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from other pens...

Presidents need place
to look forward to

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

CRAWFORD, Texas(AP) — GeorgeW. Bush, aself-styled “wind-
shield rancher,” ishome on the range, seeking the out-of-Washington
perspective most presidents have pursued since the presidency began.

Somefounditinafishrisinginbluewatersor inthesight of asmall
white ball arching over along green fairway.

Otherstook their vacation from the Oval Office behind thewheel of
asailboat off abreezy coast. Othersfoundthesamethingintherattleof
poker chipsandthestoriesfriendstell each other over acardtabledeep
into along summer night.

Theodore Roosevelt hunted. John Kennedy sailed. Harry Truman
played poker. William Howard Taft, Dwight Eisenhower, GeorgeH.W.
Bush and Bill Clinton golfed. Ronald Reagan enjoyed his California
ranch so much he rode horses and cut brush there for 335 days of his
eight-year presidency.

Some presidents, much like the current one, just return to the com-
forts of home — homes with names like Mount Vernon, Monticello,
Montpelier, Sagamore Hill, Hyde Park and the LBJ Ranch.

Thecurrent president’ sfather gall oped through hisvacationsat Wal -
ker’sPoint, theBushfamily’soceansidecompoundat K ennebunkport,
Maine. He golfed, fished, threw horseshoes and bounced and rattled
over thewaves on hishigh-power speedboat.

His son relaxes at his spread in central Texas, while ignoring the
August heat that can push well beyond the 100-degree mark.

“The heat doesn’t bother meintheleast,” hesaid last year.

His new ranch house, however, employs two breezeways to make
maximum use of whatever cooling wind comesto hand.

Theranch, the president says, is“aplaceto look forward to.”

“It givesmealot of balance; | relax out here (and) it doeshelp give
you perspective,” Bush said during abreak from his 2000 campaign.

Althoughtheplacehasthehorsesnecessary for aproper Texasranch,
Bush doesn’t necessarily ridethem.

“I"'mwhat they call awindshield rancher,” Bush said last year ashe
slipped behind the wheel of an all-terrain vehicleto lead a convoy of
reportersthrough someof the seven canyonsontheproperty andalong
awinding tributary of the Middle Bosque River.

But Bush hasalready discovered, asall chief executivesdo, “thejob
seemsto follow you around” with briefings and urgent messages and
international phonecalls. During hismonth on theranch he plansfour
tripsaround the country to keep hisname before the public.

Bill Clinton’s White House vacations generally followed the golf
course, with an occasional celebrity sail off the Massachusettsisland
of Martha'sVineyard followed by leisurely dinners out and perhapsa
walk to anice cream shop.

Anditwasto Martha'sVineyard that Clinton, hiswife, Hillary, and
their daughter, Chelsea, came after the president’s televised speech
acknowledging an inappropriate relationship with aformer intern.

Then came an event the president insisted was entirely unplanned.

Switching from vacation éttire, Clinton appeared beforereportersin
adark suit to announce he had just ordered U.S. forces to strike sus-
pected terrorist facilities in Afghanistan and Sudan in retaliation for
bombings of American embassiesin Africa.

Notall presidential vacationshavebeenthat dramatic. But many have
produced news, sometimesimmediately, sometimesyearsafter thefact.

CalvinCoolidgejoltedreportersaccompanying himintheBlack Hills
of South Dakotaduring the summer of 1927 by handing typed slips of
paper reading: “| do not chooseto runfor president in 1928.”

Grover Cleveland used a vacation getaway in 1893 to give escape
fromreportersand schedul esecret surgery toremoveacancer fromhis
mouth. The presidential operation stayed secret for decades.

EDITOR SNOTE: Lawrence L. Knutson has reported on Wash-
ington's history and presidential vacationsfor morethan 30 years.
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You get further When you try using reason

It'sall inyour approach.

When my boss or a co-worker approaches me
inademanding, angry, critical way, they usually
get asimilar response, and vice versa.

| may dowhat they ask, but I’ mnot happy about
it and that ultimately affects my work.

| don’'t want to act that way and it’shard to ad-
mit | do, but | think it'sonly human nature.

On the other hand, when someone approaches
me with a calm, understanding demeanor and
says, “| realize you're busy, but...” | tend to be
more cooperative.

Again, | think it'sonly human nature.

That’swhy | can’t seehow writing angry, hurt-
ful letters directed at city or county officialsis

End preside

WASHINGTON — L et’sendthetwo-termlimit
on presidents, and let'sdo it quickly.

With Bill Clinton out-polling GeorgeW. Bush,
why should the American people be denied their
choice of chief executive? Why should a 22nd
Amendment passed by Republicans to get even
with Franklin Roosevelt stop 21st-century Ameri-
cansfrom having the president wewant?

Just look at the mediajamboree attending Bill
Clinton’s return to the spotlight. All he did was
openanofficeinHarlem, anditwaslikeNapoleon
just back from Elba, kissing theflag of France.

It's called democracy. People like leaderswho
area) full of optimism andloveof country, and b)
don’'t think they’ re better than us.

By that standard, Bill Clinton certainly flunked
a couple of second-term exams. He abused the
officeof thepresident onany number of occasions,
fromMardi Gras-stylefundraisingintheLincoln
Bedroom to weird transactions with Monica be-
hind the Oval Office. Hetried making serfsof the
American people by lying to our faces. Then he
kissed hiscontributorswithabillion-dollar pardon
toMarcRich.

But noonedoubtsthat thisguy lovesnotjust the
concept of America, but its nitty-gritty reality.
Nobody has ever loved the crowds like this guy.
Nobody, not even hisworst enemy, can claimthat
Bill Clinton thinkshe’smorally or culturally bet-
ter thanus. Thisguy isMTYV all theway.

That’swhy hewontwiceandwhy people—I'm
not just talking about Harlem—would loveto see
him back inthe saddle.

For Clinton to run again for president, we need
toridthe Constitution of that nasty, let’s-get-even
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goingto get anything accomplishedin Goodland.

Many peoplehereareangry and frustrated with
decisions city officials have made, and have ex-
pressed those feelingsin letters they send to the

newspaper.
They’ve said they’ re angry over the road clo-

suresthat have hurt businesses, the proposed 7.5

ntial term

chris
matthews

® commentary

amendment the Republicansjammed through af -
ter World Wer 11. Just asthe British thanked Win-
ston Churchill forwinningthewar by dumpinghim
asprimeminister thefirst election after V-E Day,
theAmericanspaidtributeto FDR by making sure
that nooneel segot torepeat his4-Orecordinpresi-
dential elections.

You might have made a case for the 22nd back
inthelate1940s. But that wasbefore TV — atime
when a president could hide his paralysisin the
beginningand hisfailing healthtowardtheend. We
can certainly agree that the man who met with
Stalin at Yaltain February 1945 had the same
strength of body astheleader whofought for Lend-
Leaseor rallied the country after Pearl Harbor.

Doesanyonethink that kind of cover-upwould
work inthedaysof cabletelevision?Thanksto 24-
7 TV, we have our presidents on camera continu-
aly. That'sif they want to be on camera. If they
don’t, we notice that, too.

Ending the two-term ban is a very libertarian
idea. “If you want to vote for someone, we
shouldn’'t have arule that tells them they can’t.”
That'swhat Ronald Reagan said about the 22nd:
“Thereareplenty of safeguardsagainst the power
of the presidency that would prevent him from
becoming alifetime monarch.”

percenttax increasefor “ unnecessary” services, the
giant sunflower that“ servesno purpose” and other
things.

In someways, their anger and frustrationisjus-
tifiable, but I think their approachiswrong.

Calling city officials, who | believe generally
haveresidents’ best interestsat heart, “rag heads’
and“goons’ canonly makemattersworseandcre-
atedivision.

Saying, “| understand you' reworking hard and
doingwhat youthinkisright, but...” would elicit a
cooperativeresponseand get moreaccomplished.

Plus, it'sjust alot nicer.

No one likes dealing with someone who is an-
gry and critical. It'shuman nature.

limits!

Liberal historian Arthur Schlesinger agrees.
“Nothing makesapresi dent moreattentiveto popu-
lar needs and concernsthan the desirefor re-elec-
tion.”

Though Reagan never wanted athirdterm, | can
think of another popular president who could have
made good use of one: Dwight Eisenhower.

| doubt this great sol dier-statesman would have
put 500,000 American troopsinto Vietham. Here-
fused to bail out the French in the early *50s. He
wouldhaverefusedtoget stuck thereourselveshad
he still been running thingsin the early ' 60s. The
great thing about having received the Nazi surren-
deristhat youdon’thaveproveyour military prow-
ess.

Asfor Clinton, | voted for him twiceandwish |
hadn’t thesecondtime, but think thiscountry could
stand ajolt of puredemocracy right now.

For that, parties need to have their best players
onthefield. And so doesthe country. | don’t know
about you, but | could live without another Bush-
Gorego-at-’ em.

Wecankill that nightmareright now. Wecanend
the two-term limit. We can rid the Constitution of
this petty little provision. We can let the people
decide whom they want as president.

Andthebeauty of theamendment processisthat
itdoesn'trequirethepresident’ ssignature, although
it would be fascinating to hear what he thought of
theidea.

ChrisMatthews, anationally syndicated col unm-
nist for the San Francisco Chronicle, is host of
“Hardball” on CNBCand MS\BC cablechannels.
The 1999 edition of “ Hardball” was published by
Touchstone Books.

Negative letters cost us new business

To the Editor:

| cannot resist answering Kathy Miller’s letter
totheeditor onJuly 31. If youarethat unhappy with
Goodland, maybe you should moveto Edson.

Itisobviousthat you arefrustrated with every-
thing and everyone. In the fifty yearsthat | have
known Jim Petracich he has always enjoyed writ-
ing lettersto the editor to seewhat will happen.

No matter what you think of the City of Good-
land’sgoverningbody, itisshallow foryouandJim
tocal al public servants“ goonsand rag heads.”

| don’'t agree with everything that happensin
Goodland and Sherman County. However, every
negative letter to the editor that vents one’s anger
and bitterness chases away one more prospective
businessfrom comingto Goodland. Don'tyouever
think that they don’t read the paper. | sthat what you
hopeto accomplish?

Itisunfortunate that the Kansas Department of
Transportation’simprovementsin road construc-
tionandthecity improvementscumulatedinasum-
mer of heat and frustration. It will al be finished
soon.

Max Alderman

Rural Goodland

To the Editor:

| havelived in Goodland for the last 23 years. |
likeit here, and that’swhy I’ m speaking up.

Some of our city dads and leaders, namely the
Chamber of Commerce, seem to think it is better
toprotectthebusinessof afewonMain Street. This
comesat theexpenseof other businessintown.We
have chased potential business away to keep our

from our
readers

® to the editor

“littletown” image. | doubtwe' |l ever losethat, and
if thingskeepgoingatthisratewe' || beevensmaller.

| attended ameeting in Colby one night about a
businessinterestedincomingtothearea. Partwould
belocatedin Colby and partin Goodland. Thecom-
mentwasmade, “ Why not haveitall inColby?Why
shareit with Goodland?’

Becauseof afreight rateadvantagein Goodland,
wehadto beconsidered. However, theman said he
wouldrather havethewholebusinesskeptin Colby
because the Goodland Chamber was uninterested
and would not evenreturn their calls.

AsaGoodlandresident | get awfully tired of go-
ing to Colby and seeing companies like Murfin
Drillingand othersfillingtheirindustria park, and
oursisnearly empty. What doesCol by havethat we
don’t?Nothing, except an active Chamber of Com-
merce.

L ast year thetaxesfor businessesal ong Highway
24weredoubled. Now they haveto endureanother
hit on taxes. Take alook at the businesses along
Hwy. 24 and count how many are for sale. | won-
der how many are feeling the pressure of higher
taxes? Onefor surethat | know of.

| applaud the city commissionerswho asked for
accountability of the $50,000 that the city gaveto
the Chamber. Not one member could remember

whereitwent. SoundslikeapagefromBill Clinton’s
playbook. | hopethecity keepsholdingtheir feet to
thefire.

| haveno problem payingtaxesfor thingsthat neec
tobedone. Thewyeneeded to befixed, but another
park for $500,000 seemstoomuch for me. Wehave
severa parksintownthat no oneusesnow, because
peoplearetoo busy working to pay taxesfor theup
keep onthe oneswe have.

Asl saidbefore, | likelivingin Goodland. Wehave
good people, good schools and agood standard of
living. However, it seems that afew leaders have
taken leave of their senses, or have different agen-
dasthan seeing industry cometo our town. | didn't
say itwouldbeeasy, but nothingworthwhileis, and
| think Goodland anditspeoplearecertainly worth-
while.

Terry Redlin

Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes| ettersfrom readers. L etters should be
typewritten if possible, and shouldinclude atele-
phone number and, most importantly, a signa-
ture. Unsigned | etterswill not be published. Form
letterswill be rejected, aswill |etters deemed to
be of no public interest or considered offensive.
Wereservetheright to edit |ettersfor length and
good taste. We encourage letters, with phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <daily @nwkansas.com>.




