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Saints and sinners: Testing the claims of psychics

Thefirst time | went to see a psychic, she
flunkedbadly. Shesaid| wasalawyer (I' mnaot),
and that | had two brothers (I don’t have any
brothers).

Butwronganswerslikethesedon’t shakethe
convictionof psychicsandspirituaists, whouse
tel epathy, extrasensory perception and other
mysteriousmeanstoleapthewall separatingthe
spirit world from the material world.

Those who purport to bring messages from
that other world are known as mediums. They
are the go-betweens bringing the two worlds
into communion with each other.

The biggest collection of mediums can be
foundinatowncalledLilly Da e, 60milessouth
of Buffalo, N.Y.

“Each summer,” says an article in the June
issue of Smithsonian magazine, “thousands of

spiritualistscomehereto consult withmediums
who professto beintouch with theimmaterial
remains of the departed.”

The author of the article says that after he
talked with a number of people who had con-
sultedamediumat Lily Dale, it seemed to him
that “for most it had been anovel experience,
but one that left them largely skeptical about
having received messages from genuine spir-
itson the other plane.”

Thekind of answersmany received were of
the “one-size-fits-all” variety — descriptions
that could apply to amost anybody. A medium
asked one man, for example, if he had played
any sports. He said yes. She asked if an older
manhad beenhismentor. Hesaidyes, anuncle.

The medium said she saw a“J” in the
mentor’ sname, which shesaid might havebeen
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Jim. Theman said hehad an unclenamed John.
Close. But not exactly convincing.

Didtheunclehaveamessagefor hisnephew?
Yes. He advised him to improve his diet and
exerciseregularly.

Then there was Ann, who was assured by a
medium at Lily Dalethat her departed mother
washappy becauseher denturesnolonger hurt
asthey hadinthislife. Anntoldthe Smithsonian

writer that her mother “had only had aremov-
ablebridge (not dentures), which never seemed
to bother her.”

Onefrequent visitor toLily Daletold thein-
terviewer from the Smithsonian that he had
cometo get amessage from hisdeparted Aunt
Martha. Hedidn't alwaysfollow her advice, he
said, and he admitted that she was sometimes
wrong in her opinions.

Then why was he so anxiousto get in touch
with her?

Hereplied,“| likeknowingtheoldgirl isthere
and that wewill meet again.”

| onceattended aspiritualist church service.
There were about 60 of usin the sanctuary —
mostly well-dressed people, including menin
business suits and many younger women.

After some spirited hymn-singing, prayers

andthelaying onof hands(for healing), every-
one was assigned to one of the psychics sta-
tioned at various spotsaround the church.

My psychic told me | was“ probably a pro-
fessor” (my black horn-rimmed glasses prob-
ably gave the wrong clue), or someone whc
taught people things that would improvetheir
lives. Shesaid | had |learned the secret of con-
guering stress and should go into the business
of telling people my secret. (If | knew the se-
cret, | wouldtell it.)

Shealso said | tended to be “too critical” at
times. She must have been psychic, for she
couldn’t have known that | would mention in
the next day’ s paper that theword for “ pastor”
on the bulletin-board outside the church was
misspelled “ paster.”

Maybel amtoo critical.

Senior nuns return to their community to pray, mentor colleagues

By Kimberly Hefling
Associated Press Writer

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. — They min-
ister tothesick, pray for thesinnersand
teachinschoolsand churchesaroundthe
world.

Andwhenthey arefinally dowed by
ageandinfirmity, nearly all of theSisters
of Providencereturn to their headquar-
ters to be with their friends and col-
leagues.

Thes stersliveonaleafy campuswith
stone buildings, wherethey spend their
timeadvisingandprayingfortheRoman
Catholicorder’ smoreactivenuns—and
dealing withthe problemsof aging.

“They’ re our mentors, they’re our
wisdomfigures,” said Sister JoanSobig,
amember of the Sisters of Providence
generd council.

Thecomplexincludesanursinghome,
whereabout 855 sterslive. Amongthem
is Sister Agnus Joan Li, who at 80 left
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Taiwan, takingwith her thememoriesof
threedecadesteachingmathinChinaand
Tawanandtimespentinaconcentration
camp when Japan invaded her native
Chinaduring World War I1.

On arecent sunny day, a worker
pushed Li around the tall trees and
groomed flower beds on the nursing
home grounds in her wheelchair. She
belted out ahearty “hello” to other nuns
lined up along asidewal k to watch chil-
drenplay outside.

These are the happier times at the
home—whenthechildrenattheday care
oncampuscomeovertoplay orwhenthe
women fromthenearby Saint Mary-of -
the-WoodsCollege, foundedby theSis-
tersof Providence, comecalling.

“1 loveit,” says Sister Catherine Si-
enna, 89, pausing after guiding her
walker down thehall to Mass.

And the active nuns at the order’s
headquarters, whereabout 300 of the600
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Sigtersof Providencelive, enjoy having
their senior colleagues around them.

“The placeismade holy by thelives
of thewomenandwhat they’ vegiven of
themselves,” Slobig said.

The walls of the nursing home are
filled with artwork painted by the nuns.
Many of the rooms are decorated with
picturesof sants.

Some of the nuns wear traditional
black robes. Others choose across pin
symbolizing their vow. They speak
Spanish and English and Chinese.

The elderly nuns face many chal-
lenges. Many arefar fromtheirfamilies.
Andthey must deal with death and con-
stant health problems that make daily
tasksdifficult.

Theorder recently starteda$6million
campaign to add amemory loss center
andrenovatetheexigtingfacilities. Once
renovated, they hopetoeventually open
thehomeuptoother rdigiousgroupsand

(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Loren Strait

Nurseries Available

community members.

Of themorethan 81,000 Catholicnuns
nationally, the average age is 68, said
Sister AndreeFriesof theNational Reli-
giousRetirement Officeat theNational
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Morethanhalf of thenation’snunsare
70 and older, and 27 percent are older
than 80, Friessaid.

InTerre Haute, theaverage age at the
homeis90. Most of the nunsjoined the
order intheir lateteens, and after alife-
timeof service, for someit wasdifficult
toadmitit wastimetoretire.

“It'sahard transition for anybody to
havebeen so activeand then experience
that diminishment themselves,” Slobig
said. Their faith hel psthemenduretheir
physica pain, shesaid.

TerreHauteisnot unfamiliar tothem.
Many nunsspend summersat thehead-
quarters, getting spiritualy rejuvenated
before scattering each fall for service

aroundtheworld. Nearly every nunfrom
theorder hasbeenburiedinabeautifully
maintained cemetery near the campus
sincethemid-19th century.

Thesenior nunsnow spendtheir days
writing | ettersto thosewho have sought
spiritual adviceand accompanyingeach
other to doctor’s appointments.

They dso pray for their more active
sisters— including those who minister
todeathrow prisonersat thefederal peni-

tentiary in TerreHautewhere Oklahome
City bomber Timothy McVeighanddrug
kingpin Juan Garza were executed in
June.

Thosetoowesk or sick toattendwatch
Massonclosedcircuittelevisionintheir
rooms and communion is brought to
them.

“There'sarea close bond with each
other andweliketobetogether,” Slobig
said.

Study: No difference in divorce rates

VENTURA, Cadlif. (AP) — Born-
again Christiansareaslikely asnonbe-
lieversto get divorced, according to a
report by the Barna Research Group.

About 33 percent of born-again
Christianshave ended their marriages,
compared to 34 percent for those who
havenot embraced Jesus, saidresearch-
ers. Nearly al of theborn-again adults

were divorced after they acceptec
Christ, BarnafoundinitsAug. 6report.

Study respondentswere considered
born-again if they stated a personal
commitmentto Christand believethey
will go to heaven when they die be-
causethey confessed their sinsand ac-
cept Christ astheir savior, researchers
said.
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