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Keegan Smith armed himself well for a water fight following a relay with water balloons at the Family Fun Day
atthe fair Friday afternoon. Inthe relay, team members had to toss the balloons to each other until they reached

the end of the line and were put into a bucket unbroken.
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Festivities bring many out to fair

FAIR, from Page 1

ranch rodeo on Wednesday.

“Itwasapacked houseFriday forthe
demolition derby,” Duell added.

Thefinal event of theweek wasthe
tractor pull and Duell saidit wasnot a
packed crowd, but about 750 attended.

“Itwasagreat week, and everything
went very well,” Duell said.

Belshesaid hethought thelivestock
entriesweredownalittle, but that over-
all entriesinmost classeswerecloseto
what they have been.

Several fair superintendents said
therewerenot asmany entriesinsome
categories, but morein others.

Boothsin the Agriculture Building

were full, and most vendors thought
they did well for thenumber of people
who came through and stopped.

Early intheweek, theheat may have
cut attendanceat thedaytimeactivities,
but when the sun went down, the eve-
nings brought out the people. Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday’s daytime
temperatureswerecooler—inthe80s
— and the eveningswere busy.

SteveDuell saidtheonlyinjury of the
week was a dad who got hurt Friday
whenasteer ranover him, but Duell said
hewasback on Saturday, alittle sore.

He said vendors in the agriculture
building had some very nice setups,
and that therewas one additional ven-
dor selling barbecuethisyear.

“We have the water problem
solved,” Duell said, “and wewill work
on thewash rack over the winter. The
county commissioners are working
withusreally great.”

Another request for next year isto
have new lights for the arena, which
would improve things dramatically.
Duell said the new lights would save
quiteabit in power costs.

He said work onthe ag building may
not get donebecauseof theother projects.

“We will handle what we can with
trying to handle the most important,”
Duell said, “ butweneedtowork onthe
evesof theagriculturebuilding, which
need to be covered because the wood
isgetting very old.”

Carnival getting bigger, better

CARNIVAL, from Page 1

profit organizationthat runsthehome-
owned carnival here. The group re-
ceived a $50,000 grant from the state
and thousands of dollarsin donations,
and Sherman County’s first home-
owned carnival went oninAug. 1997
— withrelatively few hitches.

“That first year, we didn’t know
what we were getting into,” Becker
said, “but it turned out real good.

Becker saidtheboardreliesonvolun-
teer hel pand supportfromthecommunity
andorganizationstomakethecarniva go.

He said the event, which is always
well-attended, has brought in more
money each year, averaging about
$30,000in profits. He said the money
isusedtokeepridesand equipmentin
tip-top shape and buy new rides.

Well, you could call them “ new.”

The ride committee was formed,
Becker said, to seek out cheap, used
rides, which can berefurbished.

Hesaid thecommitteebought afew
of the first rides, which included the
swings, Octopus and Krazy Train
roller coaster, from a Colorado com-
pany called Wisdom Industries.

Therideswere*well-used,” hesaid,
but volunteers with the equipment
committee, headed by Dick Allaman,
worked hardto get themback inwork-
ing order and looking like new.

Other rides that decorated the fair-
groundsthefirstyear of thecarnival in-
cluded the Tilt O’ Whirl, bought from
acompany in Boston, the Kiddy Car-

ousel and the Kiddy Jeepride.

Becker said the Merry Go Round
wasadded thesecond year, alongwith
theBankwest concession stand, which
thebank ownsandruns, but donatesthe
profitsto the carnival board.

He said when former board presi-
dent Harlan House's father died, a
memorial was set up in his name to
raise money for the Merry Go Round.

Mango’s Whip, asmall children’s
ride, was added this year. He said the
board bought it afew yearsago, but it
took volunteersawhileto renovateit.

Thisyear, hesaid, the board bought
new dividers for the tents that house
several booths on the fairgrounds. In
past years, hesaid, thetentsweresepa-
rated by orange snow fences.

“Itwasreal crudelooking,” hesaid.
“Now it looksnice.”

Becker said the ride committee has
spent the past coupl e of yearslooking
for aridefor the older kids, but hasn't
found anything they want.

Hesaidthey arelookingfor aSizzler
oraMerry Mixer, butthey needtofind
onethat isin good shapeand pricedin
the committee’s budget.

“Newridesaretypically $300,000to
$400,000,” hesaid.

Becker saidthat First National Bank,
whichownsajet, fliesride committee
members all over the country to look
over ridesthat they might want to buy.
Hesaidthey’ vetravel ed to Oklahoma
and St. Louisissearchof aSizzlerride,
but have been disappointed.

Becker saidthecommitteelooksfor

rides on the Internet, in amusement
magazines and tracks down fliers.

Whiletheboardreliespurely onvol-
unteers (Becker, owner of B& B Elec-
tric Service, does all the electrical
work), members make sure organiza-
tionsthat helpitraisemoney getashare.

“Thenicethingaboutthiscarnival,”
sad Allaman, “isthat the money goes
to the organizationswho help.”

Becker saidthat theboard payseach
group which helpsrunridesor booths
$5 an hour for their time.

“Alot of theorgani zationsdonatethe
money right back to the carnival,” he
said. “ Othersusethemoney for schol-
arshipsor youth programs.”

He said they are working to make
each booth self-sufficient, to make it
pay for itself, but that’snot alwaysthe
case. Still, he said, the carnival takes
inway morethanit coststorunit.

Allamansaidthecarnival needsmore
volunteersandtofind peoplewhowant
tokeepthecarnival goinginthefuture.

Becker said the board members
work year roundto preparefor thefair.
He said they meet once a month and
alsomeet tofind new games, ridesand
towork on maintai ning theequi pment.

This year, he said, members built
new metal trailersto storetherideson
thefairgrounds. Hesaid they designec
each oneto hold specificrides.

Thefair hasrunreally smoothly this
year, Becker said.

“Peopl e are accepting and support-
ing the carnival,” he said, and people
at the carnival agreed.

Investigation underway on oil firm here

LAWSUIT, from Page 1

Fleming saidthereisan openinves-
tigation on this company, whichisno
longer in operation.

Thepetition allegesthat McGuckin
did notinforminvestorsthat, in 1986,
hewasorderedto ceaseanddesistfrom
selling securities in violation of the
state securities act.

Specificallegationsincludethat the
defendants“told investorsthat Triton
was a successful producer of oil and
gas, butintruthandfact, only onewell
hasproduced oil and gas, andit wasnot
in commercial quantities.

“That thedefendantstoldinvestorsthat
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wellswere being drilled or being placed
into production when they werenot.
“Defendants McGuckin and McNab
continued to tell investorsthat aparticu-
larwell hadhighenough pressuretobresk
agauge used by Western Gas, even after
aWestern Gas employee told them the
information was erroneous. When aTri-
ton employeevoiced her concernsabout
this McNab said‘**** theinvestors’
“That McNab told investors that
McGuckin never hit adry holein 21
years. Intruth and fact, Kansas Corpo-
ration Commission records show that
McGuckinhashit atleast twodry holes.
“That McNab told prospective in-
vestors that his name was Kirk

Mitchell, Intruthandfact, hisfull name
isKirk Mitchell McNab, so investors
were unableto check his backgrounc
before choosing toinvest.”

Fleming saidit will be upto Dinkel to
takecontrol of theassetsof Triton, andto
determinewhat real vauetheoil and gas
leaseshave. Heistofileapreiminary re-
portwiththecourt beforeOct. 1,and Judge
Burr hasscheduledanother hearingonthe
matter for 9am. Thursday, Oct. 30.

Triton is being represented by Jef-
frey A. Mason of Goodland. Neither he
nor the respondents, who appeared in
person according to court records,
madeany objectiontotheinjunctionor
the appointment of areceiver.
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