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commentary

from other pens...

Fines strange way
to balance state budget

TheTopeka Capital Journal onincreased trafficfines:

It wasn't in the governor’s State of the State address. It wasn't the
subject of alot of hearingsor storiesduring thelegislative session.

But now driversin Kansaswill be socked with tripled traffic fines.

Thereason: Lawmakersneedthemoney inorder tomakeendsmest...

Needing moremoney isadubiousjustification. Theintent of traffic
finesought to bedeterrenceagainst moreinfractionsi.e., public safety.
We get alittle uncomfortable if courts and law enforcement officers
are perceived as out to make abuck.

Still, statefines have been parked at the samelevel since 1982. And
Kansashasfallen out of linewith neighboring states' fines...

In addition, regardless of the moreimmediate reason for therise....
deterrenceisdefinitely afactor.

Factis, evenwiththetripling of thefines, thetotal cost for that speed-
ing ticket and court costs will only go from $64 to $84. Nonethel ess,
that’sapretty good incentiveto slow down.

There' snew incentiveto sober up, too, whichiseven better news: A
new law going into effect July 1 stiffensfines, jail timeand driver’sli-
cense suspensionsfor drunken drivers...

Whetheritwill makeadentinthenumber of DUIsremainstobeseen.

TheGarden City Telegram filingjudicial vacancies:

A fundamental right of citizenship isaccessto the hallsof justice.

Philip Vieux, Chief Judge for the 25th Judicial District of Kansas,
knowsthat, but strugglesto assureitsavailability toall giventhefiscal
constraints demanded by Kansas lawmakers.

Among the most difficult isthemandatory 60-day waiting period to
fill avacancy. It'sarule that should be abandoned. Court clerks pro-
vide an essential servicein thecommunitiesthey serve...

Understaffed officesmeandelays. Priority isgiventocriminal cases,
and therearefew who would argue the need to expeditecriminal cases
through the system.

That meanscivil litigation takes aback seat. Nothing ismore frus-
trating to alitigant than adrawn-out judicial process...

Vieux'sdistrict isalready onejudge short, and areplacement for re-
tired Judge Steve Nyswonger won't be on the bench until fall...

Whilemandatory waiting periodsand del ay tacticsonjudgerepl ace-
mentsmay benefit thebottom line, they do adisservicetocitizenswho
rely on the court system for justice.

Winfield Daily Courier on keeping B-1sat M cConnell:

TheDepartment of Defensesaysjobswoul d not belost at McConnell
Air ForceBaseinWichitaif the B-1 bomber were no longer deployed
there. Thisisgood news.

But it does not justify the proposal to reduce the nation’s B-1 fleet
from 93 to 62 and move those based in Kansas and Georgiato Texas
and South Dakota. Nor doesit justify eliminating the KansasAir Na-
tional Guard from the B-1 picture.

Largely becausethenineB-1sof theKansasAir Guard’'s184th Bomb
Wing arebased inWichita, the* Air Capital of theWorld,” skilled, ex-
perienced specialistsare availableto support them. Thisisnot always
trueat regular Air Force bases, where personnel turns over faster.

The KansasAir Guard unit this year will rebuild over 100 B-1 en-
gines, saving nearly $60 million comparedtothecost el sewherewithin
theAir Force, accordingto Sen. Pat Roberts, Rep. Todd Tiahrt and other
members of the Kansas congressional delegation.

They say the Air Force would actually save $13 million ayear by
leaving the B-1sat McConnell...

TheB-1istheonly bomber we have fast enough to make aconven-
tional weaponsstrikeand, if identified by radar, get out of theareawith-
out ahighrisk of damage or destructionfrom air defenses. Thisspeed
will be needed asair defenses around the world grow more high tech.
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WAY, BOYS... I GUESS
THAT BILLION-DOLLAR
REWARD WILL JueT

HAVE T0 GO UNCLAIMED.
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Tribal war inthat pioneer village a ong the Po-
tomac again?

You bet. The vice Chief at the White Teepee
needed a pacemaker to regulate his heart beat.
That'sjust beltway barf.

Itisn't even Californiaon steroids, inarolling
black out.

They wonder if they should useaclotheslineto
saveenergy. Humm, a$10 million estatewithred
wood patiosand useaclothesline? That’sreally
roughingit.

Sureitisandit’'sanationa crisis, too. Every-
oneknowsthey arenot goingtogiveuptheir tem-
perature controlled pool systemsintheir custom-
ized homes of glassand granite.

That would beworsethan runningintoamama
bear fivemilesfromtheir green houseusing Sport
Utility Vehicles. Youjust got tofedl sorry forthose
guysit’'shard to runin three piece suits and their
alligator shoes.

Youknow those Californiansaremadder thana
New Yorker who can’t buy Coors beer.

The hottest debatein the Californialegisliature
isameasure to outlaw discrimination against ef-
feminatemen and butchwomen. Sodon’twait for
arolling black out to turn off thelightsand go af -
ter each other!

Cdliforniadependsonthenorthwest power grid
foritsenergy and sodofarmersfromldaho. They
will havearollingblack out for theyear 2001 crop
year. Their energy companies are sending the
power they once used to California.

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

| just received my telephone bill today and for
thefirsttimenoticeda$l.15 chargefor touchtone.
| purchased my touchtonephonethroughthephone
company and paid for the phone in monthly pay-
ments. The phone hasbeen paid for and hasbeen
minefor at least twoyears. Now | seethischarge.
Are they trying to make me pay for the phone
twice?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

We contacted the phone company and discov-
eredthatthe$1.15 chargeisfor touchtoneservice.
Due to recent legislation regulated by the FCC,
phonecompaniesnow havetoitemizechargesthat
they once could “bundl€”’ together. Thismay ex-
plainwhy youhavenot noticed thischargebefore.

Touchtoneserviceissouniversal, itisamazing
that westill haveto pay for it. However, thisser-
viceisoptional. If you choose not to have
touchtone, thetonewill bereplaced by therotary-

Touchtone telepr

Has Greenspan lost the Midas touch?
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It might be all right to pay $30 abarrel for Per-
sian Gulf oil but don’t you raise our gas prices.
Cdliforniahasmorecarsthan people, andthey have
theGolden GateBridgetoo. Wonder what they are
saying to the enviros who say the automaobile has
no useful purpose.

Bet they would say the same thing about those
18-wheelersthat deliver themoo moosfor their fit
for a queen 20 ounce steaks. To have price caps
makesabout asmuch senseasfederal capson Big
Macs.

Thisnationisjust asdivided now asit wasover
slavery. The troubleis out in that election night
green part of Americathey don’t seethepollution
of Cape Cod and the Potomac river ashaving any-
thingtodowiththepriceof gas, but they think those
gypsy moths (environmentalists) do.

They have astrangle hold on what farmers pay
forfertilizeranddiesel. They don’tknowyoucan't
harvest afield of corn from abicycle. Not every-
onecan hop abustothenearest coffeeshop either.

Theseguysmay look inthemirror and say | am
like America, and you are all a bunch of raciest
hicks in the sticks. You are letting little children
drink arsenic water, too. That sure ought be asoc-
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dial sound. Most touchtone telephones have a
switch that allows you to change over from
touchtoneto rotary and back, so you can useyour
phonewitharotary sound. Pleasebeawarethat if
you do not have touchtone service, and try to use
the service, you will be charged.

Touchtone serviceis not absolutely necessary.
You can still accessthe internet or send faxes us-
ingarotary system. However, arotary systemmay
beinconvenient when accessing services such as
an automated answering system.

Now that phonebillshaveto beitemized, many
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Cer mom eye popper.

But most of thisglobal warmingiscoming from
thegypsy moth part of thecountry. Sohow about g
Kyoto treaty for them.

All they havetodoistradecarbon dioxideonthe
futures market. It's just the cyberspace economy,
don’t you know. Well not quite if they did they
would have price depressing surpluses.

Now everyone knowswho has been making all
of themoney inthedecadeof the90s. I f the80swas
the decade of greed then the 90swasthe decade of
the super greed.

Greenspan, your halo is slipping it was not the
unimagined productivity of the U.S. economy. It
wasthel ower thanasnakesbelly commodity prices,
of oil andfarm commoditiesthat gave usthegreat-
est economy in history.

That is until the crude oil spike, then it was the
pricegougerswhoareputtingthegreatest economy
inthestool.

Sowhoarethosefancy guysthat said higher com-
modity pricesisatax bracket creep onthe people?
They arethesamegeeksthat say weneed both atax
cut and lower interest rates.

Well someone el se has been paying their taxes
forever, and if the big Chief in the White Teepee
doesn’t do something about the economy in the
green part of Americahe will go the way of Gen-
eral Suharto of Indonesia. Put him under house
arrest and try himasawar criminal.

© 2001 Wayne Gattshall wayneg@good|and-
.ixks.com

one service Is optional

consumers have noticed charges they did not no-
ticebefore. Itisalwaysagoodideato read through
your phonebill andto call your phone company tc
guestion any unfamiliar charges.

If you feel you have aproblem with your phone
bill that is not being adequately addressed by the
phonecompany, pleasecontact my Consumer Pro-
tection division at 1-800-432-2310.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints. For further infor-
mation or tofileacomplaint, pleasewrite Attorney
General Carla J. Sovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and an
agent will returnyour call promptly.

Stem cell research a religious test for Bush

WASHINGTON - The moral question of
whether to spend taxpayer dollarstofinancestem
cell research confrontsPresident Bushwithanasty
choice.

Should thegovernment underwritemedical re-
search that killsfertilized human eggs now being
stored in fertility clinicsin order to extract such
cells?

If Bush sticksto hisoppositionto suchfunding,
he faces loud and rancorous condemnation by
those who back cutting-edge research in battling
lethal diseases, such as Parkinson’s and
Alzheimer’s. If thepresident relents, hebetraysthe
absol uteconvictionsof thosewho believehuman
life beginsat conception.

Politicaly, it's a question of whom Bush most
fears to offend: the Democrats, editorial writers
and opinion leaders of secular opinion who will
denouncehimfrom both | eft and center, or there-
ligious communities, Roman Catholic and evan-
gelical,whowouldseeaBush 180 onthestemcell
issue asastark abdication of moral authority.

Religiously, | would think the choice now hur-
tling toward Bush like arunaway train engineis
more calamitous. How does he justify using tax
dollars, which peoplemust pay or goto prison, to
financethetaking of life?

Several of the president’s anti-abortion allies
claimto havesolvedthemoral conundrum. Some
say that ahuman embryo, afertilized egg, is not
truly apersonuntil itisplacedinawoman’suterus.
Other proponents offer moral refuge by denying
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federal fundsfor research using new embryos.
For apersonwho believesthat lifebeginsat the
moment of conception, whether inalaboratory or
in awomb, those factors mitigate nothing.

Unlikethedebate over abortionrights, thestem
cellissueisnottiedupwiththeongoingculturewar.
Itisnot caught up in gender poalitics, theright of a
woman to control her body. Nor can it be tagged
and discarded as another attempt to bring govern-
ment “into the bedroom.”

The question of whether to fund stem cell re-
search has nothing to do with sex. It'samatter of
metaphysics; what you think about that most ba-
sic question: What ishuman life, and how should
it be respected?

Moraly, | look for answers. Shouldeventhemost
“pro-life” personwant theseunimplanted embryos
kept alivein perpetuity’? Doesanyone’ smoral be-
liefsrequiresuchanextraordinary extensionof this
test-tubelifefor centuries upon centuries?

Thisisthe moral quandary now sitting on the
president’s desk. It requires a decision worthy of
Solomon, adaring leap of faith.

Thisisnot atax cut, where you can divide the
differences. Thisisonebaby that will not becutin

half.

ChrisMatthews, anationally syndicated colum-
nist for the San Francisco Chronicle, is host of
“Hardball” onCNBCand MSNBC cablechannéls.
The 1999 edition of “ Hardball” was published by
Touchstone Books.
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