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commentary

from other pens...

Government ignores
problems of nepotism

TheOttawaHerald on nepotism:

M ost humanresourcesprofessi ona swoul dadviseemployerstoavoid
even the hint of nepotism when making hiring decisions.

Apparently thefolksinWashington D.C. haven'tlearned that lesson
asthey continue to keep more and more government decisionsin the
hands of relatives.

Kansas Congressman Jim Ryun’stwo children, Catharineand Ned,
wererecently hiredtowork at theWhiteHouse. They joinanother child
aready employed there, too. ...

TheRyunsarelikely well-suitedand qualifiedfor their positions, but
something smellsfishy to us.

Perhapsthereisashortage of qualified candidates, but it seemsodd
when government officials' relatives have carte blanche on well-paid
government jobs.

Of coursetheRyunsaren’taloneintheir jobsduetowell-placed con-
nections. Secretary of StateColin Powell’ sson, Michael, wasappointed
Chairman of the Federal Communi cationsCommission. Several other
White House staffers have family members as part of the work force
too.

Nepotismisn't new, infact itisprobably morecommoninWashing-
ton than any of us know. Tradition dictates keeping appointmentsin
thefamily.

We believe that government officials should go out of their way to
makesurethey arehiringthemost qualified personfor ajobrather than
just hiring the people with clout-heavy last names.

TheNewton Kansan on trafficfines:

It may rank asthe most convoluted idea ever devised to raise state
revenues.

But the tripling of most traffic finesin Kansas, which went into ef-
fect July 1, probably was nonethel ess an ideawhose time had come.

If you’'re on the receiving end of atraffic ticket now, you may not
agree, but Kansas has been woefully behind neighboring statesin this
areafor quitesometime. Now, at least, wewill befairly comparablein
MOst respects.

Remember, finesaresupposed to puni shand act asdeterrentstobresk-
ingthelaw. Now that state speed limitsareback to 70 milesan hour on
theinterstate highwaysand the Kansas Turnpike and 65 on most other
two-laneroads, thereisreally no reason to speed.

Obviously, many drivers disagree and will continueto push theen-
velope, asthey always have.

Fine.

Thestate will gladly take your money — timesthree.
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U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building, Wash-
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ing, Washington, D.C. 20510. (202) 225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. 174-W,
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Kansas Attorney General Carla J. Stovall, 301 SW. 10th,
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LET ME GUESS.
ANOoTHER PoT-CcoM
LAYoFF.

So far carpet shows no signs of growth

It'sbeen so hot lately that | watered the carpet
the other day.

Now, I’'m hoping nothing grows.

It wasreally asilly mistake— actually, | think
Steve might have called it astupid mistake when
hefound therug saturated at 2 a.m.

Hehad asked metowater thegardensduring my
lunch break. We have one fairly good sized gar-
den by the back fence and along, narrow one on
the south side of the house.

Thelettuce, corn, peasand squash gointhebig
gardenandtheradi shes, cucumbers, tomatoesand
bell peppersgo in the one by the house.

Rightafter | ate, | setupthewater sothatitwould
catch both the narrow strip of garden and the
dlightly larger strip of grass between us and the
neighbor’syard. One sprinkler for thebig garden
and two little onesfor the narrow garden.

| turned thewater on, andit looked alittlehigh,
so | notched it back abit. It was hitting the house,
but so what? It always seemsto hit the house.

Then | headed back for work.

cynthia

We usually let the water go for two hours at a
time. Thiswould haveto go alittle longer but the
garden could use the extramoisture, | figured.

Threetofour hourslater | camehomeandturned
off the hoses.

| went into the dining room and realized that
water had come in through the window. | hadn’t
even realized the window was open.

It had gotten achair wet and somewater wason
theleavesof arubber treesitting under thewindow.
Other than that, everything looked fine.

| wiped off the chair, closed the window and
started supper.

| didn’t even remember to bawl Steve out for

leaving thewindow open. Thewholeincident was
forgotten.

At 2 am., however, Steve decided he wanted
somethingfromthe’ fridgeandwalked downstairs
inhisbarefeet. Histoots esimmediatel y noted what
my shod feet had missed — the rug was soaked.

It took morethan adozen bath and beach towel s
to soak up thewater. He said wewould belucky if
itdidn’t mildew.

| pointed out he had never liked that carpet any-
way, so thismight beablessingin disguise.

He said something short and pithy.

The carpet dried out without mildewing, thank
goodness. However, it hasdevel oped ahugebrown
stain wherethe water was.

WEe' vetried shampooingit, andthat lightened the
brown rash, but it hasn’'t gone away.

I’m not sure what I’ll try next. Maybe another
shampooing or maybe anew rug or maybe 1’1l try
planting grasson thebarebrown spotin my dining
room.

After all, it'seasy to water.

Those who hel us when we were young

| haveredizedthat I' m at the agewhere people
that were there in the beginning of my life start
slowly dipping away.

These are the people who remember you when
you were knee high and are always interested in
how andwhat you' redoing. It doesn’t matter if you
haven't seen them in 10 years, they still remem-
ber thefirst timeyou sat on their lap.

This week, the man who helped me plant and
maintain my first garden joined all the other spe-
cial peoplefrom Kanorado who went beforehim.

When | decided to takegardeningin4-H, | had
noideawhat | wasinfor. Jerry Rickmanwasto be
our leader and when we showed up, he had two
very long rowsfor each of usto plant our cropsin.
Now | know that whenyouareyoung, thingsseem
bigger than maybethey really are, but I'mtelling
you these were thelongest rows.

He helped us plant vegetables, fruit and some
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things I’ d never even heard of. He knew exactly
what depth to plant everything and how far apart.

| had no confidenceany of it would grow, but he
seemed so excited and surethat | guessed maybe
we' d haveachance.

Watering was the worst. I'd have to drag the
heavy garden hosedown each of my rowsandthen
put it back after | was done. Did | mention those
rowswerereally long?

| said watering wastheworst, but | know | had
to weed those rows, too. | don’'t remember doing

it, though, so it must have been so awful | blocked
it from my memory.

I’mnot surewhat Jerry did to our plantsafter we
went home, but I’ ve always suspected he had tc
have done something. Those plants started shoot-
ing out of theground and just never stopped. It was
thenthat | understood why he got so excited.

Every timel found another plant withabloomor
when little watermelon started appearing on the
vine, the excitement would hit me again.

Of course my mom and grandmother were tick-
led that | had my own garden and they didn’t even
complainwhenwehad moreveggi esthanweknew
what to do with.

Jerry probably worked harder than we did and
spent many hourswith usthat summer. He hel ped
us see that hard work has rewards, getting dirty is
OK and the miracle of aplant growing never gets
boring.

Will Bush raid the ‘lockbox’?

Congressional Democrats are convinced that
President Bush'soutsizetax cut will forcehimto
face adifficult political choicethisfall: Raid the
Medicare surplus or reduce defense or education
spending.

“He’'s painted himself into acorner,” said Rep.
John Spratt, D-S.C., ranking member ontheHouse
Budget Committee, who haslong maintai ned that
Bush’s $1.35 trillion tax cut and anticipated fed-
eral spending will drain away the federal budget
surplus.

“This new administration inherited the largest
budget surplusin our nation’s history,” Spratt
wrote his Democratic colleagues|atelast month,
“yet after only fivemonths, therecord eight-year
string of improving budgetsisover, and the bud-
getisheadedtotaptheMedicaretrust fundfor day-
to-day operations once more.”

Spratt’ sstaff prepared an analysisshowing that
for theyears 2003 through 2008, Bush'stax cuts,
defense requests and other fiscal policies would
force the government to dip into Medicare sur-
plusestothetuneof $192billion. However, thetax
cut’ssizehasal ready begun hindering budget flex-
ibility for the current fiscal year and for thefiscal
2002 appropriationsnow being processed by Con-
gress.

In aninterview, Spratt said the tax cut made it
necessary for Bush to trim back his2002 defense
request tobel ow what the Pentagon wanted—and
later will force Bushto cut either defense or edu-
cation, or take from the Medicare trust fund.

Spratt predicted that Senate Democrats would
schedule consideration of fiscal 2002 appropria-
tions bills thisfall to maximize Bush's pain and
dramatizethecost of thetax cuts. Hesaidthey were
likely to delay the appropriationsfor the Defense
and L abor, Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation departmentsto thevery end of the session,
when it will be clear that the president can’t pay
for his military and education programs without
raiding the Medicare“lockbox.”

Bush may argue that Democratic spending is
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responsiblefor using up the surplus, but that posi-
tion will be hard to maintain with the House in
Republican hands.

Eventhesurplusfor thisfiscal year may evapo-
rate because of acombination of increased spend-
ing, reduced tax revenuesand aGOP budget gim-
mick designedto helpthebudget forecast for 2002.

Bush once attacked Congress and the Clinton
administrationforincreasing spendingfor thisyear
by 8 percent. But he has just submitted a supple-
mental appropriation that will cause spending to
jump 9.7 percent abovelast year'slevels.

In addition, Bush’s chief economic adviser,
Lawrence Lindsey, has said that the economic
slowdownmay reduceanticipated tax revenuesby
$56 billion.

Asfor thebudget gimmick — moving the dead-
linefor a$33billion corporatetax collectionfrom
Sept. 15to Oct. 1— thistactic may causethe pro-
jected 2001 surplusto disappear.

Accordingtobudget expert Stan Collender of the
public-relationsfirm FleishmanHillard, Bush'stax
cuts have reduced the non-Socia Security, non-
Medicare surplusfor 2002 to just $24 billion.

Of that amount, $16 billion will be absorbed by
increased defense outlays just requested by De-
fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, leavingaround
$8billionfor new domesti c spending oneducation,
agriculture, energy, disaster relief and new tax
fixes.

Almost certainly, that amount will beexceeded,
Collender predicts, endangering the sacrosanct
status of the Medicare surplus.

TheBushadministrationclaimsthat nosuchsur-
plusexists, but Congressional Republicansledthe
way ininsisting on putting Medicare fundsinto a

lockbox that shouldn’ t be spent for other purposes.

Spratt said the Bush administration made ama-
jor error in passing atax cut and its 2002 budget
resol utionbeforecal culatingwhat itsdefenseneeds
would be.

Rumsfeld requested $26.6 billionin new budget
authority to improve military pay, health and pen-
sions. According to Spratt, the request was about
half what Rumsfeld and the military hoped to get.
“Thenumber wascutinhalf by OMB,” Spratt said,
referringtotheWhiteHouse Officeof Management
and Budget. Cuts were imposed in weapons pro-
curement, and Army helicopter and tank training.

The tax cut’s size raises long-term questions
about how Bush will pay for his national missile-
defenseprogram, which might cost $100 billion or
more, and the* military revolution” that Rumsfeld
isplanning.

Beyond that, the bipartisan Concord Coalition
projectsthat if Congressfailsto hold annual spend-
ing increases to 5 percent over the next 10 years,
already enacted and anticipated tax cutswill wipe
out the $3.1 trillion on-budget surplus, use up al
Medicarereservesandforcearaid on Social Secu-
rity reserves.

Long-term projectionsare hardto politicize, but
Democratsareconfident they canforceacrunchthis
fall and make Bush choosewhichareato cut—the
military, education or Medicare.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and wel-
comes letters from readers. L etters should be type-
written if possible, and should include a telephone
number and, most importantly, asignature. Unsigned
letters will not be published. Form letters will be
rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive. Wereservetheright
to edit letters for length and good taste. We encour-
age |etters by e-mail to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.




