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commentary

from other pens...

Toxic problem lingers
In former South Vietnam

By George Gedda

Assoclated Press Writer

HANOI, Vietnam—Thingshavegonewell for theUnited Statesand
Vietnaminrecent years, but problemslurk just bel ow thesurface—in
many areas, just few inches below ground.

Inpartsof theformer South Vietnam, researchershavefoundthelev-
esof dioxin, ahighly toxic substance, to be present at a depth of 10
centimeters, just over four inches.

It'stheresidueof theU.S. military’ smassivedefoliation of Vietnam-
esejunglesduring the Vietham war.

Theissueisbeing aired in discussionsthisweek between Vietnam-
eseofficialsand America sprominent Vietnam veteran, Colin Powell.

Heismaking hisfirst visit here since he came asan Army major in
1968, theheight of theVietham War. Mayhemisnot on Powel I’ sagenda
thistime. Heiscoming in friendship, as secretary of state.

Thelingering herbicides, most notably Agent Orange, were sprayed
over largeswathsof theterritory of theformer SouthVietnam. Thegoa
wastokill vegetationthat might conceal or feed communist rebel sfrom
the south or alied troops from what was then North Vietnam.

AstheVietnameseseeit, theherbicideshaveledto aproliferation of
birth defects, miscarriagesand other complicationsamong the people.

They seean obvious connection because, they say, themaladiesare
most prevalent in areas where the spraying took place.

Powell is not ready to concede the point. Asked about effects of the
herbi cides, Powell said Monday whilecrossingthePacificconclusions
canbedrawnonly if ajoint scientific inquiry examinesthe question.

Powell’ sunits, asheacknowledges, sprayed someof theherbicides.

Hewrotethat the destruction of cropsmay seem chilling today. But,
he said, “ Asayoung officer, | had been conditioned to believein the
wisdom of my superiors, and to obey.”

Hesaidthepolicy seemedtomakesensebecausetheViet Cong guer-
rillasweresupported by theNorthVietnamesewho, inturn, werebacked
by Beijingand M oscow —“both mortal enemiesintheglobal struggle
between freedom and communism.”

Vietnamwon thewar butismore of apartner withitsneighborsthan
an on-the-march communist menace these days. Capitalist countries
arerepresented herein abundance— Japan, South Korea, not to men-
tion the Powell-led United States, the erstwhile No. 1 enemy.

But the herbi cide problemwon’t go away. SuccessiveAmerican ad-
ministrationsvirtually ignored theissue until Vietnam agreed in 1995
todrop itsdemand for war reparations.

Withreparationsno longer clouding U.S.-Vietnameserel ations, the
United Statesismore amenableto joint scientific research.

And, indeed, the U.S. Embassy said this month the two countries
reached anagreement towork together to study possi bl eeffectsof Agent
Orange and other herbicides.

Many American servicemen are believed to have been harmed by
exposureto the herbicides. For 20 years, what is now the Department
of VeteransAffairshas offered medical careto Vietnam veteranswith
health problemsthat may haveresulted from herbicideuseinVietnam.
The VA estimates that 2.6 million U.S. personnel served within the
borders of South Vietnam and in adjacent waters during the war.

TheViethamVeteransof Americastrongly supportsresearchintothe
impact of herbicide useinVietnam. Rick Weidman, V VA’ sdirector of
government rel ations, wonderswhether herbicide-related ailmentscan
be passed on to ensuing generations.

“Vietnam veterans are concerned about our children and children’s
children,” hesays.

And, he says, since Vietnamese tend to marry younger than Ameri-
cans, answersabout the generational impact should beavailablemore
quickly inVietnam than in the United States.

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
the Associated Press since 1968.
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Peace In the Middle East takes three words

What are 600 livesworth?What arethreewords
worth? Numbersinand of themselvesseemtolack
any meaning. | think it's easier to put numbersin
context. We use numbers as adjectives, to describe
things. For example: $600 dollars, 600 books, 600
yearsand 600 deaths.

The continued upheaval in the Middle East be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians, gives the number
600 apersonality of itsown— 600 yearsor moreof
violence between Arabs and Jews, more than 600
peoplekilled in this conflict just since anew holy
war was declared by Palestinian groupsamost 12
months ago.

The question the Bush Administration, and past
administrations, are afraid to ask and honestly an-
swer is: Can there ever be aredl, lasting peace be-
tween Arabs and Jews in the Middle East? The
United Statesgovernmentisafraidtoacknowledge
thecold, hard truth that peaceintheMiddle Eastis
highly improbable, if notimpossible. Six hundred
words are not needed to solve theArab and Jewish
conflict that haskilled far more than 600 peoplein
thelast 600 days. Only threewordsareneeded, “ We
want peace.”

But in 600 years no lasting peace has been
achieved, anditisnot possiblein threewords, 600
words, or 600 millionwords. Peaceisnot possible,
andwill not happeninmy lifetimeif | liveto be 600
yearsold. Theonly thingwecandoasAmericansis
try to decrease the amount of violence— we have
no power to stop theviolence. We are powerlessto
stop the violence just asthe Arabs and Jewsin the
Middle East are powerlessto stopit. All they need
isthreewords.

The United Stateshasno planto alter the current
situation in any meaningful way. It isthe same old
song and dancethat hasbeen goingonfor centuries
inthisregion of theworld.

“Sevendaysof quiet,” iswhat Secretary of State
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ColinPowell saidwill show that both sidesareready
for peace. Thistest period of calm wasbrokered by
Powell last week as a starting point for aU.S. led
truce-to-peacemaking plan. According to the truce
plan, the seven daysof quiet areto befollowed by a
six-week cooling off period.

Theproblemwiththissimplisticthinkingiswhen
was the last time this happened? In total, that is49
days of peace and quiet in aregion that hasn't seen
that much silence in 600 years. The United States
helped organize the Mitchell Commission led by
former Senate Mgjority L eader George J. Mitchell.
Theproposa smadeby thiscommissionareintended
to help restore security by stopping the new
"infintada” — holy war — and prevent the conflict
from spreading by trying to lower tensions; the
United States is pushing a policy of patience, not
peace.

TheU.S. isdefinitely moreinterestedin regional
stability thaninactually advancingapolicy of peace
that hasbeen proven over thecourseof history tobe
destined for failure, regardless the conditions set
forth in any peace treaty. The laws of naturein the
MiddleEast aredifferent thanthelawsof naturehere
inAmerica. So any American attempt to sell their
current policy asa“ peace” planisacompletefraud.

| hope the Bush administration hasfinally come
totherealizationthe Middl e East peace processisa
minefield that has no map. The United States can-
not solve the cultural problemsin the Middle East
that breed violence between Jewsand Arabs. Itisa
battle no onewill ever win.

The current administration’s simplistic view of
worldeventsisevidentinthefact that they apparently
believe the Mitchell Commission has the plan to
achieve “patience” in the Middle East, they cannot
believe this commission can achieve peace. Ques-
tion: How many “commissions’ havebeen organized
inthelast 600 yearstoachieveapeaceinthisregion?
How many have been successful in achieving this
peace?

From my perspective, if the parties involved are
still bound and determined to destroy theother, even
after elongated “ processesfor peace,” then we must
render a verdict these previous commissions have
failed.

Why does the administration believe the Uniteo
Statescan solveaconflict that haslasted for hundreds
of years, aconflict wherethe two sides cannot even
agree when a*“ seven day quiet” period is supposed
tostart? How difficultisittosay that they want peace”
Why doesn’t the“ quiet time” start now, today?

But no quiet timeisinthe cards. Both the I sraglis
and Pal estinianshavehammered their supportersintc
cookie cutters, hammered their enemies into rocks
andteasedtheUnited Statesintothinkingwecansave
theworld. No peace process can even begin until
quiet period has occurred. Besides not even agree-
ing on when they’ re not supposed to try to kill each
other, bothsideshavetoomuchtoloseif actual peace
isachieved. A quiet period violation isaperfect ex-
cusefor self-defense. Thisisaperfect excuseto con-
tinuetheviolence.

The obstacles to peace are the same as have beer
present for centuries, thestepsto overcomethemare
the same, and once again an American Administra:
tionthinksthey havetheanswer. Soundslikedejavu
all over again. Neither side really wants peace, sc
neither sidegetsit, and the United Statesisaconve-
nient pawn used by both sidesto give theillusion
peace could be at hand.

Real men get heavy

| was stuck in highway traffic the other day,
which gave me time to watch the road construc-
tion. They had mentheredriving hugeequipment:
earthmovers, graders, steamrollers—youget the
idea. | couldn’thelpbeingenvious. Thesearemen
incompletecontrol of their environment. They sit
ontopof a1,000-horsepower machineand change
theworld. A hill here, avalley there. Andinaway,
everytimethey buildaroad, they’ retellingtherest
of uswhereto go. And weall bow down to them.
All of the CEOsintheir airlinelimossit and wait
whiletheseguysstoptraffictoturnaround. These
men are the real movers and shakers. Hollywood
showsusimagesof what they think theideal man
should be: big musclesand an automatic weapon,
creating havoc and carnagein hisquest for peace,
justiceand theAmericanway. Tome, thereal man
hasabeer gut and operatesapi eceof heavy equip-
ment. Infact, theideal manisalot likeheavy ma-
chinery: big, powerful, loud, and generally inthe
way.

RECYCLING FAILURE

| don't have any proof to support what I’ m say-
ing here. It'sjust ahunch. | think that every timea
chemical company comes up with aproduct that
doesn’'twork, rather than accept thefinancial loss,
they turnitintoabreakfast cereal or asportsdrink.
Ifit’sinsolubleinwater or any knownliquid, itends
up inabowl with 8 ounces of milk. If it doesdis-
solve in something, they make it red or green or
blueand put afancy nippleonthetop. Whenyou're
inagrocery store and you see anew cereal made
inthe shape of sugarcoated nuclear weapons, or a
new sports drink that comes in a robot-shaped
bottle, there’ sapretty good chancethat something
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went horribly wrongdownat thelab. Andthecom-
pany knowsthereisminimal risk. The nutritional
claimsthey makefor thecereal areall basedonthe
milkit’sfloatingin, and anyonewho buysasports
drinkisprobably healthy enoughtosurviveit. Like
| say, it’sjust ahunch.

MIDLIFE ZEN

Inanefforttomaintain, or at | east prolong, your
sanity, try this series of repetitive exercises de-
signed specifically for themidlifemale:

— Stareat thecloudsasif you know something.

— Sitaoneinthebackyard.

— Nevertakeyour wallet whenyou' regoingto
be around young women with cleavage.

— Takeanhour aday tolet your mind go blank.
Some of youwill be ableto go longer.

— Whenyou'reinthebathroom, don’t do any-
thinginahurry.

— Hug your wifeat least four timesaday. It'll
confusethe hell out of her.

WHAT DID SHE SAY?

Have you ever wondered what the women say
about us behind our backs? You know they talk
about us because wetalk about them. Maybeyou
think you' dliketobeafly onthewall and hear what
she saysabout you, but I’ m advising against it. If
she saysonly nicethingsabout you, youwill feel
obligated to live up to the compliments, and that
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will ruinyour life. If shesaysonly bad thingsabout
you, you' |l start sleeping with oneeyeopen. If, on
theother hand, shetellsthetruth—well, youknow
you don’t want to hear that. No, the best thing istc
just treat her private conversations as harmless
steam escape valvesthat keep your marriagefrom
blowing a gasket. The best relationships are built
ontrust, respect and ignorance.

QUOTEOFTHEDAY:“Itisahistorical fact that
most warsare started by men without wives. Mar-
ried men are smarter. They know they can't win.”
— Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSand in
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author of
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talks
Cars: ALove Sory.”
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