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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:44 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:00 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:42 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 65 degrees
+ Humidity 33 percent
« Sky partly cloudy
+ Winds north 14-22 mph
+ Barometer 30.04 inches

and falling

* Record High 106° (1937)
* Record Low 49° (1978)

Last 24 Hours*

High 91°
Low 62°
Precipitation 0.14 inch

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight; Partly cloudy, low upper
50s, light winds. Tomorrow: Partly
sunny, 20 percent chance of rain,
high mid 80s, low 60s, southeast
wind 5-15 mph.

Extended Forecast
Friday: chance of thunderstorms,
high 80s. Saturday: dry, high 80s, low
50s. Sunday: dry, high 85-95, low 55-
65.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.51 bushel
Posted county price — $2.49
Corn — $2.05 bushel
Posted county price — $1.94
Loan deficiency payment — 5¢
Milo — $3.29 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.74 bushel
Posted county price — $4.58
Loan deficiency payment — 34¢
Millet — $4.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.65 cwi.
Oil new crop — $7.65 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $1.23
Confection current — no bid
Pinto beans — $16 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Search continues for fugitives

By Patty Decker

The Colby Free Press

Thesearch continuesfor amanandwomanin
aseriesof crimesthat started with the theft of a
truck morethanaweek agoinWausau, Wis., and
escalated into kidnapping and assault in north-
west Kansas.

Chargesarependingin ThomasCounty onthe
twofugitiveswho, at thistime, arebeingreferred
toasJohn and Jane Doe, said Sheriff Tom Jones.

Paperwork on the couple was sent to the
County attorney’sofficeon Monday in connec-
tionwith crimesincluding eluding police offic-
ersinahigh speed chaselast Wednesday, accost-
ing ateen-agegirl at knifepoint, theft and more.

County Attorney Allan Taylor said today that
hisofficeisstill receivinginformationandreview-
ing the case. No formal charges have been filed
with the courts as yet, though the man has been
identified through afingerprint uncovered onthe
stolentruck by the KBI.

Authoritieswere withhol ding the man’s name
soas"not tojeopardizetheinvestigation,” Jones
said. However, once charges are filed, awarrant
can beissued and all information onthemanwill
bemadeavail ableon nationwidelaw enforcement
computer system. All officersacrossthe United
Stateswill have accessto thisinformation, Jones
said. Capt. DianeKrebsbach, withtheinvestiga-
tive division in Wausau, said Tuesday that their

office isworking with Kansas authorities to de-
terminetheidentity of thewoman.

“QOur preliminary information suggests that
these two people were not from here and we do
have atheory,” she said. “We believe we know
where they might have come from and how they
got here.”

In their investigation, she said, there was no
evidencethat the couple had stolen any other ve-
hiclesprior totaking the pickup, based onthefact
that no abandoned or stolen carswerelocated in
thearea.

“No chargeshavebeenfiled here,” Krebsbach
said, “but the caseistill open.”

Wausau is a city of about 35,000 peoplein

Marathon County, in the middle of Wisconsin.
Wausau is part of a metropolitan area with two
other sister cities, Weston and Schofield, and to-
gether the three have a population of 85,000.
Marathon County isWisconsin'slargest by area.
with apopulation of 240,000.

Following the pickup theft on Sunday, Aug. 5,
the couple was reported on a gas skip out of
Grinnell last Wednesday, Aug. 8. ThomasCounty
authorities spotted the vehicle later on [-70 and
started achase, whichendedwhenthemandrove
off the highway, through afenceand into acorn-
field. They then accosted a teen-ager at knife-
point, stole her vehicle and later stole another
vehicle, awhite Jeep Cherokee, inHoxie.

Dont
let balls
scare you

First ping-pong race
new part of festival

By Reaghan Smith
The Goodland Daily News

At 10 a.m. Saturday, threeblocks of
Main Streetwill becrawling, orrolling,
with ping pong balls being chased
downthestreet by firemenwith hoses.

But don’t betoo alarmed.

It's just the first annual Ping Pong
Ball Race, being held during the Sun-
flower Festival this Friday through
Sunday.

Theideafor theeventcamefromRon
Harding, Chamber of Commerceman-
ager, and DonnaPrice, assistant direc-
tor of the Sherman County Convention
and Visitor’s Bureau, said Donna
Swager, chairman of the Chamber’s
downtown business promotion com-
mittee and owner of Pied Piper Video.

Thisideacame up during ameeting
inwhichwaysto promotebusinessand
encouragetourism, said Price.

“ Other communitieshavedonesimi-
lar activities,” she said. “We changed
italittletofit our community.”

500 ping-pong balls are now avail-
able at most downtown businesses,
Swager said.

Peopleget aticket withanumber on
it corresponding to anumber on one of

See PONG, Page 4

Lois Kimery and Floyd Handy, workers f
Topeka, made repairs on the rotor mill this morning before tearing up

Chewing pavement

or Koss Construction from the old asphalt by the railroad viaduct on K-27.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

City commissioners disagree on increased budget

By Sharon Corcoran

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Lawyers want
stay for killer

HUNTSVILLE, Texas —
Hoursbeforetheschedul ed execu-
tionof NapoleonBeazley, hislaw-
yerscontinued to seek astay, ask-
ing the U.S. Supreme Court for a
broader review of hiscase.

Beazley does not deny hisrole
inthe 1994 murder of thefather of
aU.S. Circuit Court judge, but has
sought areview of hiscase, ques-
tioning whether the Constitution
bars executing people who were
under age 18 when they commit-
ted their crimes. If the Texasgov-
ernor or the courts don’t step in,
Beazley will becomethe19thU.S.
prisoner to die since 1976 for a
murder committedwhenthekiller
wasyounger than 18.

His capital murder case has
drawn international attention be-
causehewasateen-ager atthetime
of theslayingandthevictim’sson
isajudge on the 4th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals.

The Goodland Daily News

Fivecity commissionersshoweddif-
feringviewsof thecity budget asit was
adopted by 3-2margin at their meeting
last week.

Thebudget, callingfor anincreasein
the property tax levy of 3.5 mills, was
discussed by thecommissionduring at
least five lengthy workshops last
month. The net expenses projected for
next year total $8,829,026, up from
$7,900,205 for thisyear.

The increase in property taxes has
prompted several letters to the editor
criticizingtheprioritiesof city officials
and the general condition of the city.
Theproposed budget brought 39 Good-

landresidentstothepublichearingbe-
fore the city commission meeting last
week to express their views, a huge
turnout by city commission standards.

Commissioners Rick Billinger and
Chuck L utters voted against adopting

thebudget whileMayor TomRohr and
commissioners CurtisHurd and Dean
Blumevotedfor it.

“1 don’t think thisisagood timeto
raisetaxes,” Billinger said. “We have
alot of senior citizensonfixedincomes
that arechoosingwhether they will eat
or heat their homes.

“1 suggested cuts all along through
the budget workshops, because these
aretoughtimes. A lot of peoplearound
town are not getting big raises.”

“| just don’t know how much more
(taxes) the businesses can take or how
much morethehomeownerscantake.”

Hesaidhefeltthecity didn’t needto
bebuying new vehicles. Thecommis-
sionrecently approvedthe purchaseof

School budget has little opposition

Board approves tax hike with objection from one member

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News
Only one person at the Goodland
School Board meetingMonday saidhe
was against approving the proposed
2001-2002 budget, including arela-
tively small property tax increase that
will raiseabout $33,600for thedistrict.
Without giving an explanation, Ron
Schilling, a new board member who
replaced Gerald Franklinin July, voted
against passing the district’s budget,
which totals $7,454,269.
Hiswastheonly dissentingvote, and
he wasthe only person at the meeting
to express opposition. After the meet-
ing, Schillingsaidhedoesn’tthinkitis
fair to raise taxes when people are al-

ready facing a drooping economy,
higher pricesfor gasand other utilities
and services and paying more money
tothecity.

It wasasharp contrast to the City of
Goodland’s public budget hearing a
week ago, where 39 peopleattendedthe
onto protest a3.45-mill property
taxincreasetoraisemoney for thegen-
eral fund.

The school district’s new budget,
which passed after about 30 minutesof
discussion, includes a .626 of 1 mill
increaseintheproperty tax levy, which
members, and apparently the public,
considered minor compared to the
city’stax increase.

The increase will bring in about

$40,000 for the district’s local option
budget, whichisusedtosupplement the
genera fund. Of that, taxpayerswill be
providing about $33,600, with therest
of the money coming in the form of a
match from the state. Selby said the
match amount dependsonthedistrict’s
total wealth.

The total budget increase is
$104,779, withmost of theextramoney
duetohigher property valuesinthedis-
trict—which meanspeoplearepaying
moretaxesontheir property. Selby said
thebudget alsoincludesabout $33,600
inmoney for special education, which
administratorsarepredictingwill come

See SCHOOL, Page 4

anew pickup truck for the electric de-
partment. The view that more cuts
could be made was shared by L utters,
who said the budget could have been
overhauled.

“1 had places(inthebudget) | thought
we could cut,” he said, “but it's past
now. | really don’twant totalk aboutit.”

Other commissionersfelt the prop-
erty tax increase was necessary in or-
der for thecity to meet basic expenses.

“Just the cost of the day-to-day op-
eration hasgoneup,” Blumesaid.

The cost of operating the city in-
creased, Hurd said, when the cost of
natural gas went up. It costs more for
utilities for the light plant, Carnegie
Arts Center and the city building, to

mention afew, hesaid.

Thecity al'sousesgasanddiesel fuel
inlargequantities, hesaid, andtheprice
of fuel has gone up. Another concern
wasthe need for upkeep andimprove-
ments.

“1f wemake cutsin repairing equip-
ment and doing things to improve the
community,” Blume said, “it will just
cost usmoreinthelong run.”

Some of the commi ssionerswanteo
to ask for a5 mill increase but they
backed off at theurging of Billinger and
Lutters.

Wantingaunanimousvote, thecom-
missioners made cuts in the budget,

See CITY, Page 4

By John Milburn
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA — The state Board of
Education is pushing a three-year,
$1.16 billion education plan de-
signed to improve teacher salaries
and raise student performance.

Kansasspendsmorethan $2.3bil-
lion on elementary and secondary
education. By a7-2voteTuesday, the
board approved a plan to raise that
amount by nearly 50 percent.

It did not offer to raisethe money,
whichlikelywill requireasignificant
taxincrease. Any spending planmust
be approved by the Legislature,

State Board of Education
endorses $1.1 billion plan

whichhasbeenloathtoraisetaxesin
recent years.

Attheheart of theplanisthe $690
milliontoraiseteacher salariestothe
national average over athree-year
period.

Currently, that averageis$35,784
for Kansas teachers compared to
$42,855 nationally.

Education Commissioner Andy
Tompkins said the board was being
ambitious because for thefirst time
members were identifying specific
goalsand makingabudget request to

See EDUCATION, Page 4




