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weather

report
72°

at noon

Today
¢ Sunset, 7:51 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:55 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:50 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 75 degrees
+ Humidity 63 percent
+ Sky cloudy
+ Winds northeast 19-27 mph
+ Barometer 30.18 inches

and falling

* Record High 108° (1937)
* Record Low 53° (1965)

Last 24 Hours*

High 95°
Low 59°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, low 50-55,
light north wind. Tomorrow: Partly
sunny, high 75-80, low 55-60, south-
east 10-20 mph.

Extended Forecast
Saturday and Sunday: chance of
thunderstorms, high 80s, low 55-60.
Monday: dry, high 85-90, low 55-60.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

UEIGS

Noon
Wheat — $2.58 bushel
Posted county price — $2.48
Corn — $2.03 bushel
Posted county price — $1.90
Loan deficiency pmt. — 9¢
Milo — $3.26 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.72 bushel
Posted county price — $4.51
Loan deficiency payment — 41¢
Millet — $4.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.55 cwi.
Oil new crop — $7.45 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $1.19
Confection current — no bid
Pinto beans — $16
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Frontier
Equity Co-op and 21st Century Bean.
These may not be closing figures. )

afternoon
Ire

Late news r
from the
Associated

Press

1p.m.

Bush to give
cell decision

CRAWFORD, Texas — After
monthsof deliberations, President
Bush will announce his decision
tonight onwhethertod lowfedera
funding for embryonic stem cell
research.

“The president has carefully
consideredthe scientificand ethi-
cal issuesinvolved,” said White
House spokesman Scott McClel-
lan. “Thisis adecision that will
havefar-reachingimplicationsfor
our nation 20to 30yearsfrom now
and beyond.”

It'soneof thebiggest decisions
of Bush'spresidency, pittingmany
scientists and research advocates
against anti-abortion forces.

Bushintendstodisclosehisde-
cisonina? p.m. Mountain Time
nationally televised addressfrom
his ranch. Bush spokesman Ari
Fleischer said the speech would
run about eight to 10 minutes.

Gas tank
explodes
and burns

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

A gasoline storage tank exploded
and burned Wednesday afternoon at
the Joe Bellamy Farm, near K-27 a
half-mile south of the Sherman
County line.

Wallace County Sheriff Larry
Townsend said thetank blew upwhen
workersatthefarmweretransferring
fuel from one tank to another. The
workerstoldthesheriff therewas600
gallonsof gasin thetank when it ex-
ploded, blowing thelid off the verti-
cal, above-ground tank.

A stiff south wind whipped billow-
ing black smoke off thetank, and the
cloud could be seen from about two
miles south of Goodland. Firemen
with two fire trucks from Wallace
County weresprayingafoamsolution
on the fire when Sherman County
trucksarrived to assist.

Thetop of thetank |anded about 100
yardsto the north.

“They saidtherewasaspark which
ignited a small amount of gasoline,
andittook off fromthere,” the sheriff
said.

Nearby tankswerebeing sprayedto
keepthem fromaddingtotheinferno.

Townsend said the call camein at
12:52 p.m., and the Sherman County
rural fire department was put on
standby. A moment | ater, the call was
giventothe Shermanfiremento head
south.

With hoses from the two trucks
from Wallace County and one from
Sherman County, the blaze was kept
from getting away. The second Sher-
man County truck wassupplyingwa
ter.

The fire was controlled within an
hour, and the firemen wereraised on
aforklifttoallow themtospray down
into the tank to cool it off and keep it
fromreigniting.

Townsend said the situation was

as-fueled
Hire

dangerous, and the workers were
lucky that no onegot hurt. Hesaid the
tank appeared to hold about 2,000
galonswhen full.

day,” Sheriff Townsendsaid. “ Earlier
a Union Pacific train had started a
grass fire about five miles west of

trying to put that out.”
Hesaidthegrassfirehad spreadto  fires.
some conservation reserve land, and

Fireman sprayed treated water on a gasoline tank fire and on nearby tanks to keep the fire from spreading.
The tank, just south of the Wallace County line, exploded Wednesday when a spark ignited gas as fuel
was being transferred from another tank at the Joe Bellamy Farm.

Photo by Tom Betz/ The Goodland Daily News

“That was our second fire of the Sharon Springs, andthefiremenwere thefiremen had been called outthere  Goodland said at thetime of thefires
atleastthreetimestoputoutrekindled south of Goodland, the winds were

blowingfromthesouthat 10-15miles

The National Weather Servicein per hour with guststo 25.

Runaway tank
nits grain truck

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

A runaway 1,000-gallon portabl efertilizer tank
plowedintoagraintruck stoppedat 17th Streetand
Cattletrail Avenue Wednesday, |eaving two city
workers who had been repairing an electric pole
thankful thetruck had shielded them.

Larry Gutsch, a Sherman County farmer, said
he was driving north on Cattletrail in hisGMC
pickup about 1:45 p.m. near therailroad crossing
when the empty Collingwood Grain tank he was
hauling became unhitched.

Gutsch said hewas crossing the intersection at
17th and hadn’t noticed the tank was unhitched
until hesawitroll by thepassenger sideof histruck.
It hit agraintruck owned by D& D Custom Haul-
ing sitting at the stop sign.

“| sawthetrailer coming,” said PeteDel aRosa,
co-owner of D& D in Goodland, “ but peoplewere
stopped behind me. | didn’t want to hit anyone, so
| just waited.”

Hesaidthetank damagedthefront driver’sside
andsmashedinthedoor step of histruck. Ed Cook,
Collingwood manager, said thetank’sengineand
pump were damaged, causing asmall amount of
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Couple
still on
the run

Manhunt continues
for two car thieves

By JAY KELLEY
Colby Free Press

A manandwomaninastolenpickup
fled from a sheriff’s deputy on 1-7C
Wednesday, starting a chase which
endedwhenthey droveoff thehighway,
through afenceandinto acornfield.

Thepair then accosted aColby teen-
ager at knifepoint, stealing her car and
prompting one of the most intensive
manhunts the area has seen in years.
The couple slipped through the net,
however, apparently doubling back to
near Hoxie, wherethey left thecar at an
elevator and took a white 1991 Jeep
Cherokee.

Thechasetook totheair withinmin-
utes as officers from the Thomas
County Sheriff, Colby Policeand Kan-
sasHighway Patrol wereassisted by &
private plane and a Highway Patrol
plane out of Quinter.

Officers from Logan and Sherman
countiesjoinedthesearch Wednesday,
closing off U.S. 40 and I-70 within an
hour after thechasebegan. Agentsfrom
theKansasBureau of Investigationre-
sponded fromHays, Liberal and Great
Bend.

Thefugitivesareapparently heading
eastandareprobably still running, said
Thomas County Sheriff Tom Jones.

“We've got alot of peopleworking
on the case,” said Jones, praising the
quick responseof other agenciesinthe
case.

The couple, originally wanted for a
gasolineskipin Grinnell, arealso sus-
pected of tying up a rural Thomas
County teen-ager and stealing her black
1998 Ford Escort.

Thecoupleleftthecar near theHoxie
GrainCo. elevator, takinga1991 White
Jeep Cherokeewhichwasparkedthere.

TheSheridan County Sheriff’soffice
said the Cherokee, with Sheridan
County license |ION-370, wasthere at
8p.m.whenemployeesl|eftfor theday.

It wasreported missing at 8:30 a.m.
today when workers discovered the
black Escort, stolenduringthe Thomas
County manhunt Wednesday, parkedin
itsplace.

“It’ spretty obviousit’ sthesametwao
inthe pickup,” Jonessaid.

Thesheriff said dispatchersreceived
the gas skip report on Wednesday
morning, describing the vehicle as &
teal Mazda extended cab pickup. At
11:38a.m., Deputy K en Patton stopped
a pickup matching the description on
thewestbound on-ramp at I-70 and K -
25.

Thedriver deniedinvolvementinthe
theft, but when Patton asked for iden-
tification, hedroveaway. When Patton
pursued, thedriver crossedthemedian,

See CHASE, Page 7

A Collingwood
Grain em-
ployee got
ready to haul a
portable tank
away Wednes-
day after it
came un-
hitched from a
farmer’s
pickup and hit

| agraintruck at
| 17th Street

City officials
supporting
‘Junk Parade’

By Sharon Corcoran

| and Cattletrail
-1 Avenue.
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whiteliquidtoleak onto 17th Street. A call went

out for the hazardous materialsteam.

Gutsch said the tank was empty and what
spilled onto the street was water and residue.
Police Chief Ray Smee said the tank had con-
tained aliquid fertilizer. Emergency workers
spread an oil-absorbing material acrosstheroad

to soak up theliquid.

Neal Thornburg, acity worker, saidhehadjust
turned south off 17th onto Cattletrail when he
noticed theunhitchedtrailer runningtowardthe
intersection, wheretwo other city workerswere

repairing an electric pole.

Abel Ontiveroz and Manny Hernandez said
they werestandingonthenorthsideof 17th Street
behindthegraintruck, concentratingonwrapping
wire around aline attaching the electric pole to
the ground. Hernandez said if the grain truck
hadn’t been there or had moved, the tank could
haveinjured or killed them.

“Wewouldn’t havenoticed it coming,” Hern-
andez said, addingthat it would haveprobably hit

City commissionersgavetheir support but
no money to two projects aimed at improv-
ingtheappearanceof Goodlandat their meet-
ing Monday.

Whenvisitorswereofferedtheopportunity
tospeak, MitchHixsonand Schyler Goodwin
of theGoodland Devel opment Corp. took the
floor to ask the commission’s permission to
havea“junk parade.” They said the project
isdesigned to clean up thecity by encourag-
ing peopleto pick uptrashand larger refuse.

“1 would like to ask the city’s permission
to march trucks and trailers of junk down
Main Street,” Goodwin said.

The men said they have contacted chur-
ches, businesses and civic organizationsto

The Goodland Daily News

both himand Ontiveroz becausethey werestand-
ing near each other.

See CITY, Page 7




