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Pitcher confused by ejection

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) —
attle pitchershit two Kansas City bat-
tersand got awarning.

Then Kansas City’s pitcher came
closeto hitting Seattle’s| chiro Suzuki
with one out left in the game and was
ejected.

“I’'m confused. I’ m totally con-
fused,” Kansas City manager Tony
Muser said. “1’m not kidding. | really
don’t understand it.”

Theegjection kept Cory Bailey from
getting hisfirst major league save. Ja-
son Grimsley came on and got Suzuki
to ground out, preserving the Royals
6-3 victory over the Mariners on
Thursday night.

Earlier,theMarinershittwoRoyals
battersand drew awarning fromhome
plate umpire Jim Joyce.

“It is disappointing,” said Bailey,
who got the Royals out of a bases-
loaded jam in the eighth by giving up
only onesingle.

“1 thought | wasgoing to get it right

there. It'skind of tough. | wasn't try-
ing to hit him. | wastrying to get him
inside.”

Joyce and Seattle manager Lou
Piniella both thought Bailey was try-
ing to hit their All-Star right fielder.

“I don’t think there's any doubt
Bailey wasthrowingat Ichiro,” Joyce
said. “I gave him the benefit of the
doubt on thefirst one. But the second
onewasright at I chiro.”

Said Piniella, “1t was obvious what
thepitcher wastryingto do. Joycehad
no choice but to gject him.”

The ninth-inning antics took the
spotlight off the second consecutive
superbly pitched game by a Royals
starter.

KrisWilsonmatched hisseasonhigh
with seven innings and outdueled
Seattle’'s Freddy Garcia, the All-Star
game winner who allowed just two
earnedrunsinhis25 previousinnings.

Inthetwo gameswiththeMariners,
the Royals' starting pitchers gave up

Ibaseball scoreboard

just onerunin 15innings.

“That’s pretty good pitching,”
Muser said. “ Thepitching' sbeengreat.
It'stoo bad we' ve wasted so much of
it by not getting any offense.”

Before the ninth-inning events,
Carlos Beltran tripled and hit one of
KansasCity’sfivedoublesastheRoy-
alshanded Garciahissecondlossin 13
decisions.

Garciawent four innings, hisshort-
est outing since going 3 1/3 against
Oakland on opening day.

Theright-hander, who allowed only
two earned runsin hisprevious 25in-
nings, surrendered nine hits and
matched his season high with six
earned runs.

“1t seemed like hejust couldn’t get
away with amistake,” Piniella said.
“Hehadtheball up al night. But 11-2
— that’sapretty good run. We' |l take
another run of 11-2.”

ThreeSeattlerelieversheldtheRoy-
als scorelessfor the last five innings,

giving their bullpen 27 scoreless in-
ningsinarow.

Suzuki wasn’t saying if he thought
Bailey wastrying to hit him.

“You should ask the pitcher or the
catcher or the manager,” he said
through an interpreter. “1 really don’t
know.”

Notes: Garciawasal sochargedwith
six runsinano-decisionat Toronto on
May 12. In a contentious meeting
Thursday, supportersof acampaignto
build a new baseball stadium down-
town sparred with those who want to
spendthemoney renovating Kauffman
Stadium. Suzuki groundedintohissec-
ond double play of the season, a6-4-3
bouncer inthethird. SSSanchez made
two outstanding playsfor the Royals.
Garcia sfirst losswason June9when
hegaveupfour runsonsix hitsina6-
3lossto SanDiego. Piniellastill needs
one win to become the fourth active
manager with 700 victories with his
current club.

American League

By The Associated Press
East Division

W L Pct GB
New York 56 39 .590 —
Boston 55 40 579 1
Toronto 45 51 .469 111/2
Baltimore 41 53 436 141/2
Tampa Bay 30 66 .312 261/2

Central Division

W L Pct GB
Minnesota 58 37 .610 —
Cleveland 54 39 581 3
Chicago 46 47 495 11
Detroit 42 51 452 15
Kansas City 37 58 .389 21

West Division

W L Pct GB
Seattle 68 27 .716 —
Oakland 50 45 .526 18
Anaheim 47 48 .495 21
Texas 39 55 415 281/2

Thursday’'s Games

Anaheim 2, Tampa Bay 1

Toronto 4, Boston 3

Detroit 11, N.Y. Yankees 2

Minnesota 12, Oakland 10

Kansas City 6, Seattle 3

Cleveland 10, Chicago White Sox 3

Texas at Baltimore, ppd, hazardous con-
ditions, 1st game

Texas at Baltimore, ppd, hazardous con-
ditions, 2nd game

Friday’'s Games

Anaheim (Ortiz 7-7) at Baltimore (Towers
6-4), 5:05 p.m.

Toronto (Loaiza 5-9) at N.Y. Yankees

(Jodie 0-0), 5:05 p.m.

Detroit (Holt 6-7) at Cleveland
(Westbrook 2-1), 5:05 p.m.

Texas (Davis 4-7) at Tampa Bay (Lopez
5-11), 5:15 p.m.

Seattle (Sele 11-1) at Minnesota (Mays
11-6), 6:05 p.m.

Boston (Nomo 9-4) at Chicago White Sox
(Biddle 2-5), 6:05 p.m.

Oakland (Lidle 3-4) at Kansas City (Byrd
1-3), 6:05 p.m.

Saturday’s Games

Seattle (Pineiro 0-0) at Minnesota
(Johnson 0-0), 11:05 a.m.

Detroit (Pettyjohn 0-1) at Cleveland
(Nagy 3-3), 11:15a.m.

Boston (Ohka 2-4) at Chicago White Sox
(Baldwin 6-5), 11:15 a.m.

Texas (Bell 3-0) at Tampa Bay (Rupe 4-
8), 2:15 p.m.

Toronto (Halladay 1-2) at N.Y. Yankees
(Mussina 9-8), 2:35 p.m.

Anaheim (Rapp 3-9) at Baltimore
(Mercedes 4-10), 5:05 p.m.

Oakland (Heredia 5-7) at Kansas City
(Reichert 8-7), 6:05 p.m.

Sunday’s Games

Detroit at Cleveland, 11:05 a.m.

Toronto at N.Y. Yankees, 11:05 a.m.

Texas at Tampa Bay, 11:15a.m.

Anaheim at Baltimore, 11:35 a.m.

Seattle at Minnesota, 12:05 p.m.

Boston at Chicago White Sox, 12:05p.m.

Oakland at Kansas City, 6:05 p.m.

National League
East D|V|S|on

Falcons push No. 1
draft pick up chart

GREENVILLE, S.C. (AP) — The
Atlanta Falcons are pushing Michael
Vick up the depth chart.

TheNo. 1 pick inthe NFL draft be-
gan hisfirst training camp Thursday
with the surprising news that he's al-
ready listed as the Falcons’ backup
quarterback.

Chris Chandler remainsthe starter,
but Vick worked withthe secondteam
ahead of EricZeier and Doug Johnson.

“We've got to get Michael ready as
quick aswe can,” coach Dan Reeves
said.“ Theonly way we' regoingtoget
him ready isto get him involved.”

Zeier, the former Georgia quarter-
back who hasstarted 12 gamesinasix-
year career, was expected to comein
as the backup to Chandler. Even Vick
didn't reaizethat he'slisted asNo. 2.

“No, wehaven'ttalked aboutit,” he
said. “Asfar as| know, thingsare till
the same.”

Vick did get ataste of beingan NFL
rookie. He had to carry ateammate’'s
padsbesideshisownafter practice. He
knows he'll be called on to belt out a
tune at one of theteam dinners.

“I know a few songs,” he said.
“Maybel’ll try"WeAreTheWorld.””

Several hundred people showed up
onacloudy day at Furman University
to watch hisFalconsdebut. In atesta-
ment to hispopularity, theonly jersey
onsaleat aconcession stand abovethe
practicefieldwasNo. 7—Vick’ snum-
ber.

“I"'mtryingtokeep myself humble,”
he said after the two-hour workout.
“It’svery important that | show people
I’m no different than anyone el se.”

Of course, he is different. Reeves
aready islooking into the possibility
of keeping three quarterbacks active
for regular-season games, rather than
designating athird QB just for emer-
gency purposes.

That way, Vick would be available
for spot duty and the Falcons also
would haveamoreexperienced player
such as Zeier available for duty. Of
course, such a move would cost the
Falcons use of a potentially valuable
special teamsplayer onanalready tight
45-man roster.

“1I"m checking with the league to
makesureit’'sOK,” Reevessaid.“l’ve
never donethat before.”

Vick lookedalittleshaky inhisfirst
practice, understandabl efor a21-year-
old quarterback who played only 22
gamesat VirginiaTechbeforeentering
the NFL draft. He overthrew passes,
double-pumpedwhiletryingtopick up
open receivers and let the play clock
runout acoupleof timesbheforegetting
off the snap.

“l wasalittlerusty,” Vick said. “But
I [l get better and better every day. If |
make a mistake one day, | shouldn’t
make the same mistake the next day.

The rookie didn’'t get a chance to
show off his speed and elusiveness.
First, hemustlearn Reeves' playbook,
whichiswell-knownforitsconvoluted
terminology.

‘“He had good command in the
huddlefor ayoung guy,”” Reevessaid.
““He’'sworking very hard at it. We're
doing everything we possibly can to
expose himto asmuch aswe possibly

Thecoach did stamp out any specu-
lation heplansto useVick at other po-
sitionsto get him onthefield moreof-
ten.

“We're not going to make him a
slash-running back or aslash-widere-
ceiver,” Reevessaid. “We'regoingto
focuson him asaquarterback.”

The Falcons are coming up with a
reduced package of playsthat can be
usedexclusively by Vick, away toease
histransitiontothe NFL.

“Hecancauseadefenseal ot of prob-
lems,” Reevessaid. “ Wewant tomake
sure he’scomfortable.”

Working with the second-team of-
fense, Vick admitted he's got along
way to go before he’sready to start in
theNFL.

“I"ve got to get to the point where
I’m not thinking too much,” he said.
“It'svery fast out there, very fast. But
I’mlearning.”

The 35-year-old Chandler, who
guided Atlantato the Super Bowl just
three years ago, is clearly the No. 1
quarterback despite coming off asub-
par season. Playing behind a dismal
offensiveline, hewasbriefly demoted
to the third team as the Falcons
struggledto4-12, lastintheNFC West.

Chandler saidit’simportanttobring
Vickaongsowly andrelishedtheidea
of playing arolein hisdevelopment.

Atlanta 54 41 568 —
Philadelphia 52 43 547 2
Florida 49 47 510 51/2
New York 44 53 454 11
Montreal 42 54 438 121/2
Central Division
W L Pct GB
Chicago 55 39 .58 —
Houston 52 42 553 3
St. Louis 48 46 511 7
Milwaukee 43 51 457 12
Pittsburgh 36 58 .383 19
Cincinnati 35 60 .368 201/2
West Division
W L Pct GB
Arizona 55 40 .579 —
Los Angeles 54 42 562 11/2
San Francisco 51 45 531 41/2
San Diego 45 51 .469 101/2
Colorado 40 55 421 15
Thursday’s Games

Florida 8, N.Y. Mets 3

Atlanta 2, Cincinnati 1

Montreal 5, Philadelphia 2

Arizona 3, San Diego 0, cont. of susp.

game

San Diego 8, Arizona 4

St. Louis 4, Houston 1

Los Angeles 8, Milwaukee 6

Pittsburgh 3, Chicago Cubs 2

San Francisco 2, Colorado 1

Friday’s Games

N.Y. Mets (Reed 8-4) at Philadelphia
(Person 7-5), 5:05 p.m.

Cincinnati (Acevedo 2-1) at Florida
(Clement 5-6), 5:05 p.m.

Montreal (Thurman 4-6) at Atlanta

(Millwood 1-3), 5:35 p.m.

Chicago Cubs (Lieber 12-4) at Houston
(Redding 2-0), 6:05 p.m.

Pittsburgh (Schmidt 5-5) at St. Louis
(Hermanson 7-7), 6:10 p.m.

LosAngeles (Prokopec 6-4) at Colorado
(Bohanon 4-5), 7:05 p.m.

Milwaukee (Sheets 10-6) at San Diego
(Hitchcock 1-0), 8:05 p.m.

Arizona (Batista 5-5) at San Francisco
(Hernandez 7-11), 8:35 p.m.

Saturday’s Games

Los Angeles (Gagne 2-4) at Colorado
(Neagle 6-3), 2:05 p.m.

Arizona (Batista 5-5) at San Francisco
(Jensen 0-1), 2:05 p.m.

Montreal (Munoz 0-0) atAtlanta (Marquis
2-3),5:05 p.m.

Cincinnati (Davis 2-1) at Florida (Penny
7-3),5:05 p.m.

N.Y. Mets (Trachsel 3-10) at Philadelphia
(Wolf 5-9), 5:05 p.m.

Chicago Cubs (Tapani 8-7) at Houston
(Mlicki 1-0), 6:05 p.m.

Pittsburgh (Beimel 4-5) at St. Louis
(Smith 1-0), 6:10 p.m.

Milwaukee (Suzuki 0-2) at San Diego
(Tollberg 3-3), 8:05 p.m.

Sunday’s Games

Montreal at Atlanta, 11:05 a.m.

N.Y. Mets at Philadelphia, 11:35 a.m.

Pittsburgh at St. Louis, 12:10 p.m.

Chicago Cubs at Houston, 12:35 p.m.

Los Angeles at Colorado, 1:05 p.m.

Cincinnati at Florida, 2:05 p.m.

Arizona at San Francisco, 2:05 p.m.

Milwaukee at San Diego, 3:00 p.m.

LYTHAM ST.ANNES, England
(AP) — Colin Montgomerie punc-
tuated a triumphant opening round
of 65 with along birdie putt on the
final hole, while Tiger Woods
struggled to match par in his first
defense at the British Open.

Trying to put a history of Open
failures behind him, Montgomerie
shot a 30 on the front nine before
capping his round with a 40-foot
birdie putt before a cheering, ador-
ing crowd packed into bleachers at
the 18th hole.

The 6-under-par round wasthree
lessthan Brad Faxon and six ahead
of Woods, who found both the deep
rough andthesand at Royal Lytham
& St. Anneshbeforefinishingwitha
par 71.

David Duval aso felt good after
anopening 69that put himinacrowd
at 2-under, whilePhil Mickelsonhad
back-to-back eaglesonthefront nine
but still hadto settlefor al-under 70.

NEWROCHELLE,N.Y.(AP)—
Nancy Scranton capped a 7-under-
par 64 with a 10-foot eagle putt and
heldatwo-strokelead over Michele
Redman after the opening round of

Tiger Woods struggles
to match par at Open

the LPGA BigAppleClassic.

Redman, who won this tourna-
ment in 1997, closed with two bird-
iesfor her 66 onthehilly, tree-lined
layout.

Hee-Won Han, a rookie from
South Korea, closed her 67 with a
20-foot birdie putt on No. 9.

Kris Tschetter, Wendy Ward, Mi
HyunKim, LauraDiaz, Jenny Park-
Choi and Betsy King had 68s.

ENDICOTT,N.Y. (AP)— Seven-
teen-year-oldamateur Ty Tyronshot
a7-under 65andwastiedfor thelead
with Edward Fryatt after the first
round of the B.C. Open.

Garrett Willis, Brad Fabel, Brian
Watts, Mark Hensby and Jeff Hart
opened with 66s, and 12 players
wereat 5 under.

PHILADELPHIA (AP)
Dikembe Mutombo, the NBA's de-
fensive player of the year, signed a
four-year deal worth more than $65
millionto stay withthe Philadelphia
76ers. TheSixershadtheNBA'sbest
record, 41-14, when they acquired
Mutombo from Atlantain a six-
player deal just hours before the
trade deadline on Feb. 22.

Kickapoo Nation School
Islooking for qualified and certified peoplefor the
following: K-12 Principal, P.E.Teacher,
Special Education (ED)
Teacher Kickapoo Nation School isasmall Native American
Indian School located in Powhattan Kansas. The student
population is 95% Native American, representing up
to ten different Tribes. This gives us the proud
distinction of being the only K-12 Tribal school in Kansas.
Native American preference is given consideration. Must
be able to obtain a Kansas Certification. Experience with
BIA, Federal Programs and working with High-Scopeis
helpful but not necessary. Please send resumes,
credentials, and (3) references with the phone numbers to:

Kickapoo National School
P.O. Box 106, Powhattan, Kansas 66527
Attention: Debbie Whitebird
School Board President

A volleyball camp will be held
next week at the Max Jones Field
House in Goodland to help volley-
ball playerstoimprovetheir skills.

Two skilled coacheswill bethere
to help volleyball playersin grades
5-12 to get ready for the upcoming
volleyball season.

Jason Holt is currently the assis-
tant coachat Fort HaysStateUniver-
sity.

He has coached volleyball 11
years at high schools, clubs and
camps in Oregon, Colorado and
Kansas. He was Oregon’s coach of
theyear for 1996 and hasan overall
record asahead coach of 90-23.

Brandon Hoffman, the other

\olleyball camp
to be held here

coach for the camp, iscurrently the
15-1 head coachfor theFront Range
Volleyball club. Heis also the jun-
ior varsity head coach at Highlands
Ranch High School in Highlands
Ranch, Colo.

The camp will be from 9 am.-
noon Monday-Thursday for grades
5-8and5-8:30p.m. Monday-Thurs-
day for high school students. Ath-
letesinterested in participating can
register at the door.

There will be afee for the camp,
and athletes must have a parent or
guardian sign arelease to partici-
pate. Registration will be at Max
Jones Fieldouse on Monday morn-

ing.

Giants beat Rockies
with runs in ninth

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Jeff
Kent drew a bases-loaded walk after
Coloradoreliever JuanAcevedointen-
tionally walked Barry Bonds, and the
San Francisco Giantsrallied for two
runsin the ninth inning to beat the
Rockies 2-1 Thursday night.

TheRockieslost their fifthinarow
asAcevedo dipped to O-for-5 in save
chances.

Felipe Crespo drew atwo-out walk
from Acevedo (0-2) in the ninth and
went to second on Marvin Benard's
single. Ramon Martinez's single tied
itat 1.

After Acevedo walked Bonds, he
walked Kent on four pitchesto end it.
Acevedohasnot had asavesince1999
inSt. Louis.

Felix Rodriguez (5-1) started the
eighthinning to earn thewin.

Homerunleader Barry Bonds, who

connected twice Wednesday night be-
fore leaving the game with back
spasms, wasback intheGiants' lineup.
Hewas0-for-2 with threewalks.

Bonds remained steady at 42 home
runs this season, matching Yankee
great Mickey Mantleonthecareer list
with 563.

“I"'m still alittle sore, but nothing
likeyesterday,” he said.

BenPetrick’ sRBI singleinthesixth
off Shawn Estes gave Colorado a 1-0
lead and was the Rockies’ first runin
18 innings. Petrick scored Todd
Helton, who struck out but reached on
apassed ball.

Colorado rookie starter Shawn
Chaconallowed sevenhitsbut noruns
over seveninnings, striking out seven
and walking three.

Beforetheninth, the closest the Gi-
ants came to scoring was in the fifth.

McGwire surprised
by 566th career homer

HOUSTON (AP) Mark
McGwire didn’t think he had hit a
homerun.

“1 knew | hititgood, butit surprised
me,” hesaid. “| thought maybeif they
didn't catchit, maybel’ dget atriple.”

McGwire's three-run homer, the
566th of his career, led the St. Louis
Cardinals over the Houston Astros 4-
1 Thursday.

The 441-foot drive wasthe second-
longest at Enron Field thisyear behind
the Dodgers’ Shawn Green, who hit
one 449 feet on June 3.

The longest drive was 458 feet by
SanFrancisco’sBarry Bondslast Sept.
13.

McGwire, who missed 36 games
with right knee problems earlier this
year, camein hitting .193, but went 3-
for-7 with two home runsto increase
hisaverageto .204.

“He's dangerous,” Cardinals man-
ager Tony LaRussasaid. “He'saclutch

hitter and he's starting to feel good. |
know he's happy becausethisiswhat
hewantsto do, help theteam.”

Matt Morris(12-5) allowedfivehits
in eight innings and struck out nine.

“Just one swing of the bat from him
can make the difference any time,”
Morris said of McGwire. “He can do
somedamage. Weall know that. Hegot
agoodswing. | think he’ sstartingto get
histiming back.”

Houston is 4-4 since the All-Star
break after winning 12 of itsprevious
15. TheAstroswereamazed M cGwire
hit that pitch out.

“It’spretty toughtohit that pitch out
over the center-field wall but | guess
that’swhy hehasover 500homeruns,”
manager Larry Dierker.

Wade Miller (11-5), who allowed
four runs, four hits and four walks in
seven innings, was upset he walked
JmEdmondsjust beforetheMcGwire
homer.

fones Lanst

Let us light yvour way. "

Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch

524 E. Hwy 24 (Com)

MLS.

EQUAL HOUSING

Call Joyceto look at
any of these fine houses.

115 E. 9th » Goodland, Kansas
www.joneslandco.com ¢ (785) 899-0500
Robert Jones/owner/broker « (785) 899-6135
Joyce Boehme/residential agent « (785) 899-3548

1009 College Goodland - This home features 3 BR on the main floor, a 15.8
x 23.3 family room, large eat-in kitchen , neutral carpet throughout upstairs
family room, living room and bedrooms. Property has a detached oversized 3-
car garage in back plus a 12 x 12 shed with electricity. This home is very
specious with lots of storage and a newer furnace. Call Joyce at 899-3548 or
toll free 866-899-0555 for more information.

Other finelistings:

Lots-Westmoor Acres 801 Harrison

7005 Cty. Rd.5 1528 Colorado 241 Cherry
5620 Hwy. 27 1023 Caldwell 301 Center
502 Center 1323 Caldwell 1506 Center
1311 Arcade 403 and 411 Cherry 1104 Cherry

[



