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commentary

from other pens...

Urging protestors
to be respectful of laws

TheWichitaEagleon abortion protests:

Itwas 10 yearsago that Wichitabecameground zerofor the national
struggleover abortion. For 46 days, theprotestsroiled our streets, chal -
lenged our leaders and clogged our courts.

They alsotested our conscience, asindividualsand asacommunity.
Sideswerechosen. Linesweredrawn. Lawswerebroken. Insomecases,
hearts were changed. In others, they were hardened. And for many,
Wichita's scars from that Summer of Mercy remain fresh and defin-
ing.

Organizersare now planning a“ Summer of Mercy Renewal,” afol-
low-up protest led by Operation SaveAmerica. And whileweendorse
the right to protest, we urge protesters on both sides to conduct their
demonstrations peacefully and to show respect for our laws, law-en-
forcement officers and each other.

Therulesfor such protestshave changed since 1991, because of the
1994 federal law barring the kind of clinic blockadesthat led to thou-
sandsof arrestsduring the Summer of Mercy.

The main target of the abortion protests hasn’t changed. George
Tiller's practice on East Kellogg, where the doctor was shot by abor-
tion foe Shelley Shannon in 1993, is still the city’s primary abortion
provider.

Inlargepart becauseof out-of-state, latetermreferralstoDr. Tiller's
clinic, Kansas has been the site of more than 100,000 abortions since
1991. Although abortionsare at atwo-decadelow nationally, Kansas
abortion rate hasrisen 22 percent over the past decade...

Whatever happens in Wichita in the coming days won't end the
nation’s battle over abortion. We ask that all the demonstrators, both
|ocal sand out-of -towners, honor the promisestobecivil andlaw-abid-
ing. We also ask that all Wichitans approach the protests with under-
standing.

TheTopeka Capital-Jour nal on governor’srace:

What'sthematter?lsn’ tthecol or schemeat theremodel edgovernor’s
mansion to anyone’sliking? Does no onewant to stepinthering with
ashadow-boxing Legislature? Dowehavetorunaclassifiedadinthe
newspaper?

WEell, the latter would no doubt get great results. But we shouldn’t
haveto go that far to get someoneto runfor governor in 2002...

Sureit's early. But so far, the race for Kansas governor has been
marked more by who's not running than by whoiis...

Not to worry. Therewill be plenty of folksto step forward. For the
Republicans, House Speaker Kent Glasscock..., and 1st District con-
gressman Jerry Moran... For the Democrats there’'s — well, there's
Insurance Commissioner Kathleen Sebelius...

A Sebelius-Moran battle would not only be civil and high-minded,
but al sointriguing— owingto Moran’ srepresentati on and the Sebelius
reputation in the western part of the state...

But thereare other Republicanswho may yet test thewaters, includ-
ing4thDistrict U.S. Rep. Todd Tiahrt, statetreasurer Tim Shallenburger
and state party chairman Mark Parkinson...

Speculation astowho will runfor officeand whowon'tisaform of
sport in acapital city. But it's more than that: Thiskind of unofficial
campaigning has adirect bearing on the choices you will havefor the
top spot in state government. So it bearswatching.

It would be more of a spectacle, though, if some more folks would
actually enter therace.
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The
lurplus

What do the geeks mean when they say boost
themoney supply and do something about theprice
of gold?

Yeah, right! They would say when porno bars
in Californiahave windmills!

Since the 1997 world wide currency crisisthe
all mighty dollar has been on the moon and they
likeitthat way. They say great nationshaveastrong
dollar.

Sound dollar yes, strong dollar, maybe yes,
maybeno, itisnot quite the samething. We could
have a sound currency without being the dump-
inggroundfor theworld'ssurpluses. U.S. exports
do metter.

All these cyberspacetrue believerswant isan-
other tax havenin China.

It's classic Washington vomit. Bet they think
Joan of Ark wasNoah'swife.

It was only after the dot.coms began to go the
way of Sitting Bull did the cry babies want the
Father of our Republic, Alan Greenspan, to boost
the money supply (pump money into the
economy).

Oops, that usedtobeinflationary.Atleastthat's
what they said when grain prices were bush-
whacked by three consecutive grain embargoes.

Doesanyoneremember thetalk of afarmstrike
in 1980? Then it was you farmers are a bunch of
crazy speculatorsand deservetofail.

Speculators — crazy you say?Alan you are a

What do all t

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

I have recently been receiving privacy policy
information from the companies where | bank,
havecredit accounts, and haveinsurancepolicies.
However, | am not surewhat these“ privacy poli-
cies” mean. Thecompaniestell mel needtocom-
plete “opt-out” formsif | want to keep my infor-
mationprivate, but | thoughttheinformation| gave
to these companieswas always private. Isinfor-
mation about me shared with other businesses?
What could happenif | donot send back these* opt-
out” forms?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

The reason you have been receiving these pri-
vacy notices in the mail is due to the Gramm-
Leach-Bliley (GLB) Act, alaw which went into
effect on November 13, 2000. Under thisnew act,
financial ingtitutionswererequiredtoprovidetheir
customerswith noticeof their privacy policiesby
July 2, 2001. Theterm“financial ingtitution” has
been broadly interpreted to include banks, credit
card providers, savings and loans, credit unions,
insurance companies, securities firms, and some
retailers and auto dealers which collect informa-
tion about consumerswith credit accounts.

Some consumersmay besurprisedtolearnthat
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blight since the everybody’s money tree stock
market hasregurgitated $4.6trillion out of thestock
market. These new age gold bugs say the price of
gold doesmatter.

WEell the chicken has choked and their policies
havefinally caught up with them. It'snot niceto
fool themarket economy with unlimited money to
revive abunch of computer geeks, likewedidin
1980. Their risky loansin SouthAmericahad gone
theway of $5.00 wheat and $11.00 soybeans, and
we had 20 percent interest.

Their solution then wasto give the PanamaCa-
nal tothedrug dealer Noriega. Oncethe Panama-
nian Governmentinherited $120 millionmoney it
landed in some New York City bank quicker than
aCalifornian can say pricegouger. Thereisadif-
ference between an Indian and an Indian Chief.

When the U.S. Federal Reserve bails out some
crazy speculator in the world currency exchange
itisshort circuiting thelawsof economicsandthe
only way it hasto expressitself isto have unem-
ployment and depressed commodity prices. Soif
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personal information is shared with other busi-
nesses. This shared information may include a
customer’ sdebt level, payment amountsfor house
or car, account balances, as well as buying and
shopping habits. Companies then usethisinfor-
mation to target consumerswho may be potential
customers, and the information is often shared
between two or more affiliated companiesor pur-
chased by unrelated companies.

TheGLB Act prohibitsthese“ financial institu-
tions’ from providing any personal information
about their customersto“ non-affiliated third par-
ties’ unless certain guidelines have been met.
These guidelines involve the sending of privacy
noticesand disclosuresaswell as* opt-out” mate-
rialstoeach customer. Evenif acompany doesnot
plan on sharing its customers' personal informa-
tion, itisstill requiredtomail itsprivacy policy to

CMAC .

thosefancy guyswant higher gold pricesget ready
for higher wheat, corn and soybeans prices, too.

You know that would be aswelcome asaChing
spy trial on Capital Hill. U.S. interestsratesareal-
ready lower than the Peoples Republic of Ching
sovereign bonds. Furthermore, it takes a year to
eighteen monthsfor lower interest ratesto biteinto
the economy.

It'sthelawlessadvising theignorant. They have
beenin chargefor two decadesand they think suc-
cessful risk taking isanother federal intervention.

It'sgreat for the big Chief inthe White Tepeeto
know thingsaretough out onthefarm, but another
fasttrack won’t doit.

Our tradedeficitsisn’t what madeAmericagreat,
either. Before everyone devalued their currencies
the U.S. had exports of $60 billion and our trade
deficitwas$107 billion— now it may beashighas
$450 billion. For every $1 billion of trade deficit
welose15,000jobs, andif our trade deficitis$375
billion we havelost over 400,000 jobs.

Now of coursethe General Agreement on Trade
and Tarriff ’it'sliketo talk about new jobsbut they
don'tlay jobslost and jobs gained side by side.

If itistheeconomy inthegreen part of the coun-
try. Trade Promotion Authority (fast track) makes
asmuch senseascatchingmethanegasfromacow’s
flatulent, to reduce global warming.
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hese ‘privacy policies’ mean?

thoseconsumers. Inorder tokeepinformationfrom
being shared, acustomer must fill out the* opt-out”
paperwork that hasbeen provided and send it back
to the designated company. Once acompany has
provided you with an“opt-out” form, filling it out
and sending it back is the only way to keep your
information from being shared.

The July 2001, deadline only applied to “finan-
cial ingtitutions” and does not affect aconsumer’s
ability to“opt-out.” If at any timeyou do not want
your information shared with other companies,
complete the “opt-out” forms provided and send
them back to the appropriate company. You may
contact thecompany if younolonger havetheforms
that wereinitially mailed to you.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewrite Attorney
General Carla J. Sovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and an
agent will returnyour call promptly.
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