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Israeli police seize control of Palestinian centers in east Jerusalem

By The Asssociated Press
INTERNATIONAL

JERUSALEM — lIsraeli police
sei zed control of Palestinian centersin
east Jerusalem early today and war-
planesdemolished asecurity building
in the West Bank, in retaliation for a
Palestinian suicide bombing in a
Jerusalem pizzeriathat killed 15 and
injured nearly 100.

In raidsthat focused on driving the
Palestinians out of key buildingsin
disputed east Jerusalem, police took
over Orient House, the Palestinian
political center, arresting sevenguards,
and closed nine other offices. In the
West Bank town of Ramallah, Isradli
F-16 warplanes destroyed a Palestin-
ian police building, the Palestinians
said. Early today, | sraeli tanksand bull-
dozers leveled a Palestinian police
outpost in the Gaza Strip.

Thursday’ sbombing at thecrowded
New York-based Sbarro restaurant in
Jerusalem was the second deadliest
attack in the more than 10 months of
fighting.

“We are in awar,” Jerusalem’s
Mayor Ehud Olmert said. “Wewill act
together withthegovernment of | srael
to reach every one of thosewho isre-
sponsiblefor terror, tohit themandkill
them.”

The militant Hamas group claimed
responsibility, callingitretaliationfor
| srael’ s assassination of itsleaders.

SKOPJE, Macedonia— An army
truck hit aland mine close to Skopje
today, killing at least eight Macedonian
soldiersand injuring six, government
sources said.

The explosion occurred six miles
north of the capital, near thevillage of
Ljubanci, when a convoy of army
trucks drove over three land mines, a
government source said on condition
of anonymity.

The incident further jeopardizes a
tentative peace plan reached Wednes-
day.

Speaking in Sofia, Bulgaria, U.S.
envoy James Pardew said hewasopti-
mistic that a peace deal would be
signed Monday in Skopje, asagreedto
by Macedonia'srival parties, despite
the violence.

“No one supports the Albanian ex-
tremists, certainly not the United
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States, nor any of our Europeanallies,”
hesaidtoday. “ Theuseof force by the
Albanian extremists in Macedoniais
unacceptable and totally rejected by
the United States.”

NATIONAL

Bev Hanover gladly obliged when
New York’sgovernor lifted admission
fees at state parks with beaches to of -
fer residents relief from the roasting
heat. She got to the beach early with
lunch and a book and didn’t plan on
leaving until it closed.

“I’m staying in the water until |
shrivel,” said Hanover, whowasswim-
ming at Buttermilk Falls State Park
near Ithaca, where the temperature
soared to 99 degrees. With the humid-
ity, it felt like 119 degrees.

Hanover waslikemany othersinthe
Northeast on Thursday who did any-
thing they could to elude the sizzling
temperatures that have overwhelmed
theeastern half of thenationthisweek.

A cold front moving east promised
toprovidearespitefromtheheat wave,
which has contributed to more than a
dozen deaths.

Temperature records were broken
acrossthe region Thursday. The ther-
mometer climbed to 105 degreesin
Newark, N.J., surpassingtheprevious
August record of 103 set in 1946. In
New York’s Central Park, it was a
record-breaking 103.

Hartford, Conn., and Philadel phia
broke records at 101, while Raleigh,
N.C., broiledat anall-timehighof 100
degrees.

National Weather Service meteo-
rologist Anthony Gigi said the cold
front was expected to bring scattered
showers and thunderstorms today
night into Saturday in parts of the
Northesast.

LOSANGELES—A judgerejected
arecord $3 billion damage award
against tobacco giant PhilipMorrisas
excessive and offered adying smoker
$100 million instead — still the larg-
est award in an individual lawsuit
against atobacco company.

Superior Court Judge Charles W.
McCoy’s ruling Thursday wasin re-
sponse to a motion by Philip Morris

arguing that the punitive award was
excessive. McCoy said the company
will get aretrial only if the cancer-
strickenplaintiff won't accept the$100
million settlement.

McCoy denounced Philip Morris
actions as “reprehensible in every
sense of the word, both legal and
moral.”

The firm “refused to accept even a
scintillaof responsibility for theharm
it has done,” the judge wrotein a27-
pageruling.

But the punitive damages a jury
grantedto Richard Boeken, 56,in June
werefar abovethe usual ratio of puni-
tive to compensatory damages, he
ruled.

Boeken, alifelong smoker withlung
cancer, was given until Aug. 24 to
agree in writing to accept the $100
million settlement. The judge upheld
anadditional $5.54 millionincompen-
satory damagesfor Boeken'smedical
expensesand lost earnings.

Philip Morris said the entire case
would be appealed.

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. —
Thunderstorms del ayed space shuttle
Discovery’slaunchtotheinternational
space station and threatened to foil
today’stry, too.

Forecasters said therewasa 70 per-
cent chancethat stormswould prevent
Discovery from lifting off late today
afternoononamissiontodeliver fresh
supplies and a new crew to the space
station. Theoutlook isno better for this
weekend.

NASA halted Thursday’s count-
down at thenine-minutemark whenit
became clear the weather would not
improve.

Space station astronaut Jim Voss
asked Mission Control to passon this
message to the shuttle crew: “Wewill
bejust ashappy to seethemaday later
and good luck tomorrow.”

Vossadded: “ There' snothingwrong
with another day in space.”

The postponement clearly disap-
pointed the space station crew’s re-
placements. The next station com-
mander, Frank Culbertson, threw up
hishandswhen heemerged from Dis-

covery. He was the first one out, fol-
lowed by histwo Russian crewmates
and then thefour shuttle astronauts.

MIAMI —A planeowned by acom-
pany that offers couplesthe chanceto
seeKey West fromtheair— and have
sex while doing so — crashed after a
coupletried to hijack it to Cuba, the
pilot said.

A Cuban man and woman in their
60s chartered a single-engine plane
Thursday belonging to Fly Key West
andthen demandedto betakento Cuba
after takeoff, pilot ThomasP. Hayashi
told FBI investigators.

Hayashi said hefought withtheman,
whofell intotheplane'sthrottle, caus-
ingittocrash, FBI spokeswoman Judy
Orihuelasaid.

The Piper Cherokee plunged into
3,600 feet of water 40 miles south of
Key West, Coast Guard officialssaid.

Coast Guard spokesman Luis Diaz
saidHayashi issued adistressradiocall
saying hewasditching into the ocean.
A Coast Guard planelocated him and
dropped aliferaft, which he boarded,
Diaz said.

A Navy helicopter crew pulled
Hayashi from the raft, Diaz said. He
wastreated for minor injuries.

A Coast Guard cutter and helicopter
searched the crash areafor about five
hours, but found nothing. Diaz saidthe

coupleispresumed dead. Norecovery
effort was planned.

Thecompany’sWebsitelistsprices
and descriptions of “MileHigh Club”
flights.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Organized la-
bor ispressing for |egalization of mil-
lionsof immigrantslivingillegally in
the United States, criticizing atempo-
rary work program the Bush adminis-
trationisconsidering.

“It’sanonstarter andwehavesaidas
much to the United States Congress
and the Mexican government,” said
Eliseo Medina, executive vice presi-
dent of the ServiceEmployeesinterna
tional Union. “Our first and second
priority ismaking sure everyone here
now islegalized.”

Union leaders' comments came af -
ter Secretary of StateColinPowell and
Attorney General JohnAshcroft spent
twohoursThursday talkingwithMexi-
canofficialsonissuesincludingimmi-
gration. Theevent waspartly aimed at
laying the groundwork for next
month’s meeting between President
Bush and Mexican President Vicente
Fox, whenaplan could beannounced.

Bushisweighing task forcerecom-
mendationsto grant guest-worker sta-
tus and eventually legal residency to
someof the3millionMexicansinthis
countryillegally. Bushhassaid healso

would consider extending the proposal
to peoplefrom other countries. About
7 million illegal aliens livein the
United States.

WASHINGTON — Scientists
upped the ante for Americans on the
East and Gulf Coasts, increasing their
forecast for the number of tropical
stormsthis season.

Thenew outlook isfor asmany asa
dozentropical storms, includingupto
eight hurricanes, asconditionsover the
tropical Atlantic Ocean increasingly
favor storm devel opment, forecasters
at the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration said.

The peak of the Atlantic hurricane
seasongenerally comesinlateAugust
and September, and the season ends
Nov. 30.

“These systems are more likely to
become major hurricanes, and pose &
threat to both the U.S. and the region
around the Caribbean Sea, as they
move westward across the tropical
Atlantic,” Gerry Bell, ahurricanespe-
cialist at NOAA’'s Climate Prediction
Center, said Thursday.

InMay, government forecastershad
predi cted an averagehurricane season,
calling for up to 11 tropical storms,
includingasmany assevenhurricanes.
Now they are boosting the prediction
by onein each category.

Fight is on against wheat fungus

TOPEKA (AP) — Threewomen sit
at small desksin a small room, bent
over microscopes, examiningdlides. It
can take five minutes, or sometimes
half an hour, to read one.

Amid the dots, squiggles and small
circles,thewomeninthestate Depart-
ment of Agriculture laboratory are
looking for abig, brown, fuzzy circle
withagold ring around it — aKarnal
bunt spore.

Karnal bunt is afungus that makes
wheat unmarketable. It reducesyields
and the quality of the grain, causing
flour madefrombunted kernel stohave
asour, fishy taste.

Thepossibility that thewomeninthe
labwill find onesporeinthedozensof
dlidesthey’ || examine causesagricul-
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tureofficials, farmersand seed sellers
to shudder.

InKansas, annually thenation’shig-
gestwheat producer, it representsapo-
tential disaster andwell worththetime
thewomen spendtryingtofindasingle
spore.

“ Asfar asweknow at thispoint, they
cansurviveuptofiveyearsinthesail,”
explains Tom Sim, in charge of the
agriculturedepartment’ sweed control
division. “The only way to break the
cycleisto not plant wheat.”

The Department of Agriculture has
been testing wheat samplesfrom Kan-
sasand other statesfor Karnal bunt for
eight yearsand hasrecently started test-
ing samplesof seed soldcommercialy.

Atthelab’sofficesnear ForbesField

airport, sticky mats pick up dirt on
people’s shoes as they walk into and
out of thelab. Theareahasa“ hard cell -
ing,” meaning there's no panelsin
which spores and bugs can hide.

Since farmers began harvesting
grain earlier this summer, the lab has
been testing samples from elevators,
about 1,000in all. Samplesfrom each
of the state’s 105 counties are tested.

Thelaba soisprocessngsamplesfrom
13 other statesfor aregiond federa gov-
ernmentsurvey onKarnd bunt. Only once
—inasamplefrom Texas— hasthelab
found apotentia Karna bunt spore.

The work will continue for weeks.
All 2,200 wheat seed merchants in
Kansas have been ordered to submit
samplesfor testing.
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