney hassettledasmany as15forfeiture
casesthisyear and hasthreetimesthat
many pending, said spokeswoman
JeanetteClary. Someseizurecasesare
handled through the U.S. Attorney’s
office.

About 99 percent of the forfeiture
casesinvolve money or cars, Hudson
said.

Carsare commonly seized because
proving their connection to a drug

transaction isn't difficult, said police
Capt. MikeBruce. A car can be seized
if apolice officer discovers asignifi-
cantamount of drugsinit during atraf-
fic stop.

If the car is in reasonably good
shape, andtheforfeitureislegal, thecar
often joins the department’s under-
cover fleet, hesaid.

Oncethecarswear out, or if they're
inbad shapeinthefirst place, they are
auctioned off and the proceedsare put
inthe seizurefund.

Auctioning has become more com-
mon as drug dealers are apparently
wisinguptotherisk of sellingdrugsout
of nice or expensive cars, Bruce said.

“It seemslikethey’ vegottensmarter
and don’'t want to risk getting agood

car seized,” he said. “They're using
older carsthat have more problems.”

Seized cash makes up most of the
forfeitureasset fund, and police some-
times stumbl e onto big money.

Last year officersresponded to are-
ported domestic dispute and found
about $250,000inacontainer at theresi-
dence. A drug dog sniffed out themoney
becausethereweredrug tracesonit.

Drugforfeituremoney may beused
to buy safety equipment for officers,
such as new bulletproof vests, high-
risk-entry shields and other safety
equipment.

Stolz said that while the money is
valuabletothedepartment, it wouldn't
necessarily be bad newsif theamount
declines.

702 Center
Look at this ranch style home with over 2,000 sq. ft., country kitchen, large family
room with vaulted ceiling, formal living and dining rooms, master bedroom suite
plus 2 additional bedrooms, 2-car garage and more for $120,000. Corner lot with
garden area and private patio. Shows like a dream. Take alook! (inside)

Call Helen Norman Dobbs at (785) 899-3389 for your private showing.

TeHe Enterprises, Inc.

a Real Estate and Construction Company
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Starting next Monday, American Profile magazine will be
in each copy of The Goodland Daily News that normally
receives inserts. First National Bank is helping to sponsor
this popular feature in all five Nor’'West Newspapers —

Celebrating Hometown Life

the weekly magazine
with features on food,
family and hometown life
In America’s heartland
brought to you by

Goodland Daily News

Arriving at a newsstand or mailbox near you

The Oberlin Herald, The Saint Francis Herald, Bird City
Times, The Goodland Daily News and Colby Free Press.

(Sorry, because of the high cost of mailing, this magazine can only be
provided to nearby areas.)

NATIONAL BANK
“Neighbors helping neighbors”




