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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 8:15 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:30 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:15 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 77 degrees
* Humidity 44 percent
« Sky partly cloudy
+ Winds light and variable
+ Barometer 30.10 inches

and falling

* Record High 106° (1954)
* Record Low 48° (1987)

Last 24 Hours*

High 88°
Low 65°
Precipitation 0.28 inch

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight; Partly cloudy, 40 percent
chance of thunderstorms, low mid
60s, east 5-15 mph. Tomorrow:
Partly cloudy, 40 percent chance of
thunderstorms, high 85-90, low mid
60s, southeast wind 5-15 mph.

Extended Forecast
Saturday and Sunday: high 85-95,
low 60. Monday: dry, high 90s, low
60s.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.81 bushel
Posted county price — $2.45
Corn — $2.19 bushel
Posted county price — $1.97
Loan deficiency payment — 2¢
Milo — $3.55 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.81 bushel
Posted county price — $4.55
Loan deficiency payment — 37¢
Millet — $5.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.75 cwi.
Oil new crop — $7.45 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $1.96
Confection current — no bid
Pinto beans — $16 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

White House
has false alarm

WASHINGTON — The West
Wing of theWhiteHousewaspar-
tially evacuated for about an hour
today after a car parked on the
north driveway raised suspicions.
Authorities checked for explo-
sives and found none, and the
building was reopened.

“It'sall clear,” said Secret Ser-
vicespokesmanTony Ball.“ Itwas
afalsealarm.”

President Bush and Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney remained at
workinside, carryingonwiththeir
weekly lunch together.

Thecar wasparked onthedrive-
way during a Rose Garden cer-
emony. White House press secre-
tary Ari Fleischer said the car be-
longed to thedriver of an uniden-
tified member of Congress who
had a meeting with the president.

People were asked to leave the
press office and briefing room of
the West Wing.

Passion for fire

Set up along the back side of the race track at the county fairgrounds
were several hundred tubes, each containing shells which were part est eight-inch shells, which were buried in the ground several feet.

of the Fourth of July show Joe Diaz arranged. His uncle, Matt Medina,

Fireworks flare leads native to success

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Hehad hisfirstfireworksstandasa
teen-ager, and the passion for shoot-
ing them off hasled Joe Diaz into a
successful businessand given Good-
land some spectacul ar Independence
Day programs.

Thisyear’s show lasted about half
anhour, but Diaz' sportionwentupin
the final eight minutes, lighting the
sky with a combination of different
fireworks.

The first part of the show was the
Goodland National Guard setting off

the shells by hand, but when it was |

Diaz'sturn, hebegantwistingdialson

hiscontrol boardand pushingbuttons  |*

to set the assembl ed fireworks off.

“When | wasakid | would ride out
to the fireworks stand the day it
opened, and | wasthereevery chance
| got until after July 4,” Diaz said. “I
was fascinated by all the variety of
fireworks and shooting them off.”

Asayoung teen, Diaz opened his
own stand, and began |earning about
the business.

“I think | was 14 or 16 when | was
watching the Veterans of Foreign
Warssetting of thefireworksby hand
on July 4,” Diaz said. “They invited
metostay around and let me set afew
off. | washooked.”

“1 began going to conventions and
getting promotional material because
of my stand,” hesaid. “ After atimel
decided to get into doing shows and
setting up stands in the surrounding

Photos by Tom Betz/The Goodland Daily News
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“1 knew to make it really pay we
neededto break intothelargecities,”
Diaz said.

A few yearsago, hegot the chance
todoaChristmasshow for theCity of
Denver.

“That really made the difference,”
he said. “We started getting callsand
it really took off.”

Today, Diaz doesal ot of shows. His
firm packagesshowsfor many towns
in western Kansas and eastern Colo-
rado. While he was shooting off the
fireworks in Goodland his wife
Sharon was in Golden, Colo., han-
dling another show.

“We both really enjoy doing this,”
he said. “Sheis even into designing
and building the shells, and has shot
some off at the conventions. | am not
interested in building them. | enjoy
shooting them off.”

Diaz saysheawaystriesto get the
best material hecan, andthat safety is
alwayson hismind.

He said he cringes when he hears
about afire at afireworks show or
plant. Thesealwayshaveanimpacton
the industry, because every time
something happens, there are addi-
tional regulations from the federal
Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco

-]

cities.”
He and hiswife were doing shows
in Atwood, Oberlin, Colby and

Paul Lutters and Joe Diaz took the “electric match” wires coming from
the shells and placed them in order in a field module, which connects
to the control panel to set off the pre-arranged fireworks show.

people.

“We have lots of hoops to jump
throughalready,” hesaid. “Weaways
double check things and exceed the
requirementstoensurewehaveassafe

See FIREWORKS, Page 7

Oakley and then expandedinto Col o-
rado, with showsin Limon, Stratton,
Bethune and other small cities.

Board asks
for budget
INcrease

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Members of the Sherman
County Extension Board brought
their 2002 budget request to the
Sherman County Commissioners
onTuesday, askingfor a7 percent
increase over thisyear.

Board President Marsha
Schilling explained somechanges
inthefiguresfor nextyear, includ-
inganincreaseininsurancetopro-
videliahility coverage.

RebaWhite, northwest areaex-
tension director from Colby, pre-
sented copies of the budget and
said thefiguresinclude a 3.5 per-
centcostof livingincreasefor sala-
riesandwages. Shesaidthat Kan-

See COUNTY, Page 3

Hay fire does $16,000 in damage

A semi-trailer carrying 26 bales of
hay caught on fire southeast of Good-
land on Wednesday, causing about
$16,000 in damage and blocking the
road for several hours.

The Sherman County Rural Fire
Department was called about hoon to
thescenewhichwasnear AlanPickett’s
farmon County Road 25about 18 miles
southeast of Goodland.

Doyle Rider, a partner in Rider
Trucking Co. of Burlington, said the
truck was one of several loads of hay
being hauled to a feedlot down by
Wallace.

The one that caught fire was the
middle truck of five when the fire
started.

Hesaid thedriver noticed thefirein
abaleontheleft rear of thetrailer and
triedtorall itoff intoaditchaboutamile
north and west of Pickett’s. When he
was unable to do that, he drove on to
Pickett’s and the fire department was
called.

Four trucksresponded, and theload
of hay wasbroken apart asthefiremen
triedtokeeptheflamesknocked down.

Rider <aid hel ater went on <ot ith and
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Sherman County volunteer firemen sprayed water to dampen flames on
aload of rolled hay bales which caught fire about noon Wednesday south-
east of Goodland. Photo by Tom Betz/ The Goodland Daily News

gotafrontendloadertohelpspreadout  crewwouldgo back today and check on
thehav and el chthefire He<aidhie thehav tobedireit wasotit
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Wil
a Killer
go free?

Parole board decides,
but release is delayed

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

The Kansas Parole Board has de-
cided whether or not to release
Gregorio Gomez Jr., aman convicted
of beating an 89-year-old Goodland
man to death in June 1982, but won't
reveal itsdecisionuntil theprisoner has
heard the news.

After taking public commentsin
May, reviewing Gomez'sdisciplinary
report and paroleplanand meetingwith
the inmate in June, the board has de-
cided whether Gomez, who is being
held at the state’s maximum security
prison, will rejoin society this month.

Norma Jackson, aparole board em-
ployee, said the decision hasn’t been
posted becausetheinmate must betold
the hearing results before they are re-
leased.

Thehearing minutesweresent out on
Wednesday, June 27, she said, but the
Fourthof July holiday and other factors
may havede ayed Gomezreceivingthe
results. Jackson said the decision will
most likely be posted Friday.

Gomez, 17 at thetime; Ron Kernal,
18; and a 13-year-old Goodland boy,
were convicted of killing Jesus
Saavedra by beating him on the head
with a2x4 board.

Theyouthsreportedly kicked in the
back door of Saavedra’'shomeat 1618
Sherman Ave., hit the old man repeat-
edly with the board and stole about
$1,400. Thenext day, aneighbor found
Saavedraunconsciousin hishomeand
he died at the Goodland hospital four
dayslater.

Thethree were arrested on June 28,
1982, and charged with burglary and
first-degree murder. The 13-year-olc
was sentenced injuvenilecourt, while
Kernal and Gomez, who turned 18 on
April 11,1983, wereconsidered adults.

Thechargeswerereducedto second-
degree murder, and on Sept. 9, 1983
Gomezwassentencedto 15t040years
in prison. Kernal — who waived his
righttoapreliminary hearing, pleaded
guilty and testified against Gomez —
got sevento 20 years.

Kernal was released in June 1992,
but was sent back alittle over ayear
later after heviolated the conditionsof
hisrelease. Heisnow being heldinthe
maximum security section at Larned
Correctional Mental Health Facility,
prison for inmates who are mentally
unstable, and will be released on June
28, 2002.

Gomez, now 36, has been deniec
paroleninetimes, most recently inJune
2000, when theboard passed him over
for one year. Colene Seidel, parole
board administrator, said the fact that
the board saw Gomez again after only
oneyear haslittle meaning.

Bill Miskell, spokesmanfor theKan-
sas Department of Corrections, saic
though Gomez, aninmateat El Doradc
Correctional Facility, is eligible for
parole in July, the board doesn’t have
tomakeadecisionby acertaintime. He
said hewasn't awarethat theboard hao
made itsdecision already.

Miskell said the parole board can
choose one of three optionswhen con-
sidering whether to rel ease an inmate.

The board, of course, can grant pa-
role, releasing the prisoner and assign-
ingaparoleofficer, hesaid, or they can
passthe decision and set anew parole
eligible date, which can be up to 10
yearsinthefuturefor someinmates.

Or, Miskell said, the board may
choose to put off making a decision
until after theinmate has completed &
drug programor other typeof program,
or the board has gathered more infor-
mation. Then, hesaid, theboardwoul o
decidelater whether or nottorel easethe
inmate.

Prisonerscan earn oneday of “good
time,” Miskell said, for every day of
their sentence. A goodtimeday, hesaid,
isgivenwhentheinmatebehaveswell,
and subtracts one day from the total
sentence.

Subtracting the good time he has
earned, Gomez's conditional release

See PAROLE, Page 7



