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commentary

from other pens...

Joan Finney, populist
and thoroughly herself

By John Hanna

Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA — My phone beeped. Joan Finney was on hold.

ItwasDecember. TheK ansasSupremeCourt wasconsideringitsfirst
case under the state's 1994 death penalty law. I’d written an analysis
about how the law was one of Mrs. Finney’sbiggest legacies.

Several people said Mrs. Finney had remained consistent with her
populism, overriding her personal beliefsto allow adeath penalty bill
to becomelaw without her signaturein her last year asgovernor.

Mrs. Finney chewed meout. I’ d not told the story asshe believed it
should be told. She said the death penalty had returned to the books
because she stopped the games other politicians had played.

“Well,youdidittomeagain,” shesaid, soundingasif shewerescold-
ing adisobedient child.

Mrs. Finney had arocky relationship with many reporterswho cov-
ered her administration, as well aswith legidators, political insiders
and anyone who pooh-poohed her populism.

She could be stubborn and wasn't afraid to show some temper.

But sheoften wasgraciousand warm, and shehad anamost | egend-
ary ability to connect with peopleone-on-one. Workingasmall crowd,
sheeasily remembered names, then asked peopleabout their families.

“You could runinto Joan Finney in agrocery storeor at the gassta-
tion, and shewasalwaysvisiting with people,” saidWayneMaichel, a
KansasAFL-CIO lobbyist. “ Shejust enjoyed being around people.”

Mrs. Finney had battleswithlegislatorsin 16 yearsasstatetreasurer.
Some of them, especially Republicans, viewed her as being on the
fringes of Kansas politicsuntil shewon the 1990 governor’srace.

But she had a personal rapport with enough voters, built by tripsto
parades, beanfeedsand homecomings, toprevail instatewideel ections.

“Shehad thetouch,” said state Sen. JanisLee, D-Kensington. “You
can say what you like about her policies, but shereally liked people.”

Mrs. Finney had atough side, of course.

In1991, frustrated | egislatorswouldn’t enact her plantotax services
— closeloopholesthat madethetax systemunfair for working people,
she said — she vetoed their tax increase for public schools. She sent
out apublic statement at the end of the legidlative session saying law-
makers should “ get the heck out of Dodge.”

The next year, she said one legidlative redistricting plan should be
redrawnto punishthelawmaker who' d served asstate GOP chairwoman
when Mrs. Finney ranfor governor.

Shewasn’t what amodern politicianwassupposed to be— polished,
cautious, detached and ready toimpresswith aknowledgeof thesmall -
est policy details.

But shedidn’t look to aconsultant to shape her message, either. She
wasn't bland.

Shedidn’t agree with legislators who believed that the people who
elect them defer to their judgment, and were supposed to do so, espe-
cialy on complicatedissues. Mrs. Finney argued that with enoughin-
formation, people didn’t need to defer to anyone.

“If youcommunicatewiththepeople, they’ |l get thepicture, andyou'll
accomplish what youwant to accomplish,” shesaidinal1994 interview.

Peoplewhowatchor areactiveinpoliticsstill aredebating how much
credit Mrs. Finney deservesfor major accomplishments. Many legis-
lators, political activistsand reporters don’t give her high marks.

But the point of her long career wasthat their judgmentsweren’t the
onesthat were supposed to matter.

She seemed to connect best with the people who, in her view, were
supposed to matter most to any politician — farmers, assembly line
workers, owners of small businesses and other ordinary Kansans.

And because of that, she'll be remembered as a person, and not a
political figure, and remembered fondly.

Correspondent John Hanna has covered Kansas politics and gov-
ernment for 13 years.
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Twenty years Is enough chicken litter!

Should corporations pay taxes because corpo-
rations don’t pay taxes they just collect them?
That's what the Indian rock counter (Treasury
Secretary) thinks.

Withevery appropriationsbill though, thetribal
council (Congress) have money called market
access money (subsides).

Itisused to promote U.S. exports, to do other-
wisewouldbeisolationist, but wesurebetter keep
the licensing of farm exports! Yada yada, we
wouldn’'t want to lose our farm surpluses you
know.

Bet they would think we should subsidize the
salariesof their CEOs, too. If wedidwouldit bea
crony corporationandwouldthey stay intheU.S.
instead of going to China?

Theonly thing better would betohaveabureau-
cracy to coordinate corporate mergers. Competi-
tionisbad you know. Right!

Look at it this way, that would be better than
conspiring to fix prices, so it would not be so bad
to have one corporation, one credit card and one
of everything.

For 20 years we have tried this cyberspace
economy and it isn't working. Every whereyou
look another country is having to devalue their
currency tocompetewithAmericanfarmers. Itall
began when the fancy guys decided commodity
prices ($40.00 oil and $11.00 soybeans) would
make aworld widerecession.

WEell you are out of here pal. We have aworld
wide recession, and who would defend Richard
Nixson? It wasall hisfault don’t you know. He

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

My family and | movedout of towntoarural area
withinthelast year. Asaresult, we have begunto
shop more by mail. Sofar, we have had good ex-
periences with the businesses we have ordered
from and have been pleased with the productswe
have received, but some of our neighbors have
been disappointedwithsomecompanies. What are
thelawsthat cover ordersby mail, andwhat guide-
linesdoyourecommendwefollow to protect our-
selves?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Shopping by mail can be aconvenient alterna-
tivetoshoppingat astore. Therearesevera guide-
linestofollow to protect yoursel f while shopping
by mail:

 Alwaysdeal with reputablefirms.

 Read the description of the product you are
considering purchasing. Do not rely on the pic-
turealone.

* Besureyou understand the company’srefund
and return policies prior to placing an order. A
company may issuea“restocking” fee.

* Never pay cash when paying for an order by
mail. Useacredit card, personal check, or money
order.

*Remember that any time you place an order

Embarrassedtol

Dear Editor:

| read Jim Petracich’s letter in Friday’s Good-
land Daily Newsand | agree 100 percent.

Thistownisgoing down hill fast.

What'swrong with thistownisthe*rag heads’
and the“goons’ whorunit.

Our gasbillsareoutrageous, thenthey raised the
electric bill and now they areraising thetaxes.

| agree, thepool isabigjoke. Most familiescan’t
affordtosendtheir kidsand | know for afact there
wasn’'t anything wrong with the old pool.

That stupid-looking sunflower isalso afarce.
My son can certainly draw a better looking one
thanthat, and for alot lessmoney. They probably
wouldn’t havepaid himfor it becausehe snot one
of theso called “namebrand” kidsin thistown.

You' vegot to be somebody or know somebody
or havea“good” (ha! hal) nameinthistowntoget
anywhere or go anywhere.

| was born and raised in thistown and I’ ve al-
waysbeenproudtosay I'mfrom Goodland. Now
I’m almost embarrassed to say | evenlive here.

No wonder all the people that graduate leave

wayne
gattshall

® waynne’s world

didn’tneedfasttrack totradewiththeU.S.S.R. and
the Peoples Republic of China. He didn’t have a
traderepresentativeto negotiatethe North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement, either. The U.S.S.R.
decidedtobuy U.S. grainwithout a1,000 pagesof
government edictsandtariff ratequotas. They just
bought it out from under theAmerican BakersAs-
sociation, andthey squeal ed likeaturpentined cat.

So as Gommer Pyle would say surprise—sur-
prise.

Thiscyberspacerecessionhasbeenroaring down
the track for five years, Even the villageidiot
would haveseenit coming. If it'stheworld reces-
sionthey areworried about they should have seen
itinJuly of 1997.

TheNew York City hedgefundsturned thefast-
est growing economy in history into the OK Cor-
ral when they began buying everything American
andsoldeverythingthat wasn't. Whenthey didthat
it nearly brought downthe Japaneseyen. Thensix
monthslater it wastheM exicanand SouthAmerica
central banks. WhentheAmericanfarmer sneezes
South America get pneumonia. A year later Rus-
sian rupee col lapsed.

Sincethenthelnternational Monetary Fund has

carla|.
stovall

® consumer corner

your name, address, and tel ephonenumber may be
soldtoother companies. Thisissomethingtocon-
sider if you are concerned about receiving unso-
licited mail or phonecalls.

« Do not buy anything onimpul se.

« You are never required to purchase merchan-
disein order to enter acontest.

Inadditionto considering theabove-mentioned
guidelines, you should be aware of the Federal
Trade Commission’s Mail or Telephone Order
Rule, which covers merchandise you order by
mail, telephone, computer, andfax machine. This
law has two componentsto remember:

1. By law, acompany should ship your order
withinthetimestatedinitsads. If notimeisprom-
ised, the company is required to ship your order
within 30 days after receiving it, unless you are
applying for credit to pay for your purchase, in
which casethe company has50 daysafter receiv-

Ive In Goodland

from our
readers

® to the editor

here as soon as possible. Thereisn't athing to of -
fer to anyone of any age here.

It'sadyingtownandtherag headsand thegoons
arereally seeing toit that it stays that way. Soon,
Edson will be bigger than Goodland.

Isthat what we want?

Let’'sdosomethingand|et’sfight for our city and
get rid of the peoplewho run thiscity.

Why can’t we vote for what goes on here? No-
body asked usanything, they just doiit.

Another stupidthingthat nobody likesandthinks
iscrazy arethebackward benchesonMain Street.

How stupid canthey get?Well, | guesswefound
out, didn't we?

Kathy Miller

Goodland

funneled $138 billion in loans and credit lines to
propup Thailand’ shaht, Indonesia’ srupiah, South
Korea'swon, Russia' srupeeand Brazil’sreal, anc
theseguyshavejust discoveredthereisaworldwide
recession? Where havethey been?

Ahh, they weretoo busy saying the Berlin Wall
has fallen on the old economy from the election
night green part of the country, where all the com-
modities (oil and food), comesfrom.

It truly was better than atax cut for the election
night red part of the country. Thesetax cut true be-
lieverssay everyoneknowswhenyou cut taxesthe
economy booms,

Soit’slets doittothemagainaslongasday trad-
ersinthe stock market can buy and sell every day
and make money both ways, why not.

Well they’ re not making money both ways now
andthat’ swheretherubis. Justlistentothemwhine,
they sound like somefarmer that | ost hisloan defi-
ciency payment. All of asudden they want good
oleUncleAlantointroduce someinflationintothe
economy andincreasethemoney supply. Yeah, U.S.
interest rates are lower than Chinese sovereign
bonds, the stock market issick asafoundered cow.

That soundslikeal of thiswill weakenthe U.S.
dollar. Okay that wouldn’t be the end of civiliza-
tion asweknow it.

Weliketotell Japan exchange rates cannot bee
substitutefor policy, but of courseitispolicy. Itwas
monetary policy when the big three central banks
decided to support asagging U.S. dollar

© 2001 Wayne Gattshall wayneg@good|and-
.ixks.com

ing your order to ship.

2. If the company is unable to ship within the
promised time, they must give you an “option no-
tice.” Thisnoticegivesyou thechoiceof agreeing
tothedelay or canceling your order and receiving
aprompt refund.

These guidelines and rules should help you anc
other Kansas consumers make informed choices
when shopping by mail. Aswith any consumer
transaction, be a smart consumer and “do your
homework” before agreeing to part with your
money.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Stovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetail shave
been changed, the cases appearing in this columr
arebased onactual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewrite Attor ney
General Carla J. Sovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and ar
agent will returnyour call promptly.

TIps fr shopping by mail

berry’s world

www.comics.com ©2001 by NEA, Inc.

‘PONT TELL ME, LET ME GUESS —
HOUR SRARES ARE IN FREE FALL‘
Too." _




