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Russian court approved parole for American scholar

By The Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

ROSSOSH, Russia— A Russian
court today approved the parole of
John Tobin, an American Fulbright
scholar servingaone-year sentenceon
drug charges, clearing theway for his
early release, JudgeBorisGladkosaid.

Gladko told The Associated Press
that Tobin could be released later to-
day. He said the court was preparing
documents needed by the prison ad-
ministration. Tobinbecameeligiblefor
parole Thursday, the halfway point of
his high-profile sentence, and the pa-
roleboard unanimously recommended
rel ease, satisfied by hisbehavior at the
prisoninthesoutherntown of Rossosh.

Tobin, a24-year-oldfrom Connecti-
cut, was arrested in January amid
strainedU.S.-Russianrel ations, which
were exacerbated by Federal Security
Serviceclaimsthat Tobinwasaspy in
training. No espionage charges were
filed, however, and Tobin said hewas
framed onthedrug chargesbecausehe
refused to work for Russian intelli-
gence.

Tobin, who was doing political sci-
enceresearch in Voronezh, about 300
milessouth of Moscow, wasconvicted
in April of obtaining, possessing and
distributing marijuana and sentenced
to 37 monthsin prison. Later, ahigher
court overturned the distribution con-
victionand reduced thesentencetoone
year.

VIEQUES, Puerto Rico — U.S.
Navy security personnel fired rubber
bullets and tear gas at acrowd of pro-
testers and journalists on Viequesis-
land, sparking debate over the
military’slatest useof forceanditsre-

ap news capsules

sumption of maneuvers on the outly-
ing Puerto Ricanisland.

The Navy said protesters were try-
ing to break into arestricted area on
Thursday night so security personnel
fired tear gas, bean bags and rubber
bulletsto dispersethecrowd. Thepro-
jectiles were fired only after the pro-
testers fired a flare toward the base,
shined bright lightsat the officersand
tried to break into thefence, the Navy
said.

Tomas van Houtryve, a photogra-
pher for TheAssociated Press, washit
inthearm by arubber bullet asheran
away from guardsfiring tear gas. Van
Houtryve said the protesters only
shook thefenceandyelled at theNavy
when security personnel fired aflare,
canistersof tear gasand thenthreerub-
ber bullets at the fleeing crowd.

“Therewerepeoplecuttingthefence
(on the range), throwing rocks at the
security forceand vehicles, and push-
ing on the fence,” said Navy spokes-
woman, Lt. Cmdr. Katherine Goode.
“As aresult the security forces per-
ceived this as threat to harm military
personnel.”

But accordingtoVanHoutryve, pro-
testersdidn’t have any toolsto cut the
fence and didn’t fire any flares. Pho-
tographers did use bright flashes to
takepictures, hesaid. Goodedeclined
comment when asked about the con-
flicting report.

NATIONAL

ATLANTA — A strip club owner
who prosecutorssaid prostituted danc-
ersto star athletesto raise the profile
of his business has agreed to athree-

year prison term under a deal that al-
lowssome of hisformer employeesto
remain free.

Gold Club owner Steve Kaplan
agreed to the plea bargain Thursday
after more than three months of testi-
mony in hisfederal racketeering trial
that provided aglimpseinto the high-
profileAtlantastrip club.

Kaplan, whose net worth has been
estimated around $50 million, agreed
to the deal becauseit helped keep the
others out of prison, particularly
former dancer Jacklyn Bush, asingle
mother with three daughters, attorney
Steve Sadow said.

Kaplan, 42, also agreed to pay a$5
million fine and turn over the club to
the federal government, plus pay res-
titution to some customers.

TheGold Club, oneof themost prof-
itable strip clubsinthe nation, will be
shuttered for good within the next
week, prosecutors said.

Prosecutorspai nted Kaplanasastar-
struck profiteer who cheated custom-
ers and funneled club profits to the
Gambinocrimefamily. Heandtheoth-
ers were charged with obstruction,
credit card fraud, loan sharking, pros-
titution and other crimes.

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL
PARK, Wyo. — Firefighters strug-
glingtotamea2,300-acrewil dfirethat
closed the park’s east entrance faced
the prospect of even moredry weather
and erratic wind.

Fire information officer Sarah
Gracey said thewind could push em-
bers up to ahalf-mile east of thefire,

Kirk bank workers held at gunpoint

By Karen Krien
The St. Francis Herald

KIRK, Colo. — Three employees
and one customer of theFirst National
Bank at Kirk, Colo., wereheld at gun-
point while the bank was robbed last
week.

Larry McCants, president of the
First National Bank in Goodland, said
that twowhitemen cameinto thebank
last Thursday and qui ckly took money,
though he wouldn’t say how much.

Some of those present were bound,
but M cCants said that none of theem-

ployees nor the lone customer were
hurt.

“Most important was the fact that
nobody was injured,” he said. “The
peoplearejust fine.”

McCants said that employees are
trained in what to do in the case of a
robbery and they followed the proce-
dures.

Tom Keller, a St. Francis resident
and president of theKirk bank, wasto
leave for his son’s wedding that
evening but the activities delayed his
departure until the next day.

The caseisunder investigation and
M cCantslaw enforcement officersare
working on several leads.

“1 thought the Yuma County
Sheriff’s department and Colorado
Bureau of Investigation officersdidan
outstanding job in responding and
workingthecase,” ssaidMcCants.“ The
support of the Kirk people has also
been great.”

Thebank opened Monday morning
for businessasusual.

Kirk isabout 60 mileswest of St.
Francis.

which was being fought by morethan
800firefightersand 11 water-dropping
helicopters|late Thursday.

“Thisfirereally hasthe potential to
become quitelarge,” shesaid.

Employee housing inside the park
and the historic Pahaska Tepee resort
just outside the gate remained threat-
ened by thefire, shesaid.

“What makesthisfiresodifficultis
theinaccessibility, thesteepterrain, the
winds and thewind patterns,” firein-
formation officer Bobby Kitchens
said.

Wind hashindered the use of tanker
planesontheblaze, Kitchenssaid. Two
morewater-dropping helicopterswere
expected to arrive today.

MIAMI — Twenty-two Cubansres-
cued after their speedboat capsizedand
sank onanill-fated attempttoreachthe
United Stateswerehanded over today
toimmigration officialsin Florida.

Two of them face charges of smug-
gling illegal immigrants, the Coast
Guard said. The rest are considered

witnesses against the accused smug-
glersand will beallowedtoremainin
theUnited Statesafter they testify, said
an Immigration and Naturalization
Service official who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The Coast Guard ship carrying the
survivors arrived early today in Key
West, said Lt. j.g. Sarah Felger. The
twoalleged smugglersweretobetaken
into custody by theU.S. Border Patrol,
Petty Officer Mike Brock said.

The Coast Guard ended its search
late Thursday for awoman and three
children presumed dead after thesink-
ing of the speedboat 17 miles off Key
West on Wednesday. Two others also
drowned.

The INS official said the accused
smugglers could be charged in the
deaths.

The witnesses and alleged smug-
glershad been held on a Coast Guard
cutter. The witnesses will be taken to
the Krome Detention Center near Mi-
ami, a guarded facility whereillegal
immigrants are held until their cases

areresolved, Brock said.
WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Russia might
share defense plans with the Unitec
Statesand buy American missiletech-
nology if anew strategicframework s
worked outintalksthat openinWash-
ington next week, President Bush’s
national security adviser says.

Even membership in NATO is not
ruled out, CondoleezzaRicesaidinan
Associated Pressinterview assheout-
lined the Bush administration’s con-
cept for converting a relationship
rooted in Cold War hostility to one
based on friendly cooperation.

“1 amhopeful therecanbeanew day
with Russia,” Ricesaid. “Wearetalk-
ing about abigger issue than what we
do about missile defenses and strate-
gic weapons.”

In the talks next Tuesday and
Wednesday and subsequent roundsin
Moscow andNew York, “They will see
we have laid out for Russia and most
of the world a path of cooperation,”
Rice said Thursday.

Sign up for Scouts available at fair

Cub Scout Pack 142 in Goodland
will have a booth at the Northwest
KansasDistrict FreeFair next week to
provide information on the organiza-
tion and sign up new scouts and lead-
ers.

The booth will be at the pavilion at
the Sherman County Fairgrounds on
Monday through Saturday.

The Scouts, whichare betweenfirst

8457

Pre Entry Fee

andfifthgrades, start asTigers, work-
ing their way through the Wolf, Bear
andWeblolevels, until they becomea
Boy Scout. Tigers attend Cub Scout
meetingswith aparent.
Activitiesincludewoodworking,
making boomerangs, making Pin-
ewood Derby carsand racing them,
holding a carnival and the bicycle
rodeo, camping, day camps, artsand

$50% -
Deadline August 8

crafts, archery, bowling, selling
popcorn and helping in the commu-
nity.

The Cub Master is Chad Vinar and
leadersinclude Wolf Den 1, Rick anc
Monica Stramel; Wolf Den 2, Bill
Fulcher and Jim Gillespie; Bear Den,
BrandonTerry; Weblofirstyear, Marty
and Stacey Dinkle; and second year,
DennisFyfeand Troy Smith.

Fee at the Gate

Admission:

Kids up to 5 yrs. old - FREE!
6 to 11 yrs. old - $2%°

12 & up - $5%°

Friday, August 10, 2001
7:30 p.m.

Sherman County Fairgrounds

Pit Gates Open at 5:00 p.m.
Pit Passes - $15.%
We welcome all car entries!

“Bring the family and enjoy an evening of fun!!!”

WELCOME NEIGHBORS

To the Top 4-A High School Reunion in Kansas.
L ook with pleasure on the many road improvements.
Residents have worked for years for this to take place.
Be proud of your Local, State and Federal Governments

to improve a Community with vigor.

Have the best day of your life.
John Golden




