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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Do complaints mean
we dont like anything?

Havewe had enough?

Why don’t we stop trashing Goodland and everyonejointogether to
makeit better?

Peopl ehavecomplained about thegiant sunflower painting, thenew
pool, the new highways and just about anything el se that’s happened.

Otherswant the Chamber director’s hide, while still othersare mad
about the tax increase passed by the city commission.

A lot of these complaintsareway off base. The peoplewho aregrip-
ing just don’'t know what they are talking about.

Isn’t anybody happy about anything in thiscity?

We should be. Goodland isn't perfect, but it's a pretty nice place.
People here are good to one another and the city iswell run.

Thanksto far-sighted leadership at City Hall, Goodland has one of
thefinest public swim-and-play complexesin Kansas. The new water
park issimply beautiful. It replaced an old pool that |eaked millions of
gallonsof water every summer. Yes, it'smoreexpensivetorun, but the
old pool had to be replaced.

People who come here from other cities marvel at the pool and say
it'sabargain. Deal withit.

And, guys, nobody ever said therewasabigholeunder thepool. The
water system connecting it to the power plant |eaked and had to bere-
placed. That would havecost abundle, sothecity went withanew pool.

The big sunflower painting? Hey, nobody hasto like any object of
art. It'sapersonal decision. But be niceto the people who put it there.
They worked hardfor thecity, madenot apenny andthepaintingdidn’t
cost taxpayersasingledime.

Ityouthink it'sugly, that’syour right. But our bet isthat eventually
thesunflowerswill draw thousandsof visitorshere, prompt revitaliza-
tion of south Goodland and turn out to be by far the smartest economic
development move ever. And theleast expensive.

Heck, onewriter even complained about the proposed sports center,
which (likethesunflowers) wouldbebuilt entirely with privatemoney.
That'slooking the gift horsein the mouth, huh?

Theroad work?Here, it’' sthe business community that’s complain-
ing. Some of their concerns are legitimate. But for the next 20 years,
Sherman County is going to be darned glad to have those highways.
They will bring alot of business here, and we need them.

Economic development? Hey, we have anew ag chemical facility
goingin. S& T Telephoneisbuilding anew office, which the city and
county support, and getting ready to createmorethanadozenjobs. There
arenew businesseson Main and thecity’ seconomy seemsto begrow-
ing.

Chamber manager Ron Harding worked hard to makethe sunflower
paintingareality andistrying hard torecruit agrocery downtown. It's
easy tocriticize, but finding someoneto do abetter job might betough.

Taxes? People have aright to complain when they go up. In ayear
likethis, we think any public official who raisestaxesistaking abig
risk. Our adviceisto listen carefully to the voters, but we' |l savethat
onefor another day.

Onetruely disturbing thread through all of these problemsisthat the
people doing the complaining had a chance, for the most part, to say
something before any of these things were set in concrete: The pool,
the painting, the highway work, certainly the sports complex.

Whenthecounty decided not to paveadetour for theroad work north
of town, nobusinessowner saidaword. Whenthecity decided tobuild
the new pool, no one complained. No one stood up and said the sun-
flower painting was stupid beforeit went up.

And people, now isway too lateto change any of thosethings.

So why don’'t we all get over it and put our energy into something
that will matter?—Steve Haynes
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Does giving Chi

Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness are
empty stream beds, dry holes, illusions. At least
they areaccording to China.

With the International Olympic Committee
awardingthe2008 OlympicstoBeijing, theworld
hasblessed China’ sview. Maybethecommunists
areright. Everyone knowsthose puny, insignifi-
cantideasof life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
nessareoutdated andwill only lead tofailure. Just
likedrug abuse. M any numerousexamplesof how
theseideasleadtofailurehaveoccurredinBeijing
at ahistoric place known as Tiananmen Square.

First Tiananmen Square hasimportant symbolic
significancefor the Chinese Communist party. For
exampl e, thehuge Gateof Heavenly Peacestands
on the north end of the square and isthe entrance
tothefabled Forbidden City. ItisalsowhereChair-
man Mao, after the Communist led revolution in
1949, declared the founding of the People's Re-
public of China. Those are “successes” at
Tiananmen, but thosehavenothingtodowithlife,
liberty, and happiness.

Therecentfailuresof life, liberty and happiness
at Tiananmen Square began in 1976. After the
death of an outspoken critic of the old, powerful
communist dictators, mourners went to
Tiananmen Square to show their respect for the
critic'slife, andhisideas. They paradedaroundthe
square peacefully paying their final respects, un-
til thecommuni st government decidedtheir “ chil-
dren” hadwasted enoughlife, liberty, and happi-
ness on adead man. Once the communist |eader-

Playi

Oneof thetrickiest sidestomarriageistryingto
figure out how you can be considerate and sensi-
tivetotheother person’sneedsand still beableto
get everything you want. You may find yourself
indesperateneed of asportscar, for example, but,
unfortunately, your wife may not share the depth

or intensity of that particular desire. What doesa ©

guy do?You could go ahead and buy the car and
surprise her, but that'sadumb idea— asmost di-
vorcelawyerscanattest. Shewill betemptedtobuy
herself afacdiftthesameway, only itwill bemore
expensivethanyour sportscar and havevery little
resalevalue. Thisiswhereageanddeclininghealth
canreally becomeanasset. | nstead of talking your
wifeinto the car with bravado and adventure, go
the sympathy route. Point out your new eyeglass
prescriptionandyour hearinglossandtel | her that
you'd liketo own asports car beforethey revoke
your driver’slicense. You know your wife can’t
resist apatheticman. Shemarriedyou, didn’t she?
THEHAIRLINE

I’ veactually been alivethrough parts of six de-
cades now. (I'm technically allowed to count the
'60seventhough| wasn’t paying much attention.)
Andl’vecometotheconclusionthat hairstylesare
areflection of society. Inthe’ 40s, everythingwas
pretty neat: short hair withapart for men, andtight
curlsandwavesfor women. It wasasimpler time.
No hidden agendas, and no gender ambiguity.
Then along came rock ‘n’ roll. Men's hair got
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ship tired of the people in the square, and thank
goodnessthey did, military unitswere sentin and
violently forcedthemournersout. Thecommunist
government decidedlife, liberty and happinesshad
runitscourse. Thank goodness someonein China
hadthe"intelligence” tomakethedecision. Today,
everyoneknowslife, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness have run out of gasand relevance.

InDecember 1986, thousandsof Chineseuniver-
sity students organized alarge protest demanding
greater political freedom andlessgovernment cor-
ruption. Itinspired demonstrationsinadozen other
cities, including Beijing. The Chinese Communist
leader at the time, Deng Xiaoping, immediately
took steps to smother the protests. He was acting
uponhisbelief that “ theonly reason studentswoul d
start amovement wasthat they had too much free-
dom, not too little.” Thank goodness Chinahad a
|eader at the time who recognized the limitations
of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Think
of the evilsthat would be currently ravaging the
Chinese countrysideif life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness hadn’'t been crushed by the enlight-
ened communist Chinese government.

Themost recent chunk of Chinesehistory, which
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longer, but stayed neat throughthemagi c of grease.
A comb in the back pocket and a monthly oil
change, and you werein business. Women'shair
gotalittlelonger, and therewereal ot of ponytails
because women wanted something to bounce
when they danced, and at that time, the ponytail
was the only acceptable option. Then came the
'60s, and everythingwent wildandfree. Freelove
lost alot of its appeal when you couldn’t tell the
boysfromthegirls. Sincethen, there'sbeen abit
of everything, but the latest trend istoward bald.
Even by peoplewho have hair. Young people are
shavingtheir heads. If hair lengthisasign of per-
sonal freedom, we must be doing something
wrong. For me, I'm so confused by all the hair-
styles I’ ve experienced that I’ m currently going
withacombination—Ilongcurly locksonthesides
and the back to let you know | wasaflower child
and bald spotsontoptoindicatel am hip and hap-
pening.

SILENCE ISGOLDEN
Things middle-aged guys should never say:
— Watchthis.

7507
i
. 77 ””’f’
F;;g};’g;;’z;’q’.; =
T

ng the health card

27
7
L

A 7
2777
e

s

2 A AT AL
7 f’r’éf"f:/.’"/féice ==

s

| “““‘-} 3
y Vmﬁ h\\‘:\“‘\\\‘;&\\\1

na Olympics signal end of ideals

spanscenturies, to bleed out of Tiananmen Square
is the student democracy demonstrations of the
springof 1989. BetweenApril 17 and June4, 1989,
hundreds of thousands of college students peace-
fully began”living” inTiananmen Square. Thestu-
dentsbecamethe” stars’ of CNN and other nightly
news television programs. They peacefully asked
for greater democracy andlessgovernment corrup-
tion. They wanted morelife, moreliberty and more
happiness. The students held regular marches
through the streets of Beijing, organized and par-
ticipated in massive hunger strikes, and with their
sheer numbers, they democratically and peacefully
began putting pressure on the communist govern-
ment to shape up.

The government, though, was smart. They im-
posed the “Communist Blue Light Special,” aso
known as excessive media control teamed with
aggressive military and policeaction. Throughout
the months of the student-led Tiananmen Square
demonstrations, both the students hollering for &
semblanceof democracy andthedi ctatorshowling
to keep the students at bay, battled for control of
China's mind and soul. Thank goodness the com-
munist “adults’ realized the emptiness of these
American “idess.”

Do we in America believe in these ideas any-
more? Are we willing to defend these ideas that
veteranshavefought anddied for?Or areweall ow-
ing apathy, selfishness, the International Olympic
Committee, and the communists in Chinato re-
writeour Americanhistory andbeliefs? Youdecide.

— I’'mtelling you the meat is cooked.

— Nothing can possibly go wrong.

— I’venever had aspeeding ticket.

— My back never felt better.

— I'll havetheonionrings.

— Hand methat sledgehammer.

— Dol look OK inthese pants?

HE SAID, SHE SAID

Thelast few weeks, |’ ve been saying things ex-
actly at thesametimethat my wifehasbeen saying
them. That bothersme. | don’t mind so muchif it’s
her sayingwhat | would say, but I’ mconcernedthat
it'smesaying what shewould say. I’ veworked re-
ally hard throughout our marriageto fake-change.
I’ vepretendedtoenjoy gardening. I’ vegonetotea-
rooms. |’ ve even watched Oprah. But when | start
talking like my wife, that soundslike real change
to me. It's not good. | want to keep my own iden-
tity. | don’t want to become my wife. She does &
much better job at being her than | do. If it keeps
up, I'll be declared redundant and then she'll
downsizeme.

QUOTE OF THE DAY : “Theadvantage of ex-
ercisingevery day isthat youdiehealthier.” — Red
Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S. on PBSand in
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author of
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talks
Cars: ALove Sory.”

Scouts trip saved by Goodland good Samaritans

Tothe Editor,

Yes, thisis one of those stories that is so rare
anymore— not agripe, notaslam, notacomplaint.
Hopefully thisfirst sentence has not discouraged
you from reading further. Thisisrecognition of a
good deed, Good Samaritans, unsung heroesand
peoplewho careabout thewel | being of strangers.

On Saturday, July 29, | was part of the |leader-
ship team on a bus carrying 20 members of
Shawnee Boy Scout Troop 185. Wewerereturn-
ing fromaweek long highadventurecampingtrip
inSalida, Colo. Thetrip had already been punctu-
ated with abear attack in our camp, which made
national headlines and a boy in our troop break-
ing hisleg in three places while three milesup a
mountain trail. So, what el se could happen?

Just after crossing the Kansas state line on our
return home, aloud popfollowed by along grind-
ing noi se echoed through the bus. We had blown
theengine. Thebusfull of boysand |eaderscame
toastopontheshoulder of I-70, 13milesfromthe
Goodlandexit. After examiningtheholeintheside
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of our engine, cell phonesflew fromthe beltsand
pockets of our leaders. It wastime to explore our
options, which without some help, werefew.

Thisiswherethekindnessof thepeopleof Good-
landkickedin. Twotruckswhich had been headed
westbound pulled up behind our bus. Josh Dechant,
John West and John Raby, citizens of Goodland,
beganwhat woul d beaseven-hour commitment on
their part tomakesureour troop wassafeand com-
fortable until parents and friends could make the
eight hour drive from Shawnee, and shuttle our
boysand gear back home.

Joshimmediately called hiswife Korenand the
shuttling of gear began to the Presto Station in
Goodland. Josh called in the reinforcements by

contacting the police dispatcher, who contacted
Dennis Saint of local Boy Scout Troop 142. Den-
nisopened up histroop meeting place at the Good-
land United M ethodi st Church, whereafter amuch:-
welcomed Pizza Hut delivery, boys and leaders
bedded downuntil thepossefrom Shawneearrived.
Our buswastowed to McB’sfor safekeeping.

ToJosh, Koren, John, Dennisandthegood peopl €
of Goodland, wesimply wishto say thank-you. We
aregrateful toyoufor your assistanceand kindness.
Thistype of unselfish action goes unnoticed these
days, nomatter how muchweasparentstry toteach
it to our youth. A valuable lesson was learned, or
maybe just reinforced. Hopefully fond memories
were created on both sides of the equation, care
giver and carereceiversalike. They say heroesare
everywhere, you just have to need them. On this
singleday in western Kansas, heroeswere hard at
work just outside Goodland.

Tom Smith

Assistant Scoutmaster Troop 185

Shawnee



