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commentary
from other pens...

What Is proper role
for Dems superstar?

By Will Lester

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — If people had forgotten, they were quickly re-
minded when Bill Clinton opened his Harlem office last month at a
festive, campaign-like event.

At 54, the former president isthe “ elder statesman” of the Demo-
cratic Party, but asfar asthefaithful he remainsthe party’srock star.

Andfrom hisHarlem headquarters, Clintonwill offer much-needed
fund-raising help, giveva ued palitical adviceand, top Democratshope,
avoid outshining their next wave of |eaders.

“Morethananyoneel se, hewantsto make sure Democratswin elec-
tionsup and downtheballot,” said the Democrats’ national chairman,
Terry McAuliffe. “Heknowsthat hetakesup alot of the oxygeninthe
room. We need to highlight our new |eadersand new ideas.”

Clintonwill haveplenty todivert himfrom domestic politics—writ-
ing his$10 million memoir, working on hispresidential library, seek-
ing international solutionstotheAlDS crisisandracial relations.

But he hasno plansto give up politics altogether.

“Thepresident hassaid if hecan behelpful to theparty or to acandi-
date, beitraisingresourcesor other means, hewill makehimself avail-
able,” said his spokeswoman, JuliaPayne.

Associatessay hewill try to be hel pful whileremaining in the back-
ground, but they concede competitive politicsisin hisblood.

Several Democrats eyeing arun for president in 2004 have sought
hiscounsel. Evenif he should remain neutral, Democratsand political
analystswill closely watch hisevery movein nationa politics.

“Hewon't try to be the guy out there articulating Democrats’ posi-
tionsontheissues,” said John Podesta, Clinton’ sWhiteHousechief of
staff. “ The critical voicesin thefuturewill bethose out there running
for office— Al Gore, Tom Daschle and Dick Gephardt.”

Democraticinsiderstalk privately about thechallengeGorewill face
if hedecidesto runfor president in 2004. If hedoes, they say, the 2000
Democratic nomineewill needto give somekind of publicsignthat he
and Clinton have patched postel ection differences.

Gore associates don’t talk about the relationship between the two,
and associates of Clinton say the two have amutual respect for each
other evenif they’ re not best friends.

But persistent sniping between ai desto thetwo men hasfueled aper-
ception of resentment over Clinton’s scandals and Gore's decision to
distance himself from the man he served eight years as vice president.

“Clinton continuesto bethebighurdlefor Al Gorein putting together
hisrematchwith Bush,” said Republican consultant Scott Reed. “ Does
hestill believe he'sthe best president ever, or ishe disgusted with his
lack of personal values?’

“Onafewrareoccasionsit will beappropriatefor himto speak pub-
licly for Democratsand on behalf of Democrats,” said former aide Joe
Lockhart, “but those will befew and far between.”

But hewill betempted of ten because of hiswidespread appeal within
the party, said veteran Democratic consultant Joe Cerrell.

“If | wereinvolvedinacampaignin2002,” Cerrell said, “ I’ dhaveno
hesitancy totell someprominent Democrat, if you get theopportunity,
usethepresident.”

“Hehasincredible popularity anong Democrats,” said Democratic
strategist Bill Carrick. “ On the other hand, he remains the Democrat
Republicansloveto hatethe most.”

“ After watching his performancein Harlem, it was clear he contin-
uesto bethechampion of the Democratic Party,” saidthe GOP' sReed,
noting Clinton’s appeal to blacks and other key Democratic groups.

“Thefactisinthepantheonof politicians, Bill Clintonistheultimate
rock starintermsof fund-raisingandrallyingthefaithful,” Democratic
consultant David Axelrod said. “ There's no one comparable.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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WELL, THEREG TH
BELL — QUR THIRTY
MINUTES OF FUN AND
FROLIC IS OVER.

Bush launc

WASHINGTON — George Bush haspulled a
head-fakeontheAmerican presscorps. Under the
cover of afour-week vacation, hehaslaunched an
August mediaoffensive.

In a maneuver worthy of Washington or
MacArthur, the scrappy Texan has again out-
flanked his pursuers and produced the best TV
images of hispresidency.

His speech to the nation during primetime last
week won a 70-percent approval rating among
those who watched.

But themost compelling picturesof August have
been his Jimmy Carter-like house-building with
Habitat for Humanity, his Ronald Reagan-like
brush-clearingintheRockies. Hisscheduleprom-
ises more outdoorsy video in the weeks remain-
ing before Labor Day.

Those who denigrate such imagery as “form
over function” must haveforgotten how thiscow-
boy got hiscurrent job.

Duringthemonth beforethetwo 2000 presiden-
tial candidates stood side-by-side on TV, the
Gallup pollsshowed the country leaning to Gore.
For thetwoweeksafterwards, theGalluphad Bush
inthelead.

Had it not been for Gore'slast-week campaign
blitz, and Bush's stupid hiding of an aged DUI
charge, the pictureweall got in that debate could
have given this president aclear-cut victory.

L ast week, the country got another comparison
shot of thetwo men. Bush wasin the* heartland”
hauling trees around like areal American. A
bearded Gore spent the time instructing young
Democrats on el ectioneering techniques.

What a side-by-side! Bush looked like a
Marlboro commercial. Gore had the off-putting
appearance of some Bolshevik labor organizer.
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Or, worse yet, some geek teaching kids how to
be geeks.

Ask yourself: If we are going to have clonesin
thefuture, do wereally want moreAl Gores?

What worked for Bush this week, once again,
wasthe mediasnobbery of thosein New York and
Santa M onicawho lovelooking down their noses
atamanthey wanttobelieveisAlfredE.Neuman's
idiot nephew.

Keep thinking that. Keep teaching it at Colum-
bia Journalism School. Keep sharing the in-joke
overthedinner tableinBeverly Hills. Itonly makes
lifeeasier for theWhiteHouseballyhoo boys. Ev-
ery timeyoulower thebar onthisfellow, theeasier
it becomesfor himto clear it.

Youknow whét | think sellsabout Bush?Humil -
ity. Yes, you can quote Churchill and say Bushisa
“modest man with much to be modest about,” but
| challengeyou to say heisasdumb asthe sophis-
ticatessay heis.

Is he as smart as those Democratic favorites,
Adlai Stevenson and Mike Dukakis? Maybe.
Maybe not.

But when Bush spoke to the nation about stem
cells, headmitted right up front up front that such
issuesarenot solvableby brainpower alone: Good
peopl edisagreeonthesubject. Nobody’ snecessar-
ily right. Nobody’s provably wrong. We're all in
thistogether, trying to square our religiousviews
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with our medical hopes, our deepest human val ues
with our scientific potential.

“The issue is debated within the church, with
people of different faiths, even among the same
faith, comingtodifferent conclusions,” Bush said.

Most people, and not just thoseinthat “red” part
of the Electoral College map who voted for him,
agreewith Bush’sdecision.

Politically, hefaced hazardsonbothleftandright.

Hadthepresi dent rej ected stem-cell funding out-
right, the decision would have painted him indel-
ibly withtherdigiousright. If he' dgonewhole-hog
for stem-cell research, hewouldhavebeen TheNew
York Times flavor of theweek, but alsoamanwho
broke awell-known campaign promise.

Polls show he threaded the needle. Bush hasre-
tained hishigh Gallup number (59 percent) for be-
ing apresident who “ keeps his promises.”

But pretty cowboy picturesand shrewd* values’
politics are not enough.

If | know my presidents, what Bush now needs
to projectisthesomemusicto gowithit. I’ m talk-
ing about the optimistic spirit that lifted the nation
in the past. I'm talking about a national sense of
mission.

For FDR, it was“Happy Daysare HereAgain.”
For JFK, itwas“High Hopes.” For Clinton, it was
“Don’'t Stop Thinking about Tomorrow.”

The silence in the American air, the absence of
any apparent national mission, iswhat keepsBush's
picturesfrom putting somebounceinthecountry’s
step.

ChrisMatthews, a nationally syndi cated colum-
nist for the San Francisco Chronicle, is host of
“Hardball” onCNBCand MSNBC cablechannels,
The 1999 edition of “ Hardball” was published by
Touchstone Books.

Comment was unfair to our young people

Tothe Editor:

TheHispanicAdvisory Boardwouldliketoad-
dressacomment madeby aspectator atthisyear’'s
fair parade regarding the MAS (Motivation +
Achievement = Success) Youth Group. To show
our support for thesekidsand outrage at thetypes
of underlyingattitudesthesecommentsrepresent,
wewould like to share this experience with your
readers.

Theyouth group wasinitiated by asmall group
of young people and adult sponsorsto fill aneed
in our community. There are many great organi-
zations providing alternativesto kids, but not ev-
ery kidwill feel “at home” inthese. The commu-
nity needsto continueto create other aternatives
for those kidswho havefelt asif they did not “fit
in” totraditional activities, clubsandgroups. This
group was not initiated exclusively for Hispanic
youth, but these are the ones who make up the
youth group at thistime, and they should not be
singled out or criticized because of this.

When the sponsors suggested to the kids they
haveafloat at the paradewith anti-drug messages,
they hesitated. After revisitingtheir mission state-
ment ,” Creating positive initiatives which allow
youth avariety of opportunitiesinthecommunity,
school and home environment for empowerment
and for making lifelong healthy choices,” they
realized that they not only had aright, but an obli-
gation to be out there. Thiswas another opportu-
nity to show that young people can have a good
timein healthy ways.

Thesekidshaveworked very hard the past five
months providing anti-drug presentations, fund
raisers, participatingin educational programsand
activities as well as their float for the parade
(which, by the way, won third place). One of our
board membersoverheard aspectator refer tothem
asa"bunch of Mexicanswho are probably doing
those things (drugs) themselves.” This comment
wascompletely out of lineand thiswoman should
beashamed of herself. After theyouth group’sat-
tributes and activities were brought to her atten-
tion, shedidlittlemorethan turn her back and con-
tinue watching the parade.

Weareappalledthat sucharacial, hateful remark
would bemadein publicinthe presence of others
and in the presence of children, some of whom
were Hispanic themselves. To stereotype these
kidsin such a hateful way is beyond ignorance.
Thesekidsarenodifferent thantherest of thekids

Letter o the Editor
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readers

® to the editor

inthecommunity. They areyoung, inexperienced,
sometimes bored and always curious. These fac-
tors can make amixture for troublein any young
person’slife. They are bound to make unhealthy
decisionsat onetimeor another. Adultsdoit every
day.

It has been our experience in working with the
schools, church and community in general that
therehasbeenalack of participationfromtheHis-
panic community. Thistype of remark doesmuch
totake usback instead of supporting the efforts of
our community members, Hispanic or not.

Ayouthmember’squestiontoall of thishasbeen,
“Why wasour color |ooked at beforeour person?’
Thisis something you will come acrossin your
lives, but become stronger because of it and never
lose sight of who you are and what you stand for.
Weareproud of youandif you should stumbleand
fall, wewill bethereto help you up again. Weun-
derstandthat thiswoman doesnot speak for every-
one. It isunfortunate that such ignorance still ex-
ists. Wearesorry that you have becomeblinded by
your bigotry and hatred and havelost your vision,
empathy and moral sense. We hope you regain
thesethings, not only for your sake, but alsofor the
sake of those around you.

In closing, we would like to congratul ate the
MASYouthGroupanditssponsorsfor their efforts
inour community andtheincredibleexamplethey
aresettingfor all young people. Wewouldalsolike
to thank the peoplewho have supported our youth
group and otherslikeit.

TheHispanic Advisory Board,

Samand AveliaValles

IrmaBenvavides

Barbara Fernandez

Adrian Conde

Artand CrisLovington

Goodland

TotheEditor:

| wanted to write to someone in Goodland and
let them know how | feel.

My wife, daughter, and | attended the® Reunion”

last weekend and it was one of the most pleasant
experiences| havehadinalong while.

It displayed to me all the good things that can
happeninatownthat hasprideinit'sheritage, it's
peopleandit’sleaders.

WhenwearrivedinGoodland Friday evening, we
went to a class party at the home of a classmate
friend of my wife. (Thegroup hasknown each other
and hasremainedin contact forwell over 50years.)
A lot of laughter, fun, and tears were shared that
night. Most pleasurable!

The program at the arena the next morning was
well done and thought out. The performers dis-
played worthy talentsand gaveit their all. | appre-
ciate sincereeffort andthey wereexcellent. Awide
range of people participated and | enjoyed that. |
want to thank every onefor their efforts.

A meal wasagain shared and therewere planned
activitiesfortheafternoonandevening. Seeingall
theoldfriendsand renewing acquai ntancesbrought
back fond memories of the place we were raised.

We love our hometown and once again, you’ ve
made us proud to call Goodland “home.”

CharlesJensen

husband of Annette Horner, class of ' 56.

Overland Park

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages
and welcomes |etters from readers. Letters
should betypewritten if possible, and should
include a telephone number and, most im-
portantly, asignature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be re-
jected, as will letters deemed to be of no
public interest or considered offensive. We
reservetheright to edit lettersfor length and
good taste. We encourage | etters, with phone
numbers, by e-mail to:
<daily@nwkansas.com>.




