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commentary

from other pens...

Lack of candidates
hampers Democrats

TheGar den City Telegramonrecr uiting Democr aticcandidates:

When Kansans acrossthe state note that many electionsare over on
primary night, they’ re not joking. Even Kansas Democratic leaders
acknowledgethat many party faithful declarethemselvesRepublicans
sothey canvotein primary elections.

There are small pockets where Democrats are able to win elective
office, but alook at theroster in the Kansas House and Senate showsa
disparity that hamperstheeffectivenessof atwo-party legislativepro-
cess.

Republicans outnumber Democrats by a 2-to-1 margin in Topeka.
Moretelling, however, isn’t that Democratscan’t seemto garner more
seatsinthestatehouse. It'stheparty’sinability tofield candidatesinall
of the state’slegidativedistricts.

It'snot amatter of having astronger presencethroughout Kansas. At
thispoint, it'samatter of having any presence...

MoreDemocratsinthefieldwon’t automatically translateinto more
DemocratsinTopeka. But atleastit would givevotersadivergent voice.
Complacency isthe cousinto comfort. When asingle party isguaran-
teed afreeticket tothe Statehouse becausethereisno opposition, com-
placency has potential to surface.

Energizing morepeopletotheparty isnecessary, if only to offer vot-
ersachoiceand engage candidatesin meaty discussionsof theissues.
Such diversity of viewpointswould be good for all of Kansas.

TheTopeka Capital-Jour nal on Parkinson’sresearch:

Michael J. Fox, who hasbeen rai sing awareness of Parkinson’sdis-
ease since hisdiagnosisafew years ago, might want to check out The
University of KansasMedical Center, wheretwo doctors have hel ped
develop apromising new treatment.

StevenWilkinson, aneurosurgeon, and Rajesh Pahwa, aneurologist,
have treated more than 200 people from 42 states and asfar away as
Kuwait who have Parkinson’s or essential tremor. They aretwo of the
most common neurological movement disorders, affecting about 2
million Americans.

Theprocedureinvolvesdrillingaholeinthebrainandimplantingan
electrode. A wire under the skinislinked to asmall battery just under
the collarbone. The technology was developed by Medtronic Inc. of
Minneapoalis.

Sometimescalled abrain pacemaker, the system deliversmild elec-
trical stimulation to targeted areasin the brain. The stimul ation appar-
ently blocksthe signalsthat cause the tremors.

Although the procedure doesn’t work for everyone, for someit has
produced miraculous results. Dick Swindler of Lawrence had such
severetremorsit wasdangerousto stand next to him, but now heplays
golf four daysaweek and chaseshisgrandsonaroundtheyard andtakes
him swimming.

Without the surgery, he most likely would bein awheel chair today,
hiswifesaid.

Withstorieslikethat, it'snowonder KUM C hasbecomethenation’s
|eading center for deep brain stimulation. That speakswell not only for
themedical center, but alsofor themedi cal team that has been perfect-
ing the procedure for the past seven years.
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Tﬂere Is nothing like fresh from the garden

Steve stepped on thefirst cucumber of the sea-
son last week.

It wasdelicious.

| wasweeding thecornand checking for squash
whilehewastying upthetomatoesvines. Wehave
the cucumbers planted under the tomatoes.

He spotted anicefat cukeand picked it for me.
Thenheputitinasafeplace.

Of course, you know, those arefateful words.

They usually mean that you will never find the
item again.

But he found it as he stepped back from tying
the back tomato vine securely to its stake.

Crunch!

Hefinished tying the tomatoes, found acouple
more cucumbersand brought thewholemessinto
thekitchen, where | had goneto prepare supper.

“You better eat thisoneright away,” he said.

Stevedoesn'tlikecucumbersor radishes, which

| dsoplantinthetomatoarea, but healwaysbrings
inthe produce.

| likeradishes, but about oneayear isfine. Still,
every year | sow awholepackageof seeds, justlike
my daddy alwaysdid. Of course, my daddy really
liked radishes—thelongiciclekind. Heatethem
plainand even maderadi sh sandwichessometimes.
I’ll eat my oneayear andignoretherest of thecrop
— until thetopsgrow up to my chin and bloom.

When | had ignored the radishes for aslong as
Steve could stand this year, he grabbed several,
cleaned them and put them in a glass of water in

thefridgefor me. He' ssosweet. Don’'ttell himthey
went down the disposal.

I’ d already eaten my garden radish for the year.

Cucumbersareadifferent story. | really like cu-
cumbersand enjoy theminsaladsor just peeledand
salted.

| took the stomped cuke, cut off the hal f that was
pulverized, salted it and chomped down. Ahhhh.
Thereisnothinglikesomething freshfromthegar-
den.

Steveasked meif | had had any troublewith sand
inmy vegetablesafter | told him| had devoured his
offering. | pointed out that since he had been con-
siderate enough to step on the end and not the
middle, | had easily cut off the pulverized part.

Helooked alittle crestfallen. | guess hethought
that hisaim was off.

Maybe next year he can practice on the radishes
first.

Demaocrats have worsening ‘culture problem’

If Democrats want to win back the presidency
and full control of the Congress, they need to get
back to “values centrism” and appeal once again
towhitemale, religious and married voters.

So argues the Democratic L eadership Council
initslatest policy magazine, Blueprint. The case
makes eminent sense, but there' slotsof evidence
that party leadersaren’t listening.

Democratshaveadopted anew lingoonguns—
“gun control” isout and “sensible gun safety” is
in— but onissuessuch asreligion, classwarfare
andtheroleof government, they’ re swerving left
again.

Inaneditorial and aseriesof articlesintheforth-
coming issue of Blueprint, the New Democrats
argue that the “ high-octane populism” being ad-
vocated by “traditiona liberals’ asthekey to suc-
cessis"potentialy disastrous’ for the party.

In the 2000 election, they say, Al Gore's popu-
list theme of “the people over the powerful” suc-
ceeded only insecuringtheDemocratic base, turn-
ing off swing votersheshould havecarried, given
the economic good timesthat prevailed.

The DL C makes no accusations, but it's pretty
obviousthat, likeGore, Congressional Democrats
are basing many of their key policies on opposi-
tionto specid interests— specificaly, oil, insur-
ance companies and “the rich” who will benefit
from Bush administration tax cuts.

In an editorial that leads off the magazine, the
DL Carguesthat Democratshave*aculture prob-
lem” that antedated former President Bill Clinton’s
scandalsandwill continueto damagetheparty now
that he’sout of the Oval Office.

“Many voters fear that Democrats are either
hostileto or indifferent to peopleof faith, married
peoplewithkids(especially stay-at-homemoms),
thosewho serveproudly inthemilitary, thosewho
own gunsfor self-protection or hunting, and per-
haps even white males as agroup,” the editorial
declares.

“Thisperceptionisoften reinforced by the par-
allel belief that Democratsare excessively bound
by allegiancetointerest and advocacy groupsthat
do not share mainstream valuesin one respect or
another.”
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® commentary

With the two parties now in atie for the alle-
gianceof voters, thewinner of futureel ectionswill
be the one that can hold and turn out its base, at-
tract swings and even siphon off loyalists to the
other side.

That'swhat President Bushdidin2000with his
compassionate conservative theme, which al-
lowed himtolimit Gore’ sadvantageamongwhite
womentojust 2 points.

Prior to the Monica Lewinsky debaclein his
second term, Clinton made inroads among white
males and married voters by sounding tough on
crime, calling for the hiring of 100,000 more law
enforcement officers, and backingwelfarereform
and V-chipsto block television pornography.

Healsosaid (not meaningit, of course) abortion
should be*“safe, legal andrare.” Intheend, heve-
toed aban on partial-birth abortion.

Moreover, Clinton declared that “theeraof big
government isover” and that affirmative action
needed to be “mended.” Little changed, but he
sounded moderate.

Gore, however, reverted to out-and-out popu-
lismandsufferedforit. Hecarried only 36 percent
of thewhite-male vote— the same proportion as
1988 candidate Michael Dukakisdid.

Non-collegeeducated whitemen, who ought to
be a bedrock Democratic constituency based on
economics, wentfor Bush 63 percentto 34 percent.

Democratic Congressional candidatesfared no
better than Gore among white males, who sup-
portedthe GOPinHouseracesby 59 percentto 38
percent and in Senate races by 60 to 38 percent.

Authors of Blueprint articles don’t advocate
abandonment of traditional standson abortion or
discrimination, but they recommendtacticsto pick
up support among swing voters.

Exit pollsin 2000 reveal ed that whitemal essup-
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port smaller government, Social Security reform
andtax cuts. It'safair bet that they al sosupport more
energy production over conservation and national
missile defense, which Democrats oppose.

Inupcoming el ections, however, Democratsmay
be ableto take away the mantle of fiscal responsi-
bility from Republicansif Bush’stax cutsseemtoo
large.

Onreligion, though, Democratscontinuetotrail .
Bush carried regular churchgoers 63 percent to 36
percent, whileGorecarriedthosewho never attend
church by 61 to 30 percent.

Withafew exceptions, Democratsshow fear and
hostility toward Bush’s idea of inviting church-
based organizations to offer social services, and
they oppose vouchers that would allow poor par-
entsto send their children to Catholic schools.

Democrats might be helped politically if Bush
decidesto banfederal funding of embryonic stem-
cell research, asthispositionwouldindicatehehad
cavedintoarguably extremereligiousdogmatism.

On the other hand, Democrats seem to strictly
follow adogmadictated by itsownliberal hard-lin-
ers, such asthe American Civil Liberties Union,
People for the American Way and the National
Abortionand ReproductiveRightsAction L eague.

INn2000, Goreand Democratic Housecandidates
carried only 44 percent of married voters, among
whose main concerns is the moral climate of the
country.

It could be that Democrats will get lucky, and a
bad economy will give them an advantage in up-
coming elections. But more likely, as Blueprint
declareson its cover, thekey is: “It'sthe Culture,
Stupid!”

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.
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