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commentary
from other pens...

Special family house
celebrates beginnings

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Climbing thefamily treeisapl easant necessity
at Tudor Place, aWashington house so full of national and family his-
tory that itispractically aliving time capsule.

A country estate in the middle of acity neighborhood, Tudor Place
owes its existence to an $8,000 beguest from George Washington to
Martha Custis, hiswife’'sgranddaughter and namesake.

She married Thomas Peter, a son of Georgetown'’sfirst mayor, and
thefamily tree began to grow. Each generation left arecord of its pas-
sageand times.

For nearly 180 years, six generations called this place home.

Tudor Placeisnow operated asaprivate museum by thefoundation
establishedinthe1980sby itslast family occupant, Armitage Peter 1.
Hewrote a biography of the house, documenting every room and ex-
plaining the history of nearly every chair, table and ancestral portrait.
Theoriginsof the Tudor Place name, however, remain obscure.

Tudor Placeentertai nedWashington society: President Andrew Jack-
son, Henry Clay and Secretary of State Daniel Webster wereguestshere.
ThemarquisdeL af ayette conversed under the drawing room’scrystal
chandelier during his1824 visit. Robert E. Lee, arelativeby marriage,
spent onelast night before heading south tojointhe Confederatearmy.

BritanniaPeter, theformidableandlong-lived family matriarchwho
owned the house during the Civil War, strongly sympathized with the
South. But shetookinUnion officersasboarderstoprevent Tudor Place
from being confiscated for use asan army hospital.

She decreed that the war not be discussed in her presence.

Tudor Placewasdesigned by Dr. William Thornton, the sel f-taught
architect who won the competition to design the U.S. Capitol.

At Tudor Place, Thorntonlinked apair of existing brick structuresto
aclassically domed center section, finishing theentirehouse by 1816.

“You candocument thehistory of technology from candlelighttogas
lighttoelectricity hereat Tudor Place,” saysMelindaLinderer, curator.

“Thereisaflow of timeyou don't get in other historic houses,” says
executivedirector LedieBuhler, guidingavisitor tothebasement archive.

Onawork tableisaminiatureportrait onivory of Washingtoninmili-
tary uniform, its colors still brilliant. The general had it painted at the
request of Martha Custisjust before she married Thomas Peter. But he
couldnotresistremarkingitwashardto believethefirst wishof ayoung
woman about to be married wasto have the likeness of an old man.

Nearby, removed fromabox by acurator inwhitegloves, isaframed
Washington letter, rare both for its content and because M arthaWash-
ington destroyed most of theletters her husband wrote her.

Theletter wasinaM ount Vernondesk at Tudor Place. Itisdated from
Philadelphiaon June 18, 1775, and addressed to “My Dearest.”

Its contentswould changetheir lives.

“1t hasbeen determinedin Congressthewholearmy raisedindefense
of the American cause shall be put under my care, and it is necessary
for metoproceedimmediately to Bostontotakecommand of it,” Wash-
ington wrote.

He assured hiswife he had not sought the appoi ntment.

“But asit has been akind of destiny, that has thrown me upon this
service, | shall hope my undertaking of it is designed to answer some
good purpose,” hewrote.

Elsewherein the house are reminders of its generations: an upright
typewriter; a1914 model of an early biplane suspended from the ceil-
ing of abedroom, acase of 1928 vintage champagnein the pantry.

“Thefact afamily lived in acertain place and that members of that
family could be found there generation after generation gave a stabil-
ity tolifefor which no substitute will ever befound,” Armistead Peter
[11 wrotein hisTudor Place memoir.

EDITOR SNOTE — Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White
House, Congress and Washington's history for morethan 30 years.
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GOP waiting for Moran In governor’s race

By John Hanna

Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA —He'sserving histhirdterminCon-
gress, representing a House district that's over-
whelmingly rural and Republican, with no big
urban center or mediamarket.

Jerry Moran hasn’t had atough race
yetinthelst Congressional District, so
hisfellow Republicanscan’tbeentirely
certain how he'd farein a combative
statewide primary or general election
campaign.

Yet, most Republicansarewaitingfor
Morantoshapenextyear’spoliticswith
adecisionthat’sall his: whether torun
for governor. Many speak of himasthe
presumed front-runner for the GOP
nomination.

“1 think most people are going to turn to Jerry
Moran and see what Jerry does,” said state GOP
ChairmanMark Parkinson. “If Jerry runs, thefield
will besmall. If Jerry doesn’t run, thefieldwill be
large.”

M oran aready haspicked up oneendorsement,
fromLt. Gov. Gary Sherrer, who declared Friday
that hewouldn’t run for governor next year.

Parkinson, agubernatorial hopeful himself, said
last week that hewouldn’t runif M oran makesthe
race. State Treasurer Tim Shallenburger said he's
thinking about the race but added that Moran’s
decision will influence histhinking.

Gov. Bill Gravesisservinghissecond four-year
term and can’'t seek another under the Kansas
Congtitution.

Moran has said he's interested, but he hasn’t
made adecision yet.

“Here’'saguy who almost expresses his ambi-
tion in the negative and is extra cautious,” said

Moran
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Burdett Loomis, aUniversity of Kansas political
scientist. “Theirony of itiskind of delicious.”

Tobesure, notevery potential candidate
for governor iswaiting for Moran.

State House Speaker Kent Glasscock
saidheplanstoannouncewhether he' [l run
for governorfor afewweeks. Hesaidhe's
leaning toward running, and most GOP
insidershelievehe salready preparingfor
the campaign.

Likewise, 4th District Congressman
Todd Tiahrt also ismulling over the race
for the GOP nomination for governor and
won't necessarily defer to Moran.

“He loves the job he's doing, but he's
considering it,” said Tiahrt spokesman Chuck
Knapp.

Finally, one GOP candidate, former Junction
City Mayor Lloyd Parker, already hasdeclared his
candidacy and has started campaigning.

Yet even Glasscock concedes that Moran's de-
cisionloomslarge.

“Therearesomefolkswho arenot sure, person-
aly, what they want to do and would look at Jerry
Moranasaformidableopponent,” Glasscock said.

OntheDemocraticside, thepresumedfront-run-
ner isKathleen Sebelius. She’swon two termsby
comfortable margins.

Many Republicans view Moran as formidable
for the same reason L oomis questionshow strong
acampaigner heis— hislarge marginsof victory
inthe 1st District, which coverstwo-thirds of the
state.

Inhis1996, 1998 and 2000 races, Moran’smar-
ginsof victory haveaveraged 81 percent. Last year,

Democratsdidn’tfieldacandidate, recognizingthe
raceasfutile.

“1f you could talk about acandidatewho’slikely
to come up with 75 percent-plusinthe 1st District,
it'svery hard to come up with ascenario where he
doesn’t win,” Parkinson said.

Other prominent Republicans say that Moran's
rural base doesn’t hurt him in urban areas. An at-
torney by training, Moran, fromHays, isreceiving
praise from urbaniteslike Parkinson, who isfrom
Olathe.

“Moran’sdoneadecentjobinurbanareasof [0ok-
ing urban and looking rural in the rural areas,”
Shallenburger said.

Finally, Republicansdon’t seemtoidentify Mo-
ranwitheither theparty’smoderateor conservative
wing.

For example, Shallenburger, aconservative, saic
he's comfortable enough with Moran’s views that
hemight not runif Moran jumpsin.

“He is seen as somebody who would unify the
party becausehe’sliked by all factionsof theparty,”
said Parkinson, amoderate.

With the primary more than ayear away in Au-
gust 2002, it'stoo early, of course, to presumeany-
thing about the outcome, especially because Mo-
ranhasn’tannounced hisintentions. He' dstill have
toprovehimself by raising money and crossingthe
state.

Yet there'slittle doubt that most K ansas Repub-
licans are watching him and already view him as
their top candidate.

“It’s pretty simple math,” Loomis said. “He's &
guy whorunshugeinwestern K ansashugeand plays
pretty darnwell in Johnson County. He'saguy who
lookslike he putstogether awinning coalition.”

Correspondent John Hannahascovered Kansas
politics and gover nment since 1987.

Confessions of shameless promotors: A new book

A few monthsago arespected colleagueof mine
invited metoparticipateinanew book project. The
book would betitled, Confessions of Shameless
Self Promoters.

Atfirst | thought abook by thistitlewould bea
wild idea. However, since this colleague was
Debbie Allen, a successful business owner and
widely known professional speaker and author, |
decided to take the bait and ask to hear therest of
the story.

Debbi€e’ sconcept wastoinvite60 or sosuccess-
ful people from around the world to write their
thoughtson shamel esssel f-promotion. Theresult
would beacollection of marketing concepts, best
ideas and success strategies of well-known au-
thors, speakers and entrepreneurs.

Upon reflection, | decided maybe the concept
wasn't so wild after al. Infact, | liked the idea.
However, when she suggested | was a shameless
sdlf-promoter, | wasjust alittleoffended. | thought,
“What wouldaniceguy likemebedoinginabook
likethat?’

Thenafter morethought, | changedmy mind.As
| considered the lives and careers of peoplel re-
spectandadmire, | realizedthey all hadacommon
thread. They have confidencein their skillsand
abilities, and they have become more successful
by sharingtheir strengthswith othersconsistently,
subtly and professionally. They are self promot-
ers.

Then | considered my own career. Conceiving
and co-authoring the business bestseller, Up
Against the Wal-Marts gave me both confidence
and a national platform for promotion. Because
that promotion was done professionally and ethi-
cally, I'mnot ashamed of it. | guessthat makesme
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ashamel ess self-promoter.

Since four years and alittle battle with cancer
occurred since last worked on abook, | decided
to becomeapart of thisone. Theresult issome of
the best secretsand strategies of 67 genuine mar-
keting pros...and me. My segment istitled, “Ten
Power Principles of Shameless Self Promotion.”
You'll finditinthefirst chapter.

Theentirebook makesmethink of the Chicken
Soup series. It'safun, easy read with many per-
sonal storiesand even afew cartoons. It'sabusi-
nessand career-building book you canenjoy read-
ing.

However, because it’s an easy read, doesn’t
meanthereisn’t any solid and useful information.
It's chock full of “newsyou can use.” In fact Jay
Conrad Levinson — author of the GuerrillaMar-
keting series— said the name of the book should
be Confessionsof Shameless, Sensible, Success-
ful and Solid Self Promoters.

Someof theother contributorsto* Confessions”
include: Mark Victor Hansen (co-creator of
Chicken Soup for the Soul(tm)), Rick Segel (en-
trepreneur and author of Laugh and Grow Rich),
Don Cooper (partner inthe GuerrillaGroup, Inc)
and thecreator of thisbook DebbieAllen, (author
of Trade Secretsof Retail Starsandthe 1997 Blue
Chip Entrepreneur Award winner.)

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510. (202) 224-

4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510. (202)

224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1217 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.

(202) 225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-

7676

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 128-S, Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-7399
KansasAttorney General Carla J. Stovall, 301 SW. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699 TTY: (785) 291-3767

What | likeabout thisbook isthat it explainsthe
science of effective self promotion and why it
works. You'll get tips on branding your identity,
creating a strong referral base and building your
business.

Who should read thisbook? Anyone who wants
to increase his or her earning power, grow their
businesses, get better jobs and become more suc-
cessful. And, those who are willing to work for
thosethings.

Ifyouwouldlikemoreinfor mationabout thisnew
book, send a self-addressed, stamped (no postage
meters) envel opeto Don Taylor, PO Box 67, Ama-
rillo, TX79105. I'll seethat you get thewholestory
completewithautographat averyreasonableprice.
Or, you can call me at 806-374-9777, come by my
office and save the postage. Column sponsored by
Goodland Area Chamber of Commerce Businesss
Devel opment Committee
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