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Western Kansas landmark
has change In appearance

QUINTER (AP) — There'sheen a
change in afamiliar western Kansas
landmark. Few noticedit at first, after
the tallest portion of Castle Rock
toppled to the ground earlier this
month.

“ldidn’texpectthattofall inmylife-
time,” said DonHarvey, whosefarmis
located about 5 1/2 milesfromtherock
formation south of Quinter. “It’sbeen
therefor thousands of years.”

Nooneisexactly surewhentherock
fell or why, but it appearsto have hap-
penedthenight of July 12, when heavy
rains and strong winds hit Gove
County.

“We've had some pretty good
winds,” said Tom Stewart, the Castle
Rock Ranch owner onwhoseland the
formationislocated. “ Andit may have
just gotten tired and decided to fall.”

Harvey saidthat 5inchesof rainfell
inaweek at hisnearby farm.

Stewart didn’t find out about the
collapse until last Thursday, a week
after it'sbelieved to have happened.

It'sdifficult to say how much of the

rock fell, but it included the tallest of
what had been two distinct spires.
Castle Rock now has three distinct
spires, although one appears to show
strong evidence of erosion and crack-
ing.

Quinter resident Ben Litfin might
have been among thefirst to makethe
discovery, thenight after thestorm.He
had relativesintown and hewantedto
show themthesights, including Castle
Rock.

As they approached the overlook
south of thespire, Litfinsaid hecould
tell that another piecehadfallenfrom
therock. He'safrequent visitor tothe
site, which he likes to show to rela-
tives and friends. He also looks for
shark’ steeth, remnantsof the prehis-
toric erawhen water covered the re-
gion.

Litfin was disappointed by hisdis-
covery, just as he had been when he
learned that the Cobra, another tower
of rock located south of Castle Rock,
had fallen before hisreturnto Quinter
nearly ayear ago.

The Cobra’s passing nearly two
years ago also went without notice,
again the victim of heavy rains and
high winds.

In the 1980s asimilar rock — dub-
bed the Sphinx becauseof itssimilari-
tiestothesphinxinEgypt—féll. Itwas
|ocated near M onument Rocksinwest-
ern Gove County.

Thethreerock formationsareland-
marks, carved out over thousands—if
not millions — of years by wind and
water erosion.

Castle Rock was exceptionally no-
table because it was a single rock
tower, located hundredsof yardsnorth
of aseriesof rock badlands.

Quinter hasheralded thelocation of
Castle Rock for years, erecting signs
noting that it isthe gateway to Castle
Rock.

The main part of debris from the
collapse measured 10 to 15 feet deep,
stretching out to the north almost 20
yards. Additional debris, much of it
fromthecaprock that rested at thetop,
stretched out another 20 yards.

Sports organization back in Kansas

OLATHE (AP)—TheNationa As-
sociation of Intercollegiate Athletics
officially opened up shop in its new
digs Monday, returning to the area it
left in 1993 when it moved to Tulsa
from Kansas City, Mo.

“We moved in unofficially last
week, but today isour first day of busi-
ness out here,” said Jim Carr, the
NAIA’s chief operating officer.

The collegiate sports organization
representing 332 smaller collegesand
universities will operate for the next
twoyearsout of officespacebeing pro-
vided free-of-charge by Honeywell
Corp. atitscomplex in suburban Kan-
sas City, near theintersection of Kan-
sas10 and Kansas7.

TheNAIA isplanning its own new
building to be located in the Cedar
Creek complex two or three miles to
the west along Kansas 10, a heavily
traveled route linking Lawrence and
the southern metro Kansas City area.

“Wehopetobreak groundinthelate
fall or early spring,” said Carr. “We're
working on our capital campaign, we
need acertainamount of money before
we start. We hope to be in the new
building 18to 24 monthsfromtoday.”

The opening of the new officeisa
homecomingfor theorganization, but
not for any of the 22 employeeswork-
ing there. Carr said his secretary had
workedintheNAIA'sKansasCity of -
fice before the moveto Tulsa, but de-
cided toretirerather than return.

Kansas City had been the home of
the NAIA’s men’s basketball tourna-
ment since 1937, when the organiza-

tioncalleditself theNational Associa
tionof Intercollegiate Basketball, and
to the NAIA itself after it moved its
headquarters from Los Angelesin
1957.

Theannouncement in 1992 that the
NAIA would pull upstakesthefollow-
ing year stunned businessand political
leaders in Kansas City, a setback fol-
lowed later by the departure of the
larger National Collegiate Athletic
Association from Overland Park, an-
other Kansas City suburb, for India-
napolis.

The NAIA tournament had been a
fixturein Kansas City for solong that
it had becomepart of thelocal culture.
ThegameswereplayedfirstatMunici-
pal Auditorium, switching later tothe
larger Kemper Arena.

Many people drawn to the tourna-
ment would pack alunch and watch
basketball from 8 am., when thefirst
gamesbeganintheearly rounds, until
thelast ball bounced around midnight.
Occasionally they’ d getto seeplayers
fromlittle-known schoolswhowent on
to make names for themselvesin pro
basketball, Dennis Rodman among
them.

But theNAIA, with peak of around
500 members in the 1970s, saw a
steady erosion of membership in the
1980sand early 1990asmoreand more
small collegesswitchedtothe NCAA
toget ashareof themoney and benefits
available because of that organiz-
ation’s billion dollar television con-
tract with CBS.

Tulsa came up with the incentives

that convincedtheNAIAtomove. And
while the Tulsa Chamber of Com-
merceandlocal businessesgot behind
the NAIA basketball tournament, it
never caught onthere. Itmovedtothree
different locations during the Tulsa
years— fromtheMabeeCenter at Oral
Roberts University to the Reynolds
Center at theUniversity of Tulsatothe
TulsaConvention Center.

Faced with the flagging attendance
for its tournament, the NAIA started
looking around again, and 19 cities,
including Tulsa, expressed interest.
Olathe, arapidly growing suburban
city of about 95,000, won out over the
other twofinalists— Fort Wayne, Ind.,
and the St. Louis suburb of O’ Fallon,
Mo.

Incentives that helped the Olathe
bid, besidesthefree office spacefrom
Honeywell, included a$1 milliondis-
count on the six-acre site for the new
headquarters and an adjacent charac-
ter development center, $1 million
over 10 yearsfrom the city through a
hotel tax increase and Chamber of
Commerce assistance for the driveto
raise capital for the project.

CarrsaidtheNAIA isstill determin-
ing exactly where next season’sDivi-
sion | men’s basketball tournament
will held“butitwill behereintheKan-
sasCity area, assumingwecan get the
final detailsworked out.”

Hesaid eventually the organization
planstoholdat |east onechampionship
eventintheareaineach season—fall,
winter and spring — “preferably in
Olathe.”

Alr ambulance service has been chosen
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one paramedic, both of whomwill be
locally hired. If there are not enough
qualified peoplein Goodland and sur-
rounding areas, he said, Eagle-Med
will provide the necessary training,
including paying half thecost of books
and tuition.

Hesaid Jeff Krall, Emergency Medi-
cal ServicesDirector of Goodland, will
help with the hiring and each prospec-
tivecrew member will undergo exten-
sivecritical careand advancedlifesup-

port training.

Eagle-Med, McElroy said, has pro-
posed aplan for implementation.

Beginning on Aug. 1, he said, the
company will advertise for paramed-
ics, nurses and emergency medical
techniciansfor paramedicclasses, with
the aircraft being moved into
GoodlandinApril 2002.

Meanwhile, hesaid, Eagle-Medwill
bereviewing equipment requirements
and interviewing and choosing quali-
fying applicants. Training of crew
members will begin Sept. 15 and be

finished by March 1, 2002, beforethe
plane getshere.

Afterthepresentation, theboarddis-
cussed and compared, Eagle-Med to
Air Evac, whose presentation they
heardlast month at their regular meet-
ing. In the end, the board decided
unanimously to go with Eagle-Med.

Pickman, city manager, said he
would give lvaBallard, Co -Owner/
Operator of Eagle-Med, the news to-
day.
Theboard set their August meeting
for the 27th.

Toy inventor plans to launch himself 35 miles

BEND, Ore. (AP) — Next summer,
BrianWalker will strap himself intothe
24-foot rocket he' sbuildingin hisback
yard, ignite 9,000 pounds of fuel and
hurl himself toward the edge of space.

At least, that'sthe plan.

If he'scal culated correctly, Earthstar
1 will run out of fuel six minutes out,
about 35 miles from the Earth’s sur-
face. The spent fuel tank will drop off
and the control capsule, with Walker
strapped inside, will coast to astop.

He'll float in space for a moment,
then activate athruster in the nose of
the capsule and prepare for descent.

As he glides back toward Earth, a
dozen Hooters girls will be waiting,
ready to shower himwith champagne.
That partisin hisdreams.

Walker, abearded 44-year-old who
never finished college, getsagleamin
hiseyewhen hetalksabout hisideaof
the perfect end to the spaceflight he's
fantasized about since watching the
Apolloflightson black-and-white TV
when hewas 8.

Heisn'ttryingtobreak any records.
Even if his homemade rocket hitsits
peak trajectory, itwon’t makeit all the
way into space, which most scientists
defineasbeginning 65 milesabovethe
Earth.

“My No. 1goal isthat | survive,” he
said. “My No. 2 goal isthat | actually
00 35 miles.”

Walker has always had a knack for
inventing things, but many of hisgad-
getswerefailures, such as atwo-per-
son recreational submarine that he
builtinFiji and ahard hat with abuilt-
in ventilation system. Until about six
yearsago, hewasbrokeandlivingwith
his parents.

Finally, histinkering began to pro-
duce something profitable — toys.
Royalties have been rolling in for
gizmos that, not surprisingly, are
space-related: lasers, ahand-held Pop
It Rocket, agyroscopeintheguiseof a
glow-in-the-dark alien spaceship.

He made enough to buy aBMW
Roadster and alog housein asubdivi-
sion outside Bend.

But something was missing.

He set to work, putting his rocket
dreamsonto paper. When expertstold
him hisplanswouldn’t work, timeand
timeagain, Wal ker took aneraser tothe
penciled blueprints. Fins on the outer
skinof therocket wereremoved, mak-
ing it more aerodynamic. Boosters
wereadded totherocket’ snoseto sta-
bilizeit asit makesits ascent.

“1’mnot supposedtoadmitthat | can
make mistakes,” Walker said. “But |
do. Andthen| moveon.”

David Engeman, a24-year-oldcom-
munity college student in Bend,
tracked Walker down after reading
abouttherocket onthelnternet. Walker

decided Engeman’s background with
wood and metal composite work
would come in handy and pays him
generously to comein several daysa
week to help out on the “Rocket
Ranch.”

“Nothing is too outlandish,”
Engeman said of Walker’srocket de-
sign. “Some of this technology has
been around sincethe’60sand’ 70s.”

The rocket is simple enough that
some expertssay it might just work.

InWalker’sbackyard“ Rocket Gar-
den” —abed of black lavarock — sits
afull-scale, black-and-whitemock-up
of therocket. Withabulbouscommand
capsulesitting atop along fuel tank, it
lookslikeit couldbefromanold Buck
Rogersmovie.

There's still plenty of work to be
done.

Walker isassembling by hand plas-
ticmoldsthat will be used to makethe
rocket’s capsule and fuel tank. He's
building a distillery behind his
warehouselike shop to refine enough
hydrogen peroxideto fuel hisflight.

He'salso constructing acentrifuge,
which will spin him to 70 mph to ac-
climate himto theforce of six Gs.

Work will soon begin on a30-foot-
longlaunchtrailer that Wal ker plansto
towinto southeastern Oregon’sAlvord
Desert, hisplanned blast-off site, next
vear.

Learning the business

Students from the VISTA summer school visited The Goodland Daily News Wednesday to learn about

the newspaper business. Editor Tom Betz conducted the tour of about 20 students.
Photo by Rachel Miscall / The Goodland Daily News

Judge to decide If convicted killer
can replace court-appointed lawyers

OLATHE (AP) — Johnson County
District Attorney Paul Morrison fears
John E. Robinson’sdecision to hirea
new lawyer could lead to asuccessful
appeal if Robinsonisconvicted of kill-
ing three women.

Morrison expressed hisconcernsat
a hearing Monday regarding Rob-
inson’s decision to hire attorney Bob
L. Thomas to replace his court-ap-
pointed attorneys from the Kansas
Death Penalty Defense Unit.

Tohandledeath penalty cases, lavyers
forthedefenseunit must meet minimum
qudificationsthat privately retainedlaw-
yersaren't required to mest.

District Judge John Anderson 111
said Robinson’sright to hire any law-
yer hewantsmay conflictwithhisright
to berepresented by alawyer with the
qualifications needed for a complex
capital case.

Anderson scheduled another hear-
ing on the matter for Friday.

Robinson, 57, of Olathe, did not
speak at Monday’s hearing. He is
chargedinKansaswith capital murder
in the deaths of two women and first-
degree murder inthe case of awoman
who disappeared in 1985. He is also
accused of threekillingsin neighbor-
ing Cass County, Mo.

Thomas, a May 2000 law school

graduate, said he hashired an investi-
gator for Robinson’scase and plansto
hirefour or five“support staff.”

Hemadeit clear to thejudgethat he
intended to be the sole lawyer in the
case.

Morrison called Thomas a “fine
young attorney” but said hewastaking
on an “overwhelming task” for any
singlelawyer, even onewith awealth
of capital-case experience.

Senator to undergo surgery

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. Pat
Roberts, R-Kan., will undergo surgery
next month to remove asection of his
colon because of diverticulosis, his
office said Monday.

Thesurgery will be performedAug.
6 at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Balti-

more. Roberts will be hospitalized
about four days, with recovery ex-
pected to take two or three weeks, the
senator’soffice said.

It said doctorshaveassured Roberts
that thesurgery will beroutineand that
the conditionisbenign.
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Recognize your Sherman County &
Goodland High School Alumni by listing
them in the Goodland Daily News alumni

gsseg'

special section.

Call Doug, Bill, or Eric,
by Friday July 27,
at (785) 899-2338 [

The 2001 Sherman County All-School
Alumni is quickly approaching. The Re-
union, August 2-5, comes only once every
five years. As a Sherman County business,
you have the opportunity to honor your lo-
cal graduates and/or target services, foods
& beverages, and merchandise to the hun-
dreds of returning alumni.

Sherman County
Alumni Association

€dson * Goodland
Kanorado * Ruleton

J

The issue will appear Thursday, August 2.
Please be gathering any alumni informa-
tion and/or pictures no later than July 27.




