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ago, but didn’treally get seriousuntil
this summer. She said it's been
tough, physical work.

“There's a semi-load of rocks
here,” Dorothy said. “I tell you,
we' ve been working our butts off.”

But, sheadded, it'sbeenworthit.

“Now that we' redone,” shesaid,
“we canjust sit back and enjoy it.”

Of course, agardener’swork is
never done.

Kim Bohme, who lives on Texas
Avenue, said shespendsmorehours
than she can count working in her
front and back yardseachweek. She
told participantsthat shewaters her
plants twice a day and weeds and
trimsdaily.

When she hearsthe wind stirring
in the middle of the night, she said,
she gets out of bed to bring in her
potted plants. Tour participantsnod-
ded in agreement.

Many of the hosts have trans-
formed pasture land into paradise.

“We'vecomealongway in21/2
years,” said Kathy Melia, wholives

Yearly garden tour keeps on growing

three and a half miles west of town
with her husband Marty, owner of
theradio stationsin Goodland.

Wheretherewasonceahugefield
of grass, therearenow col orful flow-
ers and an abundant vegetabl e gar-
den. Kathy Meliasaidthegardenand
yardis still in itsinfancy, but takes
tons of work to maintain.

“It takes lots of hours every
week,” she said, “to keep things
weeded and mowed.”

Inthe 4 1/2 yearsthat Kevin and
Christie Rasure, owners of Rasure
L umber, havelivedthreemileswest
of Goodland, they’ ve built awater-
fall in their back yard and added
hugeflower and vegetable gardens.

ChristieRasuresaid sheusespeat
moss, sheep manure and grassclip-
pingsasmulch, and coversher veg-
etable garden in shredded newspa-
per to improve the soil consistency
and protect the plants.

Theonly drawback tousing paper,
she said, isthat it'sawood product
and therefore takes longer to break
down. This year, she said, she will
probably burn off the garden after

the growing season has passed.

Christie, who organizes the tour
with her husband, said they started
it as ahome and garden tour seven
or eight yearsago, but switcheditto
the Yarden Tour because people
were apprehensive about opening
their homes.

Shesaidthey’ vebeen holdingthe
tour for five yearsand it's steadily
becoming more popular. Thisyear,
she said, it drew people from sur-
rounding counties.

In the past, she said, they’ ve do-
nated proceedsto Hospice Services
or the Northwest Kansas Animal
Shelter. This year, Kevin Rasure
said, they raised $365 for the Sher-
man County Historical Society.

Christie said they typically show
off gardens and yards belonging to
their customers, who are using new
itemsfrom the store.

“It'ssowecanhighlight products,
too,” shesaid.

Thetour alsoincludedMarvinand
Bonnie Selby’shomeon Grand Av-
enueand Jerry Nett’sgardenonKan-
sasAvenue.

Teaching vacancies cause problems

WICHITA (AP) — With a new
school year starting in less than a
month, school districtsacrossthestate
arescramblingtofind qualifiedteach-
erstofill vacancies.

Theopeningsareespecially critical
inspecial education, math, scienceand
foreign language.

The problem has been building for
yearsbecauseof adecreaseinthenum-
ber of people studying to become
teachers.

“It'shad—infact, it'sbeyond bad,”
said Wi chita Superintendent Winston
Brooks. “Every indication in our dis-
trictisthat thisisn’tjust talk anymore.
It'shappening.”

Before the 2000-01 school year,
Kansasschool districtsreported about
530 teacher vacancies, compared to
196 during the 1999-2000 school year.
The state expectsasmany or moreva
cancies thisfall. The state has about
34,500 teachers.

TheWichitaSchool District has120
vacancies for full-time teachers and
only ahandful of qualified applicants.
About half of thevacanciesarein spe-
cial education and, asof last week, no
one had applied for any of thosejobs.

Inresponse, thedigtrict saysitwill have
toshufflecertifiedteachers increaseclass
sizesor hirefull-time substitutes to fill
vacancies. And the school salso may not
beableto offer certain courses.

The vacancies also are afinancial
drain becauseadistrict’sspecia -edu-
cationfunding fromthe stateistiedto
thenumber of special-educationteach-
ersonitsstaff. For every specia -edu-
cation teaching vacancy that goesun-
filled, Wichitawill loseup to $20,000
in statefunding.

Districts around Wichita, such as
Derby and Andover, say they don’t
have vacancies, but it’staking longer
and getting harder tofill spots.

“Itwasmuchtougher thisyear,” said

Andy Koenigs, assistant superinten-
dent for curriculum and personnel in
Andover. Hisdistrictisclosetofilling
its last vacancy, but had to increase
classsizesin high school Spanish be-
causeitcouldn’'tfindaSpanishteacher.

“We go to career fairs, and thisyear
was the first time there were more
school districtsthankids,” hesaid. The
career fair at Fort HaysStateUniversity,
forinstance, usedtodraw morethan 500
studentslooking for teaching jobs.

“This year they just dribbled in,”
Koenigssaid.

M ost educatorsagreethat salary and
benefit packagesareamajor hindrance
to attracting teachers. Businesses are
ableto offer much better pay and ben-
efitsthan most school districts.

The average salary for professions
reguiringabachel or’ sdegreeisalmost
$48,000, accordingtotheU.S. Census
Bureau. Theaverageteacher salary in
Kansasis$33,021.

Groupstrivesto makecity grow
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agroup that hel psyoung people.

Thosearethesmall projects. Thebig
oneiswhy thecorporationwasformed
inthefirst place.

Goodwin said he enjoys roller
hockey inhisfree-time, but thereisno
large, smooth surface in Goodland
where the game can be played. So, he
figured, why not build an arena?

With help from Jo Simmons, Good-
landAreaChamber of Commerceoffice
manager, he said, he gathered a group
of peoplewho want tolend ahand.

With aformer teacher, theart center
director andthecity/county recreation
director as members, Goodwin said,
thegroup decided not only tobuildthe
arena, but find other waysto improve
Goodland.

Corporation members — many
northwest Kansas natives who have
moved back after leaving — say the
groupisn’'t goingto beall talk.

Mitch Hixson, a 30-year-old Colby
native who moved to Goodland from
Ottawa(wherehewasan eighth-grade
teacher) four daysafter Goodwin, said
the only requirement to be a member
of the group isthat you want to make
animpact.

Hixson, recently hired astheass stant
volleyball coachat GoodlandHigh, said
he'smost interested in making lifebet-
ter for young peoplehereandisexcited
about helpingto establishBig Brothers
and Big Sisters. At ameeting Monday,

Goodwin Hixson
Goodwin was named president and
Hixson vice president of theboard that
isstarting the program.

Now a salesman with Homeland
Real Estate, Hixson said he became
disillusioned and frustrated with the
education system. His father, Warren
Hixson, isColby’smayor and ownsthe
Homeland officethere.

Hixson said the corporation is ac-
tion-oriented, which means members
are not going to bejust sitting around
talking.

Oneof thegroup'sfirst projectsisto
revivethe" Junk Parade,” atown clean-
upwherepeoplegather uptrashintheir
yards and homes and all haul it to the
county landfill at the sametime, free
of charge.

Goodwin said the parade stopped
eightto 10yearsago becausetheland-
fill startedrequiringthatitemsbesepa-
rated. He said the corporation plansto
ask civic organizations here to be re-
sponsible for collecting one type of
item, suchasappliancesor yardwaste,

and taking all of them to the landfill.

Members are asking the county to
waivelandfill feesfor theparade, which
they wanttoholdon Sept. 22, beforethe
annual Flatlander Fall Festival.

Other than being ready to do alittle
work, Hixson said, those who join
aren’'t required to make any kind of
donations or pay any dues. Infact, he
said, they aren’t expecting any dona-
tionsfrom anyone.

Goodwin, who graduated in 1997
from Southern Methodist University
with degreesin finance and econom-
ics, said the group is working to be-
comeanon-profit organi zation, which
will allow itto receivegrants. Hesaic
thecorporationwill beseekingmoney
from private foundations that don’t
requirerecipientstohaveacashmatch.

The $3 million community center/
sportsarena, hesaid, will bebuilt with
grant money. Thecorporation plansto
put up the center withinthreeyearson
land given by an anonymousdonor.

Goodwin said the facility will in-
cludebasketball, tennisandvolleyball
courts, along with a computer lab, &
meeting room and other amenities. He
and other corporation members hope
the center and other projectsthey are
planning to finish will attract more
peopleto Goodland.

First, Hixson said, they may haveto
change some minds.

“Wewant to help turn peopl €' s atti-
tudesaround,” hesaid, “from‘wecan't
dothat’ to‘anythingispossible.’”

Corporation has big plans for changes
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thedirector of theRegional Prevention
Center, toestablishaBigBrothersand
Big Sistersprogram.

Mitch Hixson, a former school
teacher and corporation director, said
the program can catch children before
they “fall throughthecracks’ andhelp
Hispanic youths feel more welcome.
He said the center has a grant to start
the program.

* Hel ping Goodland becomea*“ com-
munity of promise” throughAmerica's
Promise, which Secretary of State
Colin Powell formed to help young
people.
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Hixson said a community can join
the organi zation by working to fulfill
five “promises’ to youths, which in-
clude caring adults, safe places,
healthy start, marketable skills and
opportunitiesto serve.

* Finding ways to make Goodland
more attractive.

Goodwin said the corporation plans
to plant treesaround the city and orga-
nizea" Junk Parade,” wherepeoplewill
be encouraged to clean their yardsand
remove old appliances or other trash.

+Buildinga110,000-square-foot, $3
millioncommunity center/sportsarena
behind the Comfort Inn on K-27.

Goodwin said thecorporationplans

tobuildthefacility, whichwill feature
basketball and volleyball courtsand &
computer lab, withinthreeyears.

The group is planning other short-
term projects, Goodwin said, which
will seek to beautify Goodland, help
youth here or help the community.

Membersof thecorporationinclude
Rebecca Downs, director of the
CarnegieArts Center; Dr. Sid Unruh,
owner of Unruh Family Chiropractic;
Scott Weber, assistant manager at Aten
Department Store; Scott L ockhart, se-
nior forecaster at theNational Weather
Service; Tim Pacello, aWal-Mart em-
ployee; and Jason Hickson, the city-
county recreation director.

Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.
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A& Professional Window Cleaning

Commercial = Residential

'520 S Mission Ridge « Colby, KS 67701
Call for your FREE estimate:
785-462-6995 ~ Chris & Beth

Lewon
800-611-6735

“We do windows!”

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!
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our Mexico,
Las \egas,
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Full Service Travel Agency
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Farm and Ranch
115 E. 9th « Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
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Your local internet service provider
with connections in Goodland.

With monthly costs

$16.50 per month!

as low as

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

Box 309

swocrysea> (90(-886-2423] <

Coash
TV Audio Video Service

Expert Electronic Repairs
We Service TVs - VCRs -
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INSURANCE

We'll always be there for you.
LIFE - HOME - CAR -

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® www.shelterinsurance.com

FARM - BUSINESS

p& D B“ﬂdeps

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions ¢

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

This space could be
yours. Call Doug,
Bill or Eric for
Goodland Daily
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SNIDER’S

MosiLE GLASS

WINDSHIELDS
No mileage charge
LOWEST PRICES ON
AUTO, TRUCK, TRACTOR GLASS

785-899-2753
1-800-633-4277




