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State lawmaker and city officials visit businesses on CherryAve

CONSTRUCTION, from Page 1

ening the street and removing the old
wye.

ConstructionontheviaductonK-27
includes the installation of new con-
creteapproach slabstothebridge, will
provideabetter basefor theroadanda
smoother transition from the road to
the bridge. Pickman said they aretwo
separate projects — K-27 is a state
project and Cherry isacity project —
but the state hasthe authority to make
decisionsfor both projectsbecauseit’s
paying for both.

Pickman said the city and state
agreed that Cherry and the viaduct
would not be closed at the sametime,
but it happened anyway.

“Therewasamiscommunication at
the KansasDepartment of Transporta-
tion,” he said, “but Chriss McDiffett,
district engineer from Norton, hasas-
sured meheisawareof what happened,
hasspokentothoseresponsibleandhas
taken steps to prevent this from hap-
pening again inthefuture.”

McDiffett admitted better commu-
nication could haveeasedthestrainon
businesses.

“Running the Cherry Street project
isuptothecity of Goodland,” hesaid.
“We only oversee it because federal
funds are involved. We are trying to
work withthemonthat asajoint effort,
but our communication with them
could have been better.”

Morrison and Pickman emphasized
the need for businesses and driversto
focusonthepositive. They pointed out
the end result of these projects will
benefit the city and the business own-

erson Cherry.

“Goodland needs to have beautiful
entrances to the city,” Morrison said.
“These projects will accomplish that
and will benefit everyone in the long
run.”

The city manager said he wants
peopletobeawarethat theprojectswill
not be finished before the alumni re-
union, which takes place Friday-Sun-
day,Aug. 3-5.August 13istheearliest
possibledatefor completion of thevia-
duct, hesaid, andthe Cherry projectis
not likely to befinished beforeAugust
22. But, he said, the city istrying to
work around the projects to make the
best of the situation.

“Thecity isworkingwiththe Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Convention
and Visitors' Bureau,” hesaid, “to put
mapsand brochuresinthemotel rooms
tohelpthoseattending thereunionfind
their way around and be aware of ac-
tivitiesthat aretaking place.”

Morrisonsaidthecity planstoput up
moresignstomakethealternateroutes
tobusinesseson Cherry moreclear. He
said he's received numerous e-mail
messages saying there aren’t enough
detour signs, and the ones they have
aren't clear.

Rich Miller, co-owner of Grass
Roots, said the representatives didn’t
talk to him, but he heard Representa-
tive Morrison’s comments on the ra-
dio.

“It wasn't helpful to hear it was a
communication error,” he said, “and
that thereisnothing we can do.”

Hesaid hefeelseveryonein charge
of theprojectsshould havetried harder
to do things right in the beginning to
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A construction worker smoothed the fly ash that was laid for the base of
Cherry Ave. Wednesday morning. Ritchie Paving, a construction com-

avoid the problems.

“It isimperative we do thingsright
inthefirst place,” hesaid. “ Therest of
us have to pay the price when we do
something wrong.”

Hesaid salesaredown 70-75 percent
asaresult of the street closings.

“Thisis ahigh price to pay for
progress,” hesaid. “But maybeit will

Police want second polygraph

CONDIT, from Page 1

detectives interviewed Colvert for
morethan an hour latelast week about
the questions he chose and his assess-
ment of Condit’s credibility.

Since that interview, local police
havepressedfor another interview and
polygraph, while FBI agents have en-
listed Condit’s help in creating apro-
file of Levy that could help identify
others who might have harmed her or

places she might have gone when she
disappeared.

AbbeLowell, Condit’sattorney, said
earlier thismonth that Condit took the
polygraph and answered “no” tothree
guestions:

—Did the congressman have any-
thingat all todowith Levy’sdisappear-
ance?

—Did he harm her or cause anyone
elseto harm her inany way?

—Does he know where she can be

located?

Thequestionabout visitsto hisapart-
ment wasthe only other question onthe
test about Levy, the sources said. The
other six questions, thesourcessaid, in-
volved moregenericissuesdesigned to
providethe polygrapher with abaseline
to determine Condit’scredibility.

The polygrapher didn’t ask any
questionsabout Californiaflight atten-
dant Anne Marie Smith, who alleges
she had an affair with Condit.

beworthit.”

Dean Terry, manager of Dollar Gen-
eral, said hefelt the meeting was pro-
ductive and he was impressed Mor-
rison responded so quickly to hiscon-
cerns. But, he added, he’s still not
happy with the closing of Cherry.

Terry said he personally e-mailed
Morrison about the losses Goodland
businesses have suffered asaresult of
the closing of Cherry.

“1 wassurprised Morrisonwasover
herethisquick,” Terry said.“Hereally
cares about northwest Kansas.”

Terry said the state representative
promised himmoresignstotell people
howtogettoDollar General and Pizza
Hut, which drivers can only get to by
driving across Dollar’s parking lot.
Thestoremanager isupset that present
signsarenot specificenoughandhopes
the new signswill fix the problem.

Terry said one sign is posted by
McB’sMotor and Radiator Repair and
simply tells travelers to go to 19th
Street and Eustis. Thisisaproblem, the
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manager said, becausemost peopledo
not know where Eustisis.

“l livein Goodland and | didn’t
know where it was,” he said, “until |
was blocked in at the store and had to
find my way out.”

Asforthelossof sales, Terry said, it
till angershim.

“Wearenot talking about 10sor 20s
of dollars,” he said, “ but thousands of
dollarslost, and | still haveto pay my
utilities. If it was a few hundred lost
hereand there, | could livewithit.”

Sherrie Rutherford, assistant man-
ager at Pizza Hut, said Morrison and
thecity officialswho visited her were
very interestedinthesituation, but not
very helpful. Theroad is still closed,
she said, and the only thing that will
really helpistofinishthework faster.

“Itwouldhelp,” Rutherfordsaid, “if
the crew worked six or seven days a
week instead of five until theroad is
opened to the businesses.”

McDiffett said the Department of
Transportation is trying to keep the

inconvenience on the K-27 construc-
tion to aminimum. The state is offer-
ing anincentive bonusto Ritchie Pav-
ing, the contractor on the project, if it
completesthework ahead of schedule,
hesaid.

Donna Binning, construction engi-
neer from Atwood, said the bonusis
$5,000 per day for every day the
project is completed before Nov. 1,
with a maximum bonus of $150,000.
She said the department will charge
RitchiePaving$5,000for everyday the
work goes past the Nov. 1 deadline.

Of thetwo projectsbeing doneat the
same time, McDiffett said it was just
unfortunate circumstances and that
whenever thestate schedul esconstruc-
tion projects, thingsalwayscomeuptc
change the schedule.

“The timing is never good,” Mc-
Diffett said, “ no matter whenyou plan
something. Thiswill affectthefair anc
the class reunion, but sometimes you
haveto accept someinconveniencesto
make progress.”
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