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commentary
from other pens...

Dems craft strategy
to take back House

By Will Lester

Associated Press Writer

WA SHINGTON — Demoacratsai ming to regain control of Congress
say they’ remiffed Republicansintheel ection borrowed their most reli-
ableissueslike prescription drugs, patients rightsand Social Security.

Republicans counter they are only offering aternative policies.

Thisweek, Democrats offered apreview of acampaign strategy for
the 2002 House €l ections— contrasting votesof swing-district Repub-
licanswith their campaign promisesbeforethelast election.

“Thisiswhat they specialize in — deception,” said House Demo-
craticLeader Dick Gephardt of Missouri.“ Try toconcoct abill that looks
likeour bill, butitisn’t enforceable. ... thisisillusion — that they are
for something they arenot for.”

Duringthefight over thepatients' bill of rightsthisweek, Democrats
released a spoof video with themes likely to be repeated as the cam-
paigns heat up.

Thevideo, titled “1 know what you did last summer” shows Repub-
lican campaign adsfrom lawmakersin swing districts promising they
will support patients' rightsin dealingwithHMOs.

TheDemocratssay many of those GOPlawmakershave abandoned
bi partisanlegid ationthat offersthestrongest protections. Similar con-
trasts between campaign ads and actual votes could be effective on
prescription drugsand Social Security, Democrats say.

Republican Rep. Tom Davis, chairman of the National Republican
Congressional Committee, scoffsat Democratic attemptsto show GOP
|lawmakers have broken promises.

“We'll votefor apatients bill of rights,” Davissaid. “The average
guy doesn’t know what that means. For the average person, they want
to know they can appeal their HMO’sdecision.”

A bipartisan bill supported by the Democratic |eadership would al-
low patients expanded rightsto sue, whilethe Republican alternative
would limit those rights and offer alternative appeal s. President Bush
wantsthe version that limitslawsuits.

Republicans expect to have their usual financial advantagesin the
campaign for theHouse, said Carl Forti, aspokesman for the Republi-
cans' congressiona committee. Hesaid the GOP hasrai sed morethan
$38millionand has$14 millioninavailablecash. Demaocrats say they
have raised $18 million and have $9 million on hand.

“1 know they can run millions of dollars of ads again and create the
perception they support theseissues,” Democrat Gephardt said. “But
it gets harder, voters get disappointed. You can fool people onetime,
but they won't befooled again.”

“The Democratic issuesaretheissues of the majority of the Ameri-
can people — prescription drug benefits, Social Security, protecting
theenvironment, protecting Medicare,” said Rep. NitaL owey of New
York, chairwoman of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Com-
mittee. “ Our jobistodefinetheissuesand makeit absol utely clearwho's
for real patients' bill of rights, real prescription drugs.”

ThevictoryinVirginia sDistrict 4 by Randy Forbesgavethe Repub-
licansa 12-seat lead in the 435-member House, and Democrats think
they can win enough seatsin the off-year election to take over.

“Wedon't know what state the economy isgoing tobein,” he said,
“what our energy situation will be. But we ran on certain themes and
we' d better produce.”

Rapid changesinthepolitical windscould meanissuesthat seemcriti-
cal now may recedeandtheDemocrats’ plans” posenothreat,” Davissaid.

Both sides acknowledge a severe downturn in the economy could
have adramatic effect on the el ections.

“Economic conditions could changethings,” said Davis. “Inadeep
recession, peoplelook at the alternative party — not necessarily what
the alternative standsfor.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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Living In a small

| don’tknow about you, but | liveinasmall town.

Infact thisisthesmallest oneever — except for
thetimel livedin England.

Small townsare great!

Small townsare also Not Gregt!

Likeeverythingelseinlife, alot dependsonyour
attitude.

Recently | saw thisarticleinamonthly publica-
tion. | can’t credit the author, as none was listed.
Thisisentitled * You might befrom asmall town
if....:

1) You can name every person you graduated
with.

2) Youknow what 4-H is.

3) Youever wentto partiesat apasture, barn, or
inthemiddle of adirt road.

4) Youusedto'cruisethedrag.’

5) You said acussword and your parentsknew
within the hour.

6) You ever went cow-tipping or snipe-hunting.

7) School getscanceled for state events.

8) Youwereever inthe Homecoming parade.

9) You have ever gone back home for Home-
coming.

10) Itwascool to date someonefromtheneigh-
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boring town.

11) You had senior skip day.

12) Thewholeschool wenttothesameparty after
graduation.

13) Youdidn't give directionsby street names-
you gave them by references (turn at Nelson’s
house, go two blockseast of Anderson’sand it’'s4
houses|eft of thetrack field.)

14) The golf course had only 9 holes.

15) Your car staysfilthy becauseof thedirt roads,
and youwill never ownadark vehiclefor thisrea-
son.

16) You think kids that ride skateboards are
weird.

17) Thetown nexttoyouisconsidered ‘trashy’
or ‘snooty,” butisactualy just like your town.

18) Getting paid minimumwageisconsidereda
raise.
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town Is ‘great, not great’

Now don’'t send me letters of complaint. | only
offer thisaslevity and fun.

Depending on your attitude, the items on the
abovelist can be considered good OR bad.

We all know that it’s usually better to rear chil-
dreninasmall towninstead of acity; having every
adultintownknowingyour child’'snameand help-
ing to watch out for him/her isterrific.

Wecanlist many morethingsabout small towns.
Asan exercise in appreciation, why don’t you try
tomakealist?

| don’t think my columnisseen by many people
inlargecities. (I wishitwere.) Butif by chancesome
city-dweller reads this and is so inclined, please
itemize all the great thingsabout living inthecity.
I'll be happy to giveyou equal spaceif you'll send
your listto me.

Meanwhile, I'm sitting at my computer looking
out on abeautifully calm, sunny summer day, and
I’m grateful to be living where quiet is actually
possible. The phone hasn't rung, only three cars
have passed by my house, and | haven’'t heard an
emergency siren all day.

If you have comments for Lorna write to her at
<lornagt@nwkansas.com>

Journalism’s ‘sex-plus’ rule

WASHINGTON — You need alicenseto write
about apolitician’slovelife. It'scalled“ sex-plus.”

Herearetherules: If it'saboozy sleepover, fin-
ished off with English muffins and French coffee
thenext morning, it'snot astory. But supposethat
theexcellent young woman apoliticianmeetsina
crowded roomthenight beforedoesn’t show upfor
work the next day. What if she leaves the face of
theearth?Doesanyoneintheworldthink that’snot
astory?

“Sex-plus’ isthenewsreporter’ sruleof engage-
ment in Gary Condit’sWashington. It isthe same
onethat appliedin Jack Kennedy’s day.

Jack, as we know now, had this long-running
thing with a gorgeous Jackie look-alike named
Judy Campbell. He engineered each rendezvous
withbetter precisionand moresecrecy thantheBay
of Pigs. He had the room number. She would be
ready. Hewould haveabottleof liquor onthetable
to makeit seemlikeaparty. Twenty minutes|ater,
hewould be heading downtothehall to count del -
egateswith Bobby. Judy would be headed back to
her other boyfriend, Sam Giancana.

Ah! The*plus.” Althoughit’snot reportabl ethat
apolitician has avery pretty girlfriend from the
outside world, it is very reportable if that world
happenstobetheMafia. If there’ sonethingworse
than dipping your pen into the company inkwell,
it'sdippingitintothe“family” inkwell. Youdon't
need to be Tony Soprano to know that bit of pro-
fessional etiquette.

Sowe could' ve— should’ ve—would’ vewrit-
tenabout that one. What stopped us— | love speak-
ing for the journalistic priesthood — is that we
didn’'t know. Jack Kennedy knew how to keep a
secret. Like Spencer Tracy and KateHepburninthe
old days, he knew that before some editor could
hand-wring over whether to report a story, he
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needed to have areporter bring the newsto him.

JFK went togreat painsto keep editorsfromsuch
painful decisions. Once, hehad theestimableAdlai
Stevenson meet him at the Carlylein New York,
only for the U.N. ambassador to realize that the
embarrassingly brief meetingwasacover foramore
extended stay with someoneatad moreentrancing.

Keeping the lid on an affair also means dating
girlshornierforyouthanthey arefor publicity. Judy
Campbell didn’t dropthebombonhimwhenhewas
thehot frontrunner intheNew Hampshireprimary.
Shewaited until Jack wasasdead as Julius Caesar.

Bill Clintoneither couldn’t pick *emthat well or
wasn't as niceto them afterward.

Gennifer FlowerscalledafestiveNew York press
conference to celebrate the announcement of her
affairwithacertainArkansasgovernor. Shebrought
alongaparty favor: ahomemadetapeof BigBill in
full schmoozeinstructing her ontheart of thecover-
up. Clinton, who unleashed hisflacksto say thetape
was “edited,” blew the denial by apologizing to
Gov. Mario Cuomo for comparing him on thetape
toa“Mdfia’ captain.

But the“sex-plus’ rule held itsground. Despite
theglitter of the Flowerspressconference, thequal -
ity newspapers buried the story. The New York
Times morning-after account, slugged “Clinton
AttemptstolgnoreRumors,” ranonpageA-16.The
Old Grey Lady’s first mention of the Gennifer
show-and-tell camein the 14th paragraph.
Monicawasdifferent. Thissex story had“ pluses’

inspades. Shewasaninternworkingunder thepresi-
dent. Asan affair, thiswas pure workplace drama.
If you define the president’s workplace to include
the backroom sink, thisonenever leftit. Asan ear-
lier occupant might have put it, thiswas a sex deal
“of, by andfor” theworkplace.

The bigger “plus’ was an American president’s
denia of thewhole thing under oath. When you're
tryingtokeepastory out of thenewspapers, perjury
isabastard. Soisthe suggestion that you' retrying
toget thegirl ajobin New York to keep her mouth
shut. Soisthefact that shehad spilledtheentirestory
to the one workmate she knew for afact hated the
boss.

Sowhat aretherulesfor Gary Condit?The same
as they were 40 years ago: Your relationship with
Chandra Levy was your business. You kept it that
way by taking her to quiet restaurantsin the coun-
tryside. You didn't flaunt it. Neither did you abuse
your authority. Chandrawasnotinyour charge. She
didn’t work for you, didn’t work for the Congress.
Youmet her off-campus. You dated her off-campus.

Sofar, so good.

But then something happened. She disappeared,
and you refused to tell the police what you knew
about wherethisyoung woman spent her time, what
this young woman was dealing with, what her life
wasall about. For 10weeks, youletthe D.C. police
search without cluesand her parents suffer without
hope.

That, Congressman, is the terrible “plus” that
makes you as big a part of this story as the | ost
Chandraherself.

ChrisMatthews, a nationally syndicated colum-
nist for the San Francisco Chronicle, is host of
“Hardball” on CNBC and MSNBC cablechannels.
The 1999 edition of “ Hardball” was published by
Touchstone Books.

I’m not happy we’re going to have higher taxes

Dear Editor:

WEell, it seemswe are going to get another raise
inour taxes.

Now doesn'tthat giveyoured joy toliveinsuch
awonderful city?

| am so happy to seethis statement in the paper
that it gives me instant constipation, | am that
thrilled.

| wonder how anyone can value your homefor
$100,000 and turn right around and in the same
sentence tell you it isn’t worth that much? That
doesn’'t quitemakesensetome, but | guessitisn't
supposed to as | am an eighth grade Kanorado
school dropout that retired at theageof 40. 1 didn’t
makeit big by being stupid.

Whichismuch morethan | can say about some
of theserag headsthat run our city. Just look at all
thebigitemsof expensethat hasbeen thrust upon
ustax paying citizens.

How much more do you goons think we can
bear?

Therearemore senior citizensin thistown that
liveon afixed incomethat cannot go any further,
so this winter for them it will be either heat the
house or not eat — which comesfirst.

from our
readers

® to the editor

That miserable swimming pool isonebig joke.
Most poor peoplecan't affordtosendtheir kidsand
yet our old pool wasdiscovered that it didn’'t leak
after all. Thiswas just pure propagandato brain
washthepublic sothebigwheel scould show their
authority and show their neighborshow important
they are.

Just take agood ook at the huge expenseitems
that wereinstigated. That bill boardthat’ ssupposed
tolook likeasunflower and doesn’t, wereally got
it jabbed to usthere. | guessthat iswhy our city
streetsarein such bad shape, after all those 8,000
tourists have our streets wore out. Anyone that
could makethat sort of projectionshouldeither be
inan asylum or in are-hab program.

And then our tenniscourt wasn’t good enough.
How much did that cost?And theremoving of our
niceball park.

Andnow all entrancestothisdebt riddencity are
blocked off. | guessthepurposeof thisissowecan't
leave.

Thisisgoingto makeit real nicewiththealumni
reunion and the fair about to start. We should put
up abig sign out on the highway, “ Please drive on
by, wedon’t want you.”

Didour city rag headsever look at the number of
housesthat arefor sale?Doesn’t thistell them any-
thing? There are about 130 homes for sale. Why
wouldanyonebeevenremotely interested—mine,
for therecord, is one of them. | want one further
thing from Goodland and that is out!

And now | guess our 4-H kids can’t even wash
their livestock exhibitsduetothebul | headed goons
that run our city. Really interestingisn'tit?1 could
goonandon, but will stop here.

| know | amgoingto becussed and discussed, but
thereissupposedtobefreedomof thepress, anda so
thereissupposed to be* government of the people,
by the people and for the people.”

Sowhy don’t we get to vote on some of theseis-
sues?

Jim Petracich

Goodland



