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commentary

from other pens...

Kansas flag design
could use a facelift

TheHaysDaily Newson theK ansasflag:

Themost instructivepieceof information to comefrom arecent sur-
vey that ranked the Kansas flag as one of the ugliest in the nation was
that one of the ugliest in the nation wasthat such agroup asthe North
American Vexillological Association actually exists.

.. NAVA says that it conducted a three-month survey and got re-
sponsesfrom 100 members of NAVA and 300 membersfrom the pub-
lic. They rated 72 flagsfrom the United States and Canada.

While we areinclined to tell the vexillologiststo go get alife, we
supposethey do have somevalid points.

The Kansas flag ranks among the “ seal-on-a-bedsheet” designs.
Many other stateshavesimilar flags, asthey werecommon designsfor
statesjoining the unionin the 1800s.

Kansas' flag has a sunflower, the state seal and “Kansas’ in plain,
block letter. Theinclusion of the seal iswhat makesit abusy design.

... Kansas' flag hastoo much tradition to changeit radically. Maybe
it could beupdated alittle, with bol der typography. If youlikethestate
seal, however — and its depiction of buffalo, farming and settlement
of thefrontier arerepresentative of thestate’ sroots— it isahandsome
flag. Thegold lettering onthe deep blue backgroundissoothing, likea
rippling field of ripewheat on awarm June day.

Maybethe Kansasflag needs afacelift. Or maybe we should worry
lessabout what thevexill ol ogi ststhink and concernoursel veswithmore
weighty issues.

ThelolaRegister on flagburning:

A one-sentenceamendment tothe Constitution, giving Congressthe
power “to prohibit the physical desecration of the flag of the United
States’ isdeceptively easy to support.

All three Republican membersof Congressfrom Kansasvotedfor it
on Tuesday.

Democrat DennisMaooreof the Third District thought alittlelonger.
Hevoted no.

Noistheright answer.

Itisdifficulttoimagineaclearer challengetotheright of freepoliti-
cal speechthanalaw forbidding adissident from burning aflaginpro-
test.

Flag burningisvery uncommonintheU.S. Chancesarethat nobody
readingthispiecehasever beentoapolitical meetingwhereal.S. flag
was burned to dramatize opposition to national policies.

... Soldiersdon’t really fight for the flag. They fight for the nation
andthethingsit standsfor. Thefreedomsspelled outintheBill of Rights
deserveto beat the head of that list.

Itisno accident that thefirst of thoserightsisfreedom of speech.

Thefoundingfathersunderstood that without theguaranteethat gov-
ernment could not silence its critics our democracy would become a
dictatorship....

... When an orator climbs up on his soapbox on apublic square, de-
nounces Washington for supporting free trade and globalization and
burnsaU.S. flag to punctuate his polemic and the police do not come
and pop him in the pokey that is acelebration of the Bill of Rights, a
reaffirmation of our republican democracy, and it stirs up a breeze of
freedom that makes our glorious banner wave all the more proudly.
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Kitten conquers mlghty trophy deer

A lynx can’t bring down adeer.

A bobcat can’t bring down adeer.

Even aK-Statewildcat can’t down adeer.

Usually, it takesacougar to bring down adeer.
Or arifle.

Butlast month Pomeroy, atwo-pound housecat,
brought down atrophy buck.

Pomeroy wasn't really trying to wreck havoc.
But, he'sakitten. It'swhat he does.

Sonisspending the summer at our homeinthe
mountains— the place we built to raise our chil-
drenwhenwelivedin Colorado.

Son is washing dishes, bussing tables and
bartending at arestaurant while Pomeroy isalter-
nately sleeping and dashing madly around the
house.

We have wooden floors with arearugs. The
floorsprovidenopurchaseatal fortiny claws, and
when he hitsthoserugs, they goflying.

He, like dl cats, likes high places. So he fear-
lessly walksonthebanister aroundthe open stair-
way.

Leroy has been king of the stairway ever since
wegave himahome.

Leroy wasatrophy whitetail buck my brother-
in-law Ken shot some 25 year ago. My father-in-
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law had the head mounted and thetrophy hung on
thewall intheir Emporiahomefor many years. Did
| say hewashig?L ast timewelooked, hewasstill
on the Boone and Crocket top 10 list for Kansas.
But that isanother story.

Kenwent off to college, movedto California, got
married and never took Leroy away. When my
mother-in-law died several years ago, Leroy
moved tothe Creedehouseand becamekingof the
stairway.

He hung onthewall about 18 inchesand alittle
below the banister.

Thisyear, he becameatarget once again.

Pomeroy apparently decided that the deer head
wasabetter vantage pointtosurvey theworldthan
thebal cony. Hetriedtojumpthedeer oneday while
sonwas home.

Hemissed andfell tothelanding eight to 10feet

Sometimes we thlnk sisters wi

Sheteased me relentlessly. Hitting, scratching
and yelling were common occurrences.

Of course, weall know | wastotally blameless
inall situations. It’sjust natural because | amthe
youngest.

She tried to choke me. She tickled me until |
couldn’t breathe and my bladder was about to ex-
plode. I'msureit wasall insisterly fun.

Onetimeshewassitting on my bike, not riding
it, just sittingonit. When | asked her to get off sol
couldrideit shesmugly refused. | bit her. | wasn’t
sorry either. Even after my punishment | wasn't
sorry | had | eft that big welt of teeth markson her
arm. Shedeservedit.

We had to share abed when we stayed with our
grandparents. Every timewedid shewouldtickle
mesothat | wouldgetintroublefor laughingwhen
| was supposed to be asleep.

She spent so much timein the bathroom before
school that | would only have about five minutes

to brush my teeth and do my hair before the bus
arrived.

Whenwewent out in publictogether shewould
aways make sure people knew that she was the
older oneandthat | wasjust akid.

Whenshewasgiving mearideto school oneday
| said something about aguy sheusedtolike. She
dropped me off at West Elementary. | wasin jun-
ior high.

My senior year of high school there was some-
thing | needed that | couldn’t get because | didn’t
havethemoney. | discussed it with my sister who

below.

But, heisacat. Helanded on hisfeet — hisvery
sorefeet, son said.

Hewas picked up, examined, loved and sent on
his scampering way.

Two days later, son returned from work to find
Leroy on the landing with a broken nose anc
Pomeroy prancing around the house.

Hesayswhilehereally feel shad about L eroy, he
would haveloved to have seen the spectacle of the
cat leaping onthe deer head and riding it — all 20
claws extended and hanging on for dear life— to
thelanding.

L eroy goestothetaxidermist thisweek for anose
job. Hopefully, he can be repaired before Ken de-
cidestovisit usnext.

Pomeroy goesto the vet for afront and rear enc
realignment. He' || havealittle moretrouble grab-
bing thingswithout those front claws.

I’mgoingtoleavel eroy inthehospital, however,
until it'stimefor school again and son and cat de-
part town.

There's only so much a deer can take. Being
downed by acougar or arifleisonething— but &
two-pound house cat?

How humiliating.

Il never change

wasjust out of college.

Shewaspretty strappedfor fundstoo soshecoulc
sympathize. Two days later | received acheck for
$100. That will alwaysbe one of most meaningful
thingsanyonehasever donefor me. It wasalsothe
pointwhen| realized our rel ationship had changec
dramatically.

When someone is mean to me now she offerstc
beat them up. I’ m sure her choke hold still works.

When my sister got married | was the maid of
honor. My toast made her cry.

Instead of swapping insults we now exchange
good recipesand funny everyday stories.

Shegivesmelifeadviceand | remind her sheis
theolder oneand I'll alwayshbeakid.

She’s having her first child next month. Once
again!l’ mremindedwe' vecomea ongway together
and would have never madeit without each other.

It'sfunny how we cometo love and cherish the
things we once thought we hated.

Life 1s about determmatlon and heart

It'snosecret that the Col orado Rockies, theteam
witheternal promiseinspringtraining, havebeen
horrible this summer.

After adecent start in the spring, the Rocks
dropped quickly tolast placewith a4-27 dideup
to Friday.

But it's also no secret that in sports, asin life,
onepersonwith heart and determination canmake
all thedifference.

Friday night, that would be Brian Bohanon, the
journeyman pitcher whoholdsdowntheNo. 4 spot
in the Colorado rotation.

Bohanon has never been astar. Hisbest record
in11yearsinthemgjorsisjust 12-10lastyear with
the Rockies.

He'sno power pitcher. Hisfastball creepsupto
the plate around 82 mph, 10 mph slower than the
strike-out leaders. He'sapitcher, dependingona
changeupandacurve(whichruninthe70s)tofool
batters. Speed, location and his mix of pitches
make him a consistent winner.

But the big guy — a portly 6 foot, 2 inches, he
remindspeopleof Babe Ruth— hasalot of heart.

Friday, Bowasstuck at 4-5for theyear. Histeam
washurting, and hewanted awin. Hepitched well
— holdingthe Dodgerstojust threerunsat Coors
Field. But he started the game by giving LosAn-
gelesarunwithawild pitch, runner onthird, and
bobbledtheball at the platewhen hehad achance
tosavetheplay.

Later, when hisoffensedidn’t start behind him,
Bohanontook mattersinto hisownhands. Withhis
own bat.

Hisfirsttimeup, hehit adoubleoff thewall but
wasstranded onbase. Thesecondtimearound, he
doubled again, scoringin aRocks' rally that put
theteam ahead of the Boysin Blue.

Bolookedwinded ashedragged his250 pounds
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over the plate, but he came back to pitch another
two innings. He led off the seventh with asingle,
pushing hisaveragetoal ofty 320. Manager Buddy
Bell thought Bohanon, 33, had runenough and sent
pitcher MikeHampton (not dueto start until Mon-
day) intorunfor him. Hampton scored yet another
runinwhat wouldbean 11-3Rockiesrout andthen
had to bat for Bohanon later intheinning.

The hard-charging Hampton, who had led the
club’spitchersinhitting at 294 withsix homeruns,
struck out toendtheseventh, butitwasquiteashow,
all sparked by aguy whowouldn’t givein.

Thisisthe same Bohanon who, when the Rock-
iesran out of relief pitchersin agame against the
AtlantaBraveslast year, took theball fromBell and
went out and pitched despite having started the
night before. Thewinwenttocatcher Brent Mayne,
whofinishedtheextra-inningsgame, butitwasBo
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who gavethe spark.

Friday would turn out to be the only game the
Rockies won against Los Angeles at home, but it
was brilliant. Sunday, they stank. Monday, they
couldand shouldhavewon, but couldn’t get aclutch
hit with the bases|oaded in the ninth.

ButFriday ... Friday belongedtoBrian Bohanon.
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