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at noon

Today
¢ Sunset, 8:16 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:29 a.m.
¢ Sunset, 8:15 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil Temperature 76 degrees
* Humidity 43 percent
+ Sky mostly sunny
+ Winds south 20 mph
+ Barometer 30.10 inches

and rising
* Record High 105° (1938)
* Record Low 45° (1959)

Last 24 Hours*

High 98°
Low 64°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Partly cloudy, 20 percent
chance of thunderstorms, low 65-70,
southeast wind 5-15 mph. Tomorrow:
Partly cloudy, 20 percent chance of
thunderstorms, high mid 90s, low 65-
70, southeast wind 10-20 mph.

Extended Forecast
Wednesday and Thursday:
chance of thunderstorms, high 90s,
low 60s. Friday: dry, high 85-95, low
55-65.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.65 bushel

Posted county price — $2.40

Loan deficiency payment — 5¢
Corn — $1.95 bushel

Posted county price — $1.79

Loan deficiency payment — 20¢
Milo — $2.13 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.49 bushel

Posted county price — $4.34

Loan deficiency payment — 58¢
Millet — $5.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers

Oil current crop — $8.10 cw.

Oil new crop — $6.80 cwt.

Loan deficiency pmt. — $1.96

Confection current — no bid
Pinto beans — $16 (new crop)

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco

Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century

Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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FBI finds no
clues In hair

TOPEKA — Authorities in
CostaRicasay they will continue
topressforwardinthecaseof Sh-
annon Martin, after evidence
tested by theFBI yiel ded nothing.

The FBI examined last week
hair found clutched in Martin’s
hand, concluding that it does not
match samples taken from five
suspects, Martin’s mother said
Friday.

The samples were examined
thisweek at the FBI crimelab in
Washington to determine if there
was a possible match before a
more complicated DNA test was
performed, said Jeanette Stauffer
of Topeka.

Martin, 23, waskilledMay 13in
Galfito, CostaRica, whereshewas
completing biological research a
few daysbeforeshewasscheduled
to graduate from Kansas.

No arrests have been made, but
suspects had been questioned.

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Sofar, weathermen say, it hasbeen
ahot July in Goodland, but no more
sothanlast July, andthehightempera-
tures— though climbing above 100-
degreesthisweekend— haven'tbro-
kenany recordsor madeanyonesick.

And while the worst of the heat
wave may be over for now, it’s still
going to be hot thisweek.

In Goodland, temperatures have
beenabove90everyday sinceFriday,
June 22, with highs reaching 102 on
Friday and 100 on Saturday. The Na-
tional Weather Service office here

says temperatures should stay in the
middletolower 90sfor therest of the
week. A chance for rain in the early
part of theweek could cool thingsabit,
but dry weather is forecast for the
weekend.

It'shot, but not ashot asit hasbeen
inother areasor asit wasin past sum-
mers.

Mike Skipper, ameteorologist at the
weather officehere, saidtemperatures
in McCook, Neb., north of Oberlin,
jumpedto 111 degrees on Friday and
109 on Saturday, breaking recordsin
that city. Though high, he said, the
temperatures in Goodland haven't

Amanda Mayfield, 12, beat the heat Sunday afternoon by takinga dip mother and stepfather, Trish and Jerry Langley.
inthe above-ground swimming poolin her backyard. She lives with her

Heat hits, but not as hard as In past

Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

broken any records.

Skipper said the average tempera-
turesofar thismonthis80.4 degrees,
about 3 degrees lower than the aver-
age temperature in July 1934, the
warmest month ever recorded in
Goodland. However, he said, tem-
peratures have been well above nor-
mal.

Skipper said the average tempera-
turefor July in Goodland is 75.6 de-
grees, whichis4.8 degreeslower than
what’ sbeenrecorded sofarthismonth
and 7.4 degreeslower thanthehottest
July onrecord. If theweather pattern
staysthesame, hesaid, thisJuly could

be ranked as the sixth hottest on
record, tying with July 1955.

Of course, hesaid, that’snot likely
to happen. Last July’s temperatures
weren't record breakers either, but
compared to this July, they were
higher inthe early part of the month.

Skipper saidtemperaturesclimbed
above 100 degreesfour timesin the
first nine daysof July 2000, but only
twicesofar thismonth. Last July, he
said, temperatures hit 100 degrees
five times, and typically Goodland
sees six days each year where tem-

See HEAT, Page 4

Oil boom spurs growth in southwest

COLDWATER (AP) — Next tothe
|ake on the outskirts of this southwest
Kansastown, an oil well pumps about
350barrelsof high-quality crudeaday.

Swimmers can see it. Nearby resi-
dents can hear its continual hum. And
Coldwater Mayor Roy Hoffman hears
the complaints.

But Hoffman insists the energy in-
dustry is giving much more than it
takes.

“That' sthepriceyou pay toget a350-
barrel-a-day well,” hesaid.

The lakeside well is one of five
planned on city property thisyear, and
Hoffman projects direct royalty pay-
ments to the city of $1 million by the
end of theyear. The city’sannual bud-
getis$2 million.

A classic oil boom is building up

ook
INnside!

L ook inside today’s Goodland
Daily Newsfor your first issue of
American Profile magazine.

AmericanProfileisadick, four-
color publication similar to the
“Sunday” supplementscarried by
many city newspapers. But while
itmay look alotlikeUSAWeekend
or Parade, American Profile cel-
ebrates small-town America It's
content isaimed at a rural audi-
ence, and it’s designed to be part
of small, community newspapers.

We think you'll like this new
feature, which will be in every
Monday’sGoodland Daily except
for copies mailed out of the area.
First National Bank issponsoring
the magazine here and across
northwest Kansas.

Coldwater — population 800 — lo-
cated in Comanche County, which
boasts 2,000 people and 40,000 cattle
withinitsboundaries. Severa strikesin
1998 have made Comanche County
and Col dwater the epi center of Kansas
drilling.

So far this year, Comanche County
leads the state in drilling permits for
new locations.

Thecity hasnot spent any of theroy-
alty money, even though its general
fund hasincreased from $50,000to al-
most aquarter of amilliondollarsdur-
ingthepast six months. It’ sworkingon
aplantoprioritizewhat civicimprove-
mentsitwantsto makewiththemoney.

“We need to repair the community
swimming pool,” Hoffman said.
“We' relookingat afive-year projectto

.

Jerry Dean, of the Lockwood

w

Co. of Atchison, placed pages from a Sher-

upgrade the water system. But so far,
we haven't spent it. We haven't spent
nothing.”

The city wants to spend the money
wisely, Hoffman said, because the
boom won't last forever. Technology
and intense drilling are expected to
bring good timesto an end.

Raob Patton, head of Lippizzan Petro-
leumGroup, hasfound several success-
ful wellsinthe county using 3-D seis-
micexploration. Thenewer, computer-
aided imaging techniqueisusedinde-
ciding if an arealooks promising for
drilling.

Since the first finds in 1998,
Comanche County has been besieged
by lease-seekers, Patton said. Once a
leaseis secured, many potential drill-
erswill use3-D seismicexplorationto

man County record book so it could be microfilmed.
Photo by Tom Betz / The Goodland Daily News

decidewheretodrill. Thetechniquehas
given Lippizzan better than a 60-per-
cent drilling success rate in the past
three years— historically avery high
percentage.

“We' ve gone into townships that
were pretty much graveyards’ in past
searches, hesaid. “Wewent back using
3-D and found some good wells.”

Thebetter technol ogy makesdrilling
more profitable, but it has one draw-
back: If someone using 3-D seismic
decides an areaisn’t productive, the
oddsof someoneel secomingintolook
for more oil and gas are low. So when
Comancheexplorationisover,it’ sover.

Besidesthedirect economicimpact
onthecity from oil and gas, thecity is
alsotryingtoassessotherimpactssuch
asextrataxesand morejobs.

County
may close
dirt road

Asthelastitemontheir agendaTues-
day, the Sherman County commission-
erswill travel to Road 21 betweenroad
66 and 67 to hel p them decidewhether
themile of road should be closed.

TheCity of Goodland hasasked that
theroad, ontheeast edge of theairport
and the county transfer station, be
closed. Itislittlemorethanatwo-track
dirt path.

Followingthefieldtrip, thecommis-
sioners may approve the request tc
close the road unless they find some
compelling reason it should not be
closed.

Before taking to the road, the com-
missionerswill consider appointment
of threemembersof thehospital board.
They have eight applications for the
three positions, and were expected tc
talk tothe peopleindividually over the
past week.

The commissionerswill receivethe
annual budget request from the Sher-
man County Extension Board, and
meet with Good Samaritan Center
board members to get an update and
review possible concerns.

Thecommissionerswill bemeeting
at 8 am. Tuesday in the jury room on
thesecondfloor of the Sherman County
Courthouse. The next regular county
commission meeting will be 8 am.
Tuesday, July 17.

Leader
say’s races
not equal

NEW ORLEANS(AP) —NAACF
president Kweisi Mfume invoked
memories of the civil rights group’s
foundingin 1909 asheasked itsmem:-
bers today to recommit themselvesto
fighting for racial equality.

“Wefound away to helpanation di-
vided against itself through the confu-
sion and turbulence of the 1960s,”
Mfume said in his keynote address to
theNAACP s92nd annual convention.
“Itisnow amatter of having still yet
longway togo.”

Speaking to about 4,800 peopleat &
packed convention center hall, Mfume
mentioned a lengthy list of issues on
which hewantsto see progress.

They includemaking health care af -
fordable to everyone, cleaning up the
environment, reforming the electoral
system, ending the AIDS epidemic,
removing the Confederate flag from
public placesand stopping hatecrimes.

Mfumesaid Sunday that theNational
Association for the Advancement of
Colored Peoplea soispreparingtosue
thepaint industry inan effort to hold it
accountablefor health problemslinked
toleadin paint.

He didn’t say which companies
would besued and madenomention of

See RACISM, Page 4

Officials’ space doubles
as microfilming room

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Meetings in the Sherman County
commissioner room have had limited
seating over the past several weeksas
the room is doing double duty for the
microfilming of the historic county
records.

The microfilm project will provide
the county with copies of its oldest
records, from pioneer-era commis-
sioner minutesto the historic deed and
plat recordsfromtheregister of deeds
office. Thereareover 200 booksbeing
microfilmedfromtheregister’soffice,
and several from the assessor’soffice.

Jerry Dean and Jerry Larson of
L ockwood Co. of Atchison expect to
completethework by theend of July.

Usingonly twomicrofilmmachines,
they cando about two bookseachaday.

Dean said eachroll of microfilm holds
about two of thebooks, which average
600pages. They aresenttoAtchisonfor
developing and checked for quality.

The project will cost Sherman
County about $30,000.

Dean said he hasbeen doing micro-
filming for seven years while Larson
hasdoneit for about 4 1/2 years.

Dean said he has microfilmed
recordsinlowa, Missouri, Kansasand
Colorado.

Hesaid hefindsitinteresting, and he
getsto tour around theareawhen heis
not busy turning pagesand pressingthe
shutter. He said he enjoyed microfilm-
ing records last year in Colorado
Springsand Boulder, Colo.

In Colorado Springs, he visited the
Seven Falls, Manitou and took thein-
clinerailway to thetop of Pikes Peak.



