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British and Irish governments give peace proposals to parties

ap news capsules

By The Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

BELFAST, Northernlreland—The
British and Irish governments gave
their peace proposals today to key
Northern Ireland parties, urging each
toaccept their recommendationsinfull
andthereby savetheprovince’ sCatho-
lic-Protestant administration.

Officials from Sinn Fein, the Irish
RepublicanArmy-linked party, andthe
Ulster Unionists, themajor Protestant
party, confirmed they received copies
of thedocument thismorning. Thepro-
posals reached seven parties simulta-
neously by courier or fax, Britain's
Northern Ireland Office said.

The British and Irish governments
promisedinmid-Julytopublisha“take
itor leaveit” list of commitmentsand
recommendations designed to spur
IRA disarmament and, in turn, acon-
tinuation of Northern Ireland’'s 20-
month-old administration.

NATIONAL

JACKSON, Wyo. — Homeowners
began cleaning fire-retardant foam
fromtheir ritzy mountainretreatsasthe
1,400 firefighters who saved the
housesfrom astubborn blazewrapped
up their task.

Withthefireinthesouthwest corner
of theJackson Holevalley expectedto

Oz park
sparks
questions

DE SOTO (AP) — Lt. Gov. Gary
Sherrer wants to know if he has the
authority to extend the deadline for a
$400,000 repayment by devel opersof
aWizard of Oz theme park.

OnMonday, Sherrer asked the state
Attorney General’sofficefor an opin-
ion on whether statelaw would allow
the late payment to Wyandotte
County’s Board of Public Utilities.

A law passed earlier this year ap-
peared to set an October deadline for
the payment. But Oz Entertainment
Co. and the utility board are negotiat-
ing to give the company an extrayear
to repay the money.

Thelaw also saysthemoney should
berepaid* as... determined by the sec-
retary of commerce and housing.”

Sherrer wants to know how much
discretion he hasin approving the ar-
rangement, he said Monday.

be contained this week, fire crews
turned their attention to a new blaze
that forced the closure of an entrance
to Yellowstone National Park.

About 200 more firefighters were
added Tuesday to the 900-acre fire,
whichwasdifficult toreach becauseof
itslocationintreacherousterrain, park
spokeswoman Cheryl Matthews said.

That blaze also threatened the
Pahaska Tepee resort, which features
ahunting lodge built in 1904 by Buf-
faloBill Cody.

The fire near Jackson no longer
posed the danger that it did last week,
when it threatened more than 100 of
homes, including asubdivisionwhere
houses average $5 million. The fire,
whichcharred 4,470 acres, brought an
aerial blitz of water and fire retardant
from tankers and helicopters that
stopped its advance.

Residents cleaned up the mess left
by the firefighting effort and felt
blessed that no serious damage was
done. Thefirecamewithin several feet
of somehomeslast week, but nostruc-
tureswere destroyed.

FORT BLACKMORE, Va. — Vir-
giniaGov. Jim Gilmorejoined hisWest
Virginiacounterpartinmakingapitch
for federal aid after visiting areasrav-
aged by another round of flooding.

Torrential downpours last week
swept away homes and bridgesin the
two states and killed two people.

On Tuesday, one day after touring
the ravaged areas, Gilmore requested
federal disaster assistance for nine
counties. Thefloodscaused about $12
millionindamagetoroadsand bridges

in southwest Virginia, according to
preliminary estimates.

Also Tuesday, President Bush ap-
provedWest VirginiaGov. BobWise's
request that two more counties be de-
clared federal disaster areas, bringing
to 24 the number of counties eligible
for federal aid.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — The viruslike
“Code Red” worm hasn’t reared its
head again yet, but federal officials
monitoring Internet traffic say they
won't know for sure that the Internet
clogger hasn’t returned until next
week.

The original Code Red worm took
seven daysto hit its stride, according
to Alan Paller, director of research at
the SANS Institute, acomputer secu-
rity think-tank.

“Wedon't know yet whether weare
safeand wewon’t know for sure until
seven dayspasswith nomajor disrup-
tions’ said Paller, whowashel pingthe
FBI monitor the Internet. “We never
expected to know whether therewasa
problem today.”

Government and private security
officialsmadealast-ditch effort Tues-
day to persuadelnternet siteoperators
toinoculatetheir computersagainstthe
Code Red worm.

Theworm can spread quickly with-
out humaninterventiononunprotected
Internet computer servers and threat-
enedto slow downWebtraffic. It does
not affect most home computers.

Themalicious program canonly be
stopped if enough Web site operators
install Microsoft's software patch,
which plugsthesecurity holetheworm

usesto attack.

WASHINGTON — The Environ-
mental Protection Agency has en-
dorsed a Clinton administration pro-
posal todredgePCBsfromtheHudson
River but plansto implement the plan
in stages, according to a New York
congressman.

The $460 million plan, one of the
largest dredging operations ever, is
opposed by General Electric Co.,
which would have to pay for most of
the cleanup.

GE discharged 1.3million poundsof
PCBsinto the northern Hudson River
from its capacitor plantsin Fort Ed-
ward and Hudson Falls until 1977,
whenthesubstancewasbanned by the
federal government.

The company spent millionsof dol-
larsonapublicrelationsblitzand lob-
byists to defeat the plan. The com-
pany’s chief executive, Jack Welch,
personally lobbied Environmental
Administrator Christie Whitman.

Rep. John Sweeney, R-N.Y., was
informedlate Tuesday by EPA officials
that Whitmanwassupportingtheplan,
said his spokesman, Kevin Madden.
But Whitman modified the Clinton
administration plansothat it wouldbe
phased in with stops along the way to
see how effective the dredging was,
Madden said.

WASHINGTON — A $7.5 hillion
package of special farm assistance
stalled in the Senate as Democrats
risked a presidentia veto rather than
giveintoWhite House demandsfor a
bill offering farmers $2 billion less.

The White House says $5.5 billion
isenough, givenrecentimprovements
intheagricultural economy.

President Bush pressed theissuein
aprivatemeeting Tuesday with Repub-
lican senators and later told reporters
hewantslawmakers*“tostay withinthe
limits of the budget.”

But in a party-line vote, the Senate
rejected, 52-48, a$5.5billion GOPal-
ternative identical to a measure that
passed the Housein June.

“We have to meet our needs,” said
theAgriculture Committee chairman,
Sen. Tom Harkin, D-lowa.

It was not clear when the Senate
wouldvoteonthe$7.5billionpackage
backed by Democrats. The Senatewas
expected to move on to other billsto-
day.

Senate Mgjority Leader Tom Das-
chle, D-S.D., said heisdetermined to
send Bush afinal version of the farm
measureby theend of thisweek, when
Congress is scheduled to begin its
monthlong August recess.

WASHINGTON — Senators say
they areclosingaloopholeinafederal
law meant to force insurers to cover
mental health conditionsasthey would
any other medical problem.

Sens. Paul Wellstone, D-Minn., and

EPA building

KANSASCITY, Kan. (AP) — The
federal Environmental Protection
Agency’sregional headquarters here
was evacuated Tuesday after a can of
pepper spray was accidentally set off,
said an EPA spokesman.

Employeescomplainedof eyeandnose
irritation, andasmall can of pepper spray
wasfoundonthebuilding'sfirstfloor, said
EPA spokesman DaleArmstrong.

A woman was taken by ambulance

Pete Domenici, R-N.M., want to up-
datea1996 bill that isset toexpirethis
fall. The act’s flaw, the senators said,
isthatit dictatesequal footingonly for
annual and lifetime benefits provided
patients. The new fix would prevent
health plans from limiting hospital
staysand doctors' visitsfor treatment
of mental health symptoms.

The legislation does not require
companiesto offer mental health cov-
erage as part of employee health ben-
efits.

Instead, compani esthat domust pro-
vide the same level of coverage for
mental health as they do for physical
health, from routine checkups to ma-
jor surgery. Insurers would have to
charge the same co-payments and
deductiblesfor either types of condi-
tions, whether influenzaor schizophre-
nia.

Sponsors said the original legisla-
tion was not as expansive because of
political considerations. The Senate
Health, Labor and Pensions Commit-
teeisset to vote on the new, expanded
version of the law today; supporters
expectedittoheadfor afull Senatevote
by the end of the session.

evacuated

toahospital, treated for exposuretothe
pepper spray and released, said a
spokeswoman for Overland Park Re-
gional Medical Center.

Armstrong said the agency did not
know who set thecan off. Theincident
isbeingtreated asan accident, hesaid.

Employees were told to return to
work Tuesday afternoon or Wednesday
after the building could be aired out,
Armstrong said.

Hays Medical Center
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