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Saints and sinners: A different philosophy of ‘winning’

Vince Lombardi wasagreat football coach.
But his philosophy of life had agaping holein
it. Heisknown for having said “Winningisn't
the most important thing. Itistheonly thing.”

That view has done more to ruin our hopes
for happinessthan anything elsein theworld.

What makesit so insidiousisthat it sounds
soright. Ontheathleticfieldand elsewhere, we
aretold, itistheheat of competitionthat brings
out our best qualities. Jim and Ruth Deacoves
brought their children up believinginthespirit
of competition.

What they found wasthat gamesthat should
have been fun brought out the worst in their
children. Every game— whether itwasaboard
game or an athletic competition— ended ina
squabble. The older kids always won, which
encouraged the younger onesto cheat.

TheDeacovesdecided todevel op gamesthat

fostered cooperation, not rivalry. In one board
game called Harvest Time, players work to-
gether to plant and harvest gardens. In another
game, Beautiful Places, playersshareideason
how to eliminate overcrowded cities and pol-
lution.

The ideawas so successful — and so much
fun — that the Deacoves started a game busi-
ness called Family Pastimes.

Others are in on the secret. One night, |
walkedinthehouseandfoundmy parentsplay-
ing Scrabble. | noticed that when my mother
was stumped for aword, my father would ook
at her lettersto seeif he could think of aword
for her.

“That'snot how to play,” | said.

“Oh, other people havetold usthat, too,” re-
plied my father. “ But we help each other.” And
they havefun. They even keep scoreto seewho
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wins— notthat it makesany differencetothem.

But thebest exampleof how toplay thegame
of lifeisinastory by Rabbi Paysach Krohnin
“Chicken Soup for the Father’s Soul” (HCI,
2001).

A father had taken hislearning-disabled son
Shayato asoftball game. Duringthegame, the
boy asked if he could play.

Thefather put therequest to the members of
one of the teams. Since their team was|osing

by six runs and it was the eighth inning, they
agreed to let the boy play. What harm could it
do?

But then Shaya steamrallied. The potential
tying runwason basewhenit was Shaya sfirst
turnto bat.

What happened next wastruly wonderful.

The opposing pitcher moved in afew steps
so he could lob the ball in softly. Shaya swung
the bat clumsily and missed.

On the next pitch, he hit aslow ground ball
tothepitcher, whocouldeasily havethrownthe
ball to the first baseman, which would have
ended thegame.

Instead the pitcher took the ball and threw it
over thefirst baseman’s head. By thetimethe
right fielder had retrieved the ball and threw it
intotheinfield, Shayawasheadingtoward sec-
ond base.

A good throw to the second baseman woul o
have beaten Shaya to the bag and the game
would have been over.

But then another wonderful thing happened.

Theright fielder, whowasnow awareof what
was happening, threw the ball high over the
second baseman’shead.

“Shaya, runto third!” the playersfrom both
teamsyelled.

Asheran, the ball not only sailed over the
second baseman’s head but over the third
baseman’s head.

“Shaya, run home!” everybody was now
screaming. Shaya ran and stepped on home
plate. He had won the gamefor histeam.

The players on thelosing team that day hac
foundtheholeinVincelL ombardi’ sphilosophy.
It is not winning that is “the only thing.” It is
making someone el se'sday shine brighter.

American missionaries are competing for souls in Buddhist Mongolia

By Michael Kohn
Associated Press Writer

ULAN BATOR, Mongolia— Shaun
Rosemannand DrewWallacecall ittheir
“portafont.”

ThetwoyoungMormonmissionaries
took alongtheplasticbaptismal font, the
size of alarge bathtub, when they went
to rural Mongolialooking for soulsto
save.

Theclean-cut, blue-eyed pair arepart
of aninflux of foreign missionariesen-
gaged in astruggle to win believersin
thistraditionally Buddhist country of 2.4
million people.

For nearly ayear, thetwo missionar-
iestaught English by day and hel dweek-
end services in arented discotheque.
They filled the portafont and baptized
dozensof new Mongolian Mormonsby
immersing theminit.

“We had the servicesin the morning
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andwhenweleft, theroombecameabar
again,” said Rosemann, who hasmoved
back to the Mongolian capital of Ulan
Bator with Wallace to continue their
missionary work.

A decade has passed since the end of
70 years of officially atheist commu-
nism, and today visiting preachersfind
aready audience asMongolians search
for spiritual meaning amid worsening
poverty.

Seventeen U.S. Protestant mission
boards have 60 workersin Mongolia,
according to the new “Mission Hand-
book” from the Billy Graham Center at
Wheaton College in lllinois. No U.S.
Roman Catholicmissionariesarelisted.

More traditional Mongolians com-
plainthat foreign missionariesthreaten
their Buddhist traditions.

“We are worried that Mongoliawill
become a Christian country,” said
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Jamynsharaviin Ganzorig, one of 800
monks at Gandan Monastery, Mon-
golia'shiggest.

Western churches help the poor in a
society wherecommunist-erasocial ser-
viceshave collapsed.

“The missionaries give money and
food to poor people and draw them to
their church,” Ganzorigcharged. “ Some
mi ssionariesaregenerous, but most just
wanttoget members. Itishardtotell how
many arereal Christians, becausemany
just go to church so they can study
abroad.”

But a native evangelical Protestant
pastor, the Rev. Yadamdorjiin Bold of
the Crown of Love Church, calls Bud-
dhism a scourge that his homeland
should discard.

“Buddhism makes people lose their
motivation,” said Bold, 26. “Before
Buddhismcamewewerefiercewarriors
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and ruled many countries.”

Many Mongolian Buddhists are dis-
illusionedwithareligionthat hasmonks
chanting servicesinTibetan, atongueno
ordinary believersunderstand. Christian
pastors, by contrast, preach in Mongo-
lian.

Others have lost faith in monkswho
haveareputationfor drinkingandignor-
ing their vows of celibacy.

“They recitescripturesasabusiness,”
saidAdrianFeldman, anAustralian Bud-
dhist monk who istrying toteach Mon-
golianstheir forgotten traditional faith.

AnexceptionisBetub Danjai Choin-
khorlon Monastery, which maintains
strict discipline for its young class of
about 35monks. Itwasset upby aformer
Indian ambassador inatwo-story tradi-
tional buildingwithwhitewashed walls
and ornately painted wooden eaves.

PrimeMuinister Nambariin Enkhbayar

has endorsed this and other Buddhist
projects, including a planned Buddhist
TV station.” Inorder nottoloseouriden-
tity we need to keep the Buddhist tradi-
tions,” hesaid.

Amongthemost activeforeignwork-
ers are Mormons, members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. Thisdistinct faith, based in Salt
L ake City, Utah, isnow building afive-
story center in Ulan Bator.

“Satan’stemptationsare everywhere
in Mongolia,” said recent convert
Dolomjaviin Zogselmaa during a visit
by Wallaceand Rosemanntothecanvas
tent where shelivesin Ulan Bator.

“Myfamily joinedthechurchtoavoid
smoking, fighting and drinking,” she
said.

Wallace, 21, from Dallas, and Rose-
mann, 20, of Salt L ake City, spend their
daysvisitingMormon convertsat home.

Betweenvisits, they chat withtaxi driv-
ersand students, urging all to attend ser-
vicesat their downtown tabernacle.

Dressed in neatly pressed black suits
and wearing plastic name badges, the
missionaries attract curious questions.
Mongolian law does not allow them to
speak about religion unlessfirst asked.

“Therewardiswhenyouseeachange
in aperson. You see alight turn on and
youknow they foundtheloveof Godanc
Jesus Christ,” said Rosemann.

The Mormons hold Sunday services
next door to Feldman’ sBuddhi st center.
New membersare submergedin ablue
tiletub each Friday, addingtoacongre-
gation that has surpassed 2,000 mem-
bers.

“MongoliashouldbecomeaMormon
country,” said Sister Ankhtuya, aformer
Buddhist nunwho convertedthreeyears
ago after seeingamovieon Jesus life.
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of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street » Burlington, CO = (970) 664-2470
Sacrament Meeting. 9:30 am
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Sunday. Bible Study: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

Pastor: Matthew Delp
Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

Pastor: Bud Chester
Fifth & Center » 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
‘Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 6:00 am

Seventh Day Adventist Church
1160 Cattletrail
Pastor: Bobby Potter « 332-3956
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am

@ Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm n\j Il

,j Thursday: Night Bible Study: 7:00 pm .:

(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Loren Strait
Eighth & Arcade « 899-5233
Sunday: Worship Service: 9 am
Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,
Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men’s and Women’s Groups,
Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship
Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing
Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler
Nurseries Available

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman

il 899-3631 [
|| Pastor:. Rev. Carol Moore-Ramey ||
Sunday. Sunday School: 9:15 am

Worship Service: 10:30 am

Sonrise Christian Church L{j
Ninth & Caldwell » 899-5398
|| Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday. \Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm

Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm 3]
FF Emmanuel Lutheran Church %
13th & Sherman = 899-6161

|| Pastor: Scott Grimshaw ||

Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm

United Methodist Church

” Pastor: Leonard Cox
399-2468
Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10:15 am

P goodland Bible Church

|| 109 Willow Road = 899-6400
Pastor.

|| Sunday. Sunday School: 9:45 am

|| Morning Worship: 11 am

Evening Worship: 6 pm
Wednesday: Call for location
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g\_{ grace Fellowship Church q

| 104 E. Hwy 24 = 899-6423

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am

|| Pastor: Bob Snyder = Residence; 899-0134 II
I

|| Worship Service: 11 am

13th & Center
899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Adult Forum: Sunday : 8:30 am

Morning Prayer: 9:30 am 1st & 5th Sundays
9:30
2067 3]

Holy Eucharist: 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays:
Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-

L)‘_‘ Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am d
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La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
1601 Texas « 899-5275
Daily Prayer: Sunday thru

Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm

U{:

Pastor: Father Daryl Olmstead
307 W. 13th = 899-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 8 am and 9:30 am
Spanish Mass:

Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180 » 694-2807 « 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Jim Cress
899-5784
Sunday:. \Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am

good Samaritan Center
h 208 W. 2nd

Koons Funeral Chapel
North Main

golden Wheat Ranch
Office 110 E. 11th

goodland Daily News
1205 Main

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:
‘Topside Office Products, Inc.

1110 Main il




