2 The Goodland Daily News / Thursday, August 9, 2001

commentary

from our viewpoint...

Not taxing on-line sales
unfair to our merchants

Congressisconsidering abill to extend thetax banon Internet sales,
andif you likeliving in asmall town, you ought to be mad about it.

Thebanmay soundlikeagoodidea, keepingthel nternet freeof taxes,
but the end result could be death for many small businesses and abig
prablem for states.

Internet retail ersarestrong for theban. They claimthat | etting states
tax Internet sales could be confusing and hurt devel opment of e-com-
merce. That’sbull.

They justwant to beableto sell goodswithout thetroubleor expense
of collecting state taxes. And these same I nternet sharpies know that
not having to collect salestax givesthem an advantage over local mer-
chants.

Many people may seetheallure of buying tax-free merchandise off
theweb, but that may be short-sighted.

We are used to being ableto go downto the corner storeto buy food.
We get prescriptions from the local pharmacy. We buy tiresfrom the
tiredealer and suppliesfrom the Co-op.

And all of these businesses have to collect state salestaxes on most
of what they sell. Sincethey areresidentsinthe state, they havetofol-
low state law.

Internet retail ershaveno suchregquirements. They cansell anything,
ship it to your home and avoid taxes. They avoid both the expense of
collecting statetaxesand thetax itself, giving them adistinct cost edge
over fixedretailers.

Whileyou can still order somethings acrossthe state line and have
themdeliveredtax free, it’sgetting harder. M ost catal og retailershave
beenforced by the statesto collect salestaxes. But not Internet sellers.

That’snot only unfair to existingretailers, it could threatenthebasis
of most state budgets. States depend on the salestax to finance public
schools, highways, social servicesand all manner of programs. With-
outit, they will haveto cut servicesor raise other taxes.

Andinthefuture, theshiftto I nternet sal escoul d becomebig enough
to affect state budgets. It also could put alot of small retailers out of
work.

Dowewant that?

Theideaof thetax moratorium for the Internet, which will expirein
October without anextension, wasto give Congressand thestatestime
towork out aplan that would level the playing field. That hasn’t hap-
pened, largely, we suspect, becausethelnternet retailersand their sup-
portershave no reason to compromise. Right now, they are not paying
taxes, and they don’t proposeto start.

But if we value our local merchants and the convenience of doing
busi nesswith someonewho livesdown the street, then we might want
to think about opposing an extension.

There ought to beaway to collect stateand local salestaxes, maybe
based on the buyer’s zip code or aweighted average, and not strangle
Internet commerce. That would befair. Not taxing Internet salesisnot
fair. —Seve Haynes
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Horse show awakens memories

Like every other kid in America, | wanted a
horse.

Horses were great. All the cowboys had them
and the cowboys were so0000 cute.

They were obviously a much better pet than a
cat or adog, although | didn’t plan to give up ei-
ther Inga, the cocker spaniel, or Lover Boy, my
black tom cat.

But, horsescouldtakeyou places— wonderful
places, wheretheweather wasa waysperfectand
thepeoplewerebeautiful,, or atleastinterestingand
colorful. And when your Mom or Dad yelled at
you, you could get on your horse and ride away
fromyour problems.

Mom and Dad just didn’t seem to understand.
They said ahorsewastoo expensive and besides,
welivedintown and had nowhereto keep one.

| know | would be agood horse owner. | would
feeditandpetitandit could livein my bedroom.
Lover Boy stayedinmy bedroommost of thetime.
Hewouldn’t mind sharing with ahorse. And my
little sister wouldn’'t mind sharing our bedroom
withanicehorse, either. I’ devenlether rideit now
andthenif shedidn’t bug meand stayed out of my
Stuff.

Asl got alittleolder, | realized that an upstairs
bedroom might not be the best place to keep a
horse. It would be hard to get it up and down the
stairsevery day togoriding, althoughinthemov-
ies|’d seen cowboystaketheir horses up an out-
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side staircase atime or two.

However, wehadatwo-car garageDad had built.
Now that would be a perfect spot for ahorse. Mr.
Ed seemed to livein agarage behind hisowner’s
home. If it wasn't agarage, how comeit wasright
behind the house?

Then, asl grew older, | realized that ahorsewas
not goingto happen. | discovered boysand carsand
they both started looking more interesting than
horses — and both could be kept at home. Asa
succession of young mentrai psed through our liv-
ing roomand emptied out therefrigerator, and sev-
eral vehicles kept my father constantly making
repairs, I' msuremy mother would haveagreedthat
ahorsewould have been cheaper, had shethought
about it.

Over thelast 20to 30 years, I’ vecometothere-
alizationthat I’m afraid of horses— not terrified,
but not comfortable around them.

I’m not comfortablearound any biganimal. It's
nothing personal against horses, mindyou; | don’t
trust cows, llamas, camels or elephantseither.

It'sjust that they’ re so big and powerful. It’snot

that | think they’ remean, except for camels, which
haveanasty look intheir eye. It'sjust they’ resoooo
big.

Sowhy did | get stuck doing the4-H horse show
forthecounty fair?Kim, thereporter, loveshorses.
Sherides. She probably ropes and knows what &
girthand aspavin are.

But shewent to visit friendsand family in Colo-
rado. | don’t begrudgeher thetrip, but that meansl|
got to cover the horse show.

Watchingthree-footkidspull atonof horsearound
— | don’t know how much a horse weighs but it
lookslikealot — did nothing for my self-esteem.

Astheday woreon, | got up enough nerveto pat
afew noses and ran my hand down awarm furry
flank or two. Most of the horses looked friendly,
patient and ready for their afternoon nap.

Finally, as| wasdriving off, | stopped and asked
afriendtohelpmeonto her horse. Assheheldonto
thelead ropeand her husbandtook thepicture, | held
onfor dear lifeandtriedtolook poised and noncha-
lant. | didn’t succeed, but it wasfun and you get &
great view from up there.

| told my husband about the experience. HE's
horselover andknowshow toride, although| think
hisroping skillsgot lost 20 or 30 years ago.

Hegot that gleamin hiseye. The samegleam he
got before he brought Annie, the dog, home.

No, Steve, we cannot keep ahorseinthegarage,
not evenif you call him Mr. Ed.

Mom on speed dlal eases leaving-home blues

Onceagainl’vecometoapointinmy lifewhere
| will beleaving my mother.
When | went to college, | didn’t think it would

be that big of adeal. | mean Haysisonly alittle

over two hoursaway from Goodland.

| didn’t realize how far that wasuntil | wokeup
inthe middle of thenight withan earache. | satin
thedormloungewiththehair dryer blowingonmy
ear, wishing for mom and her comforting touch.

When| movedfromthedormintoanapartment,
| found it already inhabited by alarge family of
spiders. | realized that my mother could not come
and squish them al for me, as shehad when I'd
been at home. So | learned to live with them. |
showered, ate, slept and watched TV with them.

Intimel got usedtotaking careof myself. Butit
seemsno matter how old | get, and no matter how
many more responsibilities | take on, | still need

my mother.

Mothers just know everything. If you have a
mother on speeddial, you havealimitlessamount
of information at your finger tips.

| alwayscall when making new recipesto make
surel’mdoingit right. She alwaysknowswhat to
substituteif | don’t havetheright ingredients and
how long and in what to cook things.

Thebest advicel’ veever gotten hascomefrom
my mother.

It'samazing how thingsbeganworking out wher
| actually started listening.

Once of the best things on earth is the hug of &
mother. When your sad, happy or just onyour way
tobedtheir hugscan makeyou feel somuch better.
Of course my mom'’s hugs are the best, but |’ ve
founditreally doesn’t matter whosemomyou hug
You'll feel even better afterward.

| still can't help thinking lifeisbackwards. Liv-
ing at home, all we seeisall thetotally embarrass-
ingthingsour parentsdo. Thenwemoveaway right
when we start realizing how awesomethey really
are.

Soasl| stepintothenexttrek of my life, my phone
billswill get bigger and my heart will achealittle
But now that I'm older, | realize| can’t always be
therefor her and she needsto go out into theworld
and liveher life. | just needtolet go.

Travelerswonder about large sunflower painting

Tothe Editor:

| aman 18-year-oldgirl whojust graduatedfrom
Goodland High School. I do not care much for
Goodland and | will begoneinlessthanamonth.

However, it has come to my attention that my
younger siblings and my parentswill still beliv-
ing here, and the quality of thistown isgoing to
ruins.

First, they spend so much money on thingswe
really donot need. For exampl e, and onehottopic,
isthe* Sunflower painting.” | work intwo restau-
rantsand | overhear many conversationsconcern-
ing thisissue.

Why doweneed alarge sunflower painting sit-
ting on alarge easel that costs alarge amount of
money?

They say onereasonisto promotetourism. You
are supposed to seethe painting on the Interstate
and that would attract tourists. Actualy, thereis
only one spot on the I nterstate where you can see
the painting and you havetoreally belooking for
itinorder to seeit! Second, why would you want
to pull off to see alarge sunflower painting any-
way?

Another reason | have heardisthey put it upto
promote children’sart. (Sincethey took all of the
artout of al theelementary schools... asifitwasn't
important anyway.) They could usethe money to
promotechildren’sartinmany other ways. Infact,
they could have given the money directly to the
schoolsto help put in an art program.

Beingat tworestaurants, | hear morecomplain-
ing about thistown than anything. | haven’t heard
any touristscomplimenting thepainting.A couple
asked me why we had an ugly painting on abig
easel in an empty pile of land. | just responded |
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did not runthetown, | just lived here.

Another thought | haveisall of theroad construc-
tion. | think it explainsitself and | amreally glad
they blocked the roads off just in time for the re-
union. Good thinking!

| alsothinkitisimportant they aregoingtobuild
anew sportscomplex behind Presto. Asif theone
we already haveisn’'t good enough.

All over Goodland, there are businesses going
out and for salesignsbeing put up. Yet, nothingis
being sold, no new businessesare moving in, and
the population is dropping rapidly. The junior
high's populationisso low that it will be moving
into the high school soon.

Tothe head peoplewho runthiscity: Thistown
will be aghost town with anice pool and an ugly
painting. | amsureeveryoneisproud of your deci-
sions!

To Kathy Miller, | agreewith you 100 percent.

Thisletter probably meansnothingtothepeople

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and welcomes | et-
ters from readers. Letters should be typewritten if possible,
and should include atelephone number and, most importantly,
asignature. Unsigned letterswill not be published. Form let-
terswill berejected, aswill letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length and good taste.

who runthistown, but if youwant to makeit abet-
ter place, you haveto beableto offer young peopl e
something.

Bridget Renae Schierburg

Goodland
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