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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 8:07 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:40 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:06 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 76 degrees
+ Humidity 66 percent
+ Sky mostly sunny
+ Winds light and variable
+ Barometer 30.02 inches

and falling

* Record High 110° (1940)
* Record Low 54° (1996)

Last 24 Hours*

High 95°
Low 62°
Precipitation 1.39 inches

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Cloudy, 50 percent
chance of thunderstorms, low 65,
light wind. Tomorrow: Partly sunny,
20 percent chance of thunderstorms,
high 85, low 60.

Extended Forecast
Thursday and Friday: chance of
thunderstorms, high 80s, low 60s.
Saturday: chance of thunderstorms,
high 90s, low 60s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.69 bushel
Posted county price — $2.55
Corn — $2.00 bushel
Posted county price — $1.81
Loan deficiency payment — 18¢
Milo — $3.21 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.59 bushel
Posted county price — $4.41
Loan deficiency payment — 51¢
Millet — $5.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.30 cw.
Oil new crop — $6.95
Loan deficiency pmt. — 96¢
Confection current — no bid
Pinto beans — $16 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Bush wants
peace quickly

CAMP BONDSTEEL, Yugo-
slavia— President Bushventured
into Serbia’s recovering Kosovo
provincetoday, telling U.S. troops
he hopes to speed the day when
peace is self-sustaining here and
they can go home.

Thepresident brought adefense
spending bill passed by Congress
that includes $1.9 billion to boost
pay, benefits and health care for
Americantroops. Hesignedit be-
forehundredsof cheeringsoldiers
in green camouflagefatigues.

Bush told the troops of Camp
Bondsteel that their mission in
Kosovoisvital toblock thosewho
use religious and ethnic differ-
encesas“alicensetokill.”

“Our goal isto hasten the day
when peace is self-sustaining,
whenlocal democratically elected
authoritiescanassumefull respon-
sibility, and when NATO forces
cangohome,” Bushsaidtocheers.
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Board picks air ambulance firm

Wichita company may bring plane here in April, hire locals to run service

By Reaghan Smith

The Goodland Daily News

After reviewing their options, the Goodland
Regional Medical Center board on Monday de-
cidedtoask Eagle-Med, aWichitaair ambulance

firm, to cometo Goodland.

But, while Goodland has extended its hand,
Eagle-Med hasn't takenit yet and could still de-
cideto put the air ambulance servicein Colby.
Eagle-Med representatives, who attended the
regular meeting, said, however, that they prefer
Goodland becauseof locationand similar goals.

tientshere.

Med.

If the company decides to come here, the air
ambulance plane will arrivein April and before
that local peoplewill behiredandtrainedto oper-
ate the service. The service would mean faster
flightsout of thisarea, asair ambulancesnow have
to travel from Wichita or Denver to pick up pa-

Theboard and others, including City Manager
Ron Pickman, city Commissioner Chuck L utters
and Mayor Tom Rohr, listened to a presentation
by Don McElroy, program manager for Eagle-

Board members said they picked Eagle-Med
over AirEvac, an air ambulance company from
Missouri, because of the company’s reputation
and thefact it is established in Kansas. AirEvac
hassaiditwill not putacompetingserviceinnorth-
west Kansasif Eagle-Med decidesto come.

McElroy saidEagle-Medisanair medical trans-
port systemowned by BallardAviation. Thecom-
pany, he said, has been flying air medical trans-
portssince1981, andislicensedin Kansas, Okla-
homa, Nebraska, Texas and Col orado.

Kansas, including ones in Hays, Garden City,
Wichitaand Dodge City. Thecompany, M cElroy
said, islooking to expand into western Kansas,
dueto the need, and al so to expand their cover-
ageinto Colorado.

Eagle-Med, he said, plansto hirelocal people
to help fill the crew positions. AirEvac said it
would bring initsownworkers.

M cElroy said each planehasacrew consisting
of onepilot, Eagle-Med provided, onenurseand

Hesaid Eagle-Med currently hasfour planesin

Tips from a pro
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By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

Rick Steelsmith, a professional
bowler, spent Saturday evening at the
BowladiuminGoodlandteachinglo-
cal bowlershisskills.

Steelsmithisagood friend of Kurt
Minner, aprofessional golfer,andwas
staying with Minner and his wife
Ledlieherein Goodland.

Ledlie Minner said the two are a-
waysgivingeachother lessonsintheir
respectivesports. Thistime, however,
Steel smith, from Wichita, decided to
open hislesson to anyonewho isin-
terested inbowling.

Steel smithheld apaid workshop at
the Bowladium from 4 to 6 p.m.,
teachinglocal bowlerstheproper way
tobowl. Youngand old bowlerscame
for tips, while others cameto watch.

Thepro said starting off rightis90
percent of the battle. He told the
bowlers to imagine a string is tied
from thering finger on the hand they
holdtheball intothefoot onthesame
side of their body. The hand with the
ball and the foot on the same side of
the body should move together, he
said, in order to get thetiming right.

“If you don’t do theright things at

Tyler Anderson from Goodland practiced the bowling tips he learned Steelsmith gave lessons to anyone who wanted them.
from pro bowler Rick Steelsmith of Wichita Saturday at the Bowladium.

Professional bowler offers advice

Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

Pro bowler Rick Steelsmith from Wichita gave tips to his friend, pro golfer
Kurt Minner, Saturday at the Bowladium.

thevery beginning,” hesaid, “it'shard
todotheright thingsintheend.”
Only six partsof your body needto
move, the pro told his students: Your
feet, hipsandlegs, andyourwrist,arm
that swingswiththeball andotherarm

for balance. He said the rest of your
body should stay inastraight lineand
remain relatively motionless.
“A lot of people have never been
taught theright thingstodo,” hesaid.
Steelsmith told the bowlers their

wenttothelanestoapply Steelsmith’'s

starting positionwill changefor spare
shooting, depending on which pin
they need to hit. Hetalked to the stu-
dents about learning to control the
ball, or getting it to hook as much or
aslittle asthey want.

“That’s the main difference be-
tween amateur bowlers and profes-
sionals,” hesaid." Theguysonthetour
have areally good sense of how to
maketheball dothings— howtocon-
trol theball.”

After these lessons, the bowlers

tips. He worked with each bowler to
correct their individual quirks.

After the lessons, most of the
bowlers agreed the suggestions
hel ped, but said they knew they would
have trouble changing their way of
bowling.

“The suggestions helped,” Nancy
Kear said. “But it's going to be hard
toget usedto. Weall havebad habits.”

“1 never had anyone tell me any-
thing about how to bowl,” said Larry
Minner, Kurt'sfather. “Hegavemea
better sense of balance.”

LeslieMinner said, “I didn’t know
how out of sync | was. He really
helped mewith my balance.”

Driver of truck woman fell out of was not drunk

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily news

Officerssay theGoodland mandriv-
ing the pickup Janice Cakinsfell out
of early Sunday morning, receiving a
fatal blow to her head, had been drink-
ing, but wasn't drunk.

Sheriff Doug Whitson said officers
gave George Bauman, who most call
“Joe,” ablood-al cohol test on Sunday
after the accident, which happened at
L am at the intersection of Countv

Road21and OldU.S. 24, east of Good-
land.

Whitson said results showed
Bauman had been drinking, but the
blood-alcohoal level in his body was
well bel ow the .81 egal limit, which of -
ficersuseto determinewhether some-
oneisdriving drunk.

Because Bauman was not legally
drunk, the sheriff said, officerslethim
go and hewill not be charged with any
crime

Whitson said acoroner investigator
inDenver, whereanair ambulancetook
Calkins after the accident, tested the
blood-al cohol level of the 34-year-old
mother of three, but the resultsare not
availableyet.

Bauman and Calkins, who both live
in Goodland, were turning east onto
OldU.S. 24from County Road 21, east
of thecity, whenthe 1991 pickup’spas-
senger door swung open and Calkins
fal out hittina her head on the pave-

ment.

Anambulancetook her tothe Good-
land Regional Medical Center, where
shewasflownto St. Anthony’sCentral
Hospital about 6 a.m.

Calkins, who left behind three chil-
dren, was pronounced brain dead on
Monday morning.

No funeral arrangements have been
made and at presstimethe family had
not contacted either funeral home in
Goodland

See HOSPITAL, Page 7

Night sky
fireball
stirs some

Emergency centers
flooded with calls

POTTSVILLE, Pa. (AP) — James
Mennig's story of what he saw in the
sky was so incredible his own mother
didn't believe him.

To him, thebright lightslooked like
aplaneengulfedinflames.

But authorities said it was likely &
meteor shower or a different type of
natural phenomenon known as afire-
ball or “bolide.”

“It was about the size of that Jeep
Cherokee,” the 22-year-old Pottsville
resident said Monday evening, point-
ingto aparked vehicle.

Similar sightings were reported
throughout the Northeast, with people
fromVirginiatoNew York sayingthey
saw lightsin the sky and heard loud
noises.

“Thisisanatural event, which is
calledabolideor afireball. Itissimilar
to the shooting stars you see sporadi-
caly at night in its appearance, but as
far asthe physical natureof thisobject
isconcernedit’squitedifferent fromthe
periodic meteor showersweget,” U.S.
Naval Observatory spokesman Geoff
Chester said.

“Thisisarandom piece of rock that
happened to have the misfortune of
being in the same part of space occu-
pied by the Earth at the sametime,” he
said. “Inthisparticular case, the Earth
won.”

In Buffalo, N.Y., National Weather
Serviceobserversreceived reportsof g
bright meteor in western and southern
New York state.

“We got our first call at about 6:25
p.m.,” meteorologist Dave Sage said.

“Then the callsjust started coming
in.”

InWellsboro, atowninthenorthern
Pennsylvaniamountains, Patrick Kane
wasonaporchwithfriendsabout 6:3C
p.m. when they saw a bright yellow
streak moverapidly acrossthe sky.

Kane said the bright yellow streak
was trailed by along plume of white
smoke.

L essthan aminute after thefireball
wasgone, aloud boom shook thewin-
dows, Kane said.

“Italmost soundedlikewhenyou're
at the fireworks and they send out the
onetojustkind of makenoise,” hesaid.

At McGuire Air Force Base in
Wrightstown, N.J., Airman Sharon
Carpenter was on break around 6 p.m.
intheair traffic control tower when she
looked up and saw an orange streak
north of the base.

Inlessthanasecond, thewestbound
streak was gone, and seen by no other
air traffic or radar controllersin the
tower.

“1 spent therest of thenight tryingto
prove to them that | wasn't going
crazy,” Carpenter said.

Alexander Wolszczan, anastronomy
professor at Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity, saidthat theshakingthat people
felt could have resulted from a sounc
wave produced by a meteor breaking
apart in the atmosphere.

Normally, ameteor shower isasilent
event, he said, but large meteors can
createconcussivesoundwavesor even
hit the earth.

Often, meteors are hundreds of feet
indiameter beforetherock burnsupin
the atmosphere. hesaid.



