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commentary
from other pens...

Hattie Caraway fights
for ‘my place Iin the sun’

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Nearly 70 years after she astonished her many
malerival sby barnstormingArkansasand winningafull six-year term
intheU.S. Senate, Hattie Caraway isfinally getting some respect.

Her portrait was hung in a Senate corridor six years ago, honoring
her asthefirst woman el ected tothe chamber. Thisyear theU.S. Postal
Servicefeatured her on astamp.

Caraway’sincreasedvisibility occursat atimewhenwomenhold 13
of the Senate’s 100 seats, morethan at any other time. Three states—
Maine, Californiaand Washington — each have two femal e senators.

The numbers, and the oddswill increasein future elections, recall the
predi ction made by theonewomanto serveasasenator before Caraway.

Rebecca Felton was 87 in 1922 when the governor of Georgia ap-
pointed her to the seat of asenator who had died. Although Feltonwas
well knownin the state, many said the governor had a hidden motive.

“Hedid not appoint awoman because he has respect for womenin
palitics, but to smooth hisown pathtothe Senate,” onenewspaper said.

Theplanfailed; Walter George, astatejudge, won the election.

But Feltonmadethemost of her situation. Sheinsisted onbeingsworn
in and seated in the Senate, if just for aday.

Shegot her wish, taking the oath of officeon Nov. 23, 1922.

Inabrief speechfrom her desk, theoutspokenwoman gottothepoint.

“L et mesay, Mr. President, that whenthewomen of thecountry come
in and sit with you, though there may be but very few in the next few
years, | pledge you will get ability, you will get integrity of purpose,
youwill get exalted patriotism, and you will get unstinted useful ness.”

Nineyearslater, thegovernor of Arkansasappointed Caraway tothe
Senate seat left vacant by the death of her husband. Shewon aspecial
election for the year remaining in the term, in part because few men
wereinterested in so short aterm.

Thenew Sen. Caraway feltisolated. Shenoted shehad beenallotted
thesamedesk assigned to Feltonwhen sheserved assenator-for-a-day.

“1 guessthey wanted asfew of them contaminated aspossible,” she
wroteinher diary. Sherarely spokeandwassoondubbed” Silent Hattie.”

Shebrokeher silenceinthesummer of 1932. Shewould runfor afull
six-year term. “1 am going to fight for my placeinthesun,” shesaid.

Caraway had five male opponents. Shewasgiven no chancetowin.

But shegained an unexpected ally, onewho wasascol orful and out-
spoken as shewas reserved.

Chatting quietly from their adjoining desks at the rear of the Senate
chamber, Caraway and Sen. Huey Long, D-L a,, forged abond. A pow-
erful politicianknownasthe*Kingfish,” heyearnedfor abroader stage.

Long mustered a caravan of seven vehicles, two of them powerful
sound trucks, and he and Caraway roared into Arkansasfor onewhirl-
windweek inAugust. By oneestimatethey spoketo morethan 200,000
peoplein 39 appearances throughout the state.

“1"m here to get agroup of potbellied politicians off a brave little
woman’'sneck,” Long told every audience.

“We brought athree-ring circus to Arkansas and it was well worth
the price of admission,” Caraway said after claiming victory.

Six yearslater, shewon asecond term against an opponent who ran
under the slogan, “ Arkansas needs another man in the Senate.” Her
career ended in 1944 when shelost the Democratic primary.

For years afterward, most women entering the Senate did so on the
“widow’smandate,” appointed to succeed deceased husbands.

Fourwomenjoinedthe Senateafter last fall’selection, includingformer
first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, New York’sfirst femal e senator.

Thelist isashort one; since 1923 only 31 women, including Felton
and Caraway, have been senators.

But withincreasein numbers, the novelty of their presencelessens.

EDITOR SNOTE — Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White
House, Congress and Washington's history for more than 30 years.
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DID THE TINMAN GET A GELF -
CONTAINED MECHANICAL HEART OR JUST
ONE OF THOGE DEFIRRILLATORG LIKE

DICK CHENEY GOT ?
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The coninuing white

WASHINGTON — A new poll shows most
whitepeoplebelievethat blackshaveitasgoodin
thiscountry asthey do.

| accept theaccuracy of thesurvey released this
week by The Washington Post, the Henry J. Kai-
ser Foundation, and Harvard University.

It'sthewhite peoplel don't believe.

Seventy-one percent of whites say “African-
Americans have morethan or about the same op-
portunitiesinlifeaswhiteshave.”

Just 20 percent agree“thereisalot of discrimi-
nation against African-Americansin our society
today.”

More than four-in-10 whites believe that the
typical black makesas much or moreasthetypi-
cal white.

These answers remind me of surveys showing
that black Americans believe O.J. Simpson was
innocent of hiswife’'smurder.

Inboth cases, weare getting exhibitionsof atti-
tude masked as statements of fact.

Whitesdo not want to admit racial discrimina-
tion for fear it will be used to justify affirmative
action.

Blacks did not want to admit O.J.’sguiltin a
media circus artfully choreographed by attorney
Johnny Cochran, which pitted anAfrican-Ameri-
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can defendant against awhite LosAngeles detec-
tivewho used the“N-word.”

In both cases, the pollsters asked for athought-
ful assessment of the facts. What they got and re-
ported are hundreds of gut reactions to a highly-
charged, racially-tinged question.

Inboth cases, you canforget thedainty wording.
What the person being polled heard was, “What
sideareyouon?’

| oftenwonder how blackswould respondtothe
0.J. question if the poll were administered along
with some sodium pentothal. | now wonder the
sameabout whiteswhenthey areasked about race.

Can awhite American, with Harlem, Watts, or
any of thiscountry’s hugeracial ghettosin mind,
defend hisor her claim that blacks have the same
“opportunities’?

Ifitisn’t becauseof outright discrimination, what
does consign blacks to live in certain neighbor-
hoods? Isit because they are not wanted in nicer

blindness

neighborhoods and would rather not have their
familiesput upwiththehasseof livinginthem?Is
itbecausered estateagentssteer black buyersaway
from the better openings? Or because the black
home-buyer simply doesn’t havethemoney to buy
the better homes? Whichever answer you choose
involvesadenial of equal opportunity.

EverwatchanNBA gameand noticethat theplay-
ers are black, but that nearly 100 percent of seats
within 100feet of thecourt arehel d by whites?Ever
go anywhere and not see the whites in the better
seats, the better houses, the better jobs?

Itremindsusof theGrouchoMarx line, “ Areyou
going to believe me, or your lying eyes?’

Arewegoingto believetheportrait of racerela-
tions painted by the polls, or thereal world we see
around us?

| believethat white peopleknow there’ sdiscrimi-
nation in this country, but refuse to admit it. | be-
lievethey refusetoadmitit for thesamereasonthat
blacksrefusetoadmit O.J. killed hiswife: because
it wouldn’t look good.

ChrisMatthews, a nationally syndi cated colum-
nist for the San Francisco Chronicle, is host of
“Hardball” onCNBCand MSNBC cablechannels.
The 1999 edition of “ Hardball” was published by
Touchstone Books.

Time, attitude and dilligence: Tripod of success

Whenyouanayzethelivesof successful people
you will aways find that time, attitude and dili-
gence play critical roles. These three factors of
achievement form the tripod of success.

Thisisnot an*all-you-have-to-do-is’ column.
| firmly believe if you major in these three areas
and minor in afew others, you will be more suc-
cessful. However, managing timeand attitudeand
applying yourself diligently are more easily dis-
cussed than done.

Remember, your successisultimately theresult
of the choices you make. So, here are some
thoughtson strengtheningthesethreeareasof your
life.

TheTimeFactor

| find it interesting that we have hundreds of
timesaving devices, and yet we seemto haveless
timetodowhat needstobedone. | went asfar back
as1800. In 1800, early settlersintheUnited States
had only 86,400 secondsin every day. We have
exactly thesameamount today. Sothetimeavail-
ableto ushasn’t changed.

What thenisthesecret of time?Theanswer - and
thesecret of successinthisarea- ishow weuseit.
There' salittlepoem| find appropriatetoillustrate
this.

| only have aminute,

just 60 secondsinit.

Forced upon me, can't refuseit,

didn’t seek it, didn’t chooseit.

But, it'suptometo useit.

I’masucker if | loseit,

giveaccount if | abuseit.

don

tazlor

® minding your own
business

Just atiny minute,

but eternity isinit.

Your futureisin how you useyour time. Watch
people. You'll seethat they alwaysmaketimefor
thethingsthey really want to do. Weall do.

It'syour choice. Do you want to be a success?
Or would you rather play that computer game or
watch several hoursof televisioneachweek?How
you useyour timeisyour choice.

TheAttitude Factor

Few people have affected my thinking on atti-
tude as much as Zig Ziglar has. In hisbook, See
YouAt TheTop, Ziglar writes, “ Ninety percent of
our educationisdirected at acquiringfactsandfig-
ureswith only ten percent of our education aimed
at our “feelings’ or “attitude.”

Contrast how our educational systemfunctions
with how the real world works. Again quoting
from Ziglar’sbook, “ A study by Harvard Univer-
sity reveal ed that 85 percent of thereasonsfor suc-
cess, accomplishments, promotions, etc. were
because of our attitudes and only 15 percent be-
cause of our technical expertise.”

William James, thefather of American psychol -
ogy, stated the most important discovery of our
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timeisthat “we can alter our lives by altering our
attitudes.”

CharlesR. Swindoll said, “ Thismay shock you,
but | believethe single most significant decision |
can make on aday-to-day basisismy choice of at-
titude. Whenmy attitudesareright, there’sno bar-
rier too high, no valley too deep, no dream too ex-
treme, no challengetoo great for me.”

TheDiligence Factor

Thedictionary definesdiligenceas" persevering
and careful inwork; hardworking.” In all success
you'll find theingredient of hard work.

Duringthelast fewweeks, I’ vevisitedwith some
of the most successful men and women in West
Texas. Diligence - steady, careful labor - isacom-
mon thread intheir lives.

Proverbs22:29 says, “ Doyou seeamandiligent
and skillful in his business? He will stand before
kings...” Of course, thereal joy of diligenceisnot
recognition, but rather inthesatisfaction of accom-
plishment.

| believesuccessbringsno moresati sfactionthan
the joy achieved while working toward it. You're
better off asafirst-rate |aborer than asecond-rate
executive.

Don Taylor is the co-author of Up Against the
Wal-Marts. Youmaywriteto himin care of Mind-
ing Your Own Business, PO Box 67, Amarillo, TX
79105. Column sponsored by Goodland Area
Chamber of Commerce Business Devel opment
Committee.
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