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from other pens...

Governor’s gather
In shadow of economy

By Will Lester

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Public discussions planned for the summer
meeting of the nation’s governorswill cover the usual: urban sprawl,
education, Medicaid. But aleading topic of their private sessionsis
certain to bethe slowing national economy.

Thesd owdown hascomplicated every functioninastatehouse, from
bal ancing abudget to running astate to running for re-election.

“1 advise my friends, if you want to be governor, do it while the
economy’sgood,” said K entucky’sDemocratic governor, Paul Patton.
“When the economy’sslowing down, it takesalot of thefun out of it.”

Many of thesegovernorshavenot had to run astateduring tight eco-
nomic timesand arejust now learning the stresses of budget cutting.

“Inoneway or ancther, thismeeting rel atesto theeconomy, whether
it'sbudget cutsor looking for moreinnovations,” said Nebraska Gov.
Mike Johanns, aRepublican. “ Thefirst governors meeting | went to,
the economy wasn't even talked about. They weretalking about edu-
cation.”

Thegovernorswill gather in Providence, R.I. from Saturday through
Tuesday for theNational GovernorsAssociationsummer meeting. The
National GovernorsA ssociationeventsusually takeonabipartisantone,
but both Republican and Democratic governors will meet separately
thefirst day to air their problems.

All thegovernorsare aware of the economy’sdownturn, but Demo-
cratsand Republicanswill offer very different perspectivesonwhat the
money crunch meansfor their states.

Democrats plan to open the meeting by criticizing Bush’s plansfor
setting new school testing requirementsthat will cost thestatesmoney.

“There' safair amount of resentment among thegovernors—though
Republicanswon't admit it — about the unfunded mandate of school
testing,” said Vermont Gov. Howard Dean, aDemocrat. “ That will cost
us many hundreds of millionsof dollarsfor thetesting.”

Economic worries will be the “ subtext of the meeting,” Dean said.
“We'reall startingtolose manufacturingjobs. We'reall startingto see
erosioninour Medicaid budgets. Southern and Midwesterngovernors
haveal ready seen significant shortfalls— that kind of austerity isstart-
ing to creep into the Northeast.”

Some states, like Maryland, have yet to feel the pinch, said Mary-
land Gov. Parris Glendening, NGA chairman and a Democrat.

“There' sconcernabout theeconomy, but theeffect hasbeenuneven,”
Glendeningsaid. “ Someof the Southern statesandindustrial statesare
having problems, but in anumber of states, the economy isstill quite
strong. Our revenues are exceeding projectionsfrom last year.”

Democrats say the combination of the slower economy and tax cuts
makeit harder for thefederal government to hel ptroubled statesinthe
most pressing problem areaslike M edi caid funding, special education
and the new school testing proposals now before Congress.

“Ultimately it givesincumbent governors achanceto show they’'re
leaders,” said PennsylvaniaGov. Tom Ridge, chairman of the Repub-
lican GovernorsAssociation. “1t'sonethingtolead and governintime
of plenty and another thing when they slow down.”

Budget shortfallswereaproblemin athird of statesduring this past
year, said areport released this week by the National Conference on
State L egid atures. Twenty stateshad to either tap reserves, cut spend-
ing, increasetaxesor delay purchases.

“We just finished our state budget,” said Wisconsin Gov. Scott
McCallum, a Republican. “I’ ve got this month to make decisions on
what | will veto.”

“Thegquestion now ishow to deal with some of thethingstheL egis-
laturedid,” hesaid. “How closedo | cut it? How closedo | play this,
anticipating an upturn in the economy?’

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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Sharing ‘words

| don’t know about you, but | liketoread, and |
am continually finding “words of wisdom” and
“nuggets of gold” that just beg to be shared.

Sincel havevery little “ storage space” left for

remembering them, | cut them out, hoping fora |-

timewhen | can communicatetheminsomeman-
ner.

Today, I’ d liketo share some of them with you
readers.

1) Rod Steiger: “ Successmeanscontrol lingyour
owntime. If you can gain control over 60 percent
of thetimeinyour life, you arereally successful.
Timeisthemostimportant currency, but onceyou
spendit, man, it’'sgone.” (Anditgoesfaster every
singleyear.)

2) Jim Scancarelli: “ A sharp tongue sometimes
cutsitsown throat.”

3) Japaneseproverb: “ Onekindwordcanwarm
three winter months.” (And amean one can per-
manently chill the spirit.)

4) George Bush: “Don’t confuse being ‘ soft’
with seeing the other guy’s point of view.”

5) Unknown: “Don’t frown, becauseyou never
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know who'sfalling in lovewith your smile.”

6) Unknown: “If you judge people, you haveno
timetolovethem.” (How truel)

7) Plato: “ Bekind, for everyoneyou meetisfight-
ing a harder battle.” (Most of our problems are
bearable becausethey didn’t all fall onusat once.
Would you like to switch problems with those of
your neighbor?)

8) Unknown: “Enthusiasm is contagious. You
could start an epidemic!”

9) Unknown: “ It takesaminuteto have acrush
onsomeone, an hour to like someone, and aday to
lovesomeone, butittakesalifetimetoforget some-
one.” (Whether it wasafriend or an enemy.)

10) Andy Rooney: “1’ve learned that the Lord
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didn'tdoit al in one day. What makes methink |
can?’ (I confess! | don’t even try any more.)

11) George Washington: “ Associate yourself
with men of good quality if you esteem your own
reputation. It isbetter to be alonethan in bad com-
pany.” (A word especially to the wiseteenager!)

12) Solomon: “Asiron sharpensiron, so aman
sharpensthe countenance of hisfriend.”

13) Unknown: “May you haveenough happiness
to make you sweet, enough trials to make you
strong, enough sorrow to keep you human, enough
hope to make you happy.”

14) Unknown: “Thebrightest futurewill always
be based on aforgotten past; you can’'t go on well
inlifeuntil youlet goof your past failuresand heart-
aches.”

Hopeyou havegiven some seriousthought, bro-
ken out in a smile or thought of someone else as
you' veread these quotes.

Don’'t youwishyou’ d have said most of them?

If you have commentsor ideasfor Lorna please
write to her by e-mail at <lornagt@nwkansas-
.com>

Even a poor day fishing is a good day on the river

Thisisafish story for Duane, who sometimes
drivesall night to find atrout stream.

My first evening on the creek last week was
pretty much as good as it gets. In less than two
hours, | caught adozen fish, using abarblessNo.
16fly.

It's easier to unhook fish with a barbless fly,
though alittle harder to land them. But | was put-
ting half of them back anyway.

| took upfly fishingwhen| realized bait fishing
was way too easy, at least for trout. If you pull a
fish from every hole, you get to the limit pretty
quick.Anditoccurredtomeit wastimeontheriver
that | needed.

After | firstmovedto Colorado, afriendtook the
time to teach me how to fish with adry fly. He
loanedmeanoldpair of boots(they leaked somuch
that they let in more water than they kept out, |
think, but he still wanted them back) and took me
out on the creek.

He picked a spot just a mile from town where
everyoneknew therewerenofish, and he showed
mehow topopaflyintoaholeandletif float around
until atrout exploded out of the water to grab it.
Or somedays, maybejust nibbled at it.

| learned alot that month. He was patient and
persevering. Howtocast. Howtofollow afly. How
towatchfor astrikeand how to set ahook. How to
sneak uponthefish. Andhowtofool them. Hetold
metobesuremy flieshad somethingwhiteonthem
soyou canfollow them. And hetold metolosemy
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clunky old fly rod and get agood one.

I’ venever touched awormor asalmoneggsince.

| found fly fishing is the ultimate relaxation.
Whenyou are standing in the middle of astream,
water rippling around your boots, tryingtofollow
aquarter-inch speck onthewater, you can'tworry
about much else. You can’'t worry at al.

Somedays, | needthat. But last week wasatest.

If that first night wasgreat, the next week or so
was not. The next three nightsit rained. | went to
the canyon acouple of times, but never got out of
the car. | decided to gointhemorning, beforethe
rain, and that worked OK, though by midday the
trouts' paceof feeding slowsdownalot.

The second day on the creek, | thought things
weregood. | caught fishonmy firstfour casts, and
one of them was a monster German brown that
measured 14 inches, big for acreek. Real big.

I hooked a dozen fish, throwing most of them
back. Butwhen| sat downtochangemyfly, | found
my pocket empty. They had fallen out, thewhole
dozen| had bought that day. Noproblem, | thought,
| have acouple of old onesin my fly wallet.

| lost both of them while trying to tie them on,
though, and had to put the wet one back on. It was
anelk-hair caddisthat wasso beat-up thehacklewas
falling apart. | never had another bite, but it didn’t
rain. The day was beautiful.

Thenext day, it rained for anhour inthemorning
beforel couldstart fishing. | had my friend Earnest
with me, so | wasn’t bored. Fishing was OK, but
when the sun came out, the bites stopped.

Next day, | was fishing along the creek where
everyoneknowstherearenofish, doing pretty well,
when | stumbled and reached out for the rock be-
side me. A 40-pound chunk came loose, bounced
off my chest and stripped thereel right off my pole.
I wound up on my butt in the creek, my polein
pieces. That wasit for that day.

Sofar, I'dlost $12 worth of flies, broke my pole
and bruised my chest. I’ d been wet and spent more
time watching the water than catching fish. So of
course, | went back out the next day.

Back at the fly shop, getting my polefixed, the
game warden and | agreed, any time spent on the
riverisgoodtime. Theworst day isstill pretty good.

Andthat night, standinginthecreek, listeningto
thewater rush around my boots, | looked upto the
cliffs above, where the evening sun cast a bright,
yellow-orange, light on the highest outcrops.

| had enough fish for dinner, put several more
back. In another day, | would beback at work. But
that night, I wasfar fromtheworsttimeontheriver.
Far, far from theworst.

Inconvenience of iImprovement will end

To the Editor,

I wouldliketo commend Schyler Goodwinand
Mitch Hixson for moving to Goodland and want-
ing to make a positive difference in our commu-
nity. Obviously, others could take a lesson from
their fine, young example.

If I was Mitch or Schyler and | came to Good-
land to make a difference and then opened the
“hometown” newspaper and readtherecent | etters
to the editor, | would run asfast as| could out of
town.

Itisnottheso called “goonsand ragheads’ that
arechasing peopleout of thiscommunity. Itisthe
negativeand pessimistic peoplewho arenot will-
ing to get involvedtotry to makeit abetter place
forall.

Weareall inconvenienced by therecent closing
of roadsand streets, but itisnot thecity or county
commissionerswhohadany control overthis. The
state and the contractor are the ones responsible
for theclosing dates. If youwill recall, at thetime
of the public meetings on the road construction,
the city manager and the chamber were both
present at those meetings and asked that all con-
struction not be done at the sametime. Both were
concerned that all entrances would be closed al
at once. The state made thefinal decisionin spite
of those requests and paid no attention to those
requests.

My father wasavery smart and wiseman. Asa

from our
readers

® to the editor

child, he taught me that if something was not the
way | felt it should be or something waswrong, |
should get involved to fix it or shut up.

Itistimewework together to make Goodland a
better place. If you don’t liketheway theso called
“goons and ragheads” are doing things, then get
involved, attend a meeting, talk to your city and
county leaders, or better yet get your name on a
ballot to do “ something better.”

Thecity and county commissioners are elected
by the peopleto represent al the people, whether
you voted for them or not. Whenwasthelast time
youtalkedtoyour city or county leadersabout your
concerns?

| challenge al of you negative and pessimistic
peopleto striveto “make adifference.”

We would probably have a greater chance of
getting new businesses and young peopleto town
if we had recreational, cultural, and educational
activities as well as excellent streets, hospital,
schools and a positive attitude from the commu-
nity to draw such people and busi nessesto town.

Such things all come with apricetag. | support
Goodland and I know we cannot have good things
without having some inconveniences first and &
pricetag attached to it.

The highway will be excellent when compl eted
and the entrances into Goodland will be greatly
improved and | will put upwith theinconvenience
to have something nicewhenitisdone.

Schyler and Mitch, you go, guys! | support your
effortsand | know many other positive folks sup-
port you aswell! Your will and desire will make a
difference. Don'tletthenegativeattitudesscareyou
off.

Kathy A. Russell

Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten if possible, and should include a
telephone number and, most importantly, asig-
nature. Unsigned letters will not be published.
Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or consid-
ered offensive. We reserve the right to edit let-
ters for length and good taste. We encourage
letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail to:
<daily@nwkansas.com>.




