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commentary
from other pens...

Kansas a tough place
to attempt comeback

By John Hanna

Assoclated Press Writer

TOPEKA — Some Democratsweregiddy over theideathat former
Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman might run against Sen. Pat Rob-
ertsnext year and delighted in visions of an unexpectedly strong chal-
lengeto an entrenched incumbent.

Those Democratsshouldremember afact about Glickmanthat would
handicap acampaign. He'sahas-been.

Yes, he was the nation’s top agriculture official for six years under
President Clinton. And yes, he served 18 yearsinthe U.S. House, rep-
resenting the 4th Congressional District, centered on Wichita.

But akey wordinany description of himis“former.” Heleft theag-
riculture post because Clinton, afellow Democrat, left office. Hislast
racefor Congresswasin 1994, and helost it to Republican Todd Tiahrt.

Officialswho' veretired fromacareer inpoliticstypically don’t suc-
ceed when they attempt acomeback in Kansas.

“1 think once voters speak, it'shard to get themto reconsider,” said
Burdett Loomis, aUniversity of Kansas political scientist.

Early thismonth, Glickman described the possibility of hisrunning
against Roberts as remote. However, other Democrats said last week
he'smulling over theidea, cheering hisKansas party faithful withthe
possibility that Robertswon’t have an easy race.

History would be against Glickman, and not only because a Demo-
crat hasn’'t won a Senate seat since 1932. Kansas history isfilled with
examplesof failed comebacks.

Thetrend started withthestate’ sfirst governor, CharlesRobinson. A
Republican, he served onetwo-year term, surviving an impeachment
and attempt to remove him arising from afeud with Sen. JamesLane.

Hedidwinaseat intheK ansas Senatein 1872 asanindependent, but
votersremoved him from officein 1884, and helost racesasaDemo-
crat for Congressin 1886 and governor in 1890.

Thereare morerecent examples. In 1962, Republican EdArn, gov-
ernor in 1951-55, ran for the U.S. Senate but |ost the GOP nomination
to James Pearson. In 1968, former Gov. William Avery, defeated for
re-electionin 1966, | ost the Republican SenatenominationtoBob Dole.

Governorsbegan servingfour-year termsafter the 1974 el ection, and
Democrat John Carlin served two of them, starting in 1978. But after
four yearsout of office, heran again and narrowly lost the Democratic
primary to Joan Finney; helost a1994 racefor Congressaswell.

Finney, who died Saturday, didn’t seek re-election as governor in
1994, then ran for the U.S. Senate in 1996. Jill Docking captured 74
percent of thevoteintheDemocratic primary, despite Finney’ssix pre-
vious successful statewide campaigns.

It'shard to say why such atrend is so persistent in Kansas politics.
Governors, for example, make executive decisions and appointments
that anger various constituencies— over and over.

But L oomis suspectsthere’'sno general rule.

“1t may resolveitself down to abatch of individual circumstances,”
hesaid.

To besure, there are exceptions.

Democrat DennisMooreserved 12 yearsas Johnson County district
attorney but lost a close 1986 attorney general’s race to Republican
incumbent Bob Stephan. A dozen years|ater, Moore unseated Repub-
lican U.S. Rep. Vince Snowbarger in the 3rd Congressional District.

“1 don’t think you want to over-generalize, but you can say Kansans
areclearly leery of people coming back,” Loomissaid.

Democratshaveplenty of reasonsto see Glickman asastrong candi-
date, including ability to raise money and expertisewith agriculture.

But none of those reasons change the fact that he's a has-been and
that Kansas politicsisn’t kind to has-beens.

Correspondent John Hanna has covered Kansas politics for The
Associated Presssince 1987.
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Do Israel and Palestlne really want peace?

Wherearethesignsthat | srael wantspeacewith
the Palestinians?

Try toguessif anlsradli or Palestinian said this
last week, “No country canaffordtolivelikethis,
with its people being blackmailed, afraid to send
our childrento school. It can't goon. If it does,
wewill have no aternative but to gotowar!”

Okay whosaidthat? |sraeli?Palestinian? Ding!
Time'sup. It was Israeli Cabinet Minister Natan
Sharansky. But a Palestinian could have said it.
They look at the Israelis in the same way.
Sharansky had some other choice words for the
Palestinians.

“Wehaveto start awar to destroy all thisinfra-
structureandtokill all thosewho are sending ter-
rorists.”

If youwerePal estinian, doesthat soundlikels-
rael iseagerly preparingfor peace? Aren'tisrael’s
actions against the Palestinians already “ acts of
war?’

Reality plainly showsusboth sidescommit acts
of war and claim “ self-defense.” Thisgiveseach
carte blanche to attack the other side with impu-
nity. Both sides believe self-defense means “ ac-
tive" defense. WhodoestheUnited Statesgovern-
ment blame for the violence? To often Israel is
givengold-starsfor defending themsel ves, while
thePalestiniansaregiven swatsintheprincipa’s
office.

Isragli PrimeMinister Ariel Sharonsaidhecan’t
make adeal with Yassir Arafat, leader of the Pal-
estinian Liberation Organization, because, “1 don't
think you can make adeal with aterrorist organi-
zation.”
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What isthe solution? Kill Arafat? Blow up the
PL.O'sabilitiesfor command and control of their
people? If Arafat isremoved, it would open up a
whirlwind of more violence as local warlords
brawled to gain power and control.

Doesaweakened P.L.O help Israel ?1 think not.
Itwouldbeaquagmireworsethanthecurrent situ-
ation.

DoSomadliaor Beirutringabel| ?Arafatisal ready
trying to keep control of a Palestinian populace
splintered on how aggressivethey needto bewith
Israel. The Palestinian leader has eight different
armed groupsheisattemptingtokeepincheck. He
hasvery littleinfluence over at least four of these
groups, al of whichwantamoreactive, aggressive,
violent approach.

Israel placestheir agreeing to a cease-fire with
the Palestinianson Arafat stopping all violencein
the disputed territories. A big problem with this
simplistic view isthat Arafat hasno power to stop
al theviolence. Itwould beliketellingtheDenver
Police Department theonly way they get paidisto
stop al violent crimesin the Denver Metro area.
That obviously ishighly improbable, and not real -
istic.

Thelsragli planfor thisundeclared war appears
tobe: if noprogresscanbemadewithArafat, make

the situation worse by committing acts of war on
Palestiniansand claim self-defense.

With Prime Minister Sharon enjoying a 70 per-
cent approval rating, no changesin this*no peace
plan” areonthehorizon. Isragli mustknowArafat’s
hands are tied with his Palestinian populace, but
they continue to blameArafat for any violent acts
committed against Jewsinthedisputed areas. A poll
taken two weeks ago showed how little Arafat’s
Pal estinianstrust Sharonandthel sraglis. Arafat has
no support from his people for peace. The poll
showed 79 percent of Pal estiniansfavored continu-
ingtheholy war against Israel . Justasmost | sragli’s
believe Arafat is to blame and wants no part of
peace, most Palestinians have no faith in Prime
Minister Sharon.

Sharon’s position, agreed to by alarge majority
of Israelis, isthat I srael will not bargain under fire.
Sharonisthen ableto avoid making peace happen
by setting the bar for new bargaining sessions ex-
tremely high. Hethen cansay totheworldhe' stried
to work with the Palestinians, and that it's Arafat
who isthe problem. Hisvotersare behind him, sc
hewins.

But even people in Europe are now starting tc
guestionwhether or not Sharoniswillingtodowhat
needs to be done for alasting peace. Everyone
knowsaskingfor all violenceto stop beforeresum-
ing any talkswith Arafat isimpossible. Everyone
but America, that is. The United States continues
todeepwalk throughthisconflict, depending onthe
same old, tired and ineffective medicinesto try to
cureanincurable problem. Wakeup America. The
Israeli’ swant war and they are getting it.

The Iast time around

| have afriend who has never been ableto sus-
tain along-term relationship with anyone of the
fairer sex. (Hedoesn't call themthat.) He's actu-
aly never had any degreeof successwithwomen,
but asheages, | likehischances. Hedoesn't seeor
hear sowell asheusedto. He' salsolosing histeeth,
hishair and hisability to stay awake while some-
oneelseistalking. Hedoeseverythingslowly, and
he's generally turning into a pretty useless guy.
This puts him into the perfect position to find a
|asting relationship. Any woman who finds him
attractivein hiscurrent stateis obviously desper-
ate. Shemust want amanaroundthehouseso badly
that shewill accept thisreasonablefacsimile. She's
goingtostick by himalmaost nomatter what hesays
or does. Hedoesn't havetoworry aboutlosing his
looks; they’ realready adistant memory. Andwith
the loss of most of his hearing and eyesight, he
doesn’'t much carehow shelooksor what shesays.
Itwon’tbelonguntil we' rehearingwedding bells
— really loud wedding bells. So don't ever give
up. Thecloser you get to being dead, the easier it
getstofind alife partner.

HOMESICKNESS

Therewasagolf tournament at our clubacouple
of weeks ago but the weather intervened. There
were tornado warnings and heavy rain, and the
tournament wascall ed off aday or twoinadvance.
| had reason to drop by the club on the day of the
canceledtournament, andthediningroomwasfull
of oldgolfers. | asked oneof thestaff memberswhy
thoseguyswerethere, eventhoughthetournament
had been canceled. Sheanswered, “ Thesemenare
retired. They' renot allowedto stay home.” Now |
know you retired guysout there think you should
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be staying home with your wives al the time to
make up for theyearsyou spent neglecting them.
| would suggest you check with them first. They
may not be aslonely asyou imagine. It's not fair
foryoutobehangingaroundyour wifeall thetime.
Don't forget, she'sretired too.

AVERAGING OUT

Inbaseball thereareafew superstarswho make
millions of dollars, but they also havealot of av-
erage players— utility infielders, guyswho ride
thepine, warmbodies. Inbaseball, asinlife, there
arealot of benefitsto just being an average man.
For example

— When something goes horribly wrong, no-
body ever blamesyou.

— No oneistrying to take your job, and your
bossisconvinced that you' Il never takehis.

— When the phonerings, you can pretty much
assumethat it’s not important.

— People you went to school with don’'t try to
borrow money fromyou.

— Whenit’syour birthday, they don’ tannounce
your age on * Entertainment Tonight.”

— Nobody expects anything from you, which
givesyou completefreedomintheareasof ward-
robe and vehicle choice.

— Lifeisgood. You picked agreat country to
beaveragein.
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KILLINGTIMEWITH WORDS

| remember when | wasin school, | had booksto
readthat werepretty heavy doggingfor me. | wasn't
that interested in obscure mediaeval poetry or the
molecular structure of acetylene. A lot of the girls
in my class had the maturity to knuckle down and
wadethroughthematerial, assimilatetheinforma-
tionandachieveanexcellentgrade. | lackedall three
of those components. | thought the books were &
waste of timeand effort. Moreimportantly, it con-
vinced me that written material istedious and not
usually relevant. Just think, if my textbooks had
been more compelling, | would now read instruc-
tions.Andchancesaremy barbecuewouldstill have
alid.

QUOTE OF THE DAY: “Just because
somebody’ ssmarter thanyou doesn’t meanthey’ re
agenius.” — Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevisionseriesseenintheUnited Sateson PBS
and in Canada on the CBC Network, and the au-
thor of “ The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green
TalksCars: ALove Sory.”
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" OH, NOTHING — JUST CHECKING MY
E-MAIL AND DOING A NATURE THING
A LA LEWIS AND CLARK "




