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commentary
from other pens...

Bush aides’ differences
lurk below surface

By Barry Schweid

AP Diplomatic Writer

WA SHINGTON — Differenceswith other nationsover U.S.foreign
policy aredeep and clear for all to see— global warming, missile de-
fense, germ warfare. Lessobviousaretheinternal differencesamong
President Bush’skey advisers.

Thedifferencesdon’t measure up to thefiercefriction, for instance,
in the Carter administration between Secretary of State Cyrus Vance
and Zbigniew Brzezinski, the White House national security adviser .

Vanceultimately resigned over theill-fated attempt to rescueA meri-
can hostages from Iran that had been approved by Brzezinski and all
other Cabinet members.

Quietly, in the Reagan administration, Secretary of State George P.
Shultz and Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger opposed trading
weaponsto | ran for freeing American hostages, but others prevailed.

Back in the Nixon administration, Security Adviser Henry A.
Kissinger effectively operated as Secretary of State. Outmaneuvered,
William P. Rogersfinally gave up thejab.

It wasn't so much they disagreed, but Kissinger was on aforeign
policy track Rogers often was unaware of, especially the opening of
diplomatic relationswith Communist China.

Kissinger was appointed to succeed Rogersin 1973 whileal so hol d-
ing on to his post at the White Housefor two more years.

LeslieGelb, president of the Council on Foreign Relations, putsthe
current friction in perspective.

“There have been bigger splitswithin administrations over foreign
policy,” hesaid, pointingtothetougher lineWeinberger wantedtotake
toward Russiacompared to the approach favored by Shultz.

“Infact,” Gelb said, “the biggest gulf isnot so much within the ad-
ministrationasbetweentheU.S. anditsmajor alliesaroundtheworld.”

Thedifferencesamong Secretary of State Colin Powell, Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld and White
House Security Adviser Condol eezzaRiceareheld behind closeddoors.

Sometimesthey surface giving the Bush administration thelook of
speaking with many voices. Occasionally, itisawkward for the U.S.

Powell, forinstance, had no sooner declaredin Marchthat adialogue
begun by the Clinton administration with North Koreawould be con-
tinued than he was overruled by theWhite House.

To make matters worse, the about-face was executed while South
Korean President Kim Dae-jung, an ardent supporter of talking to
Pyongyang, was on avisit to Washington.

I sthisabig deal ?Not accordingto Powell wholearned about infight-
ingandwhat hecalls" thisnoiselevel” inWashington duringtheReagan
and senior Bush administrations.

When there are differences, “ people take it to the level of a capital
crime,” Powell said last week.

“Do we have differences? Sure,” Powell said. “ Do we argue about
things? Sure. Do we have to debateissuesfromtimetotime? Yes.”

“Thereisno real space between us,” Powell insisted during ajoint
news conference with Rumsfeld inAustralialast week.

Rumsfeld brushed aside any notion of arift. “ Areyou trying to find
somedaylight between Colinand me?’ heasked reporters, withagrin.

Powell representsthe State Department, Rumsfeld the Pentagon. 1t
is Powell who hasto deal with world leaders who favor the concilia-
tory stancetoward Chinaand Russiathat hasemergedinrecent weeks.

Powell dealswith Arab |eaderswho want pressureappliedto I srael.

Mostly, he hasresisted. But the State Department hastaken asome-
what tougher lineon|sragl thantheWhiteHouseor Cheney, who showed
understanding for Israel’sraidson terrorists’ headquarters. Powell has
told Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon such targeting iswrong.

EDITOR SNOTE: Barry Schweid has covered U.S. diplomacy for
TheAssociated Presssince 1973.
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TEXAS LEGISLATIVE REVISTRICTING RoOARD

Lack of plan to change hatred should be a crime

Theterm* ethniccleansing” generally describes
the systematic and forced removal of membersof
an ethnicor religiousgroup fromtheir communi-
tiesto changetheethnic/religiouscomposition of
aregion. It isaso the politically correct way of
saying “holocaust.”

Aretheredifferent degreesof ethniccleansing?
Isoneform worse than another? Should we con-
demnall formsof “cleansing?’

Thereal-lifechessgamethat istheMiddle East
has one side “cleansing” another. To counter the
culture of religious hate and violence, Israel and
thePal estiniansmust learnto accept religiousdif-
ferences. Unfortunately, Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon, withthehel pof theUnited States, is
making movesto “eliminate” the “Palestinian
problem,” not heal religiouswounds. | sragl isplay-
ing the ethnic cleansing card and with help from
theU.S., escaping responsihility.

This“violation” of international law iswhy the
U.S. bombed K osovo andwhy Nazi Germany isa
synonym for evil. Can Jews be guilty of ethnic
cleansing? The deaf ness coming from the mouth
of the United States implies no. Is this what
Americawantsto stand for?

Sharon and I srael want aperfect worldwith no
violence before they “negotiate” with Yassir
Arafat, leader of the Palestinian Authority. Presi-
dent Bush sayshewants100 percent“ effort.” That
isimpossible. How isthe U.S. going to judge if
Arafat hasgiven 100 percent effort?What happens
if hegives95 percent?lsanA gradegood enough,
orisaperfect scoreall that matters?What happens
if he getslessthan 60 percent? Summer school ?
What percent does|sragl haveto achieve?

Israel and the U.S. are anti-Arab. The Israglis
don’t respect the Pal estinian culture, but the Pal -
estinians are the ones who are criticized for not
being “respectful” of Jews. Arafat’s reputation
makeshiman easy patsy for | srael andAmericato
blame for their own flawed policies. We rarely
criticizeSharon. Areweafraidtocriticize Jewsfor
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ethnic cleansing?

ThecurrentAmericanbrokered*plan” demands
Arafat arrest all of his peoplewho are committed
tofightingagainstIsragl . Duetotheviolent“ cleans-
ing” actionsby Israel intheterritories, | don’t be-
lievethereareenoughjail cellsintheentireMiddle
East to accomplishthis. Arafat would haveto ar-
rest 90 percent of his population. | don't think
Americanswouldsit out afightif their family was
being attacked.

Wherearethedemandson Sharontocall off his
military?ThePalestiniansarenodifferentthanthe
Israelisin what they want before they negotiate.
They want violence against their peopleto stop.

Israelisareunitedintheir belief, assisted by the
U.S., thatthey aretheobjectsof terror andviolence
initiated by the Palestinians. On the other side,
Pal estiniansbelieve they arethe objectsof “ occu-
pational violence” by Israglis.

The" occupyingviolence” noted by Palestinians
isabout day-to-day actsby Isragli settlersor secu-
rity forcesto forcethem off their land. Itisaform
of “ethnic cleansing.” Examplesare: unprovoked
shootingsand beatings, punitivedamageto homes
and other property, and Isragli’s bulldozing piles
of earth and stonesto block entrancesto Arab vil-
lagesintheWest Bank.

Thisis ethnic cleansing. Period. Whereis the
outcry for Sharon to end the violence? Arafat
should not be the only onewho is expected to get
perfect scoresonhis” effort and actions” toendthe
cultureof cleansing.

Therdligioushatredfiringthisconflictisnotheld
by just afew. On both sides, itisaculture. A plan
must bedesignedto solvethereligiousintolerance

before peace will be at hand. Why doesn't the
United States recognize that the Palestinians are
targeted for their religious beliefs?

Outbreaks of violence, no matter who startsit,
gives each side the right to not make any conces-
sions, and to attack the other. Thisfeeds the beast
of religioushatred and fear. How doesthe process
for tolerance proceed when any attack or “ self-de-
fense” measure by either side only validates a li-
censetokill?

Israel doesn’t want a peace deal. They want to
eliminateasmany Pal estiniansaspossible, toelimi-
nate a Palestinian state beforeit can start. |f peace
isat hand, andif Arafat had it in hislimited power
to clamp down on violence, then the Israglis will
havetoremovemany of their settlementsinthedis-
puted territories. The Israeli government doesn’t
wanttogiveuptheselandstoday, becausethey have
triedtostack theterritorieswithenough I sragli set-
tlersto make any future Pal estinian independence
there unattainable.

But this policy has been acompletefailure. To-
day the total number of Israglisin their territories
has never been ableto equal the yearly increase of
theindigenousPal estinian popul ation. Today there
are approximately 20 Palestinian villagesin these
strategically important zones. Theseareaswoul d be
scenes of constant upheaval if they were brought
insidethelsragli state, asPal estinianscontinuedtc
defend themselves from Isragli ethnic cleansing.
Thelsragliswon’t stop thecleansing until the U.S.
putsaguntotheir head.

The Isragli’s don’'t want Palestinians around in
“their” land, sothey don’t want peace. If they forc-
ibly move Pal estinians off Palestinian land, isthat
ethnic cleansing?

Thelack of aplanto changethe hatred that boils
in the hearts of so many in the region should be &
crime. I'm afraid if it was prosecuted, only Araf at
would be held accountable.

Didwelearnourintoleranceof different religious
beliefsfrom them — or did they learnit from us?

Old guys get up way too early

Alotof oldguysget upway tooearly. If you see
alot more sunrises than you do sunsets, you're
probably one of them. This can be very irritating
to your wife. She doesn’t like the concept of you
being up before the roosters, doing thingsin the
basement that shecan’t control. Plus, you' resound
adleep at 7:30 in the evening, and that doesn’t go
over so well, either. Now, we all know that we'd
all deepinif wecould, but stressand noiseand guilt
and over-active kidneys get in theway. So here's
what you do: Whenever you' re up several hours
beforeyour sleepier half, dothedishesor dust the
furniture or wash the windows. After a couple of
days like that, your wife won’'t mind you getting
upearly atal. She'll appreciatethehelp. Evenon
days when she wakes up at the same time, she’ll
probably pretend she's asleep. Most wives are
pretty good at that.

QUOTA UNQUOTA

To get the maximum performance out of their
employees, alot of companies have aquotasys
tem, whereyou' reexpectedtobuildacertainnum-
ber of unitsor contact acertain number of custom-
ersor generateacertainamount of business. Then,
onceyoureachyour quota, it’snormal to coast for
awhile. I'm wondering whether the same thing
happensin life— that onceyou’ veworked acer-
tain number of years or made acertain number of
mortgage paymentsor raised acertain number of
kids, you're allowed to coast for awhile. That
seemsfair. Ontheother hand, whenold peopleget
crabby and difficult to live with, I’m wondering
whether maybethey think they’ vebeen nicelong
enough, and now it’stimetocoast. That’snot good.
Whenyoufed likeyou' regettingdowntoyour | ast
smile, get someoneto raise your quota. You need
to stay happy till you drop, evenif you'refaking
it. It may be your only chance of having the last
laugh.

AMAZING LIFE LESSONS, PART 111

Hereareafew moreunexpected revel ationsthat
I’ ve experienced:

— Dogscan smell fear, and so can your dinner
guests.

— Gasgaugesdon’'t lwayslie.

—Don’'tburnvinylinyour fireplace, evenifit's

red
green
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wood-grain.

— If you’ renot surewhat just happened, don’t
betheonly one smiling.

— People who don't like coffee shouldn’t be
allowed to makeit.

— lcecreamisvery sensitiveto gravity.

— Tattooed men on motorcycles may not see
you asacontemporary.

—Whenever you hear anexplosion, alwayslook
surprised.

NORTH VS. SOUTH

Youawayshear that oppositesattract, but | think
that only appliestomagnets. Andvery few people
are magnets, even though they hover around the
fridge alot. Two people who are opposites have
nothingincommon, and ultimately, that makesfor

avery toughrel ationship. Argumentsover whether
togotheballet or thetractor pull rarely haveahappy
ending. If you see acouplewhere she'swearing a
designer gown and he hasa*Will Work for Beer”
T-shirt, don’t spend much on thewedding gift. On
the other hand, it is important for members of
couplestobedifferent fromeach other. Just not too
different. They need to share interests, but one of
them hasto belessintensethantheother. Oneisthe
racecar; theother oneisthedrag chute. They’ reboth
going thesamedirection, but thesecond one, hol d-
ing back, keepsthefirst oneontheright track.

QUOTE OF THE DAY: “For every minute that
you exercise, you add oneminutetoyour life. This
enablesyou, at 85 yearsold, to spend an additional
fivemonthsinanursinghomeat $5,000 per month.”
— Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSandin
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author of
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talks
Cars: ALoveSory.”
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