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commentary
from other pens...

History finds good
to say about Grant

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — History'sslantonUlyssesS. Grantisthat hewas
awar-winning general but afailed president, a personally honest but
bumbling chief executive whose administration reeked of corruption.

Asit has done with many other presidents — including Harry S.
Trumanand Dwight D. Eisenhower — history istaking asecondlook.
“Grant,” anew, full-dresshiography by political scientist Jean Edward
Smith, invitesacloser inspection of the Civil War general’srecord.

“Inthe White House, he dominated the country’s political scenefor
eight years, providing the stability that steadied the nation after years
of war and upheaval,” Smith writes of the 18th president.

Grant cameto the presidency after the 1868 election astherestored
nation’s pre-eminent war hero.

“Let ushave peace,” the phrase with which he accepted the Repub-
lican nomination, came as afitting bookend to hiswartime assurance
that “| proposetofight it out onthislineif it takesall summer.”

But eight years|ater, at the end of his second term, even Grant was
acknowledging“ mistakeshave beenmade, asall can seeand | admit.”

One20thcentury rating placesGrant 38thamongthefirst 42 presidents.
Oneof hiscriticssayshe presided over “the Eraof Good Stealings.”

Smith, the John Marshall professor of political science at Marshall
University in Huntington, W.Va., saysGrant’ sachievementsweresig-
nificant and involved substantial political skill.

Hesinglesout Grant’srecordindefending therightsof freed blacks,
including orderingtheArmy tocombat the KuKlux Klan’scampaigns.

“Hefought for black equality long after hisfellow countrymen had
tired of "the Negro question,”’ Smith writes. “He defended therights
of African-Americansinthe Southwith the sametenacity that heldthe
Unionlineat Shiloh.”

Smith says Grant also resisted efforts to annihilate the Plains Indi-
ans. The policy he established saved whole tribes but also led to the
isolation of many American |ndianson reservations.

Smith creditsGrant withrestoring relationswith Britainand for lay-
ing the foundations of the Anglo-American aliancethat still endures.

Although his efforts were unsuccessful, Grant took the first steps
towardamerit-basedcivil service. “ Atruereformwill let theofficeseek
theman,” hewrote.

Duringthefinancial panic of 1873, Grant vetoed aninflationary ex-
pansion of the nation’s money supply, an action Smith creditsfor pro-
viding “the basisfor the orderly growth of the American economy.”

Grantalsosignedlegidationcreating YellowstoneNational Park, the
first link inthe National Park System.

Asgenera and president, Grant wasacigar-smoking, taciturn|eader,
plain-looking, grimin manner and often carelessin dress.

Smith contends Grant’s poor reputation as president began in the
disdainful opinionsof Easternintellectualsof histime.

One critic was Henry Adams, who may have thought the presidency
ranintheAdamsfamily bloodstream. Speakingof thefounder of thetheory
of evolution, hewrote: “ The progressof evolutionfrom President Wash-
ington to President Grant was evidence enough to upset Darwin.”

Grant made atriumphal world tour after leaving office, thenlost his
personal fortuneto adishonest business partner.

Inthelast months of hislife. Grant finished a275,000-word manu-
scriptinarace against terminal throat cancer. The military memoir he
produced was compl eted just daysbeforehisdeath on July 23, 1885. It
earned $450,000 for hiswidow. His presidency went unmentioned.

MorethanamillionNew Yorkersturned out when Grant wasburied.

Thelast wordsfrom hisletter accepting the Republican presidential
nomination can still be read abovethe portal of histomb.

“Let UsHave Peace.”

EDITOR SNOTE — Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White
House, Congress and Washington's history for morethan 30 years.
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Remembermg grandmothers special qualities

| haven't seen her in more than 15 years, but |
still remember thescent of Oil of Olay onher skin,
theway she squinted her eyeswhen her cigarette
smokedriftedintothem, how shewasa waysfluff-
ing up her short, curly, gray hair and what she
sounded like when she called my mom “Berta.”

My father raised me, sol didn’t havemuch con-
tact with my mother’ssideof thefamily. Theonly
vividmemories| haveof my grandmotheriswhen
| stayedat my grandparent’shomein Bostonwhen
| was4.

| wantedlonghair likemy cousin’s, somy grand-
mother told me to brush my hair 100 times each
day. | didn’t know how to count to 100, so she sat
me down on the bed and taught me.

She set out an outfit for me every morning and
then would act disappointed when | chose a dif-
ferent pair of socksor shorts.

“What?You don't like my taste?’

There was always another outfit laying on the
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bed the next day.

Shewashed my hair until it was" squeaky clean,”
andthen she' d put meto bed withatowel wrapped
around my head.

If | couldn’t leep, she'd tuck asmall radio un-
der my pillow andturnonclassical music. If | still
couldn’t sleep, she'd let me crawl in between her
and my grandfather.

Shetaught methecorrect way tomakeabed, how
toplay poker andthewordsto“YouAre My Sun-
shine.”

I'll never seemy grandmother again, becauseshe
died of brain cancer about four yearsago.

It wasthe last day of classes at college, and my
mother called to say she had passed away. | cried
because| felt bad for my mom, but after | hung up
the phone, it didn’t take melong to forget about it.

That’suntil my sister-in-law called thismonthto
say my grandfather had died. | cried then, because
| realized my grandparentsweregoneandthey were
never coming back.

| remember my grandfather as a quiet, serious
man. | remember hissmile, hislaugh andthesound
of hisvoice, but not much morethan that.

Whenever | think of him, | think of my grand-
mother. And | wish | had gotten a chance to get to
know both of them better.

| wrotemy grandfather alongletter |ast year. He
wassick and it took him afew monthsto respond.

Hesentapair of my grandmother’ searringswith
amatchingbroach. Thecardsaid, “ If youwrite, I' [l
writeback.”

| meant to, but it’stoo |ate now.

Words of wisdom XXVII1: Business common sense

Usually onthefifth columnof any givenmonth,
| try to share some lighter thoughts on everyday
living. | turnto the great wordsmiths of the past,
and use their quotes to give us all something to
think about.

Thisweek, | want to share somewords of wis-
dom without known sources. Common senseis
whereyoufindit. Whether fromabumper sticker
orabillboard, teeshirt or television, fortunecookie
or commencement speech, good advice is still
good advice.

| hope you won't discount the thought just be-
cause the source is unidentified. There's some-
thing herefor everyonewhether you' reinbusiness
or not.

WordsFrom theUnknown

» The most demanding bossanyone can haveis
abad habit.

* Never giveadvice- sell it.

» Knowing without doing is like plowing and
sowing without harvesting.

eAsigninastore: “ Staying-in-businesssalenow
in progress.”

« It isn't the number of people employed in a
businessthat makeit successful. It'sthe number
working.

« To succeed - keep your head up and your over-
head down.

 The best businessto avoid is other people's.

* Businessislikeawheelbarrow - it stands till

don
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® minding your own
business

unless somebody pushesit.

» Somethings do not haveto belearned. We're
al bornwith anatural gift to make mistakes.

» Modern credit systems have made buying
easier than it's ever been. Unfortunately, paying
foritisstill just ashard asit ever was.

* A shady businessnever produced asunny life.

* Businessistough these days. If you do some-
thingwrong, youget suedor fired. If youdo some-
thingright, you get taxed. (Soundslikesomething
Will Rogerswould have said.)

« Crimeseemsto betheonly big businessto es-
cape government meddling.

* Character islikeglass - even asmall crack is
visibleto everyone.

» Honesty isone business policy that never has
to changeto keep up with thetimes.

» No business opportunity is ever lost. If one
businesslosesit, another competitor will findit.

» How-to-get-rich-quick books should befiled
under “fiction.”

* In good times, businessownersloveto adver-

tise. In bad times, they haveto.

* My wifeand | started out with nothing. Today,
westill have most of it.

* When acheck returns, you can be surethe cus-
tomer won't.

« A computer salesmantold mehis” Super Mega’
computer would do hal f of my work for me. | bought
two.

» Knowledge isto business what fertilization is
tofarming.

» The book How to Beat Inflation has just gone
from $14.95t0 $16.95.

*Nooneever climbedahill by lookingat it, tal k-
ing about it or writing aplanfor it.

* Success is like underwear, we should have it
without showingit off in public.

« | consider every day tobelostinwhich | do not
make anew acquaintance.

* Luck istheresult of choiceswe make. We cre-
ate our own luck by choosing which opportunities
to take advantage of . Everyone has opportunities,
therefore anyone can belucky.

* Fear defeats more people than any other one
thing intheworld.

Don Taylor isthe co-author of Up Against the
Wal-Marts. You may writeto himin care of Mind-
ing Your Own Business, PO Box 67, Amarillo, TX
79105. Column sponsored by Goodland Area
Chamber of Commerce Business Devel opment
Committee.

City seems to be heading backwards

Tothe Editor:

I’velived onthefarmall my lifeand I’ velived
near Goodland for almost 50 years.

| love Goodland.

However, in the past few years, | think we've
gone backwardsinstead of forwards. We've lost
twogrocery stores, atruck stopand several filling
stations.

We have an abundance of parks. We have
Gulick, Steever, Chambers, Philips, Rosewood
andaniceball park. Now they want tobuildaPio-
neer Park.

Of course, the farmers (and probably business
people, too) are stressed out three-quarters of the
time. If you' restressed, goandrelax inoneof these
parks. It' [l dowondersfor you. Takeyou' refam-
ily for apicnicinthepark.

Maybe you need atone up, so go to the Good-
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landActivity Center or relax intheswimming pool,
gotoaball gameor enjoy our nicemuseumor arts
center andtakeatour through theHeritageHouse.

Now all thesethingsarefine, and I’ m happy we
have them, but they don’t put bread on our table.

Now we need new waysto get into town. Well,
in al these 50 years, |’ ve never had any problem
getting into town until now.

Could it be that our priorities are in the wrong
place?

Sofar, all thesethingsarecostingmoretaxesand
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State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 128-S, Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-
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lessbread on thetable.
Takeamoment and think about it.
Esther Linin
Goodland
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