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Saints and sinners: Jack Lemmon may save marriages

I never met Jack Lemmon, but he played a
partinpractically every wedding| officiatedin
thelast 25 years.

Whenabrideand groom standinfront of me
atthealtar, | tell astory fromoneof Lemmon'’s
movies.

Jack, whoismarriedinthispicture, takeshis
shirtstoAndre' sFrenchlaundry. Whenafriend
asks him why he doesthisrather than have his
wife do them (the movie takes place at atime
when wives still did shirts), Lemmon saysit's
because he doesn’'t haveto tell Andre heloves
him whenever he picksup hisshirts.

The point of telling thisstory isthat it isnot
enough just to love our spouses. We must put
our love into words and say them out loud of -
ten during our married lifetogether.

Itisn’t only that weforget to say thosethree
littlewords. They becomeachore, asthey had
for Jack Lemmonin themovie.

Inoneof thewedding services| conducted, |
asked thosein the congregation who had come
with aspouse or aloved oneto turnto that per-
sonand, whileholding hands, tol ook each other
intheeyeand to say out loud, “I loveyou.”

WEell, they didit, and the church echoed with
peoplesaying“| loveyou.” Someof themtold
melater that they hadn’t said that totheir spouse
inyears!

But it takes more than words of endearment
tokeepamarriagestrong. Thewordsspokenin
day-to-day conversation arejust asimportant.
Wordsthat would not hurt if spoken by anyone
elsecan cause painif spoken by onewelove.

george
plagenz

saints & sinners

There is awonderful old Jewish folk tale
about a criminal being stoned by a crowd. He
said nothing as heavy rocks struck him. But
whenasmall pebblehit him hewincedin pain.

When asked why this was — why the big
bouldersdidn’t hurt him, but when the pebble
hit him he cried out in pain — he said, “The
pebblewasthrown by afriend.”

“Be especially careful,” | tell the men and
women standing beforemewhoaremakingthe
biggest step of their lives, “be especialy care-
ful with the words you say to one another. In
intimate human rel ationships, carel ess, hurtful
words, no bigger than apebble, canbreak hearts
and shatter dreams. They are never ‘just
words.””

You are gone now, Jack. But if it's all right
withyou, I'll continuetotel | bridesand grooms
that delightful little story about taking your
shirtsto Andre’s French laundry.

Who knows how many marriages we will
saveif themessage sinksin?

THEWEDDING GIFT THAT LASTS

AND LASTS
| sometimes give couples| marry an 8-inch

length of heavy-duty rope— thekind tugsuse
topull giant shipsinand out of theharbor. | point
out how thinandfrail each strand of ropeis, but
how, whenthestrandsaretwistedtogether, they
make a piece of rope that can pull an ocean-
going freighter.

Happily married couples, | tell them, arelike
that rope. They may bethinandfragileby them-
selves. But whentheir lives are entwined with
each other, they can pull the marriage bark
through the choppiest waters.

Then| givethem the piece of rope asawed-
ding present.

If they don’t misplaceit—anditisnot aneasy
thing to misplace — they will have alifelong
reminder of what it isthat makesastrong mar-

riage.

Born again: Pastor’s pitch on rock radio saves dying Atlanta church

By Erin McClam
Associated Press Writer

ATLANTA — Along Ponce de Leon
Avenue, wherefast-food signsstand out
like neon exclamation points, Grace
United M ethodist Churchiseasy tomiss
— camouflaged in plain red brick, its
stai ned-glasswindowsobscured by pro-
tectivefilm.

It hasspent most of ageneration beat-
up in abad neighborhood, a grand old
church in its dying days. Membership
sagged to near nothing. The roof and
pipes leaked. A small staff struggled,
quiteliterally, toholdtheplacetogether.

Eighty years after the church rebuilt
from two fires, a half-century after it
becamethefirst in Georgiato put Sun-
day servicesontelevision, therewastal k
of barring the sanctuary doors.

Until the new minister, ayoung go-
getter fromthesuburbs, desperately tried
one last idea. And there — on an edgy

899-7368

Pastor: Don Crutcher
|| Fifth & Broadway

Sunday. Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Evening Service: 6:30 pm

Pastor: Rev. Steve Rains
Fourth & College » 899-3605
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
Wednesday: Family Night: 7 pm
Adult Bible Study and Youth Group

rock radiostation, of all places— began
what the congregation callsthemiracle
that saved Grace Church.

If youcalled central castingandasked
for aminister, they might send you the
Rev. John Beyers. At 37, he hasintense
eyes, ink-black hair shaped and parted
perfectly, avoicewith abuilt-in echo.

He was 32 when he became senior
minister at Grace. He recalls worrying
about prostituteslurking at nearby cor-
nersand cracked drugvialsonthelawn.
The church, walking distance from At-
lanta police headquarters, needed pri-
vate security.

Just as grave was the church ledger:
Only afew dozen people were coming
for services, leaving behind sparse col-
lection plates.

“1t's so much easier in the suburbs.
Things are prosperous, and there’slots
of money andfamiliesandkids,” Beyers
said. “Gracewasin aterrible place.”
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It was 1997, and gentrification was
taking holdin Atlanta. Not far fromthe
church, young adultsfrom packed sub-
urbswerestartingto movetothecoreof
thecity.

Many of thetwenty- and thirty-some-
thingswerethenonreligiouschildren of
baby-boom parents. They were Grace's
best — and maybe only — chance at
survival.

Beyers thought about the old black-
and-whitetel ecastsof servicesat Grace,
theexuberant preachingandgrand organ
music he remembered. He decided to
take the church back to the airwaves.

The playlist at WNNX-FM includes
bandscalledAlienAnt Farm, Scapegoat
Wax, Godsmack and Saliva. Listeners
tunein for songslike“Fat Lip,” “Hash
Pipe” and“Your Disease.”

Its morning show istypical big-city
FM fare— wisecracking disc jockeys,
celebrity gossip, the newsand traffic.
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First United Methodist Church
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The station seems an odd fit for the
program Beyershad in mind.

A small businessin Floridadistributes
short parables called Perceptions for
ministers to read in 60-second radio
spots, and Beyersthought theadsmight
be agood way to reach people.

One message teaches about humility
by relating the story of amanwhoturns
pages for concert pianists. Another
teachesabout disappointment by telling
about a woman who mistook her
boyfriend's excitement over hiscar for
an upcoming marriage proposal.

Beyers' colleagues warned him that
theradioadswere, at best, alongshot. At
worsgt, they said, thestationwasunrigh-
teoustrash that had no busi ness associ-
atingwiththeUnited M ethodist Church.

Buying ayear’sworth of spotsonthe
station cost Beyers$150,000, money the
struggling churchcould hardly affordto
tossaround. Hewent ontheair twodays

rch,

after Christmas.

Weeks passed. In Grace Church’s
majestic, Gothic-style sanctuary, there
wereno signsof life.

Beyerstried to pick nonthreatening
messages, theoneswithout what hecalls
“brother-are-you-saved language.” He
tried to strike aspiritual chord without
sounding too religious.

“We' renot sellinganythingwhenyou
listento my ads, | will not tell you how
great my churchis, how wonderful our
children’sdepartment is, how beautiful
our choir is,” hesaid.

GregWoodwasoneof thefirsttohear.
AloanofficerinAtlantainhisearly 30s,
hewasaregular listener tothemorning
show. He thought of church as a con-
demning environment.

“You know, ‘ Thou-shalt-not. You're
goingtohell if youdothis.” Itwasall so
foreigntome,” hesaid. “ Thiswasnon-
threatening religion. Themessages, the

way they’re presented, it really hits
home.”

Wood came to Grace early in 1999,
about five weeks after Beyers' Percep-
tions messages debuted. He saw no one
elseclosetohisage.

DianeFarnell wasanaccountantinher
upper 20swhoalsolistenedtothemorn-
ingshow. Betweenthecommercials, she
grew familiar with Beyers' voice.

“Itwasawaysthere, and| just started
listening,” shesaid. “Then| realized he
wasfromachurch.”

Shejoinedthechurchearlierthisyear.

Hundreds of young adults have
flocked to the church, including some
who have abandoned suburban
megachurchesoutsideAtlantatobepart
of the renewal at Grace. Since early
1999, not one Sunday has passed with-
out a newcomer telling Beyers they
heard him on the rock station, Beyers
said.
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Sunday. \Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm

Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm 3]

i
L

13th & Sherman = 899-6161
Pastor: Scott Grimshaw
Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm

Emmanuel Lutheran Church q

K

)

g\_{ grace Fellowship Church q
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‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:
‘Topside Office Products, Inc.
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golden Wheat Ranch
Office 110 E. 11th
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