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There’s not much left of the Hutfles Construction and Northwest Kansas Communications buildings follow-
ing a fire on Thursday night. Three Colby firefighters continued to assess damage today after being up all
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night battling the blaze.

Blaze levels two businesses in Colby

FIRE, from Page 1

| don’'t think shemadeit.”

Hutfles said he lost his business
pickupandlotsof toolsinthebuilding,
an 18-foot boat, golf cart, golf clubs
and many other items.

Both Johnson and Hutfles said they
were stunned that everything was
gone.

“| feel like somebody just hit mein
thebelly,” Johnsonsaid. “ Thisfiresure
took thewind out of my sails. | hadjust
installed a new air conditioning and
furnace and was looking at more re-
modeling upstairs.

“1t (thebuilding) wasstartingtolook
half-decent — but it doesn’t look so
good thismorning.”

Hutfles said he started his business
in his garage more than 10 years ago,
andmovedto Fourth Streetin1994. He
remodeled the building in 1996.

“1feel likeafarmerwholosesall his
cropsto afreeze,” hesaid. “I lost ev-
erything.”

Although both owners had insur-
ance, the fire left them feeling dis-
traught. Johnson said he plansto start
anew, but today said he is not sure
when, where or how.

“1 have too many customersin my
businessthat need these services,” he
said, adding that heworksmostly with
telephone systemsfor businesses and
schools. His building, an 80-foot-by-
50-foot wood-framed, stucco struc-
ture, housed hiscommunication busi-

nessinthefront, withtheback part stor-
ing pleasure-type vehicles and hobby
items.

Hutfles' building, also80by 50, was
awood-framed, metal clad building
with a common wall between it and
Johnson'’s.

“| really haven't had timeto decide
whether or not | will rebuild at thislo-
cation or relocate somewhere else,”
Hutflessaid.

He did say that Darrell Pabst of
Colby hasagreedtolet himset up shop
temporarily in one of the buildingshe
ownsout by Beulah Cemetery.

McLemore said it was too soon to
tell wherethe fire's origin was. “The
firemarshal will help usdeterminethat
over the next few days,” he said.

Farm bill on congressman’s agenda
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programs.

Whileno farm bill will ever be per-
fect, Murphy said, people have said
thisone may come closer.

“There's no ultimate fix,” he said,
“but alot of people are pleased or at
least positiveand feel it'sastepinthe
right direction.”

Improvingrural healthcareisoneof
Moran’s biggest priorities, Murphy
said, and atopic on alot of people’s

minds.

Hesaid Moranisco-chairman of the
Rural Health Care Coalition— abipar-
tisan group of 180 legislators — and
sponsoredabill earlier thisyeartohelp
small hospitals retain quality doctors
and nursesand keep homehealth care
service providersin business.

Thecoalition'sgoal, Murphy said, is
to make sure that rural areas arein-
cluded when Congressis considering
health care policy.

While gas prices have dropped this

Suit ban was lifted by U.S.

FARGO, N.D. (AP)—FarmService
Agency directorsin 15 statesweretold
not toforecloseonloansheldby farm-
erswhoaresuingthegovernment over
adecade-oldbailout, but theorder was
|ater rescinded, court papers show.

More than 100 farmers from 16
states claim the U.S. Agriculture De-
partment is making them pay money
they donot oweunder termsof farmaid
packages passed in the 1980s that
helped them write off or restructure
government loans.

Carolyn Cooksie, deputy USDA
administrator for farmloan programs,
saidinaJuly 27 memoto FSA offices
that they must not act on 60loansheld
by thefarmersunlessthey get approval
fromthenational office, and should ask
prosecutorstosuspend any foreclosure
already filed.

But government lawyers said in a
court filing last week that the memo
“wasissuedinerrorand hassincebeen
withdrawn.”

Farmers who wrote off debt had to
sign10-year agreementsafter thebail-
outs, and the terms of those deals are
now in dispute. Court paperssay ato-
tal of $4.3 millionisat stake.

The government says farmers owe
half the amount by which their land
increased in value since the agree-
mentswere signed.

Butfarmersarguethegovernmentis
only entitled to that share if they had
soldtheirland or stoppedfarmingsince
the deals were struck. “ Any plaintiff
whodid not sell real property or cease
farming duringthe 10-year termof the
agreement does not owe any (money)
toUSDA,” said Sarah Vogel, attorney
for thefarmers.

Farmers asked U.S. District Judge
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Rodney Webb in Fargo to force the
governmenttostoptryingtocollecton
the loans until Webb decides whether
afinal order isproper.

summer, Murphy said, high energy
pricesaredtill puttingastrainonfarm-
ersand other citizens. He said Moran
realizes finding alternative energy
sources is important — he recently
sponsoredabill tohelp plantsthat gen-
erate wind power — and believes the
U.S. should produce moreoil andrely
lesson foreign countries.

Moran's priorities are agriculture,
health care, transportation, veterans
and small business, Murphy said, but
his main objective is to keep rural
Americaalivewhile not damaging its

appeal.

“Hewantsto preservetheway of life
here,” he said, “maintain the values,
while making sure that when kids go
off to college they want to and can
comeback.”
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Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch

318 Broadway, Goodland

This 2 bedroom 1 bath home would make a great starter home or
investment property. Home has a single car garage and fenced yard.

Other finelistings:

EQUAL HOUSING

524 E. Hwy 24 (Com.) Lots-Westmoor Acres 801 Harrison
7005 Cty. Rd. 5 1528 Colorado 241 Cherry
5620 Hwy. 27 (pending) 1023 Caldwell 301 Center
502 Center 1323 Caldwell 1506 Center
403 & 411 Cherry 1009 College 1104 Cherry
408 W. 11th Contract Pending 1501 Cadwell
118 Arcade

Call Joyce to look at

m any of these fine houses. R

115 E. 9th » Goodland, Kansas
www.jonesl andco.com ¢ (785) 899-0500
Robert Jones/owner/broker « (785) 899-6135
Joyce Boehme/residential agent ¢ (785) 899-3548

R

Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.

New System

A= Professional Window Cleaning

Commercial = Residential

'520 S Mission Ridge  Colby, KS 67701
Call for your FREE estimate:
785-462-6995 ~ Chris & Beth

Lewon
800-611-6735

“We do windows!”

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

N
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&/ Hawaii, &
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'&_Cruise Packages.
1302 Main * Goodland, KS 67735

(/Stop by our newest location
Las Vegas,
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Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch
115 E. 9th « Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker
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EQUAL HOUSING

Call (785) 899-2338
for information.

v~ nwkansas.com

Your local Internet service provider
with connections in Goodland.

With monthly costs

$16.50 per month!

as low as

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

Box 309

swocrysea> (90(-886-2423] <

Coash
TV Audio Video Service

Expert Electronic Repairs
We Service TVs - VCRs -
Camcorders -
Computer Monitors - Satellite
Systems - Stereos
Duane & Bertie Coash, Owners
785-899-3378

719-346-8145

Get |
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WE HavE THE PERFECT HOME

LoaN For Your DrReam HoME.
* Bi-Weekly Mortgage
« Adjustable Rate Mortgage
« Lock & Switch Mortgage
* POWER Pre-Approved Mortgage
« Cost Cutter Advantage

* Money Saver Mortgage

For more information call:

f Commercial
/o

Federal.

Mortgage Corporation

Monica Stramel

tgER  H.L. Financial, Inc.
1302 Main » Goodland, Kan. « (785) 899-3941

SHELTER

INSURANCE

We'll always be there for you.
LIFE - HOME - CAR -

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® www.shelterinsurance.com

FARM - BUSINESS
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Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions ¢

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060
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SNIDER’S

MosiLE GLASS

WINDSHIELDS
No mileage charge
LOWEST PRICES ON
AUTO, TRUCK, TRACTOR GLASS

785-899-2753
1-800-633-4277




