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HANOI, Vietham AP) — Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell said
Wednesday night that several cases
involving detained U.S. scholarsin
China"“areonthewaytoresolution.”

Powell, commenting after ameet-
ing with Chinese Foreign Minister
Tang Jiaxuan, strongly hinted that
Chinawill deporttwo U.S. scholars
who were convicted Tuesday by a
Chinese court on charges of spying
for Taiwan.

He said aformal announcement
by China was expected within 24
hours.

“1 think therelationship ison the
upswing now, now that theseirrita-
tions are behind us,” Powell said,
speaking to reporters.

OnTuesday, theBushadministra-
tionreacted sharply whenaChinese
court convicted Gao Zhan and Qin
Guangguang and sentenced themto
10-year prisontermson spy charges.
Both are Chinese-born U.S. resi-
dents.

The convictions appeared to cast
apall over Powell’splanned visit to
Beijing on Saturday. But with
China sapparent decisiontoresolve
theissues, Powell said, “| know they
areanxiousto moveforward.”

Powell did not mention either Gao
or Qin by name, saying only that
several of thecaseswill beresolved
shortly.

He said he is optimistic about

Secretary of state sees resolution

Sino-American relations because
“they believe that we have aroleto
play inthe region, that they are not
trying to squeeze usout.”

Earlier Wednesday, China de-
ported a Chinese-born American
business professor, Li Shaomin, af-
ter he was convicted of spying ear-
lier thismonth.

Lileft Beijingand headedfor San
Francisco. Powell said hewasvery
pleased by theChineseactioninthat
case.

Powell ishereto attend ameeting
of leadersfrom theAsia-Pacific re-
gion. He broke away from thetalks
in midafternoon for a 30-minute
stroll around anearby lake; agaggle
of journalists struggled to keep up.
He stopped several timesto talk to
Vietnamese.

A passing Vietnameseonamotor-
bike shouted, “Hey, Colin Powell.”
Another said, “| want to come to
your country.”

Powell |eaves here Friday and
headsto South Korea. He will visit
Chinaon Saturday.

A Chinesedecisiontodeport Gao
and Qin before Saturday would im-
prove the atmosphere considerably
for Powell’smeetingswith Chinese
officialsin Beijing.

A senior U.S. official said the
United Statesisseekingtheir release
on humanitarian grounds. Of par-
ticular concernisGao, whohasheart

problems. Sheis married to a Chi-
nese-born American citizen, Xue
Donghua, and isthe mother of a5-
year old boy. Gao, 39, aprofessor at
American University in Washing-
ton, wasdetained in February.

Xue said Tuesday heisworried
most about hiswife's physical and
emotional health. “I can’t imagine
how ... sheisgoingtotakethis,” he
said after her conviction.

Qinreportedly taught at U.S. uni-
versities and worked for a U.S.
medical group in Beijing.

The senior U.S. official said the
contrast between the negative reac-
tion Tuesday and Powell’s positive
response Wednesday should not be
overstated.

Theofficial said the U.S. dismay
over the convictionsin genuine but
that theoutcomewill befavorableif
the end result istheir deportation.

Powell said it was not individual
casesthat areof thegreatest concern
but “the whole process by which
thesepeoplearedetained and put on
trial.”

L ater, as Powell was heading into
ameeting with Tang, he was asked
whether heplanned astrong message
for Tang concerning Gao and Qin.

Hesaidall issuesaffectingtherela-
tionshipwoul dbediscussed. Tangsaid
he envisioned a casual meeting that
wouldhelp preparefor amoreserious
meeting on Saturday in Beijing.

Crops welcome abundance of rain
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gustsin Sharon Springs, he said, which
peoplesaidcausedminor damage. There
wasal soareport of dime-sizedhail west
of Sherman County, Nelaimischkies
said, which may have caused damageto
cropsor property.

Lynn Hoelting, general manager of
Mueller Grainin Goodland, said farm-
ershavetold him hail has caused some
damage to fall cropsin Sherman
County, but hewasn't sureof theextent.

Hesaidtherain hasbeen beneficial,
especially to the sunflower crop.

Sunflowerstendto stop devel oping,
Hoelting said, until the plant getsthe
moisture it needs to grow. Therefore,
hesaid, dry weather cancutyields. But
thecropgot rainjustintime.

“Itwasvery, very timely rainfor the
sunflower crop,” Hoelting said, noting
that most of the plants are now in the
bud or pre-flower stage, when getting
theright amount of moistureiscrucial
to healthy development.

While some farmers south of town
need morerain, he said, amajority of
the fall crops, including sunflowers,
corn, milo and soybeans, arein fair
condition. The fall harvest usually
startsin early to mid-September.

Those farmers may get therain, as
Nelaimischkies said there is a good
chancefor morethunderstormstonight
and Thursday night. He said therain-
fall may not be quite as heavy, but
flooding is possible as the ground is
nearly saturated.

Nelaimischkies said the rain may

4-H'rs gather for tour
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and nutrition.

Nicole Hendrich, 7, showed the
apron shemadefor level | sewingand
abasket shemade. Shesaidshea sohas
aproject for cooking.

The tour led the 4-Hers north of
GoodlandtotheHolloway farm, where
Justin Holloway presented his breed-
ing heifer, Laramie, and his market
steer, Twister.

Justin also showed his goat, Spice,
and his sister Melissa's goat, Marsh-
mallow. Justin said he acquired anew
goat on Friday, July 27, which he ex-
pectsto enter aswell.

Next, thetour movedtotheReitchek
farm, where Kayler and Kali showed
their beef projectsand K ali showed her
projectsfor buymanshipandstitchery.

The group also visited the Raymer
farm to see Samantha and Derek’s
sheep and pigsand the Gausman farm
to see Chelsie and Ryan’s sheep and
pigs.

Group leader Cris Riebel said the
tour usedtobethehighlight of the4-H
project season when most of the

projectswerelivestock.

Inthepast, sheexplained, 4-H was
primarily for farmkidswho had room
for livestock at home. At that time,
Riebel said, thetour wasemphasized
more than it is now, because most of
the projects had to be viewed on the
tour.

Times have changed, though, she
said. Now, many of theyoungsterspar-
ticipate in such projects as sewing,
cooking, rocketry, handpetsand cats.

This means, she said, that many of
the projects are now small items, that
can be brought to the 4-H building to
be shown.

Some of the changes in 4-H began
becausecity kidswantedto participate,
she said. Now, there are not only dif-
ferent types of projects, Riebel said,
but sometimes 4-Hers who live in
Goodland even rent or share spaceto
have an animal. Farm kids and city
kids, she said, can participate more
equally in4-H now than in the past.

The Sunflower club has 36 mem-
bers, Riebel said, noting that thereare
six 4-H clubs in Sherman County,
which al havetours.

June unemployment is up

TOPEKA (AP) — The Kansas un-
employment rate jumped in June, but
thestateexpected theincreasebecause
of anannual influx of studentsintothe
job market.

The Department of Human Re-
sources reported Tuesday that the un-
employment rate last month was 3.9
percent, up from 3.5 percent in May.

Bill Layes, thedepartment’schief of
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labor marketinformation, saidthat stu-
dents flood the job market after high
school and college classes let out for
the summer.

L ayesnotedthat unemployment has
increased in Junefor every year since
at least 1976.

Thedepartment countspeopleasun-
employedif they areavailablefor work,
looking actively, but can’t find jobs.

stop this weekend as a high pressure
ridge builds over the High Plains and
the cold front moves out. He said hu-
midity may drop, but temperatureswill
remain in the mid-80sto mid-90s.

Bush begins European trip
In London as tourist

LONDON (AP) — FromVIPtours
of Londonsightstoluncheon cocktails
with the queen, President Bush was
easing into his latest European trip
without shying fromthepolicy differ-
ences that separate him from U.S. al-
lies.

“lwill just tell peoplewhat | think,”
the president said about the six-day
tour’s centerpiece, asummit of world
powersthat begins Friday in Italy.

“Some will likeit, and some won't
likeit. Butthey alwaysknow that | will
bewillingtolisten.”

But beforeBush sitsdownin Genoa
totalk through missiledefense, global
warming, global economic woes and
other thorny issues with skeptical
Group of Eightleaders, heand hisfam-
ily were getting in some tourism.

Bush, whoselastvisittoL ondonwas
for abusiness networking conference
in 1990, arrived late today with wife
Laura and 19-year-old daughter Bar-
barato bunk at the U.S. ambassador’s
gatedresidencein Regent’sPark, once
ahunting ground for King Henry V11.

On Thursday, the Bushes were get-
ting a private tour of the British Mu-
seum, whose treasures include the
RosettaStone, thediscovery that ledto
thetrand ation of Egyptianhieroglyph-
ics. The president and first lady plan-
ned to repay themuseum’ shospitality
by participatinginaspecial session of
itsregular story hour programsfor |o-
cal children.

After another VIPtour of the once-
secret underground war rooms, where
Winston Churchill plotted World War
Il strategy, the Bushes were being
treated to the ultimate London tourist
opportunity: cocktails and lunch at
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Buckingham Palacewith QueenEliza-
beth 11 and her husband, PrincePhilip.

Thebusinesssidecomeslater Thurs-
day, when Bush meets Tony Blair at
Cheguers, theBritishprimeminister’'s
country estate outside London, and
takes questions at anews conference.

Bush said before leaving Washing-
ton heexpected Blair to serveasclose
partner in persuading other leaders at
the summit Mediterranean port of
Genoato hel p devel oping nationswith
grantsand freetrade.

Blair, for hispart, told reportersbe-
foreBush'sarrival that heseeshimsel f
asthe oneto “build bridges of under-
standing” between the Bush adminis-
tration and Europe.

Blair spokesman Godric Smithsaid
thetwo | eaderswould discuss, among
other issues, Bush’'splanfor amissile
defensesystemand hisrejection of the
Kyoto protocol on climate change,
which Britainsupports, alongwiththe
European Union.

“1 don’t think there's any point in
pretending that we have agreement on
the issue,” Smith said. “The prime
minister will underline once again to
President Bushthat for theU.K. andthe
E.U., thisisasignificant issue.”

In an interview Tuesday that was
released today by the White House,
Bushsaid hehastriedtoexplaintoal-
liesthat theKyoto pact woul d have set
emissionsreduction standardsthat the
United States “was unable to with-
stand.” Hesaid hewould again seek to
assurethemthat the United Stateswill
develop aresponsiblealternative.

“Some |leaders were more sympa-
thetic than others, | must confess,”
Bushsaid. “Nevertheless, | dobelieve

that people appreciated the frank as-
sessment. And | believethey’ regoing
to appreciate the strategy that we lay
out over timeto help meet the needs.”

Meanwhile, U.S. officials looking
ahead to the Italy summit said they
expected developing nations to join
with the United States in accepting
genetically modified crops. Europe
doesnot approvethecrops, but Ameri-
cans argue that the technol ogy would
boost production, particularly infood-
starved poorer countries.

When Bush made his first trip to
Europe as president in June — atrip
that he called “an icebreaker” with
counterpartswhostartedwithamisim-
pressionof him— hisitinerary isol ated
him from everyday Europeans.

He stuck to tightly controlled sum-
mits of NATO and the European
Union, withbut oneoutingtoaBelgian
chocolateshop. Onthistrip, heappears
determined to break out a bit more,
withthemuseum storytelling andtour-
ist stops here plus a tour of Rome’s
coliseum on Sunday.

Not that he's devel oped a sudden
fondnessfor crowds, or the protesters
that nowadays shadow world-leader
summits.

Beforeleaving Washington, hetold
foreign journalists that one of the
things heliked about an April summit
in Canada was that tight security had
completely sanitized the place due to
protesters.“ | got to see Quebec City in
kind of anear-empty state, which was
beautiful,” Bush said.

The Bushes' other twin daughter,
Jenna, skippedthistripinorder tostay
home for asummer job, a spokesman
said.
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