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State workers paralyze Argentina

ap news capsules

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

BUENOSAIRES, Argentina— In
oneof thelargest strikesinyears, state
workersparalyzed much of Argentina
inan outpouring of disgust over agov-
ernment austerity plan calling for sal-
ary cutsand pension reductions.

The strike by three of the country’s
largest labor unions was the seventh
since President Fernando De la Rua
took office 19 months ago, and wasa
rareshow of unity by Argentina spow-
erful labor movement.

In major cities and throughout the
countryside, workersbrought much of
the country to a standstill, shutting
down publictransport and officesand
leaving trash to pile up on streets.

“Thiswas the peopl€e's response to
a plan that falls most on retirees, on
familieswithfixedincomes—andwe
will not stand for it!” said Hugo
Moyano, the leader of the 2-million-
strong General Workers Confedera-
tion, whourged DelaRuatoreconsider
hisausterity plan.

Unionleaderscalledtheprotest over
government plansto slash spending by
13 percent in a move to balance the
budget by year’'send.

Therewereno reportsof injuriesor
arrestsduring the 24-hour strike.

NATIONAL

PHILADEL PHIA—Wearinghand-
cuffsand abulletproof vest, convicted
murderer IraEinhornreturnedto U.S.
soil today for thefirsttimesincehefled
20yearsagoto escapemurder charges
stemmingfromthebludgeoning death
of hisgirlfriend.

Einhorn, 61, arrived at Philadel phia
International Airport at around 4 a.m.
under armed guard, hoursafter hewas
takeninto custody at hishomeinrural
Franceand put on aflightin Paris. He
wasreturnedtotheUnited Statesafter
a European court refused to halt his
long-fought extradition.

As he came off the plane, a specta-
tor yelled“ Justicefor Holly Maddux,”
the woman whose mummified body
was found stuffed in a trunk in the
couple’s apartment 18 months after
Einhorn said shewent to the storeand
never returned.

The extradition ended two decades
of flight for Einhorn, aformer anti-war
activist, one-time mayoral candidate
and self-described “planetary en-

zyme” who wasconvicted in absentia
in 1993 in the death of Maddux 24
yearsago.

A year after Einhorn was caught in
Francein 1997, Pennsylvania passed
alaw providingfor aretrial tosatisfy a
French requirement that foreign na-
tionals not be extradited based on tri-
alsin absentia. Einhorn continued to
vigorously fight hisreturn.

SPACE CENTER, Houston — As-
tronautsat theinternational spacesta-
tiongot abreather fromhigh-techelec-
trical and plumbing dutiesearly today
as they prepared to use a new $164
million portal for thefirst time.

Space shuttle Atlantis astronauts
Michael Gernhardt and JamesRellly |1
were scheduled to start a4 1/2-hour
spacewalk fromthenew air lock early
Saturday.

“1think we' rein pretty good shape,”
flight director Paul Hill told the
station’s three-member crew and the
five astronauts aboard Atlantis.

The astronauts have spent several
daysfixing minor air and water leaks
inlinesleading to the air lock, which
the astronautsinstalled on Sunday.

Two new leakscould releaseasmall
amount of air from theair lock during
Saturday’ sspacewalk, but Hill saidthat
shouldn’t prevent the astronauts from
usingit. If theleaksbecomeaproblem,
the astronauts could still re-enter the
space station through Atlantis.

HAUPPAUGE, N.Y. — Health of-
ficials reported the first cases of the
West Nilevirusin New York City this
year after they foundtwobirdswiththe
potentially fatal disease.

Thestate Department of Health con-
firmed Thursday that the virus was
foundinalivesparrow andamosquito
pool in Queens, and inadead bluejay
in Staten Island.

In Long Island, dead crows were
found with the virus between June 29
and July 9, said Clare Bradley, the
county’s commissioner of health ser-
vices.

“Residentsshould not bealarmed by
these findings but should stay in-
formed andtakestepstodecreasetheir
risk of being bitten by mosqguitoes,”

Bradley said.

TheWest Nilevirusistransmitted by
infected mosquitoes and can cause a
range of symptoms. In the most seri-
ousbut rare cases, infection canresult
in swelling of the brain.

Thediseasehasbeenblamedfor the
deathsof ninepeopleinNew York and
New Jersey inthelast two years.

BALTIMORE— Emergency crews
used hoses fed through manholes to
pump hydrochloric acid from aleak-
ing tanker car early today as the city
continued to cope with atrain derail-
ment that | eft the city paralyzed.

Thick smokefrom afirein the tun-
nel where the train derailed spread
through downtown neighborhoodsand
several city blockswere closed above
thetunnel.

The extreme heat prevented fire-
fightersfromremoving morethansix of
the 60 train cars trapped after the train
derailed and caught fireWednesday.

The fire also damaged fiber optic
cables, dowing Internet serviceacross
the country, and forced the Baltimore
Oriolesto postpone games at nearby
Camden Yards.

Thetrain wascarrying wood, paper
and hazardous materials, including
hydrochloric acid and hydrofluoric
acid, which can burn the lungsiif in-
haled. Officials said air quality tests
Wednesday and Thursday registered
mostly steamand hydrocarbons, likely
from burning wood.

Rabert Gould, aspokesmanfor CSX
Transportation Inc., which owns the
train and tunnel, said effortsto get the
fireunder control andremoverail cars
seemed to beworking.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — White House-
backed legislation to expand the role
of religious charitiesin federal social
serviceprogramsisheadedfor the Sen-
ate, wheresupporterswant aswiftvote,
but majority Democrats show no sign
of haste.

“Theball isnow onour court. | think
wecan build onthemomentum,” GOP
Sen. Rick Santorum said Thursday
momentsafter the223-198 Housevote
on a key part of President Bush’s
agenda.

Puppy smorgasbord

On Thursday about 1:40 p.m. adump truck ran into the side of a semi-truck and trailer at the intersection
of K-27 and exit 17 off I-70. The collision ripped a hole in the side of the trailer, which was carrying dog

food, spilling the food onto K-27. No other details were available Friday.
Photo by Reaghan Smith/The Goodland Daily News

Hospital board to hearambulance proposal

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Locatinganair ambulanceservicein
Goodland will be amajor item on the
meeting agendafor the Goodland Re-
gional Medical Center board, which
will meet at 6:30 p.m., Monday.

Therearetwo activeproposalswith
one from Eagle Med of Wichita, and
Air Evacof West Plains, Mo. Theboard
heardfromAir EvacinJune, and Mon-
day will hear aformal proposal from
EagleMed. Theboardhad aninformal
presentationfrom EagleMed at Sugar
Hills Country Club in May with the
Sherman County Commissioners.

Both proposalsarefor anair ambu-
lance plane to be located in either
Goodland or Colby, but the Air Evac
proposal was to bring in staff to man
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“The Shipping Clerks Office.”

theairplanewhile EagleMed hassaid
they would hirestaff fromthehospital
to help man the plane. Eagle Med has
said they would bring staff to operate
the plane to give the hospital timeto
recruit or train the necessary people.

Both companies have been in con-
tact and madepresentationsto Citizens
Medical Center in Colby.

Thetwo have asked for spaceat the
airport, and aplacefor their crew.

A summary of the study of the op-
erations of the doctor clinic operat-
ing asRural Health Ventureswill be
presented by representatives of the
consulting firm of Via Chritsi of
Wichita.

The board had agreed to have the
consultantsexaminetheoperationsof
thedoctor clinic, theeast portion of the

Goodland hospital, andtogiverecom-
mendationstoimprovetheserviceand
bring it to amore profitable position.

Jay Jolly, hospital administrator, will
update the board on the status of the
new mammography machine. When
theolder mammography machinewas
determined to beout of compliancethe
board authorized purchase of a hew
machinein May.

While the machine has arrived, the
new machinehasnot been putinto use
due to some technical concerns be-
tween the supplier and theinspectors.

Jolly will aso update the board on
therecent survey of the hospital 1abo-
ratory and physician recruitment.

The board will review the June fi-
nancial report and set thedatefor their
August meeting.
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