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Nader forms new group,
critics say rift too deep

By Will Lester

Associlated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Ralph Nader is back with a new organization,
somenew goalsand thesamedogged determinationto makethe Demo-
cratic Party squirm whenever it driftstoward the center.

Theveteran crusader for causes of theleft callshis new grass-roots
group Democracy Rising. Hehasinitiated aseriesof rallieshisassoci-
ateshopewill help heal theriftinthepolitical left caused by hiscandi-
dacy inthe 2000 presidential election.

The new group will have an easier time working with other such
nonpartisan groupsinterested in similar causes, organizers say.

After arally in Portland, Ore., attended by about 7,500, Nader said:
“Weplantohaverallieslikethisall over.” Someof thecitiesarelikely:
San Francisco, Seattle, Minneapolis, Chicago, New York.

“We havetoreplenishthewell, find theyoung generation of leaders
and galvanize existing citizen groups,” Nader said in an interview.

Some activists blame Nader for tipping the presidential election to
George W. Bush and say the division between Nader and othersin his
movementisdeepandwill only grow ashisGreen Party targetscongres-
sional seatsin 2002. Veteran activistsare wary of Democracy Rising.

“1thinkit’ sastrong possibility he’' susingthistobuildthe Green Party
torun candidatesthroughout the nation,” said Alice Germond, execu-
tivevice president of the National Abortion RightsAction League. “I
think theriftisvery deep. Theenvironmentalistsareappal led at theBush
presidency, thepro-choicemajority isgettingmoreand moreappal led.”

Nader gotjust 3 percent of thenational voteasthe Green Party’spresi-
dential candidatein 2000. Hegot 2 percent of thevotein Florida, which
wasdecided by just over 500votesand gave Bushthepresidency. Demo-
cratsassumethe2 percentwassiphonedalmost exclusively fromAl Gore.

Nader hopesto field more candidates in next year’s congressional
€l ectionsthanthefour dozen or so Greenswhoranfor Congressin 2000.
Democrats claim to be unworried about the Green Party’simpact.

“Peoplewho careabout al ot of theissuesthe Greenscare about now
can seethey have aclear choice between the two parties,” said Jenny
Backus, aspokeswomanfor the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee. “ Thedifferences have never been thisstark.”

Environmentalists worry about the Green Party targeting congres-
sional districtswheretheincumbentispro-environment andvulnerabl e,

They point to the 12th District in central New Jersey, where Demo-
craticRep. RushHoltishighly regarded by environmentalists. Holt said
the Green Party candidate won about 5,000 votestherein 2000, almost
enough to cost Holt the victory, which camein at 750 votes.

Despitelast year, Holt said heisaligned fairly closely with Nader’s
viewsin many areas, “such as environmental protection, consumer
protection and standing up to special interests.”

“Nader’s candidacy was ultimately harmful to the outcome of the
election and to environmental policies,” said Deb Callahan of the
L eague of Conservation Voters.

Any claimthat Bush'sel ectionwasgoodfor theenvironmental move-
mentisamyth, sheinsisted. “ It’slikesaying theViethamWar wasgood
becauseit gaveyoung peoplesomethingto organizearound,” shesaid.

Nader dismissessuch complaints. “ Insidethe (Washington) Beltway,
thereare somegrousers,” hesaid.

Healso duckstalk of the 2004 presidential race. | haven't ruled out
goingin2004,” Nader said. “1t'stoo early to say.”

Longaherotomany intheprogressive— somewould say liberal —
movement, Nader saw the 2000 election chip away at his popularity
and reduce hisaccessin Washington.

“Capitol Hill hascloseddownonusinthelast 15years,” said Nader.
“One of the reasons | was running for president is because you can't
get anything done any more.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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It was tough being a teen-ager, but the farther

away | get fromit, the more| realize it was a

tougher timefor my father.

My father raised four children by himself. He
worked, cooked, cleaned, did laundry, droveusto
and from school and different functions and
occcasionally made trips to the police station or
hospital to pick one of usup.

Hewasn'tthemost aff ectionateor attentiveper-
sonintheworld, but hecared about usand did the
best he could considering the circumstances.

Of course, when my three brothers were teen-
agersand |, we couldn’t seethat.

Wefocused on hisweaknesses, not hisstrengths,
and selfishly went through each day with the atti-
tude that we deserved morefrom our father.

Tosay theleast, heput upwithalot of ... ummm
... Stuff.

Therewasthetime| called from New York to
say | had wrecked a stranger’s car. He sent hun-

rachel
miscall

e unraveling

dredsof dollars.

And the time my brother Alex came homein a
tow truck pullingthecar my father had paidfor just
afew weeksearlier.

Andthetimemy dad had to go pick up my older
brother Nathanfromthehospital becausesomeone
found him passed out in apark.

Then therewasthe night he spent following me
around the mall to find adress for the homecom-
ing dance.

Andtheday hewaitedinthelobby of ahair dress-
ing salon for meto get my hair donefor prom. He
reassured meitlooked “fine” when | walked out. |
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responded “ Fine? Just fine?’ and rolled my eyes.

He bailed us out when we got in troubl e, pattec
us on the back when we felt down, listened to our
problems and helped us find solutions and made
suredinner was on the table every night.

We basically treated him with disrespect.

We didn’t want to do the dishes or take out the
trash, so we didn’t. We wanted to stay out late, s
wedid. Wedidn’t think our father wasdoingavery
good job and wetold him so.

Wedidn’t thank himfor clothes or food, wejust
said we wanted more. We shrugged when he said
hewasfeeling stressed and yelled when we didn’t
get our way.

| guessthat’s how many teen-agers act, and my
dad took most of itin stride— realizing that being
aparentisathanklessjob.

In high schooal, | honestly thought he was the
meanest, dorkiest personinthewholeworld. Now
helooksmorelikeasaint.

Surviving fall sports practice and hot weather

The approach of anew school year also means
thebeginning of practicesfor fall sports. Eachyear,
schools begin fall sports practices several days
before classes get underway and the weather can
be quite hot during thosefirst couple of weeks of
practices.

This year appears to be no exception when it
comestohot weather for thebeginning of fall prac-
tices. Heavy on everyone' smindsistheeffect hot
weather can have on young athletes. Thereisno
guestion that coachesin Goodland sharethe con-
cern.

Each year at the beginning of fall practices, we
meet to discuss heat-related issues. We schedule
practicesearly morningandlateafternoonor early
eveningtoavoidthehottest part of theday. Wein-
sist onfrequent water breaks and try to make cer-
tain each student athlete is consuming sufficient
water tostay hydrated. Wewill watch each partici-
pant carefully tomakesurethey arenot experienc-
ing medical difficultiesduringtraining.

Itisequally important for parentstobeinvolved
withtheir student athl eteat thistime of year, mak-
ing certaintheir sonor daughter iseating properly,
consuming water throughout the day, and getting
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plenty of sleep. Parents can help too by insisting
that their son or daughter start aregular training
routinebeforethefirst practicesessionsothey are
somewhat accustomed to the physical activity of
the sport they are wanting to participatein.

Paramount in the student’s preparation for par-
ticipation in sportsis the required Kansas High
School Athletic Association Pre-Participation
Physical Exam. Nostudentwill beallowedtoprac-
ticeuntil thephysical form hasbeen completed by
aqualified medical services provider and signed
by both the parent and the student.

I mportant too is communication between par-
entsand coaching staff with any concernthat may
ariseduring conditioningdrills. Parentsneedtol et
coachesknow of any injury or physical condition
that hasarisenthat may put theathleteat risk. Many
timesthe student isreluctant to tell their coaches

about aprobl emfor fear of hurtingtheir chancesof
successin the sport.

Goodland isfortunateto have aBlack and Gold
Booster Club that makesit possiblefor Goodland
High School to contract for the servicesof aquali-
fied athletic trainer to assist coaches and students
with sports-related injuries or illnesses. Recently
the trainers assisted the football coachesin prop-
erly fitting football helmets. The trainers from
SandhillsOrthopedi cand Sportsmedicinewill visit
Goodland every Wednesday duringtheschool year
to assist with injury evaluation and recommend
treatment. They are aso on call any time. We en-
courage our student athletes to take advantage of
thisservice.

When it comesto the safety of our student ath-
letes, nothing istaken lightly or taken for granted.
Wewill do al we cantoinsureasafe athletic pro-
gramfor al our student athl etes. Weal so know anc
understandthat thereisalwaysrisk of injury inany
athletic endeavor. We cannot eliminate all risks
related to sportsinjuries, but we can managethose
risk in such away to help minimizerisks.

Dick Liessistheactivity and athletic director at
Goodland High School.

Thanks for the magnlflcant 2001 reunion

Tothe Editor:

| wishto thank Sherman County Alumni Asso-
ciation, Barb Whistler and all who helped and
planned the 2001 Reunion Odyssey Assembly.

Also, thankstoall whoworked ondifferent com-
mitteesto bring such asuccessful andfunreunion.
It was magnificent

Asan alumnae of 1946, | personally thank you
all foryour hardwork, which | knowwaslongand
enduring.

Another reunion haspassed and | say hatsoff to
all of you for asuccessful reunionfor 2001.

Nyla(Smith) Finley

Goodland

To the Editor:

Being concerned citizens of Goodland, and af -
ter attending the city commission meeting on
Monday, Aug. 6, wefeel compelledtowritealet-
ter tothepeopl eof Goodlandtoinformyouof what
wefeel to be amideading situation that has hap-
pened in our city because of the current and im-
mediate past city commissioners.

First of al, why shouldn’t the taxpayers be al-
lowedtovoteonlargecapital improvementssuch
asthe swimming pool ? Especialy whenwewere
told there was money in the budget for the pool,
and now wefind out we need to rai setaxesjust to
pay the operating expenses. | bet we will need
additional taxesto pay for the pool beforeitisal
over. We feel that the taxpayers should have had
some voice in aproject of such great cost that is
going to end up costing so much.

It isour understanding the new water park cost
at least $2.5 million or thereabouts (it issupposed
to be under 3 percent of the annual budget?), and
that it cannot even beginto pay itsdaily expenses,
let lonepay for itself. Asamatter of fact, andwe
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may have our figures not quite right, upkeep and
maintenancewill exceed $250,000 per year. Pay-
mentsto pay off the debt of building the pool will
cost us $275,000 ayear for the next 11 1/2 years,
and incomefrom the pool, according to estimates
by City Manager Ron Pickman, will amount to
$60,000 this year. What a shortfall thiswill be.
These costs do not include the cost of moving the
ball park, estimated at $190,000.

WEell, because of those concerns, and many oth-
ers, weattended themeeting tovoiceour concerns
becausethey now tell usthey need to raisethetax
levy 7.8 percent to meet the needs of next years
budget, but next year’ sbudget will not beasmuch
aslast yearsbudget?

Many at themeeting felt thestanding-room-only
crowdwouldindicatethewewouldliketohavethe
2002 budget revised and no new tax levy imposed.
Thenafter someof usexpressed our concerns, they
saidthat nobody told them about any concerns, and
then proceeded to pass the tax hike and the 2002
budget.

Maybe they need to turn on their hearing aids,
and/or learntoread, becausel ettershavebeenwrit-
ten, and commissionershave been spokento about
many of the problems that have and continue to
occur. We do commend Commissioners Rick
Billinger and Chuck L uttersfor voting no.

Incidentally, according to the contractor who
removed the old swimming pool, there was not a
holeunder thepoal, just another myth created and
perpetuated by our city government.

Wefeel “our city government” isout of contral,
andisnot actinginthebestinterestsof the* citizens
of Goodland.”

If you havecommentsabout theseconcernsaswe
do, andwould liketo bepart of our group, youmay
call Mel Pfau899-3445. Pleasel eavemessageif no
answer, or Elmer Jacobs at 899-3467.

Melvin Pfau

Goodland

berry’s world

o al

.
WWW.COmics.com Q"""“

© 2001 by NEA, Inc.

"Now HEAR THiS, ATTENTWON BEACH
GOERS, THE TIME FOR SUMMER
INCr 1S NG L




