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U.S.-based Chinese sociologist convicted of spying

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

BEIJING — In a case closely
watched by Washington, aU.S.-based
Chinese sociol ogist was convicted to-
day of spyingand sentencedto 10years
in prison, her defense lawyer said.

Gao Zhan's conviction cast a pall
over avisit by U.S. Secretary of State
Colin Powell dueto begin Saturday.

Gao, 39, wasconvicted of helpinga
Chinese-born American businesspro-
fessor, Li Shaomin, whowasconvicted
July 14 of spying for Taiwan. Her law-
yers said she denied spying and de-
scribedtheir contactsasnormal schol-
arly exchanges.

Gaoimmediately applied for medi-
cal parole, said her lawyer, Bai Xue-
biao. He previously said she suffers
from heart ailments.

Gao'slawyershavesaidshegavelLi
photocopied book and magazine ar-
ticles about Taiwan and its relations
with China. They said Gao knew some
were not meant for widespread distri-
bution, but said she had no reason to
know they were secret.

Bai saidthesentenceimposed by the
Beijing No. 1 Intermediate People's
Court wasmore severethan expected.
Asked about Gao’s reaction, he said
shewas" depressed.”

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka— Separat-
ist rebels firing guns and mortars at-
tacked the airport and air force base
today, closing Sri Lanka's only inter-
national air link on the anniversary of
1983 riots seen asthe start of thecivil
war.

After six hours of explosions, auto-
matic weapons fire and pistol shots,
policesaidall theguerrillasweredead,
and three had blown themselves up.
Thirteen military and passenger air-
craft were destroyed or damaged.
Black smokefromafuel tanker explo-
sion enveloped the terminal .

M ost passengers and workerswere
evacuated to nearby hotels, said offi-
cialsat theairport’sofficein the capi-
tal, Colombo, 18 milesto the south.

Nineguerrillasandfivemilitary men
werekilled, while12troops, aRussian
flight engineer for Sri LankanAirlines
and a Sri Lankan journalist were
wounded, said military spokesman
Sanath Karunaratne.

ap news capsules

Today'spre-dawnattack wasthelat-
est assault inthe 18-year war between
government forcesand the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, fighting for a
separatestatefor minority Tamilsinthe
northeast of the island off India's
southerntip.

NATIONAL

SPACE CENTER, Houston — A
storm system with rain and thick
clouds moved in on space shuttle
Atlantis’ preferred landing sitein
Florida early today, forcing NASA to
postponeitsreturnto Earth.

Flight controllerssaidthey wouldtry
again tonight to bring the five astro-
nautsback homefromtheir missionto
install anew portal for spacewalkersat
theinternational space station.

Theshuttle, whichlifted off July 12,
has enough fuel to remainin orbit un-
til early Friday.

Weather forecastsweremorefavor-
able for landing late today at the
Kennedy Space Center in Cape Cana-
veral, Fla., so flight director Wayne
Hale did not alert NASA'’s backup
landing sitesin California and New
Mexicoto beready.

Atlantis astronautsspenteight days
at spacestationAlpha, workinginside
and out to set up the $164 million air
lock they delivered.

JACKSON, Miss.— ItwasEudora
Welty’seyesthat writer Toni Morrison
most vividly recalled when the two
authors met decades ago.

“Shehadtheselittleround, piercing
eyesthat kept movinginher head. She
saw everything,” Morrison said Mon-
day. “What amazed mewashow com-
fortable everybody was under her
gaze.”

Through Welty’s eyes, the South
cametolifeinsuchbooksas" ThePon-
derHeart,” “LosingBattles’ and“ The
Optimist’s Daughter,” for which she
won the Pulitzer Prizein 1973.

Morrison joined achorus of admir-
ersinpayingtributetoWelty, whodied
Monday at Baptist Medical Center af -
ter battling pneumonia. Shewas 92.

Welty’sworksinclude“ DeltaWed-
ding” in 1946 and “Losing Battles” in
1971. “The Ponder Heart” and “The

Raobber Bridegroom” were made into
Broadway plays.

Welty was born on April 13, 1909,
in Jackson, where she lived most her
life. Sheattended Mississippi Univer-
sity for Women, | ater graduating from
theUniversity of Wisconsinanddoing
postgraduate work at Columbia Uni-
versity in New York.

Early inher career, Welty workedfor
newspapers and radio stations and
served aspublicity agent for President
Franklin Roosevelt’'sWorks Progress
Administration. Welty never married.

BALTIMORE — Nearly aweek af -
ter atrain derailment and firein a
downtown tunnel paralyzed the city,
inspectors cleared the way for the re-
opening of the damaged passageway.

“This city’s back in business,”
Mayor Martin O’ Malley declared
Monday night following a four-hour
examination of the tunnel by federal,
state and city inspectors, along with
engineersfrom CSX, therail company

that ownsthetunnel.

A 60-car freighttrainderailedinthe
tunnel last Wednesday. A subsequent
fireandacid spill haltedtrafficintothe
city, ruptured awater mainand forced
the postponement of three Baltimore
Oriolesgames.

The last charred, smoking boxcar
was removed Monday morning. The
National Transportation Safety Board
iscontinuingtoinvestigatethederail-
ment. CSX planned to run atest train
through the tunnel today.

After the inspection, O’ Malley or-
dered several roadsrunning abovethe
tunnel reopened, except for an inter-
section that collapsed because of the
water-main break. The road closings
have created downtown traffic jams.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Washington
police arefrustrated by the silence of
some of Chandra Levy’s neighbors,
who investigators believe could pro-
vide clues to the missing woman's
whereabouts.

A half-dozen visitsto Levy’sapart-
ment building still leave police with

“far too many people, more than a
handful,” who have yet to be inter-
viewed about her disappearance, Ex-
ecutive Assistant Police Chief Ter-
rance Gainer said.

Levy, 24, of Modesto, Calif ., hasnot
been seen since April 30, when she
canceled her membership at a Wash-
ington gym.

Rep. Gary Condit, meanwhile, has
talked to police three times, most re-
cently on July 6. And on Monday, the
spokeswoman for the California
Democrat indicated Condit would be
willing to meet with investigators
again.

InaJduly 6 interview with police,
Condit, 53and married, admittedtoan
affair with Levy, a police source has
said.

Policehavesaidthey donot consider
Condit asuspect in Levy’sdisappear-
ance, whichthey aretreating asamiss-
ing person case, not acrime.

WASHINGTON — Lawmakersare
seeking to cut outlays for the fight
against illegal narcotics in South
Americaand spendmoreonhealthand

Scorching temperatures take toll on

WICHITA (AP) — Scorching July
temperatureshavetakenaheavytoll on
Kansasfield crops, hay productionand
pastures. Rainsin theforecast for this
week may bring somerelief to someof
the state’ sbiggest crops.

Scott Staggenborg, an extension
cropspeciaistat KansasStateUniver-
sity, said rain now will not help the
Kansas corn crop.

“Mogt of it has either survived or not
survivedit,” hesaid.“Whenitgetsthislate
thereisnot abig chancefor recovery.”

OnMonday, KansasAgricultural Sta-
tistics Service said 15 percent of the
state' scorncropwasinvery poor or poor
condition. Another 31 percentwasrated
dightly better and given afair ranking.
About 45 percentwasingood condition,
and 9 percent in excellent shape.

Farmerscontinueto harvest dryland
cornforforageor silagebecauseof dry
conditions in some areas, the agency
said.

Farmer Sandy Rau said the corn at

the Rau Farms in Derby is not doing
well: “A lot of itisstarting to burn up
pretty good.”

Thecorncropwasplanted early this
spring. Theearsinoneof thevarieties
grownareso stuntedthey areonly half
their normal size, whileother varieties
aredoing only abit better, she said.

The heaviest concentration of corn
acresareinfar northeast Kansas, which
has received plenty of rain, Staggen-
borg said. Theother big corn growing
areaisin extreme southwest Kansas,
where most of thecropisirrigated.

Corn is scattered as arotation crop
elsewherein the state.

“By now most people have figured
out which of their cornisgoing to be
OK, and which they can chop up for
silage,” Staggenborg said.

Temperaturesclimbed above 100 at
all but two reporting sitesin Kansas
Sunday and a heat advisory remained
in effect Monday for central and east-
ern portions of the state. For Russell,
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it wasthe 14th day thismonth that the
temperaturereached 1000r higher, and
for Wichitait wasthe 12th.

Theheat wavewasexpectedtoeasea
bit by Tuesday, withthunderstormspos-
siblethrough Friday, forecasters said.

Rainsnow will makeabigdifference
for the state’smilo crop, Staggenborg
said.

“Even cool temperaturesinthenext
week to 10 daysisgoing to haveabig
impact onthemilocrop,” hesaid. “We
are hitting that stage when it is head-
ing. Itisgoingtostarttoflower, thatis
a sensitive stage when we determine
thefinal kernel number on the head.”

KASS rated condition of the state's
milocropthisweek asas5percent very
poor, 16 percent poor, 37 percent fair,
39 percent good and 3percent excellent.

Rainwill help keep the state’'s soy-
bean crop alive, but is not as critical
now asitwill beinanother twoor three
weekswhen the soybeansbegin flow-
ering in earnest and setting pods,

disaster relief programs as the House
movestoavoteontheforeignaidbill.

Supporters of the Andean Counter-
drug Initiative warn a reduction in
money could jeopardize seriously ef-
fortstofight drugsand bringeconomic
andpolitical stability to Colombiaand
itsneighbors.

The$15.2hillionforeignaidbill for
thefiscal year beginning Oct. 1, upfor
avotetoday, contains$676 millionfor
thecounterdruginitiative, already $55
millionunder what President Bushre-
guested.

Among several amendments ex-
pectedtobeoffered ontheAndeanini-
tiativetoday, Rep. Jim McGovern, D-
Mass., is seeking to cut $100 million
from the military aspect of theinitia-
tive, shifting the money to child sur-
vival, maternal health and tubercul o-
sisand malariaprograms.

The foreign aid bill also includes
$474 million for international AIDS
efforts, $768 million for Russia and
former states of the Soviet Union,
$2.7 billionin military and economic
aidfor Israel and $2 billionin aid for

Egypt.

fall crops

Staggenborg said.

Soybeans were ranked as 2 percent
very poor, 10 percent poor, 40 percent
fair, 42 percent good and 6 percent
excellent, KASSsaid.

Sunflowers began to flower twa
weeks ago — the only timewhen haot,
dry weather bothersthiscrop. “Being
native to the area, (sunflowers) are a
pretty hardy crop,” he said.

Their condition was rated Monday
as1 percent very poor, 5 percent poor,
27 percent fair, 59 percent good and 8
percent excellent.

Dryweather hasal socut hay produc-
tion, withabout one-thirdtohalf of the
growing season left in Kansas, said
Steve Hessman, hay market reporter
for the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture'sofficein Dodge City.

“Ithasn’t had amajor effect on prices
yet, butit surehasonattitudes. Every-
one rememberslast year how hot and
dryitwas,” hesaid.” ... They arehang-
ing onthishay pretty tight.”
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