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commentary
from other pens...

Japan has trouble
acknowledging past

By George Gedda

Assoclated Press Writer

WASHINGTON —“No peoplecanescapetheir history,” saidWilly
Brandt, then West Germany’s chancellor, during a1970 visit to ame-
moria for JewsinWarsaw.

It was Brandt’s way of trying to atone for the massacre of Jews by
Nazis. Tomany, thewillingnessof Brandt and hissuccessorstoacknowl-
edge Germany’s past contrasts with the situation in Japan, which has
been slow to atonefor atrocities committed during World War [1.

Japan’sdiffering view wasunderscored Monday by thevisit of Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi to ashrine that honors Japan’swar dead,
including wartime Prime Minister Hideki Tojo and other executed
members of Japan’s vaunted war machine.

Koizumi tried to dispel criticism the visit was intended to glorify
Japanese militarism, saying Japan “ should never again walk the path
towar.” HisvisitwaslinkedtoWednesday’ s56th anniversary of Japan's
World War |1 surrender.

Therewerestrong reactionsto the shrinevisit from Chinaand South
Korea, two countriesthat suffered most from the excesses of Japan's
imperial army before and during World War 11.

TheUnited States, which has sought closer relationswith Japan un-
der President Bush, adopted a“no comment” posture on thevisit.

Bush's national security team includes a number of officials who
believe Japan’'sprohibition ontaking partin collective self-defenseisa
constrai nt on security cooperationwith Tokyo and shoul d be phased out.

But BalbinaHwang, anAsiaexpert, believesthe shrinevisit aswell
asother Japanese actionsfrustratetheseambitions. “ Theinternational
community hasto be skeptical about Japan’sintentionswhen they are
so stubbornly unwilling to embrace their history,” Hwang says.

Theseactions, she says, impede Japan’sability tobe“apolitical and
diplomaticleader commensuratewiththecountry’ seconomicstrength.”

David Steinberg, director of Asian studies at Georgetown Univer-
sity, says he was struck during avisit to the former East Germany by
the number of plaquesand memorialshe saw that highlight the atroci-
tiesof Germany’spast.

“Why don’tthe Japanesedoit?’ heasked. “ Therehasbeental k about
it, but politicaly it'stoo difficult.”

Hiroshi Tanaka, aprofessor at Japan’s Ryukoku University, iswor-
ried Koizumi’s actions could have lasting negative fallout.

Aggravating Japan’stieswith its neighborsis a controversy over a
government-approved textbook that critics say glosses over the
country’scrimesduring thelast century.

In South K oreaon M onday, 20 men drapedinnational flagschopped
off their little fingersto protest the textbook.

Thebook does not mention allegations of germ warfare by Japanin
Chinaandignorestheestimated 200,000 foreign womenforced by the
Japanese to work as prostitutes.

“Every Germangrowsup knowingthat Naziism cannot berepeated,”
Hwang says. Incontrast, shesays, “ theaverage Japanesecitizeniscom-
pletely ignorant about the country’s past.”

Helmut Sonnenfel dt, ananal yst at Brookings|nstitution, saysformer
German Chancellor Helmut K ohl worked hard to knit hiscountry into
European ingtitutions, believing these linkswould be a deterrent to a
revival of German militarism.

Sonnenfeldt recalled akey differencebetweentheway Germany and
Japan evolved after thewar. In Germany, therewasaclean break with
the country’s Nazi past, he said, noting that in Japan, American occu-
pation forceswanted to keep wartime Emperor Hirohito on thethrone
“asway of moving Japan along into anew eraand making them more
cooperative.”

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
TheAssociated Press since 1968.
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After 30 years, our tastes seem to be similar

| hadthisgreatideafor aChristmasgiftfor Steve.

Last year, while we were on vacation in Colo-
rado, we saw anicelittle print by afriend that we
both liked.

At the time, we didn’t have any money, so we
shrugged our shoulders and put it in the list with
all the other things we’ ve wanted over the years
and didn’t get.

Thisyear, whenwewereonvacation, | stopped
by the shop and asked if there were any copies of
the pictureleft.

“Yes,” theowner’sdaughter said, therewasone
| eft.

“I'll takeit,” | toldher, “but | can’t pay forituntil
after Labor Day. Would you hold it for me?”

Of course, shesaid. She' dputitupstairswiththe
sold art.

A coupleof weeksafter wegot home, our young-
est daughter, Lindsay, announced that she was
going to Colorado for afew days.

By then | had gathered themoney to pay for the
printanddecidedtosendit outwithher. | explained
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thesituation to her and handed over the cash.

“Get the picture,” | said, “and hide it in my
closet.”

Twodayslater Lindsay called her Daddy witha
problem.

It seemsthat while we were on vacation, Steve
had agreat ideafor aChristmasgift for me.

Therewasthislittle print we had liked last year
onvacation. ..

Hewentintotheshopandtalkedtotheartist, who
had a little trouble locating the picture because
someone had put it upstairswith the sold art.

Steve put 50 percent down, promisingto pay the
rest when we came out over the Labor Day week-

end.

“What am | supposed to do, Daddy,” Lindsay
asked. “Mom wants the same picture for you that
you want for her.”

WEell, get thepicture, wasthereply. Wejustwon't
tell Mom and I’ [l figure something out.

Of course, he couldn’t keep thisoneto himself.
Within 24 hours, he had told me that we were try-
ing to each buy the other the same present.

WEell, that's not so surprising, | told him, we' ve
beenmarried 30 yearsand our tasteshavegrownto
bepretty similar. Besides, thiswill makeour Christ-
mas gifts cost half price.

Lindsay called totell methat she had bought the
pictureand hiddenitinmy closet. Daddy will beso
surprised, shesaid.

Lindsay’sbackinLawrencegetting ready to start
school andthepicturejust needstoberetrieved from
Colorado and wrapped for Christmas.

Stevepaidfor half of itand | paidfor— hey what
happened to the other half of my money?

Linnnnndddsayyy!

A model for all Americans

Aswe're endlessly reminded during the Clin-
ton-Lewinsky embarrassment, the presidentisnot
just apolicymaker. Heis expected to serve asan
embodiment of American values, arole model
whose actions set atone of who we ought tobeas
apeople.

Inthat spirit, | would liketo go ontherecord as
anew fan of George Bush. Bush often has been
criticized for not being his own man, but on one
issue he has revealed the bold visionary within.
Buckingthestatusquo, immunetocriticism, heis
pushing us to rethink that overblown American
valuecalledthework ethic. Heisredefiningwhat
it meansto beaworker.

| don't think it is hyperbole to imagine him as
the Moses of the American workplace, the man
who leads us from the land of overtime, double-
shifts and piddling two-week vacations. | some-
times picture him emerging from behind a burn-
ing tumbleweed and delivering new guidelines:

Thou shalt knock off by 5.

Thou shalt napif thou feelslikeit.

Thou shalt take many vacations to “stay bal-
anced.” (Thou is encouraged to inherit family
money to facilitatethis.)

Who could be a better role model for the post-
dot-com economy thanthisguy?Heisteaching us
that lifeistoo short to spend it working so hard.

Takeaload off. Watch SportsCenter. Play 18 holes.
Heis pointing up the insanity of requiring work-
ersto putinafull year at ajob before qualifying
for a vacation. Bush has been president for six
months, and heistaking amonth off, escaping to
hisTexasranchfortheseventhtimesincehisJanu-
ary 20 inauguration.

In arecent poll, 55 percent of Americans said
Bush’svacationistoolong. Apparently, they think
thevacation suggestsal ack of dedicationtothejob.
But it isprecisely because heisdedicated that he
hasspent 42 percent of histimeaspresident rel ax-
ing at Camp David, at the family retreat in
Kennebunkport, Maine, and at his own ranch in
Crawford, Texas.

“Washington, D.C.,isafineplace...Butl’mthe
kind of personthat needstoget outdoors... Itkeeps
my mind whole, keeps my spirits up,” Bush told
reporters.

He further explained that visiting Texaswas a

way of returning “to the heartland to listen to the
Americanpeople.” | imaginehegot an earful from
thetwo surgeonsand Republican congressmanwhao
made up hisgolf foursomethe other day at aTexas
country club.

Thepresident’scommitment to rel axation ought
to cheer overworked women such as Elizabeth
Jones, whowasprofiledintheNew Yorker recently.
Sheisan exampl e of the single motherswho Bush
cited so often in his campaign speeches. Sheis g
welfare-reformsuccessstory inthat shenow makes
$39,000 ayear to support her three children.

But shenever seesthechildren. Tomake$39,000,
Jonesworkstwo jobsand sleepsabout two hourse
night. Shealmost never getsout onthefairwaysor
takes" sacred personal time” around midday, asthe
president does. But thanksto Bush, she might now
understand that if she doesn't start relaxing, she
risksnot keeping her mindwholeand her spiritsup.

The world might little note nor long remember
much of anything about the GeorgeW. Bush presi-
dency, but ontheissueof leisure hewill standtall,
atrue revolutionary who through his frequent es-
capes from the White House putsthe lie to the ad-
age, " Eighty percent of successisshowingup.”

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send commentsto her in care of her e-
mail at joanryan@sfgate.com.

Can we get together and change negative tune?

Tothe Editor:

| have aquestionin regardsto the onslaught of
negativeletterswhich have appearedin the paper
during the last several weeks. Your policy states
that you havetheright to refuseto print lettersto
the editor which are, “ deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive.”

Publishing negativelettersabout Goodland does
nothing morethanfuel thefireof thedoomsayers.
I's the incessant publishing of negative articles
which are attempting to dismantle our already
crippled morale considered to be of publicinter-
est, orisitjustgoodfor creatingastir andincreas-
ing circulation?

Thepeoplethat areworking to make apositive
differenceexperiencesetbacksevery timeanega-
tivearticlegetsout. I sgreater circulationworththe
risk of making those people frustrated and disil-
lusioned? The paper can be avery powerful tool
for either assisting with the positive growth and
development of our community, or for being the
catalyst for uncontrolled spawning of negativity.
| think that posting negativeletterstotheeditoris
part of the problem in Goodland because it per-
petuates rumors, negative feelings, and most im-
portantly, givesaloudvoi cetothosethat want only
to complaininstead of even attempting to makea
difference.

| am not attacking you or any other employees
of thepaper, so pleasedonot takeitthat way. | was
just thinking that the paper could perhaps start
helping to rid our town of the negative energy by
guelling the cries of the camp of individual sthat
seenothing but problems. | am surethat your sub-
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scriptionrateand number of advertiserswouldin-
creaseif people didn’t have to worry about going
into a state of depression after reading the paper
every day.

It iseasy for meto say, though, that we need to
stopfeelingnegative, andfor thepaper tostopprint-
ing negative letters. Thisis atruly monumental
task, inadditiontoviolatingour righttoafreepress.
Sowhat isthe solution? Let’snot cut the head of f
aperfectly good chicken just becauseit is cluck-
ing too much—instead, let’sbuild apeninwhich
wecankeepit.

Why don’twehaveapublicgatheringwherewe
inviteeverybody in our community? Thepurpose
of thismeetingwouldfacilitatethreethings: 1.) first
is one giant ballyhoo in which people would be
allowed to voice their complaints and concerns
about Goodland, and alsowould beableto hear the
completeandtruestory about thingsintown (such
as the Van-Gogh painting, street closings, eco-
nomic development, etc.) instead of relying on
rumorsasaprimary sourceof news. 2.) second, as
aunit, wewould set goalsfor Goodland. 3.) third,
we would establish an action plan, which would
allow usto realize these goals. Our school super-
intendent, Marvin Selby, has agreed to open the
Max Jones Fieldhouse for this meeting. Perhaps

thismeeting of themindswill allow usto all navi-
gate our boat to the same point on the horizon, in-
stead of attempting to sail every direction at once.
As Susan Powter says, " let’s stop the insanity.”
In order for thingsto changein Goodland, it isgo-
ing to take everybody in town working in concert
towardsour goals, not just afew. It isgoing to take
morethan peoplecallingour publicofficialsnames.
Itisgoing to take morethan peoplejust complain-
ing about what we either have or don't have. It is
goingtotakemorethan peoplejust wanting change.
Itisgoingtotakeeverybody taking astand against
lethargy and apathy. Itisgoingtotakeaction.
Help usload thewagon. Hel p ushelp Goodland.
Schyler D. Goodwin
Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages
and welcomes |etters from readers. Letters
should betypewritten if possible, and should
include a telephone number and, most im-
portantly, asignature. Unsigned letterswill
not be published. Form letters will be re-
jected, as will letters deemed to be of no
public interest or considered offensive. We
reserve the right to edit letters for length
and good taste. We encourage letters, with
phone numbers, by e-mail to:
<daily@nwkansas.com>.




