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Croatian army general surrenders to U.N. to face war crimes

ap news capsules

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

ZAGREB, Croatia— A Croatian
army general flew to the Netherlands
today to surrender to the U.N. war
crimes tribunal and face charges that
he oversaw a wartime campaign that
left 70 Serb civilians dead and hun-
dreds of homesin ashes.

Gen. RahimAdemi isthefirst Croat
tofaceaccusationsstemmingfromthe
1991-95 Serbo-Croat war.

Wearing hismilitary uniform deco-
rated with medals, Ademi, his wife,
Anita, and his lawyer took a regular
CroatianAirlinesflighttoAmsterdam.
Because he decided to surrender vol-
untarily, Ademi boarded the flight
without handcuffs or apolice guard.

“1 am proud of my rolein thewar,”
hetold TheAssociated Pressbeforehe
left. “1 am not afraid of The Hague
court’s accusations — | have done
nothing wrong in the war and | will
proveit there. My conscienceiscom-
pletely clear.”

Thetribunal indicted Ademi along
with another high-ranking Croatian
officer and demanded that both sus-
pectsbehandedoverfortrial. Croatia's
pro-Western government agreed to
comply, but its decision triggered
fierce protests.

GENEVA — The United States to-
day formally announced it wasrej ect-
ingaU.N.drafttreaty designedtogive
teeth to an anti-germ warfare accord.

“In our assessment, the draft proto-
col would put national security and
confidential business information at
risk,” said U.S. chief negotiator
DonaldA. Mahley.

He said Washington still supported
the 1972 U.N. treaty banning the use
of biological weapons, and would
comeupwithnew proposalsonhow to
enforceit.

Nations have been negotiating for
seven years to come up with an ac-
cord on how to enforce the germ
warfare treaty, painstakingly work-
ing through disagreements over the
210-page document. The draft in
Genevaisintendedto createaway to
inspect sitessuspected of devel oping
biol ogi cal weaponswithout interfer-
ing with legitimate industries and
facilities.

Mahley said the United States had
concludedthat it could not support the
treaty even if amendments were
made.

NATIONAL

BALTIMORE— Federal investiga
torsareexamining acentury-old cast-
iron pipeto determinewhether thede-
railment of atrain that disrupted traf-
fic for almost aweek was caused by a
burst water main.

But city officialsinsisted, as they
have all along, that the train wreck
caused thewater mainto break. Their
datashowsasurgeinwater movement
at anearby reservoir after the derail-
ment, which officials said suggested
thewater main break followed the ac-
cident.

At issue iswhether the city or rail-
roadisresponsiblefor thedamage, the
cleanup, overtime for police and
firefighters, and business | osses.

“It’s clear that there's a lot at
stake,” said Tony White, spokesman
for Mayor Martin O’ Malley. “It's
premature to say how much, but it’s
safetosay it’sof avery large magni-
tude.”

TheNational Transportation Safety
Board reviewed city public worksde-
partment recordsto helplearnwhether
water gushing from the broken main
damaged the track in the tunnel and
caused the 60-car CSX train to derail
on June 18.

The accident caused afire and an
acid spill that brought much of thecity
to astandstill.

HUNTSVILLE, Texas — A death
rowinmatehaswonastay of execution
as part of aruling that will allow the
Texas Court of Criminal Appealsto
consider itsfirst appeal under alaw
allowing DNA testing.

Richard Kutzner, an air-condition-
ing repairman, had been scheduled to
dieby injection 6 p.m. today. The ap-
peals court issued the stay Tuesday
evening.

The case could help determine how
the DNA testinglaw shouldbeapplied
in lower courts, Rick Wetzel, the
court’sgeneral counsel, saidintoday’s
editionsof theHouston Chronicle. The

law, which went into effect April 5,
allows convicts to seek state-funded
DNA testing in an effort to exonerate
themselves.

Kutzner, 58, earned death sentences
fortwoslayings, 17 daysapart,inearly
1996.

Hewas set to die today for the sec-
ond of thosekillings, the strangling of
a 59-year-old woman working at her
real estate office in Montgomery
County, north of Houston.

With his punishment looming,
Kutzner’sattorneyswent to the Texas
Court of Criminal Appeals to appeal
their requestsfor DNA testing, denied
twice by thetrial court.

No DNA evidence was used in the
original case.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — The House
passed a $15.2 billion foreign aid
bill after a debate that centered on
the administration’s program to
eradicate drugs and bring political
stability in Colombiaand its neigh-
bors.

The House rejected several
amendments offered by lawmakers
who questioned the effectiveness of

the Andean anti-drug initiative and
contended that the $676 million al-
lotted for theinitiativewoul d be bet-
ter spent fighting theworldwide epi-
demicof AIDSand other health prob-
lems.

The foreign aid bill for the fiscal
year beginning Oct. 1 passed 381-46.
It now goesto the Senate for consid-
eration.

Thelegidationcontains$2.7 billion
inmilitary and economicassistancefor
Israel and $2 billion for Egypt. It pro-
vides$474millionfor AIDSprograms,
$425 million for reproductive health
assistance, $768 million for the states
of the former Soviet Union and $600
million for Southeast Asia and the
Balkans.

The House defeated, by 240-188,
anamendment by Rep. Barbaral ee,
D-Calif., that would have shifted
$60 million from the Andes initia-
tive and military assistance pro-
grams to an international AIDS
fund.

WASHINGTON — The FBI issit-
ting down with Rep. Gary Condit to
create aprofile of ChandraLevy asit
seeksafresh approach to cracking the
mystery surrounding the former fed-
eral intern’s disappearance three

months ago.

Lawyers for Condit, D-Calif.,
agreed Tuesday for their client to
speak with FBI profilers after anew
agent assigned to the case offered to
do it without questions from local
police, according to sourcesfamiliar
with the FBI’s contact with the con-
gressman.

The sources, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, said the session
could occur as early asthisweek, de-
pending on Condit’s schedule.

The sources said the FBI told
Condit’slawyersthey intendedto con-
duct the session without Washington
police present. City police haveinter-
viewed Condit threetimesandrecently
expressedinterestinafourthinterview
with him.

A policesourcesaid Condit, 53 and
married, saidinhisthirdinterviewwith
policethat hehad anaffair withthe24-
year-old former intern.

He has denied any rolein her dis-
appearanceand, accordingtohislead
lawyer, passed alie detector test ad-
ministered by a former FBI expert
hired by the Condit team.

WASHINGTON — Headingfor a
House floor vote, acontentiousbill
prohibiting human cloningislikely

to cause continued rancor over the
emotional issue of stem cell re-
search.

The House Judiciary Committee
approvedthehill by aparty-line18-11
vote Tuesday. GOP |eaders have saic
themeasurecould comebeforethefull
House next week. Health and Human
ServicesSecretary Tommy Thompson
said the committee should be ap-
plauded.

Democrats voiced concern that an
outright ban on human cloning would
also prohibit stem cell and other types
of research.

Republican supporters of the clon-
ing bill said they wanted to keep sci-
entists from applying the same tech-
niqueonhumansthat wasusedtoclone
Dolly thesheepin1997. They said the
bill only affects human cloning and
doesnot restrict theuseof cloningtech-
nology to produce molecules, DNA,
cells other than human embryos, tis-
sues, organs, plants or animals other
than humans.

But Republicans will have to face
divisionswithintheir ranks. TheHouse
Energy and Commerce Committeeon
Friday will consider acompeting mea-
sure, considered lessrestrictiveonre-
search efforts, written by Rep. Jim
Greenwood, R-Pa.

Atlantis returns after airlock installed on station

CAPECANAVERAL, Fla.(AP)—
Space shuttle Atlantis swooped
through the night sky and touched
down smoothly, completing its mis-
siontoinstall anew air lock for space-
walkersat theinternational space sta-
tion.

The shuttle and its five astronauts
landed on the floodlighted runway at
Kennedy Space Center late Tuesday
after aone-day delay caused by rain.

“Boy, did we have areally good
flight,” astronaut Janet Kavandi said
early Wednesday after emerging from
Atlantis.

“Itwashardwork. It wasgreat work.
It was probably the most satisfying
thingthat |’ veever done,” added James
Reilly Il,whotook partinthemission’s
three spacewalks.

The space station and itsthreeresi-

dentswere soaring high abovetheAt-
lantic when the shuttle ended its 13-
day, 5million-milejourney. Theclouds
werehighand sparseand therewasno
rainaround. Alineof showershad pre-
vented the shuttle from landing Tues-
day morning.

It was only the 18th space shuttle
touchdown in darknessin 20 years.
Infrared camerasshowedtheincoming
spaceship asaghostly whiteblur from
asfar out as70 miles.

Astronauts installing the air lock
ended upworking overtimebecauseof
airandwater leaks, ascreeching pump
and abalky valve.

NASA kept the shuttle crew at the
station an extra day because of the
problems.

After installing the new air lock on
the orbiting complex, astronauts
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passed through it for their final
spacewalk.

Shuttlecommander Steven Lindsey
praised his crew and the space station
team for working together to pull the
mission off.

“| asked them to do all kinds of
things,” Lindsey said. “I had them
working and working well past what
they should havebeen expectedtodo.”

The $164 million air lock and abil -
lion-dollar robot arm installed in the
springwill makeit easier for spacesta-
tion astronauts to perform various
tasks.

Americansliving aboardthestation
can now go out on spacewalkswhen-
ever they want wearing American
suits, rather than Russian ones.
American space suits are incompat-
ible with the space station’s Russian

systems.

The next stage of space station as-
sembly is shrouded in uncertainty as
NA SA struggleswith budget overruns
of more than $4 billion over the next
five years. In jeopardy are alifeboat
and a habitation module that would
double the number of crew members
the space station can accommodate.

“You aways haveto be focused on
thefutureandweare,” shuttleprocess-
ing director Dave King said after
Atlantislanded. “ Atthesametime, we
do need to take the time to celebrate
this. Thisisahuge success.”

Space shuttle Discovery isnext up,
with liftoff targeted for Aug. 9. The
shuttlewill drop off afresh space sta-
tion crew and bring back the twa
Americansand one Russian who have
beeninorbit since March.
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